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 Cheltenham Local 
   History Society 

EDITORIAL  
This picture, unlike most cover pictures on previous Newsletters, does not 
record a view but commemorates an event, and an event of significance 
to one particular person. It shows the procession along the Promenade 
marking the induction as Mayor, for the fifth time, of Alderman George 
Parsonage in June 1887. There was to be a ûtestimonial luncheonü too, 
and a presentation to him by the then Member of Parliament James Agg-
Gardner. It was obviously quite an occasion for the townspeople, who 
seem to have turned out in their best clothes to watch the procession. For 
George Parsonage himself it marked the climax of his career in public life, 
which had begun only in his later years after he had achieved success in 
business. So was he a ûlocal boy made goodü?  No, not local, and perhaps 
not quite always good. Read more about him on page 20. 

Kath Boothman  
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EVENING LECTURE PROGRAMME 2024 -25 
 
 

We are continuing to hold evening meetings at St Lukeüs Church Hall,  at 
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm on Wednesdays. All parking spaces at St Lukeüs 
Hall, both front and rear, are available for membersü use. A donation of ¤2 
from all attending is appreciated. For the benefit of members who are  
unable or reluctant to attend in person, talks will be recorded and can be 
viewed online for up to four weeks after the event.  
 
Wednesday 15th January 2025:   
Stephen RowleyúThe History of Mummersü Plays in Gloucestershire 
Wednesday 19th February 2025: 
Alan PilbeamúSapperton, a Quiet Corner of Gloucestershire 
Wednesday 26th March 2025: 
Neela MannúThe Greys: Black Gold, Navy and Silver 
Wednesday 16th April  2025: 
Ian Mackintoshú400 Years of Stroudwater Textiles 
Wednesday  21st May 2025: 
AGM followed by  David ElderúCheltenhamüs Iconic Buildings 

 
 
 
 

MORNING LECTURES 2024 -25 
 

Morning lectures take place at St Lukeüs Church Hall on Tuesdays. A  
donation of £3 from all attending is appreciated. Tea/coffee and biscuits 
are served (no extra charge) from 10.00 am and lectures begin at 10.30 
am. All welcome. Parking at the hall is limited. If you need to reserve a 
space please contact Alison Pascoe, tel. 01242 519413 or email 
administrator@cheltlocalhistory.org.uk     
 
 

Tuesday 3rd December: 
Phillippa TurnerúCheltenham Women 
Tuesday 4th February 2025: 
Judge John Avery JonesúJane Austenüs Wills and Legal Puzzles 
Tuesday 1st April 2025: 
Eleanor RawlingúWalking Gloucestershire with Ivor Gurney 
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FOR YOUR DIARY  
 
 
 
 

 

Leckhampton Local History Society 
www.leckhamptonlhs.weebly.com 
Meetings normally take place in St Peterüs Church, starting at 7.30 pm. 
Tuesday 26th November: 
David AldredúHailes Abbey and the Mystery of the Holy Blood 
Tuesday 28th January 2025: 
David ElderúCheltenhamüs Iconic Buildings 
Tuesday 25th March 2025: 
Mike BottomleyúKatherine Parr, Gloucestershireüs Queen 

Winchcombe History Group  
Meetings are held at Abbey Fields Community Centre, Back Lane, Winch-
combe GL54 5PR, at 7.00 pm (tea and coffee available) for 7.30 pm. 
Monday 25th November: 
AGM followed by Derek MaddockúThe Sudeley Archives 
Tuesday 17th December: 
John ReidúRipping Yarns and Wizard Wheezes, the Golden Age of British 
Comics 
Monday 27th January 2025: 
Neela MannúThe Leckhampton Rioters, Thugs or Martyrs? 
 

Charlton Kings Local and Family History Society 
Meetings take place in Stanton Hall, Church Piece, at 2.00 pm for 2.30 pm, 
normally on the last Tuesday in the month. Visitors pay £2. 
 

Tuesday 26th November: 
Ken FeatherúThe Art of Dowsing by the Cheltenham Dowsers Group 
 

Historical Association 
Meetings begin at 7.30 pm and visitors pay £3. Cheltenham meetings are 
held In the Teaching  Block, University of Gloucestershire Park Campus, and 
Gloucester meetings at the Oxstalls Campus. Some meetings are on  
Zoomúsee the Associationüs website. 
 

Monday 9th December 2024 at the Exmouth Arms, Bath Road, Cheltenham: 
Dr David Howellúa Very (Early) Modern Christmas: the emergence of 
Christmas traditions 
 

Monday 20th January 2025 on Zoom: 
Professor Jonathan HarrisúByzantium, the Forgotten Empire 
 

Monday 17th March 2025 in Gloucester and on Zoom: 
Professor Anne CurryúPerceptions of Joan of Arc from the 15th to the 21st 
Century 
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REVIEWS  
At 6.30 pm on May 29th and again on June 25th David Elder led a walk 
entitled Cheltenhamüs Literary Connections.  It was a warm sunny evening 
on June 25th when we met at  the High Street entrance to Sandford Park. 
David, who has written a book on this 
subject, explained that after the medicinal 
waters were discovered, and particularly 
after George IIIüs visit in 1788, a great vari-
ety of writers came to stay or to live here, 
mainly attracted by the spa.  Daniel Defoe 
toured the country in the 1720s and wrote 
a travelogue, correctly predicting that the 
waters would put Cheltenham on the map. 
Walter Scott stayed in London Road in 1826 and mentioned Cheltenham 
in one  of his Waverley novels, though unfavourably. He himself hated 
spas.  We walked to the bottom of St Jamesü Street, where in 1812 Byron 
stayed first at The Vine pub, ûa sordid innü, then in a cottage nearby. He 
had come to take the waters to cure his kidney stones, which did not stop 
him having love affairs with Caroline Lamb (who called him ümad, bad and 
dangerous to knowü) and Annabella Millbank, whom he married in 1815. 
After that marriage broke down he left England for Italy, never to return. 
Crossing into The Strand we stopped  at  Betfred, once the York Hotel. To 

the left of it, David said, were Mrs Potterüs 
lodgings where Jane Austen and her sister 
stayed for three weeks in 1816, only ten 
months before Jane died. She found  the 
waters ûagreeableü but judged the town itself 
ûtriflingü. Further on David pointed out 
Lloydüs Bank, on the site of the old Assem-
bly Rooms, where Dickens gave public 
readings from his novels, dramatic perfor-

mances which took a toll on his health. He died in 1870 aged only 58. In 
1863 Charles Dodgson, while staying in Cheltenham, took Alice Liddell 
and her sisters to see a Viennese magician who made people appear and 
disappear with mirrors, which is thought to have inspired him. The actual 
mirror featured in Alice Through the Looking Glass is still in the Liddellsü 
erstwhile house, Hetton Lawn in Charlton Kings. In Cambray Place David 
said Elizabeth Barrett Browning stayed here several times but was unim-
pressed, remarking that Bath was worth 1,000 Cheltenhams. Going up 
Rodney Road we crossed Oriel Road to see 3, Wolseley Terrace, home of 
P G Wodehouseüs parents. It was while staying here in 1913 that Wode-
house saw one Percy Jeeves playing cricket at Cheltenham College. After 
pausing opposite the Town Hall at the house where Tennysonüs poet 
brother Charles stayed, we ended this enjoyable and instructive walk at 
the big house next to St Gregoryüs church where Tennyson himself lived 
while finishing his celebrated poem In Memoriam.  
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On Wednesday 18th September Jo Teague gave a talk entitled Historic 
Needlework of the Cheltenham Female Orphan Asylum. Jo said she had 
been inspired to look into the work done at the Orphan Asylum after    
seeing some of the needlework samplers made there in The Wilsonüs  
collection. She showed examples, pointing out traditional features such  
as alphabets, motifs, bible verses, names and dates. One very fine speci-
men, all in red, was made in a Bristol orphanage, while others, more col-
ourful and generally less elaborate, were done at home by middle-class 

girls. She showed the earliest known sampler, now in 
the V&A, made by June Bostock in 1598. Much of it is 
practice work, the girl trying out different stitches, and 
it would not have been intended for display. Another 
sampler (see left) was very different, a pattern of tiny   
letters in red and blue spelling the phrase ûI die to live 
foreverü. Made at  the Cheltenham Orphan Asylum,    
it had no name or date. Jo explained that the first     
female orphanages aimed to train girls as domestic 

servants. The one in Cheltenham, founded in 1806 by  Queen Charlotte 
near where the Holst house is now, was called the School of Industry, and 
took poor girls who were not always orphans. 
When it became the Female Orphan Asylum its 
mission changed and it began to train girls to 
be ladiesü maids with more refined skills. The 
girls could then be employed by visitors to the 
town who needed a temporary maid. The annu-
al reports of  the Asylum give a good insight 
into its methods, rules and regulations. The girlsü needlework skills were 
turned to profit, much work being done on commission for local people. Jo 
showed a price list of items they could make, the material for each gar-
ment being sent in cut-out ready to be made up. Mending and alterations 
were also undertaken. They did not learn embroidery as middle-class girls 
did, and before the 1870 Education Act they were taught to read but not to 
write. Jo showed a sampler with the stern motto ûReligion is our Guide 
and Industry our Supportü. The 1861 census records 37 girls aged 8 to 16 
in the Asylum, with a matron and a teacher/servant. There was an all-
female Management Committee and an all-male Superintendence Com-
mittee. Interestingly, fewer than half the girls came from Gloucestershire, 
probably because visitors to the spa who visited the Asylum sometimes 
nominated girls from their own home area. There was a rigorous applica-
tion process, requiring proof that the girl was an orphan or semi-orphan of 
a married couple, a doctorüs letter stating she was free from infection, and 
a sponsor to add her name to the ballot paper so that she could be voted 
in by the other sponsors. Jo took the case of Mary Gillet, one of five chil-
dren of the widower publican at the Sherborne Arms, who got in at the 
second attempt, later became a ladyüs maid and eventually married. The 
Asylum became a childrenüs home in the 1930s and closed in 1959.  
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Our talk on The History of Tewkesbury Abbey at the morning meeting on 
October 1st was given by Charles Whitney, standing in at short notice for 
our advertised speaker John Jeffreys. Charles said he would talk first 
about being an author, then about writing a book on Tewkesbury Abbey, 
then about the Abbey itself. He compared  the prospects for fiction and 
non-fiction writers. Less than 1% of 
fiction manuscripts submitted to pub-
lishers  get published, but the odds 
are better for factual writers, espe-
cially if they cover popular subjects. 
It is useful to look at publishersü lists 
and see if there is a gap to be filled: 
he himself had a book on the Cinque 
Ports accepted on that basis.  
In 2015 a meeting was held to discuss the 900th anniversary of Tewkes-
bury Abbey in 2021and he was commissioned to write a history. Even 
though he had six years to do it, assisted by an excellent photographer, 
an excellent archivist with extensive archives, and a very helpful editor, it 
was still a huge task. He went to see the publisher, Logaston Press 
(surprisingly located in a cottage in Herefordshire), to discuss the format. 
For the next three years he wrote nothing, but read everything relevant he 
could find, from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle to diocesan records and old 
guide books.  He made an index to his research notes as he went along, 
which proved very useful when he started writing. HRH the Prince of 
Wales, as he was then, contributed a foreword. 
Turning to the history of the Abbey, Charles said it was one of  the last 
large monastic churches built by the Normans in this area, mainly on    
the initiative of one Robert Fitzhamon. He started in about 1097 with the   
secular buildings for the monastery and in 1102 began the church from 
the east end, as was customary. A screen called a pulpitum at the head       
of the nave separated the townspeople from the monks. The rounded     
columns in the nave are Norman, filled with rubble and shallow-rooted     
because the water table is so high. The monks of the Abbey, though they 
apparently observed chastity, were accused of avarice and gluttony, as is  
reflected in the fact that, at the Dissolution, Tewkesbury was one of the 
12 wealthiest abbeys. The vast size of  the church is explained partly by 
the need to impress the local Saxon population. There were to have been 
two towers at  the west end, which were never built, but the existing cen-
tral tower, constructed in two phases in the 12th century, is said to be the 
finest surviving Norman tower in Europe. Robert Fitzhamonüs daughter 
Mabel married Robert Fitzroy, illegitimate son of Henry I, who became the 
first Earl of Gloucester, and they saw the Abbey consecrated in 1121.  In 
1220 the first lady chapel was added to the north transept. In 1314  Gilbert 
de Clare, hereditary lord of the manor of Tewkesbury, was killed at the 
battle of Bannockburn, and his sister Eleanor, who was married to Hugh 
Despenser, inherited the honour of Tewkesbury. When Hugh, a  favourite 
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of the ill-fated Edward II, was killed in 1326 she buried him in the Abbey. 
She also instigated the rebuilding of  the whole east end in the new Deco-
rated style with much more glass than before and an ambulatory in place 
of an apse. Eleanor died in 1337, but her son and nephew completed the 
work and also replaced the Norman barrel vaulting in the nave. That work 
was finished in 1348 just before the Black Death claimed the lives of half 
the monks. The next major event was the Battle of Tewkesbury in 1471. 
Rumours abounded about combatants being killed in the Abbey, but the 
only known fact is that one person was killed there and the building had to 
be reconsecrated. At the Dissolution the abbot and prior were pensioned 
off quite generously, while the monks received much less and the 144 
abbey servants only severance pay. Henry VIII ordered his chancellor to 
appoint a new vicar to replace the abbot, but the chancellor gave that task 
to the Town Council, who appointed a series of nonconformists. A free 
grammar school was founded in the old St Jamesü chapel, and kept going 
until 1835. The buildings were largely neglected, even after the lucrative 
practice of selling burial spaces inside and outside the abbey was intro-
duced in the later 17th century. The nave fell out of use and the chancel 
was crowded with balconies. Only in 1864 when the then minister, Charles 
Davis, called in the architect George Gilbert Scott, did work begin to re-
store and remodel the Abbey to the state in which we see it today.  
 
 
NEW PUBLICATION  
 
The Windmills of Bristol and 
Gloucestershire 
by M J A Beacham and Guy Blythman 
 
In the past the windmills of Gloucestershire 
and Bristol have tended to be overlooked 
by researchers into industrial archaeology, 
and this book attempts to remedy that defi-
ciency. A surprising variety of mills existed 
within the region; most were for grinding 
corn, but windpumps are also recorded. In 
addition the metropolis of Bristol spawned 
a number of windmills for ûindustrialü pur-
poses such as the grinding of snuff.  
 
A4, 38pp with 27 illustrations 
Published by The Mills Archive Trust, 2024, price £25 
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On October 16th  Dr Steve Jones, Chairman of Friends of the Minster, 
gave us a talk entitled The Many Builds of Cheltenham Minster. Steve 
said the history of the Minster goes back to  the 8th century, when there 
was a monastery on the site, then a priory. 
In 1086 a synod report mentioned a church 
with chapels. (There were in fact two chap-
els at that time.) The Minster was built of 
approximately 12,500 blocks of limestone, 
conveniently sourced from Leckhampton 
and Cleeve Hill. As each block weighed 
about 30 kilos, that meant 3,000-4,000 
wagon loads. The blocks were bonded with 
the lime mortar first used in this country by the Romans, which was very 
strong. The lime kilns needed to make the mortar would have been on or 
near the site, with the Chelt as a handy water source. The blocks were 
cut to the desired size and shape using templates, and the chipping tech-
nique that was used left still-visible marks on the walls. Masons were 
skilled at working out angles and levels using simple tools they often   
invented themselves. The use of buttresses made it possible to have  
thinner walls and larger windows. Steve showed how they evolved, from 
a Norman type that was too shallow to provide the needed support, to a 
later Gothic type with a deeper footing. He pointed out examples of the 
successive architectural styles to be found in the Minster: Norman, Early 
English, Decorated, Perpendicular, Tudor and Renaissance. Among the 
interesting features were ûballflowerü globular carvings on some of the 
Decorated arches (1290-1330), and üengagedü columns built into the walls, 
positioned with extraordinary accuracy and consistency. Outside, the Min-
ster once had 44 acres of grounds, most of which was taken by Henry 
VIII. A picture dated 1622 showed the tower as it was before the Victorian 
era. It has been much changed since, and is topped with an octagonal 
ûbroachü spire 167ft tall bearing a gilded and painted weathercock. There 
have been bells in the tower since 1602, another eight being added in 
1623. They were rung from the rood loft above the rood screen until both 
were removed in 1813, when galleries (later taken down) were added to 
the nave. The Minster now has a ring of 13 bells, rehung a few years ago. 
Showing an aerial view Steve noted that the original cruciform shape of 
the building was altered by the addition of aisles as early as the 13th cen-
tury. When George III came here in 1788 he and his party heard a band 
play in the church, because there was no organ until 1791. There was a 
small school in the north porch until World War I, and a room for the 
priest. Steve showed pictures of the many monuments and brasses, and 
a selection of windows illustrating the different architectural styles. Most 
of the woodwork in the church is from the 19th century, when    Francis 
Close once preached to a congregation of 1200. In this century many  
modern amenities have been added and the grounds refurbished. 
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VISIT  
 

 
THE HOLST VICTORIAN HOUSE 

 
Our visit to the Holst Victo-
rian House at 4 Clarence 
Road, Cheltenham took 
place on Monday 19th  
August. We split into two 
groups to tour the house 
under the guidance of the 
Operations Manager, Sab-
ine, and Paul, one of the 
museumüs dedicated vol-
unteers. 

We were told that the little museum underwent a change of focus in the 
last couple of years, and that the scope has been widened to cover not 
just Gustav Holst and his music, but also life in a typical Victorian house. 
Many overseas visitors, notably from Japan, come to visit Holstüs birth-
place to see the collection of handwritten scores and manuscripts and 
Holst family personal belongings, many of which were donated by Holstüs 
daughter Imogen, and to listen to recordings of his compositions. School-
parties are also frequent visitors. Gustav Holst was born in the house    
on 21st September 1874, when it was 4 Pittville Terrace. His father was     
a piano teacher named Adolphus von Holst, who had married Clara       
Lediard, having come to 
the house to give her 
piano lessons. Following 
her early death in 1882, 
the family left the house 
and lived elsewhere in 
Cheltenham. 
The house is presented 
as a typical Victorian 
property on three sto-
reys, plus the basement 
kitchen, scullery and 
back yard, the domain of 
the general maid, who slept in a tiny cupboard-like bedroom under the 
eaves, next to the nursery. There was plenty of Victorian ûclutterü through-
out, and some interesting household utensils. In the music room we saw 
Holstüs grand piano, brought from his home in Essex, at which he worked 
on his compositions. It was explained that  he suffered from neuritis in his 
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right arm, hence his statue in Imperial Gardens depicting him conducting 
with the baton in his left hand. 
The museum has recently acquired the archive 
of a friend of Holst, Louise Dyer, an Australian 
patron of the arts, who was a significant influ-
ence on Gustav and his music. As an extrovert 
socialite she complemented Gustav who was an 
introverted socialist. More details of his life may 
emerge when the archive is fully explored. The 
museum has several Holst family photographs 
on display, and portraits and paintings by Theo-
dore von Holst, Gustavüs great-uncle, decorate 
the drawing room walls. 
After our tour we were encouraged to attend  
the forthcoming events marking the 150th anni-
versary of Gustav Holstüs birth. CLHS members 
may like to consider joining the enthusiastic 
band of volunteers who care for the House,  
either as trustees or in front-of-house roles. 
 

Alison Pascoe  

 
 

NEW PUBLICATION  
 
The End of the Sky 
By B Z Rogers 
 
The book is based on the true story of Ellen 
Bullingham, born in Cheltenham in 1849, who 
began her working life aged 11 as a live-in pub 
servant before emigrating to Australia in 1873 
with her young husband, Enoch and a baby 
son. Their arrival in Queensland coincided with 
the dawn of the Palmer River gold rush, which 
they hoped might make them rich. But condi-
tions on the goldfields were brutal, with hatred 
and mistrust between European and Chinese 
factions as well as danger from hostile local tribes. Ellen and Enoch 
found gold, but their haul was stolen. After Enoch resorted to robbery and 
was jailed,  Ellen met an Irish girl, Theresa Kelly, and their friendship   
developed into what was then, in an age of  intolerance, a forbidden love. 
It is a story, the author says, of hope springing from tragedy. 
 
Published in October 2024 by The Vanner Press in paperback at £9.99  
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FEATURE  
 

More Serendipity 
 
I had been preparing an article for next yearüs Journal about schools in 
Cheltenham during the 19th century (as promised in the last Newsletter). 
One of the establishments was at Suffolk Hall (now renamed Burlington 
House) in Lypiatt Road. Although I was more interested the identities of 
the teenage boys who were its pupils, I 
had noticed in the 1901 census that the 
staff included five young women teach-
ers and a ûlady matronü, but I thought 
no more about them. 
Soon afterwards, when I was visiting 
Up Hatherley Library, my eye was 
caught by a prominently displayed  
book, Woman with the Iceberg Eyes by 
Katherine MacInnes, about Oriana Wilson, the wife of Edward Wilson, the 

Antarctic explorer and local hero. I took this as an 
invitation to borrow it, and as I read the early chap-
ters I was fascinated to discover that the said ûlady 
matronü was none other than Oriana Souper, the 
future Mrs Wilson. She and Edward Wilson had 
previously met in London but had not seen each   
other for a while. Orianaüs employment at Suffolk 
Hallúshe artfully claimed to have been unaware of 
any connection with the Wilsons in Cheltenhamú
offered her the opportunity to renew the acquaint-
ance, which eventually led to their marriage. 
 

Eric Miller  
 

PS Katherine MacInnes recently visited Chelten-
ham to give a talk to the Friends of The Wilson, based on her book Ice 
Widows, about the wives of the five Antarctic explorers who died after 
reaching the South Pole. 

 

APPEAL from your Editor 
Regular readers of this Newsletter may possibly have noticed that many of 
the feature articles in each issue are written by the same few people. We 
are grateful to them, but with a membership approaching 400, surely we 
can hope for more contributors? We donüt look for long dissertations, just 
any items relevant to local historyúmemories, little discoveries, even bits 
of family history that might interest people outside the family. Please think 
about it and see if you can come up with something, however small, for 
the March 2025 issue. You might like to see your name in print! 
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SOCIETY NEWS  
 

New members    
A warm welcome is extended to the following:  
 

Robert and Jane Maitland               Emily Crick              Charles Milward 
Paul and Teresa Stuart                   Derek Lockhart        Janet Wood                  
Steve and Lesley Ward                   Michael Smith         Janet Robson  
David and Charmaine Morris           Mike Bartosch          Peter McDade 
Deborah Chadwick                         Keith Eagles            Anna OüDriscoll 
Andrew White                                Valmai Smith            Simone Layton 
Bruce Pudner                                 Bridget Paish           Paul Baker 
Sarah Northern & Patricia Haines     Bob Ayres               Layla Harrison 

 

Society Update 
 

Our new season began with some excellent talks on very varied subjects 
úsee the reviews in this Newsletter. We are indebted to Mary Moxham 
for the time and attention she devotes to finding such accomplished 
speakers and look forward with anticipation to the remaining programme.  
I attended the Gloucestershire Local History Association forum in Septem-
ber, which built upon the theme of working with schools, with a local histo-
ry study now forming part of the National Curriculum. In CLHS we believe 
that local history, appropriately presented, can appeal to people of all ages 
and closer liaison with schools is one of the aims of our 5 year plan. We 
have in the last two years worked alongside two primary schools, but there 
is more that could be done and I would encourage any member who 
would like to know more about this to contact me.    
It is encouraging to learn that we have acquired 33 new members since 
March and, on behalf of the Society, I extend to them a warm welcome 
and look forward to making their acquaintance at future meetings. We 
hope you will enjoy the range of speakers and activities in the year ahead. 
Please donüt forget to check our website https://cheltlocalhistory.org.uk 
which contains a wealth of local history information and resources.  
 

Stuart Manton  

 
 Local History in the Community 

 
Bethesda Methodist Church in Great Norwood Street was 
the venue in September for the South Cheltenham Histo-
ry Festival, which formed part of the townüs contribution to 
Heritage Open Days. Sponsored by Cheltenham Local 
History Society, this was a celebration of the bicentenary of the area 
reaching from Park Place to Naunton, with Bath Road at the centre.  

 

https://cheltlocalhistory.org.uk/
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At the launch event on Thursday 5th September, the Mayor, Mr Paul 
Baker, said that to really belong to 
a place you had to know its story.  
The festival, he said, would surely 
help residents to appreciate the 
people and understand some of 
the events that have shaped their 
neighbourhood. 
 

In addition to the open church 
building, the history festival fea-
tured a large and varied exhibition 
covering the Naunton, St Philip 
and St James and Bath Road are-

as, a display on the Cheltenham South railway station at Leckhampton, 
guided walks, talks, a ûBath Road Now & Thenü slide presentation and 
displays of local memorabilia. 
 

ûAbsolutely brilliant - too much to take  
in in one day!ü a satisfied visitor said. 
Judging from the many positive com-
ments  received, visitors were clearly 
impressed. It is estimated that nearly 
500 people attended over the two and a 
half days and the variety of activities, 
with the exhibition at the core, really 
complemented one another. 
 

Speaking on behalf of the organisers, I can report that the entire festival 
worked like clockwork, with the whole team fulfilling their roles with enthu-
siasm. The exhibitors, speakers, walking guides, stewards, those who 
helped with setting up and the Bethesda church community, all played 
their parts perfectly. The support provided by Cheltenham Heritage Open 

Days was particularly invaluable. 
 

This unique collaboration between 
Bethesda Methodist Church, Chel-
tenham LHS, Leckhampton LHS, 
the Naunton Area Residents Asso-
ciation and the St Philip and St 
James Area Residents Association 
demonstrates how so much can be 
achieved when local groups and 
residents work together. 
 

Stuart Manton  
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FEATURE  

 
A Cheltenham Surprise  

 
 

In my earlier contribution to the þMemoriesÿ section in Newsletter No. 107 
(November 2023) I related how our family came from London to live in 
Cheltenham in the 1940s. We had no previous connection with Chelten-
ham ù or so we thought... 
Our paternal grandfather, David Lyall (1869-1933), was from Wick in Caith-
ness, and there was an anecdotal belief that, as a young man, he had 
been visited by a remote relative ù another David Lyall (1817-1895) ù who 
had been an Antarctic explorer and botanist while serving as a naval sur-
geon, and that there was a Lyall Island named after him. It was said that 
he had told our grandfather that he would pass on to him his own gold 
watch (but never did!). We thought no more about this until in 1992 my 
brothers Tom and Andrew and I were visiting our uncle Cathel in Dundee 
who had for some time been attempting genealogical research in the hope 
of finding the  actual relationship. He 
took us to a cemetery in Auchen-
blae, Kincardineshire where there 
were the gravestones of David Lyall 
RNüs father and grandfather. 
As soon as Andrew got back to Lon-
don he set about tracing the career 
of David Lyall RN. Having obtained 
his initial medical qualification in 
1838 he went on a voyage to Green-
land as surgeon on a whaling ship. 
He joined the Royal Navy in 1839 and 

was appointed 
assistant surgeon on HMS Terror on Sir James 
Clark Rossüs scientific expedition to the Antarctic, 
and made friends with another young surgeon      
Joseph Hooker, who was later to become one of  
the leading scientists of the 19th century. They com-
bined their common interest in natural history with 
their medical duties, both being interested in botany, 
and collected specimens on their outward voyage 
via Madeira, Tenerife and Cape Verde. On the   
Kerguelen Islands David Lyall identified an interest-
ing rock plant whose genus Lyallia was named   
after him. He was commended to the Admiralty for      

having collected specimens of at least 1,500 species during the four-year        

     Joseph Hooker 

HMS Terror trapped in the ice on an 
earlier expedition to the Arctic 
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expedition. On this voyage the shipüs surgeons were commemorated by 
naming Cape Hooker and the Lyall Islands. 
On his return in 1843 David Lyall spent some 
time in the Mediterranean before he was    
appointed surgeon and naturalist on HMS  
Acheron in 1847, surveying the coastline and 
flora of New Zealand. Among his many other 
discoveries the most spectacular one was that 
of the giant buttercup, later named ranunculus 
lyallii whose white and yellow flowers were 4 
inches across, and the leaves 12 inches. He 
also provided one of the first descriptions of 

the flightless green New Zealand parrot, the kakapo. 
From 1852 to 1854 David Lyall was on an expedition to the Arctic in search 
of any remains of Sir John Franklinüs ill-fated expedition to find the North-
West Passage, collecting a large number of specimens in Greenland and 
the Polar Islands. Lyall Point to the NW of Bathurst Island is named after 
him.  
Andrew unearthed a vast amount of information about David Lyall which 
he published in a 24-page article in the Linnean magazine, but I now (at 
last) come to the point of this article. 
After serving in the Baltic campaign 
and the Canada/USA Boundary Com-
mission, David Lyall retired in 1873    
to Cheltenham, as indeed did many   
who had been in the services. When     
Andrew discovered this he hastened 
back to Cheltenham where a helpful 
librarian turned up the obituary in an 
1895 Cheltenham Examiner and sug-
gested that a grave might be found in 
the Cheltenham Cemetery. This 
proved to be the case, and Andrew 
said ûIt was indeed strange and mov-
ing to see his headstone which had 
been there all those years and pre-
sumably unvisited.ü A street directory of the time showed his address in 
retirement as 1 Priory Parade, later renumbered as 24 London Road. 
In discussions with the Cheltenham Civic Society, and with our friend Mick  
Kippin of Cheltenham Local History Society, an idea was formed that a 
blue plaque might be appropriate for the house, subject to the approval of 
the owners. They were very much in favour of it, and by 2010 a suitable 
plaque had been designed and manufactured, incorporating an image of 
the eponymous buttercup. It was unveiled on 26th June 2010 by the Mayor 
of Cheltenham, Cllr Anne Regan, at a small ceremony also attended by  
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Martin Horwood MP, Stephen Clarke (Chairman of the Cheltenham Civic 
Society),  Dr Roger Woodley (the organiser), Mick Kippin of the Chelten-
ham Local History Society, and Mr and Mrs Howells, the owners of  the 
house. Also present was Professor Dianne Edwards FRS FLS from Car-
diff, of the Council of the Linnean Society.  
So we had identified our presumed distant relative, obtained a wealth of 
information about him, and confirmed that an island had indeed been 
named after him, and amazingly that he had fetched up in Cheltenham 
nearly 70 years before we did ù and another 50 years had passed before 
we realised it. 
What we had not found out was the exact relationship between David Lyall 
RN and our grandfather, although the story about the gold watch lends 
credence to the assumption that they must have been related. Tantalising-
ly, several years ago we met by chance a Mr Franklin who was related to 
Sir John Franklin, whose failed expedition had been the object of a search 
in which David Lyall was involved. This Mr Franklin thought  his parents 
might have remembered David Lyall, but one of them had recently died 
and the other had lost mental capacity. However, at the Royal Geograph-
ical Society we were shown David Lyallüs compass, fowling piece, and 
some playbills for entertainments he had organised for the crews of his 
ships. We suspect the gold watch was appropriately left to his eldest son, 
Captain Charles George Lyall, who attended Cheltenham College and 
died on 18th October 1914 on the Western Front. 
 

David Lyall  

 

NEW PUBLICATION  

 
Churches of Gloucestershire 
by Nicola Coldstream 
 
The book is a fascinating exploration of many 
of Gloucestershireüs historic churches, both 
large and small.  As a picture of an important 
part of the history of Gloucestershire over the 
centuries it will be of interest to anyone who 
appreciates old churches, whether living local-
ly or just visiting this very attractive county. 
 
Published by Amberley Publishing in January 
2024, £14.39 in paperback. 
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OBITUARY  
 

                  Dr Anne Dunn  
 
Anne Dunn, who died on 18th June, was a long-
standing member of the Society who continued to 
attend meetings regularly even in her last years, until 
age and frailty made the effort too great. Like many 
of us, she was not a native Cheltonian (she grew up 
in Bournemouth) but she said that when she came  
to live in this town with her late husband Roy it was 
ûlove at first sightü and she immediately felt she belonged here. Before then 
she had been in London for 15 years pursuing a career in musicúthe sub-
ject of her doctorateúfirst as a professional singer enjoying a life of recit-
als, BBC broadcasts and tours abroad, and then as a teacher of music to 
adults. She also lectured at international conferences. In her schooldays 
she had not liked history, but later she studied it with the Open University, 
and when she moved here and joined CLHS she soon developed a keen 
interest in the history of Cheltenham. She served as Chairman  from 2000 
to 2003, and made a particular contribution by setting up links between our 
Society and equivalent societies in Cheltenhamüs twin towns of Annecy 
(France), Göttingen (Germany), Sochi (Russia) and Cheltenham, Pennsyl-
vania (USA). In 2001 a 300-strong party came from Göttingen to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the twinning, and Anne helped to entertain them. 
Though small in stature she had a natural confidence and authority, no 
doubt derived from her years as a public performer. 

  

SOCIETY NEWS  

                                         
Cheltenham Arts Council  
  Celebration of the Arts 

 

We last took part in this annual event, 
timed to coincide with Heritage Open 
Days, in September 2022, when we 
found it  a worthwhile way of advertis-
ing the Society and attracting potential 
new members. So it proved this time 
too. Saturday September 7th was a 

fine day and there were plenty of people looking at the stalls along the 
Promenade. We were able to talk to a good number of them, telling them 
about the Society, as well as giving away nearly all the membership leaf-
lets we had brought and many past issues of the Newsletter. 
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FEATURE  
 

 

                                    Advertising in the Victorian Age 
 
 

The back page of this Newsletter features a membership card dated 1848-49, 
found in an attic in Sandhurst. With it were several more cards, presumably 
dating from about the same time but of different kinds (see opposite page). 
Two of them, bearing only the names of private individuals, were probably  
visiting cards, designed to be left at another personüs house if the occupier 
was not at home. The Patricksons named on the card at the top left may well 
have been the mother and daughter of that name who in 1851were living at   
3 Paragon Terrace. They were ladies of independent means. 
The rest are trade cards.  Made of card or paper of varying size and shape, 
these were at one time commonly used to advertise businesses of all kinds. 
They originated in France and England at  the end of  the 17th century and 
were widely used by retailers and tradesmen in the 18th and 19th centuries, 
being a convenient reminder to hand out to customers or potential customers. 
They were always made small enough to fit conveniently into a gentlemanüs 
pocket or a ladyüs purse. Some were very simple and no doubt cheaply pro-
duced, like that of Miss Scott the dressmaker, but sometimes they included 
not only the name of the company and the nature of its business, but also a 
map showing where it was situated. Before 
street numbering was in common use, a map 
or a set of directions was almost essential. 
The card for W Bailey the stationer notes 
that he is to be found in Queenüs Circus,  
opposite the Queenüs Hotel. Sweetman & 
Co, however, must have felt it unnecessary 
to specify the exact whereabouts of their 
York Brewery. Among the services offered 
by W Bailey was engraving and copperplate 
printing, which suggests that his own trade 
card was very likely printed on the premises. 
Judging from the decorative flourishes and 
the general style, he may also have produced the card given out by milliners 
and dressmakers the Misses Bessant. The Arcade where their shop was  
located was built in 1823 north of the High Street, where Bennington Street  
now stands. It would have been quite a prestigious address at the time, the 
other shops being mainly purveyors of books, millinery and fancy goods. 
With the advent of colour lithography in the 19th century trade cards began to 
be printed in colour and carry more sophisticated designs, with the result that 
collecting them became a popular hobby. This in turn led some businesses, 
notably tobacco companies, to produce cards intended primarily for collecting 
rather than for advertising. They came to be known as cigarette cards.  
Kath Boothman  

The Arcade, about 1840 
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COVER PICTURE                                       
 

Alderman Parsonage 
 

George Parsonage was a plumberüs son, born 
in 1815 in Market Drayton, Shropshire. What 
brought him to Cheltenham we do not know, 
but at the time of the 1841 census he was liv-
ing with his wife Ann in St Georgeüs Parade 
and working as a plumber, like his father. He 
must have prospered, since by 1851 he was 
employing ten men and had a live-in servant. 
In May 1853 he got into trouble, facing charges of using ûinferior materi-
alsü, but he evidently managed to live it down and continued to make a  
career in business. When his fourth child, Emily, was born in 1855 he 
gave his profession as übuilderü on her birth certificate. By then he and his 
family had moved upmarket to 17 Pittville Villas.    
Two years later Georgeüs wife Ann died, aged only 45. He was married 
again in 1861 to Sarah Creed from Leckhampton, the widow of another 
builder. By then he was employing 70 men. Ten years later he was living 
at Western Lawn and had begun to make his mark in public life, serving 
as High Bailiff, an important officer of the county court. By 1873 he was 
one of the Town Commissioners, and in 1874 he was elected Chairman. 
He stood as Mayor, unsuccessfully, in 1876. The 1881 census finds him 
as a ûretired builderü aged 66, still at Western Lawn, with his wife, daugh-
ter Emily, stepdaughter Sophia and two servants. 
A year later, in 1882, George was elected Mayor for the first time. Now 
he had really üarrivedü as a public figure, and his activities were often 
mentioned in the Examiner, not least because he was Mayor again in 
each of the following four years. In 1883 he was invited to dine with the 
Lord Mayor of London and also turned the first sod for the creation of 
Dowdeswell reservoir. In 1885 he made arrangements for entertaining 
Prince George of Cambridge, who visited Cheltenham that summer.  
When he turned 70 in February 1885 the Town Council called on him at 
home to offer birthday congratulations. In October he was proposed for 
nomination to the mayoralty yet again, but at first declined on grounds of 
ill-health. He changed his mind and was duly re-elected for the fifth and 
final time in 1886, resulting in the ceremony depicted on our front cover.  
His wife Sarah had died in 1884, and by 1891 George was clearly unwell, 
as his household then included not only a daughter, son-in-law and two 
grandchildren but also a sick nurse. He died the same year, and was 
buried on 9th December. The Register of Burials records him simply as 
ûGentlemanü. One suspects he would have liked that. 
 

Kath Boothman  

George Parsonage by 
Knighton Warren,1887 

 


