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ALBERT VILLA, 3 SELKIRK STREET 
 

[Jill Waller, CLHS, June 2022] 
 

Albert Villa, c.2020 (Courtesy of Streetview) 
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1834 Merrett’s Map: 

 
 

Albert Villa was built c.1840-41, probably by William Morgan. The first occupier was Wardle Eastland Evans 
(1810-1884), a musician. Born in Margate, Wardle married a Cheltenham baker’s daughter, Sarah Watcham, in 1838. 
Besides teaching, W.E. Evans was a skilled craftsman and inventor who did much to advance the of harmonium building 
in England. He designed the ‘New English Harmonium’, from 1843, producing many patents for improvements to the 
instrument. Henry Willis (1820-1901), later to become one of the greatest English pipe organ builders of the 19th 
century, worked with W.E. Evans in Cheltenham from 1842-45. Around this time (1844) Evans restored the pipe organ 
in St. Peter’s, Winchcombe. Evans exhibited harmoniums at the Paris 1867 Exhibition, among others. 
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W.E. Evans moved to Bath Buildings (Bath Rd, junction with St. Luke’s) in the mid-1840s, moving to Sheffield 
briefly in the late 1850s before settling in London. Here he developed and produced harmoniums for Messrs Boosey & 
Sons, as well as on his own account. Evans became bankrupt in 1867 and again in 1870, but undaunted he continued to 
bring out patents for ‘improvements to harmoniums’ until his death in 1884. 

 
 

While in Cheltenham, W.E. Evans, Leader & Director of the Cheltenham Philharmonic Society, taught a variety 
of musical instruments, available to hire or buy from a shop he had in Pittville Street. Evans had musical connections in 
Stroud as well. He also introduced Cheltenham to the Mainzerian system of singing. Prussian-born Joseph Mainzer 
(1801-1851) was a much respected composer, music journalist and pioneering music educator. He settled in Paris for a 
while, and was part of the revolutionary Association Polytechnique that offered free education to the working classes. 
His massed singing classes were a great success but aroused the suspicions of authorities, so Mainzer moved to England 
in 1841, where he taught across the country before settling in Edinburgh. 
 

 
Joseph Mainzer (1801-1851), in 1837 

 
On arrival in England Mainzer had to teach himself to speak the language, and within a year he published 

Singing for the Million, written in English. Established music teachers and professors were often resistant to Mainzer’s 
ideas, including musician and composer John Barnett (1802-1890), who published a pamphlet asserting ‘SINGING 
CANNOT BE TAUGHT IN CLASSES’. John Barnett had retired to Cheltenham in 1841, where he was a singing-master, 
publishing his own works on systems of singing! (Barnett was the son of a Prussian Jew, Bernhard Beer, who had 
changed his surname on settling in England as a jeweller, which makes Barnett’s rivalry and criticism surprising. – JW) 
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ALBERT VILLA – NEWS, etc. 
 

Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 6 Mar 1841 – NOTICE of REMOVAL 

 
 

Cheltenham Chronicle, Thur 8 Apr 1841 – ADVT. 

 
 

1841 CENSUS (6 Jun) 
     Age Occupation  Born in County? 

Albert Villa, Cheltenham: 
Wardle Eastland Evans  30 Teacher of Music  No 
Sarah Evans  20 (née Watcham)  Yes 
William Evans    2    Yes 
Sarah Evans    1    Yes 
Hannah Bendle  25 Female Servant  Yes 
Mary Perkins  20 Female Servant  Yes 

Selkirk Cottage (in adjoining yard): 
William Morgan  45 Builder   Yes 
Rachel Morgan  45    Yes 

+ 6 children: Charles 20; William 15; James 13; Samuel 9; Caroline 7; Mary 4. 
There was a large builder’s yard next to Albert Villa, occupied by William Morgan, then Winstone, and later by 

members of the Billings family. William Morgan went bankrupt in 1843, and became an auctioneer. The yard, with lofts 
and cellarage, adjoining Albert Villa was the reason the properties were bought by the Brewery later in the century, for 
use as ‘Stores’. 
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Cheltenham Looker-On, Sat 18 Jun 1842 – ADVT. 

 
 
Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 22 Jun 1842 – We see by an advertisement that Mr Evans, of Albert Villa, has been 
appointed by Mr Mainzer, instructor of his system of singing. Mr Evans, in addition to his lessons here, has opened 
classes at Stroud, with every prospect of success.  
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Thur 30 Jun 1842 – STROUD  

 
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Thur 7 Jul 1842 – ADVT. 
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Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 20 Jul 1842 – ADVT. 
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Cheltenham Chronicle, Thur 25 Aug 1842 – ADVT. 

 
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Thur 6 Oct 1842 – ADVT. 
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Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 5 Apr 1843 – PROPERTY ADVT. 
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Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 21 Jun 1843 – PROPERTY ADVT. 

 
 

Cheltenham Journal & Glos. Fashionable Weekly Gazette, Mon 11 Aug 1845 – PROPERTY ADVT. 

 
Captain Thatcher did not stay at Albert Villa for very long. 
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1851 CENSUS (30 Mar) 
Albert Villa, Cheltenham: 

Ann M Myers  Head M 73 Annuitant London 
Eliza Myers  Dau  32   Greenwich, Kent 
Sharlotte Robson  Servt M 50 Servant  Northleach 
Jane Goulding  Servt U 31 Servant  Dunsbourne, Glos 

 

1855-57 Cheltenham Old Town Survey: 
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Cheltenham Chronicle, Tue 1 Feb 1859 – PROPERTY ADVT. 

 

 
 

Cheltenham Chronicle, Tue 11 Sep 1860 – DEATHS  
Aug. 31, at Albert Villa, Pittville, Anna Maria Myers, relict of the late Thomas Myers, LL.D., in her 84th year. 

 

Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 31 Oct 1860 – PROPERTY ADVT. 
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Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 28 Nov 1860 – PROPERTY ADVT. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1861 CENSUS (7 Apr) 
      Rel. Status Age  Occupation Birthplace 

Kensington Villa, Selkirk Street: 
Edward Billings  Head M 65 Carpenter empl. 10 men Monmouth 
Mary Billings  Wife M 52    Warminster, Wilts 

+ 5 children, all born Cheltenham: Alfred 21; Mary A 20; Emily 18; Henry 16; Sidney 14 
+ Servt, Mary Nicholls, 17, b. Drybrook 

Albert Villa, Selkirk Street: 
John Smith  Head M 60 Builder   York 
Eliza Smith  Wife M 53    London 
Charles Smith  Son U 22 Upholsterer  London 
Robert Smith  Son U 17 Cabinet Maker Apprent. Gloucester 

+ 4 more children, all b. Cheltenham: Louisa 14; Laura 12; John 9; Harry 6. 
Elizabeth Pugh  Servt U 46 Cook   Gloucester 
Mary Reeves  Servt U 21 Housemaid  Devon 
Ellen Goff  Servt U 16 Parlour Maid  Evesham 

 
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Tue 18 Mar 1862 – FEMALE INVALID HOME 

A new institution under the above title is in course of formation having for its object the provision of a 
comfortable temporary home for respectable women of the middle classes, especially during illness, at very moderate 
charges; as in fact an Invalid Boarding House for those whose means will not enable them to pay for expensive lodgings 
and maintenance in seasons of sickness or when destitute of employment. The design contemplates a self-supporting 
institution, but as its formation  and establishment must necessarily involve a considerable outlay at starting, the 
contributions of the benevolently disposed are of course needed in the first instance. It is proposed the Home shall be 
under the sanction and supervision of a committee, and conducted by a qualified superintendent. 

 
(This proved to be a very short-lived venture – JW) 
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Cheltenham Chronicle, Tue 6 May 1862 – ADVT.  
 

 
 
Stroud Journal, Sat 21 Feb 1863 – PROPERTY ADVT. 

 
 
Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 15 Jul 1863 – PROPERTY  
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FLOWER & SONS era. 
Flower & Sons, Brewers of Stratford-on-Avon, had acquired the builders yard next to Albert Villa by 1862, 

and later acquired Albert Villa as a house for their area manager.  
 
Cheltenham Looker-On, Sat 1 Feb 1862 – ADVT. 

 
 
 
Gloucester Journal, Sat 31 May 1862 – ADVT. – (First Agent – John Henry Cliffe) 

 
 
Cheltenham Mercury, Sat 15 Dec 1866 – ADVT. 

 
 
Illustrated Midland News, Sat 22 Jan 1870 – MESSRS. FLOWER & SONS BREWERY, Stratford-on-Avon. 

… Messrs Flower & Son’s establishment employs altogether about 130 men, and 45 clerks and travellers. 
They have special representatives at Bristol, Cheltenham, Birmingham, Leamington, London and other places; and 
some idea of the extent of their trade may be gathered from the statement that they have between 30,000 and 
40,000 travelling casks in use. 
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1871 CENSUS (2 Apr) 
      Rel. Status Age  Occupation  Birthplace 

Kensington Villa, Selkirk Street: 
Edward Billings  Head M 74 Builder empl. 34 men, 3 boys Monmouth 
Mary Langley Billings Wife M 62     Warminster, Wilts 
Edward Billings  Son U 32 Linen Draper   Cheltenham 
Mary Ann Billings  Dau U 30 No occupation   Cheltenham 
Emily Billings  Dau U 28 Daily Governess   Cheltenham 
Henry Billings  Son U 26 Jeweller    Cheltenham 
Sydney Billings  Son U 24 Builder’s Assistant  Cheltenham 
Mary Elizabeth Spencer Servt.  15 General & Domestic Servant Salperton, Glos 

Albert Villa, Selkirk Street: - UNOCCUPIED – (But neighbouring yard used by Flower & Sons as office and stores.) 
 
Cheltenham Mercury, Sat 23 Sep 1876 – BIRTHS 

Aug 5, at Albert Villa, Selkirk Street, Mrs A. Green of a daughter, Marion.  
(Wife of Abraham, agent for Messrs Flower & Sons; the Brewery had bought Albert Villa by this date.) 

 

1881 CENSUS (3 Apr) 
      Rel. Status Age  Occupation  Birthplace 

Kensington Villa, Selkirk Street: 
Samuel D. Powell  Head M 40 Hosier’s Assistant  Oxfordshire 
Catherine N. Powell Wife M 43    High Wycomb 
George Albert Powell Son U 19 Hosier’s Cashier  Oxfordshire 

+ 4 more children: Alfred Elizabeth (sic) 17; Samuel James 14; William £. 11; Ada Mary 9. 
Albert Villa, Selkirk Street: 

Abraham Green  Head M 35 Manager of Brewery Stores   Cassington, Oxford 
            empl. 8 men, 2 boys 

Marianne Green  Wife M 41        Oxford 
Ethel Marion Green Dau    4 Scholar   Cheltenham 
Sarah Sophia Williams Visitor U 32    Oxford 

 
1885 OS Map: 
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Cheltenham Examiner, Wed 12 Dec 1888 – ADVT. 

 
 

1891 CENSUS (5 Apr) 
      Rel. Status Age Occupation  Birthplace 

(Albert Villa), 2 Selkirk Street: 
Abraham Green  Head M 45 Manager of Ale Stores Cassington, Oxon 
Mary Ann Green  Wife M 51    St. Giles’, Oxford 
Ethel Marion Green Dau  14 Scholar   Cheltenham 
Sarah S Williams  Visitor U 41    St. Giles’, Oxford 

 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 11 Dec 1900 – ADVT. –  

 
(Branch office has been opened at 377 High Street, corner of Regent Street, now No.166 High Street.) 
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1901 CENSUS (31 Mar) 
      Rel. Status Age Occupation  Birthplace 

Albert Villa, Selkirk Street: 
Abraham Green  Head M 55 Brewer’s Manager Cassington, Oxon 
Mary Ann Green  Wife M 62    St. Giles, Oxford 
Ethel M. Green  Dau U 24    Cheltenham 
Harriett Whaceham Visitor W 68    St. Giles, Oxford 
Sarah S. Williams  Visitor U 54    St. Giles, Oxford 

+ Office Buildings 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 12 May 1905 – LOST & FOUND 

LOST, on Tuesday, black smooth-coated retriever dog, answers to the name of “Rock”. – Finder will be suitably 
rewarded on returning to Albert Villa, Selkirk Street, Cheltenham. Anyone detaining same after this notice will be 
prosecuted. 
 
 
1903 OS map: 

 
 
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Sat 4 Mar 1905 – BREWSTER SESSIONS 

OBJECTION TO THE CONTINENTAL CAFÉ – re. renewal of the license of the Continental Café, (corner of Regent 
Street) one of the 13 houses in the town of which the Justices’ Licensing Committee at the annual licensing session 
instructed Supt. Hopkins to give notice of opposition to the renewal of their licenses. … The licensee was Mr Charles M. 
Gwynn. … Supt. Hopkins went on to state … within a radius of 200yds there were 13 on-license houses, within 300yds 
43 on-licenses … etc. … the house had a clean record …  

… Seven or eight years ago the character of the house changed from a restaurant to a beerhouse, one part 
being taken off for Messrs Flower’s offices, which occupied what was the eating department. … Mr Abraham Green, 
local manager for Flower & Sons, stated that the average yearly value of beer supplied to the Continental Café during 
the past three years was £177 14s 6d. He should say that Mr Gwynn was making a good livelihood. There had, so far, 
been no change in the character of the neighbourhood during the past 25 years. … (The license was provisionally 
renewed.) 
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Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 11 Jul 1907 – POLICE COURT 

Mr Haddock applied for the temporary transfer of the Lamb Hotel, High Street, from Thomas Bache to 
Richard Jones. On July 5 an application was made to the High Court of Justice (Chancery Division) to appoint a 
receiver. Mr Justice Warrington granted the application to Mr Abraham Green being appointed receiver and manager 
on behalf of Messrs Flower & Son. Mr Green had appointed Mr Richard Jones (late licensee of the White Lion, 
Brighton) as manager of the Lamb Hotel. – The application was granted. 
 

1911 CENSUS (2 Apr) 
 Name  Relat. Status Age Occupation  Birthplace  

Albert Villa, Selkirk Street: (Occupying 8 rooms) 
Abraham Green  Head M 65 Manager of Ale Stores Cassington, Oxon 
Mary Ann Green  Wife M 72    St. Giles, Oxford 
Ethel Marian Green Dau U 33    Cheltenham 
Sarah Sophia Williams   Wife’s sister  U 63    St. Giles, Oxford 

(couple were married 42 years; 1 children, still surviving) 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 8 Jan 1913 – DOMESTICS WANTED 

WANTED, general servant, about 17, country girl preferred; two in family. – Apply between 5-8 p.m., Mrs Lyne, 
Albert Villa, Selkirk Street, Cheltenham. 
 

Gloucestershire Echo, Sat 17 May 1913 – DOMESTICS WANTED 
WANTED, a good day girl. – Apply Albert Villa, Selkirk Street, Pittville, Chelt. 

 

1914 KELLY’S DIRECTORY OF GLOS: 
Albert Villa, Selkirk Street – Harry Gladstone Lyne 
Flower & Sons Ltd, brewery stores, (H.G. Lyne, manager), 377 High Street & Selkirk Street. 

 

Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 4 Nov 1914 – DOMESTICS WANTED 
WANTED, young general; good references; sleep out. – Apply between 2-3, Lyne, Albert Villa, Selkirk Street. 

 

Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 7 Aug 1917 – ADVT. 
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Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 25 Jul 1918 – ADVT. 

 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 19 Apr 1921 

The Norwood Bowling Club will open their green on Saturday next. The members are being entertained to tea 
by the president, Mr H.G. Lyne. 
 

1921 CENSUS (19 Jun) 

Albert Villa, Selkirk Street: – (3 members in household) – Harry Gladstone Lyne + Mary Ann + Elizabeth (?) 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 2 May 1923 – MOTORS  

FOR SALE– 10 h.p. four-seater Humber car, in excellent condition; dynamo lighting, one-man hood, 
speedometer, clock, full took kit and spares; tax paid to end of year; any trial. Apply between 5 and 6, Albert Villa, 
Selkirk Street, Cheltenham. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 22 Feb 1924 – CHELTENHAM PARISH CHURCH 

Annual Meeting of the Church Council – … The Rector, in a brief address, first warmly thanked the churchmen 
and sidesmen of both churches (St. Mary’s; St. Matthew’s) for their valuable services. …Having acknowledged the work 
of the hon. secretary of the Council (Mr H.G. Lyne), he said the clerical staff was much as it was last year … 
 
1926 KELLY’S DIRECTORY of CHELTENHAM 

Albert Villa, Selkirk Street – Harry G. Lyne 
Flower & Sons Ltd. (H.G. Lyne, manager), brewers; town order office, 377 High Street; 

                   stores, Glenfall Street (behind Albert Villa). Tel. No. 228 
 
Gloucester Citizen, Sat 4 Jun 1927 – REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCAL CLUBS 

The 18th annual Convention of Rotary International begins at Ostend on Monday and continues until Friday. 
The deputations from the local clubs are as follows: … 

… Cheltenham: … Mrs L. Scott Langley (my grandmother – JW), Rotarian, and Mrs H.G. Lyne, Rotarian … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Sat 5 May 1928 – MOTOR CARS 

12 h.p. Humber car for sale, fully equipped, sound mechanical condition, tax paid end of year; trial by 
appointment; £100 or reasonable offer. – Lyne, Albert Villa, Selkirk Street, Cheltenham. 
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Sat 13 Jun 1931 – TEWKESBURY PROPERTY SALE 

… Five cottages at Kemerton, bought for £240 by Mr. H.G. Lyne, of Cheltenham. … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 15 Mar 1932 – ROTARY CLUB – OFFICIALS ELECTED AT ANNUAL MEETING 

The Cheltenham Rotary Club’s luncheon at the Queen’s Hotel today was followed by the annual general 
meeting of the club. Mr L.G. Dimmer (president) presided. – By a unanimous vote Mr H.G. Lyne, the senior vice-
president, was elected to the presidency. He takes office on July 1. … 
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Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 5 May 1932 – CHELTENHAM DOG SHOW AWARDS 
The annual show of the West of England Ladies’ Kennel Society, held at Pittville Gardens, Cheltenham, 

yesterday, attracted a record entry of dogs from all parts of the country. There were over 3,350 entries, and the 60 
breeds required 42 championship judges to cope with them. … Local Winners: 

AIREDALE TERRIERS – Mrs M.A. Lyne, Albert Villa, Selkirk Street, Cheltenham, won a third in the novice dog 
class of the Airedale terriers; … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Sat 6 Aug 1932 – DOGS & CATS 

FOR sale, champion bred Airedale puppies, very healthy and promising – Mrs Lyne, Albert Villa, Selkirk Street. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 21 Oct 1932 – HOUSES, &c., TO BE LET OR SOLD 

TO be let, No.17 Selkirk Street, 3 sitting rooms, 3 bedrooms, spacious basement, large garden and room for 
garage. – Apply Lyne, Albert Villa, Selkirk Street. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 3 Nov 1933 – LECKHAMPTON PROPERTY SOLD 

A sale of property was held by Cornelius & Boulter at Trevor House, Leckhampton Road, today. The property 
was sold to Mr Harry Gladstone Lyne, of Albert Villa, Selkirk Street, for £730. A sale of furniture followed. 

_______________________________ 
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Sat 2 Nov 1935 – CHELTENHAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

… Two new members, Mr W.E. Court and Mr A.W. Aldridge, were welcomed to the meeting. … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 26 Nov 1935 – A SPARKLING “MAID of the MOUNTAINS” AT THE OPERA HOUSE 

Another feather was added to the already beplumed cap of the Cheltenham Operatic and Dramatic Society last 
night when “The Maid of the Mountains” was presented to a record first night house at the Cheltenham Opera House.  

… The cast were: … Brigands, officers, soldiers and fishermen: … W.E. Court, … 
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Sat 30 Jan 1937 – OPERATIC SOCIETY 

At the annual general meeting of the Cheltenham Operatic & Dramatic Society on Wednesday night a loss of 
£71 was reported on the year’s productions. Mr John Howell was re-elected president, Mr W.E. Court succeeds Mrs T.J. 
Craig as general secretary, and Mr D.B. Harris was elected treasurer in place of Mr J.N. Sidaway. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 15 Apr 1937 – CHELTENHAM BOWLING CLUB’S CHEERY FUNCTION 

The bowling season opens on April 24, and last night members of the Cheltenham Bowling Club had a merry 
pre-celebration. About 120 members, visitors and friends attended a supper and smoking concert in the clubhouse, 
when, following an excellent repast, a delightful entertainment programme was given. … 

… Considerable concert talent within the club was displayed in the programme arranged by Mr W.H. Jones. … 
The musical part of the programme was contributed to by Mr Cruwys and Mr J.H. Finch (baritone), Mr W.E. Court (tenor) 
and the Bowling Club Chori; and community singing was vigorously indulged in, with Mr. J.T. Cooke at the piano. … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 13 May 1937 – THOUSANDS SEE THE CORONATION PROCESSION 

Cheltenham’s Mile-long Line of Colour and Comedy – Last night’s Coronation procession organised by 
Cheltenham Rotary Club was a splendid success. Crowds numbering many thousands lining deeply the route from 
Montpellier, along the Promenade and High Street to Sandford Park, saw a fine succession of tableaux, picturesque and 
comic, decorated vehicles and people ranging in costume from the charming to the grotesque. … 

… A strong committee, of which Mr Reginald Haidon was chairman, Mr W.E. Court secretary, and Mr H.B. 
Poulton marshal of the procession, were responsible for the arrangements. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 7 Apr 1937 – MOTOR CLUB AND USE OF THE ATHLETIC GROUND 

Traders Support Plea to Town Council for Facilities – Cheltenham Athletic Ground was again thrust into the 
limelight last night when, at a chamber of commerce meeting, a resolution asking that the Cheltenham Motor Club be 
granted facilities by the town council for staging entertainments there, was passed following a long discussion. The 
discussion arose when Mr G. Pyecroft raised the question of an application for the use of the Athletic Ground which has 
been made by the Motor club for the purpose of running rodeos, etc., principally for the benefit of local charities. …  

… Mr W.E. Court said that as a resident of that locality he had had much more noise from the mop fairs held 
on the Athletic Ground than he had ever had from motor rodeos. He asked what happened to the 1,000 children when 
the Rugby club had the ground for the whole 12 months. … (discussion about children being deprived of the use of the 
ground during Motor Club events – JW) 
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1938 KELLY’S DIRECTORY of CHELTENHAM: 
3 Selkirk Street – Wilfred E. Court (Albert Villa); Flower & Sons Ltd, brewers, (stores) 

 
Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 3 Feb 1938 – CHELTENHAM BOWLS CLUB DINNER 

For the first time since the Cheltenham Bowling Club’s pavilion was presented in 1922, the annual dinner of 
the members was held there last night. … A capital entertainment arranged by Mr F. McKenna was much enjoyed. The 
artists were Messrs P. Largey, W. Liddiard, H.F. Cruwys, G. Jones, C. Pearce, and W.E. Court (accompanist). … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 7 Sep 1938 – CHELTENHAM ROTARY CLUB LUNCHEON 

… Mr W.E. Court, who had been holidaying in Switzerland, conveyed to the club the greetings of the Interlaken 
Rotary Club, accompanied by the gift of a small embroidered banner. … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 23 Dec 1938 – OPENING OF NEW PUBLIC HOUSE – “HISTORIC OCCASION” AT WHADDON 

The Cat and the Fiddle, Cheltenham’s newest public-house, erected on the Whaddon Estate by Messrs Flower 
& Sons Ltd, of the Stratford-on-Avon Brewery, was officially opened to the public yesterday by Alderman J.P. Pates, 
chairman of the Housing Committee of the Cheltenham Town Council. … 

… Among those present were … Mr W.E. Court (Cheltenham manager, Flower & Sons Ltd.), Mr H.G. Lyne 
(formerly Cheltenham manager of Flower & Sons Ltd), … 
 
1939 OS Map: 

 
 

1939 WW2 National Registration (29 Sep) 
Name  D.o.B  Occupation  Marital Status 

3 Selkirk Street: 
Wilfred E Court  30 Jul 1895 Brewers District Manager married      (Special Constabulary) 
Lina E Court  4 Nov 1889 Unpaid Domestic duties married  
Doris E Court  19 Feb 1921 At School 

+ 1 closed record 
Ellen Wray  23 Feb 1865 Unpaid Domestic duties Unmarried 

+ 2 closed records 
Pauline Pond  8 Oct 1927 At School 

+ 3 more closed records – (One of the closed records is Lisl Ehrmann – JW) 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 31 Jan 1940 – SWISS MEMORIES ADDRESS TO LOCAL ROTARIANS 

An interesting address on a holiday spent in Switzerland in 1938 was given by Rotarian W.E. Court at the weekly 
luncheon of the Cheltenham Rotary Club yesterday. Mr Court described how with members of his family he made 
Interlaken the centre for his tour, and spent a considerable part of the holiday walking to the many beauty spots of the 
district in the immediate vicinity. He described mountain climbs, walks along the lake-side and trips by mountain 
railways which gave admirable views of the magnificent Swiss scenery.  
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He gave a day-to-day account of the excursions which he made, and mentioned his visits to Swiss Rotary Clubs, 
which he found among the most interesting events of the holiday. One Rotary dinner had been planned to take place 
on a mountain in the moonlight, and it was a considerable disappointment to Mr Court that a heavy mist made this 
impracticable. At the dinner he met many visitors from all over the world, and had since renewed acquaintanceship 
with one of the members when he paid a visit to Cheltenham. Humorously Mr Court mentioned that on one occasion 
he succeeded in getting a bank to re-open after the customary hours in order to provide him with money, and compared 
this experience to the attitude which would be adopted by a British bank if they received such a request. – Mr Court 
was thanked by Rotarian C. Stock. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 22 Jan 1941 – FIRE-WATCHERS’ MEETING 

Under the chairmanship of Mr W.E. Court, a meeting of the householders of Selkirk Street and Glenfall Street 
was held at All Saints’ Institute on Tuesday evening, for the purpose of forming a fire-watching party. An attendance of 
about 50 listened to an instructive talk by Mr Bence jun., an ARP Warden, after which a call for volunteers for night duty 
resulted in 32 names being handed in. A small committee was formed, with Mr J. Turner as secretary, to make 
arrangements to obtain the necessary equipment, and it is hoped that in a short time the scheme will be in operation. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Mon 10 Aug 1942 – ROTARIANS’ TREAT FOR CHILDREN 

Cheltenham Rotary Club’s annual summer children’s treat was held on Saturday in the College grounds, by 
permission of the headmaster (Mr A.G. Elliot-Smith) and the College authorities. Some 200 children were invited from 
the Girls’ Orphanage, St. Monica’s Home, the Boys’ Orphanage, Nazareth House, and from the blitzed areas. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves with races and games. Pony rides were provided by vice-president W.E. Court. … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Mon 7 Dec 1942 – ADVTS – CYCLES  

WILL anyone who has an unwanted child’s tricycle sell it to Rotary Club, which wishes to supply a need? – W.E. 
Court, 377 High Street, Cheltenham. ‘Phone 2228. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 26 May 1943 – NEW PRESIDENT 

Honours rotate in the Cheltenham Rotary Club, and every year the members elect a new President to fill the 
chair. This year the honour has fallen upon Mr W.E. Court, the senior vice-president, to succeed Mr C.C. Dodwell. Though 
elected yesterday, the new president does not take office until July. Mr Court is a well-known figure in business circles. 
He succeeded Mr H.G. Lyne, a past president of Cheltenham Rotary Club, as manager of Messrs Flower & Sons Ltd, in 
1935, and took over his classification in Rotary at the same time. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 4 Sep 1945 – FOR SALE 

Mauve dance frock, silk, £3 10s, suit young girl. Call mornings – 3 Selkirk Street. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 23 Oct 1945 – GOOD PROGRESS 

Mr W.E. Court, THE local manager of Messrs Flowers & Sons Ltd, and Past President of the Cheltenham Rotary 
Club, who underwent an operation at a Cheltenham nursing home recently, is, we are informed today, going on very 
satisfactorily. For some months before his operation Mr Court had been carrying on his business under extreme 
difficulty. His many friends in the town wish him a speedy recovery. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 26 Feb 1946 – MARLOW-COURT 

The engagement is announced between John Welton Marlow, elder son of Mr and Mrs F.J. Marlow, of Sutton 
Coldfield, and Eileen Nancye Court, younger daughter of Mr and Mrs W.E. Court, of Albert Villa, Selkirk Street, 
Cheltenham. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 6 Jun 1946 – MR W.E. COURT 
The friends of Mr W.E. Court, the Cheltenham manager for Messrs Flower & Sons, will be glad to hear that he is making 
satisfactory progress following an operation he underwent at a local nursing home a few days ago. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 4 Oct 1946 – LOCAL TIES 

Two Czechoslovakian children, John and Lisl Ehrmann, found a haven in Cheltenham during the war, and both 
took quite an active part in the young life of the town. – Lisl, who was “adopted” by Mr and Mrs W.E. Court, of Albert 
Villa, Selkirk Street, and who continued her education at Pate’s Grammar School, is back in Prague with a post on the 
Czech Broadcasting System. – It is therefore, a matter of considerable interest for both and the many friends they made 
in Cheltenham during their six years’ stay that, in a broadcast in the home service this evening, Lisl is to take the part of 
“The Czechoslovakian Housewife”.  
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The broadcast, which is entitled “World Harvest”, is from 9.30 p.m. to 10.15 p.m. and, writes Lisl in a letter to 
Mr Court, “I have a three-minutes speech in the programme”. The recording was made in Prague and flown to London 
last week. – John Ehrmann, her brother, who was “adopted” by the late Mr. G.H. Bastin and Mrs Bastin of Wallington, 
All Saints Road, and was a boarder at Cheltenham College in the war years, has paid a visit to England since his 
repatriation. He is a leader of a youth movement in Czechoslovakia. 

 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 7 May 1947 – RETURN VISIT 

A warm welcome was extended, on his reappearance in Cheltenham yesterday, to Mr Jan Ehrmann, of Prague, 
who is now Editor of World Student News, the organ of the International Union of Students. – Jan and his sister, Lisl, 
found shelter in Cheltenham after the Germans marched into Czechoslovakia. From July 1939, until the end of the war, 
they lived here, the boy going to Cheltenham College and Lisl to Pate’s Grammar School. – He later went to London 
University; she won a scholarship at Exeter University. Their stay in Cheltenham is their most cherished memory, Jan 
living at the home of Mrs G.H. Bastin, of Wallington, All Saints’ Road, and Lisl with Mr and Mrs W.E. Court, of Albert 
Villa, Selkirk Street. 
 

1947 Aerial Photo (Courtesy of Britain from Above): 

 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Sat 25 Jan 1947 – NOTICE 
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Gloucestershire Echo, Mon 24 Nov 1947 – PRESENTATIONS AT THE OPERA HOUSE 
At the conclusion of Saturday night’s performance of The Arcadians by the Cheltenham Operatic & Dramatic 

Society, after its successful week at the Opera House, Mr W.E. Court, who was the secretary of the Society from 1936 
until his retirement this year, was presented with a hide suitcase and a spirit flask, in recognition of his services to the 
Society. The presentation was made by Mr I.D. Yeaman, the president of the Society, who described Mr Court as “an 
energetic and capable secretary in the highest degree”. A bouquet was presented to Mrs Court. … 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 16 Jul 1948 – ADVTS. – DOGS & CATS 

THREE black Labrador dog puppies for disposal, ready for training. – W.E. Court, 3 Selkirk St. ‘Phone 2228. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Sat 4 Nov 1950 – ROTARY BALL 

 
ROTARY BALL – The President’s table at the Cheltenham Rotary Club Ball at the Town Hall last night. 

Standing (L to R) – Mr W.E. Court (past president), Mrs L.E. Bastin, Mr K.W. Finch (chairman of the Round Table) and 
Mrs Finch, Mr A.M. Palmer (president, Cheltenham Chamber of Commerce), 

 Mrs F.D Litttlewood, Major W.W. Hicks Beach, MP, and Mrs A.M. Palmer. 
Seated – Mrs G.M. Locke, Mrs W.E. Court (president of the Inner Wheel), Mr G.M. Locke (president, Cheltenham 

Rotary Club), the Mayor and Mayoress (Ald. and Mrs P.T. Smith), and Mrs W.W. Hicks Beach. 
 

Cheltenham Chronicle, 23 Jun 1951 – INNER WHEEL FETE 

 
INNER WHEEL FETE – The Mayoress (Mrs A.J. Bettridge) receiving a bouquet from Angela Hogg  

at the opening by the Mayor of Saturday’s fete. On the right is Mrs W.E. Court. 
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Cheltenham Chronicle, Sat 22 Dec 1951 – NOTICE  

 
 

1952 & 1961 KELLY’S DIRECTORIES of CHELTENHAM: 
3 Selkirk Street – FLOWER & SONS LTD, brewers (stores & order office) (Alex. Rt. Cochrane, manager) 
Rosslyn, Moorend Grove – Wilfred Court 

 
1963 KELLY’S DIRECTORY of CHELTENHAM: 

3 Selkirk Street – Page Woodcock; Flower & Sons Ltd, brewers 
 
1965 OS Map: 

 
(‘C’ stands for ‘crane’)   
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Tewkesbury Register & Agricultural Gazette, Fri 8 Jul 1966 – WELCOME TO TEWKESBURY’S NEWEST PUBLIC HOUSE 

 
Mr W.E. Court (second from the right) drawing the fist pint of beer at The Canterbury Inn, Tewkesbury, on Wednesday 
to open the new Flowers house. With him are (L to R) Mrs Link and Mr Anthony Link, the landlords; Mr Tony Monkton, 
a director of Messrs Flowers & Sons; and Major J.P.P. Taylor, also a director, who welcomed the guests at the opening. 
 

A Chronology of Trade & Industry in Cheltenham, CLHS, 2022: 
In 1968 Flowers Beers was transferred to the Cheltenham Whitbread Brewery. 

 

1969 KELLY’S DIRECTORY of CHELTENHAM: 
3 Selkirk Street – Charles W. Brewster; Flower & Sons Ltd, brewers 

 

1972 & 1975 KELLY’S DIRECTORIES of CHELTENHAM: 
3 Selkirk Street – Page Woodcock; Whitbread Flowers, (Cellar Service Dept) 

 

2020 OS Map: – (The site of the brewers stores and yard has become a play area – JW) 

 
 

Sources: 
British Newspaper Archive; Know Your Place (maps); Cheltenham Directories, author’s own. 


