
This Afternoon and Evening—

THEm $ OfW MOUSE, GJfELTEPW

“ THE FATAL WEDDING/’
Next Week—Closed. Re-opens Easter Monday 

with
“ THE BELLE OF CAIRO/’

PRIZE PHOTOGRAPHY.
The Proprietors of the “ Cheltenham 

Chronicle and Gloucestershire Graphic ” 
offer a Weekly Prize of Half-a-Guinea for the 
Best Photograph the work of an Amateur.

Any subject may be chosen, but Photo­
graphs of local current events, persons, and 
places1—particularly the former—are pre- 
fenred.

Competitors may send in any number of 
photographs, all of whicn, however, will be­
come the property of the Proprietors of the 
“ Chronicle and Graphic,” who reserve the 
right to reproduce the same.

The competition is open to tne county.
The winner of the 116th competition is Mr. 

C. E. Rainger, of 9 Bath-place, Cheltenham, 
for his snapshot of the Premier.

PRIZE DRAWING.
A Weekly Prize of Half-a-Guinea is also 

given for the Best Drawing submitted for 
approval.

The competition is open to the county, and 
any subject may be chosen—sketch, portrait, 
or cartoon—but local subjects are preferred.

Drawings must be in Indian black ink on 
Bristol board, and should not be larger’ than 
lOin. by 7iin.

In both competitions all specimens received 
will be retained and may be reproduced, but 
any drawing the return of which is particu­
larly desired will be handed over on personal 
application.

The winner of the 27th competition is Mr. 
Harold E. Dicks of “ Semington,” Cleeve 
Hill.

PRIZE SERMON SUMMARY.
A Prize of Half-a-Guinea per Week is also 

given for the Best Summary not exceeding 
five hundred words of a Sermon preached in 
any church or chapel or other place of worship 
in the county not earlier than the Sunday 
preceding the award. Such summatry must be 
written in ink on one side of me paper only, 
and neatness and legibility of handwriting 
and correctness of punctuation will be to some 
extent considered in allotting the prize. The 
Proprietors reserve to themselves the right to 
Publish any of the contributions- sent in. 
a winner of the ninth competition is

B. Matthews, 96 High Street, Chelten­
ham, for sermon by the Rev. Carey Bonner 

Brunswick Road Baptist Chapel, Glou­
cester.

The sermons will be found in the main 
®h*et of the “ Chronicle.”

th the photograph and drawing competitions 
Series close on the Saturday morning and in 
he sermon summary competition on the Tues- 
ay morning preceding each Saturday’s award.

(eonaiderT^ the TflfNle Opa dJeatte); 1

- cart I H done la^ WbiLsauttde ?

Drawn by Harold E. Dicks, Cheltenham.

Halifax Corporation is setting aside £1 per 
cent, on the wages of its workmen to form a 
compensation for accidents fund.

The Queen has g^yen £1,000 to the London 
Hospital quinquennial appeal fund.

Swallows have been seen already in several 
districts.

Last year the number of Irish emigrants 
was 40,401, nearly a hundrdth part of the 
total population. AH but 211 were natives 
of Ireland, and less than a tenth of them 
were children under fifteen years of age.

The Llanfyllin Guardians on Wednesday 
decided to give a shilling to every tramp 
who would submit to vaccination. The Dol- 
gelly Guardians are giving half-a-crown.

Major C. Du P. Richardson-Griffiths, 2nd 
Gloucestershire Regiment, attains in a few 
weeks the age limit of his rank, and will be 
retired on a pension.

Dr. Clifford has been elected an honorary 
member of the National Liberal Club. At 
the election of members of the National 
Liberal Club on Wednesday 46 new members 
were admitted.
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THROUGH ENGLAND IN RAGS
AN AMATEUR VAGRANT’S 

EXPERIENCES OF ROAD LIFE.
TRICKING LOCAL MENDICITY 

SOCIETIES.
IS ORGANISED CHARITY A FARCE ?
Had I to choose between begging and living 

on organised charity, I would “ mouch ” 
0>nd “ moucn ” till 1 made a competency or 
dropped dead by the roadside. For the one 
is, even to an independent spirit or to an 
unprofessional tramp, infinitely easier, 
pleasanter, and in every way more satisfac­
tory than the other.

This conclusion was forced on me by what 
I saw and heard of local mendicity societies 
while I was a vagrant. Brighton, Leicester, 
Lichfield, Burton, Market Harborough, Bed­
ford, Tunbridge Wells, and other towns that 
I visited, all possess such an organisation, 
while many places that I did not pass 
through also have a mendicity society.

One morning—to take my own experiences 
first—I resolved to test the relief afforded 
to wayfarers by these agencies; but on 
reaching the office of a certain local society, 
and being told by a man who had just left 
it what i should have to do if I applied 
for assistance, my courage failed me.

In this instance you are obliged to bolt 
a pound of new’ bread on the spot, and are 
allowed nothing to drink but cold water! 
No, it was not tempting enough, and, more­
over, I was at that time suffering acutely 
from a stomach complaint. So I turned 
away immediately.

While I was in another town I called at 
the relieving office, where I had heard I 
could obtain one pound of bread. It was 
4.15 p.m. when I reached it, and, after 
reading all the notices in the window, I 
walked in and applied for the relief allowed 
to wayfarers.

• : lie gentleman who attends to that won’t 
le .ill six o’clock," said an elderly man 
who walked out from the inner office; “and 
i don’t know but what the bread tickets 
have been stopped during the hopping 
season.”

The equivocal nature of this reply struck 
me at the moment it was uttered. I went 
outside, however, and strolled about in the 
rain until 5.30, when, in consequence of 
“ information received,” I applied again.

“ I wish to see the relieving officer, said 
I to a young man.

“ I am the relieving officer, he replied in 
an arrogant tone.

I told him my business.
“ That is another matter. The gentleman 

who gives the tickets won’t be here till 
after six o’clock, if he comes at all to­
night.”

He retired, as if to intimate that that 
settled me.

“ But surely you can tell me whether the 
giving away of bread tickets has or not 
been stopped?” I said raising my voice.

“ I don’t give any bread tickets.”
“Do the guardians give them?”
*fNo; a mendicity society does.”
I thanked him, and again walked out into 

the street. At 6.15 I entered the office for 
the third time, and at last I caught my 
man.

“ The tickets have been stopped,” he said, 
in reply to my application. “ Haven’t you 
read the notice?” he added, pointing to the 
window.

I went outside, and then saw for the first 
time a card, bearing an intimation to the 
effect that no more bread tickets would be 
given away that season, except in pressing 
cases. Going back, I said warmly—

“ That notice was not in the window when 
I came before.”

“It was. It has been in all the after­
noon.”

“ I. say it was not. It has only just been 
put in. Now, do you consider it a gentle­
manly action to keep me waiting about 
here for two hours in the rain, without 
beU? able to learn whether the bread tickets 
had b^en stopped, and then to put that 
ticket in the window just before I came for 
the third time, for the purpose of staving 
me off? Is it a decent thing to do? For 

aught you know I may be dropping for want 
of food.”

“ Yes, for aught I know, you may be,” he 
admitted.

‘ As a matter of fact,” I proceeded, “I 
haven’t had anything to eat since this morn­
ing.”

now, this was a lie, for I had had about 
four ounces of bread—the remains of break­
fast—at one o’clock. Angry as I was, how­
ever, I saw my chance, and I embraced it 
instantly.

The officer then asked me if I supposed he 
could relieve everybody that applied, to 
which I retorted that I was only concerned 
with what he would do in my individual 
case. After that he refused me point-blank, 
whereupon I returned to the subject of the 
ticket; and eventually I understood him to 
admit that he had attempted to play me a 
trick, and to say that if the notice was not 
in the window when I called before, it 
should have been.

Next we had a verbal passage of arms 
about my trade; but I think I may, with­
out boasting, say that here again I had the 
better of it. Then, after entering a few par­
ticulars in a book—my name, trade, where 
I had come from, and where I was going to 
—the officer handed me a bread ticket, w’ith 
the remark that he was exceeding his in­
structions in doing so. That ticket entitled 
me to one pound of bread, value l|d.; but 
it also obtained for me two rolls, which the 
gentlewoman who changed it gave me out of 
genuine charity.

About a fortnight later I was in a town 
possessing a mendicity society worked on 
rather novel lines. I had been accurately 
prompted as to what I should have to do if 
I wanted a ticket from it; but it suited 
my purpose to be innocent and childlike, 
since I required information, not bread.

I accordingly went to the police station, 
and, walking in, turned into a room leading 
from the corridor. I had hardly had time 
to see that it was empty, when a constable, 
whom I had noticed, came to the door by 
which I had entered.

“ Just come out,” said he, indicating the 
opposite wall of the corridor with extended 
forefinger. If the door is open, it’s not 
for you to walk in when nobody’s here. And 
don’t do it again.”

I could not help wondering what might 
happen if I should sin so grievously a second 
time; but I walked out meekly, and went 
down on my marrow-bones.
“This is a public office?” I at length 

ventured to remark deferentially.
“Yes,” replied the constable; “but every­

body can’t walk into it as they like.”
Without attempting to argue the point, I 

said I had come there for a bread ticket.
“ We don’t give them; we only sign them.” 
“Where can I get one?”
“At any of the shops; but you won’t get 

it signed unless you are going to leave the 
town.”

“ I am going to stop here to-night.”
“We can’t sign it if you’re going to the 

casual ward.”
[Nor, I may observe, will any mendicity 

society relieve a wayfarer who is known to 
have come from the local tramp ward.]

“ I am not going to the casual ward,” I 
said. “ I shall take lodgings.”

“ Perhaps, then, you might get one signed, 
if you haven’t got more than your lodging 
money.”

“I have 6|d., but that has to keep me 
over to-morrow (Sunday).”
“We can’t sign it if we know that.”
Having thus obtained all the information 

I wanted, I thought it -was only decent to 
leave the constable to the undisturbed en­
joyment of the evening paper in which he 
had appeared interested during our conver­
sation. I accordingly took my departure.

In a rather savage mood I may have been, 
but I was perfectly satisfied. What I sought 
was merely official confirmation of all I had 
told about the rules of mendicity societies 
in general and a^out this one in particular.

I have only to remark on the foregoing 
dialogue that the rule compelling a 
man to beg for a ticket, which is 
intended to stop begging—a ticket which, 
after all his trouble, may benefit him ho thing 
—is, I believe, peculiar to one society, and 

that, in any case, it could only have been 
conceived by a truly official mind.

Lo subscribers to local mendicity societies 
approve of the manner in which their 
charity is distributed ? Few, I suspect, 
know anything at all about the matter. A. 
man told me he once spent eight weeks in 
a certain city “on the downright” (begging 
from door to door). At last a lady, who had 
given him a shilling or two regularly, 
handed him a ticket for the Charity Organi­
sation Society, “ in order that his case 
might be investigated.”

Of course, this was just what he did not 
want; but, knowing that she was “good,’"’ 
and thinking she might be “ worked ” after­
wards, he called on the secretary, who asked 
him endless questions, and finally told him 
to look in again in a week. He then applied 
for immediate relief, saying he was starving, 
upon which the secretary shouted down a 
tube: “ Food for one!” Presently a servant 
entered with some bread and a jug of water, 
and set them down before the expectant 
“ moucher,” who had confidently counted on 
“ nothing less ” than beef and beer.

“Who is that for?” he gasped.
“ For you, my man,” responded the secre­

tary.
“For me! For me! Why, I’ve better food 

than that in my pocket. Is that all you can 
give me—bread and water?”

“ That is all we can do at present.”
“Then”—with a sudden accession of 

politeness—“ allow me to wish you good­
day.”

Reaching the pavement, he struck an atti­
tude, and called on a group of corner-men 
to witness the “ outrageous treatment ” (I 
quote) to which he had been subjected. Some 
sporting characters, standing outside a 
public-house close by awaiting the result 
of a race, came to him, and he told them 
“ the tale” with such indignation that they 
made a collection for him immediately, and 
handed him 2s. 3d. With a cheerful nod to 
the secretary, who stood at his office door 
watching the performance, he then went his 
way.

The part of this man’s story which par­
ticularly interested me, however, was that 
he saw the lady who had given him the 
ticket, and that she was so indignant because 
he w^s ottered only bread and water that 
she said she would never subscribe another 
farthing to the local Charity Organisation 
Society. I heard of many cases, I may add, 
in which a similar resolution was made.

Whether subscribers to local mendicity 
societies are ignorant or not of the way they 
are worked, I think I have said enough to 
show that there is plenty of room for im­
provement in the treatment of wayfarers by 
these agencies.

Of course, it will be said that this form 
of organised charity is abused. True; I 
admit it. I heard that at Burton the ex­
perienced hands contrive to pop a bit of 
their half-loaf into their pockets, and go 
straight to a certain clergyman, from whom 
they get twopenny tickets for soup, into 
which, in due course, they break their hunk 
of bread, and so make a good meal.

It was freely said in a lodging-house at 
Market Harborough, too, that the relief 
tickets given by local shopkeepers, and 
changeable, without any inquiries, at the 
coffee-house, are often sold. I heard it re­
marked, indeed, that a promising youth 
came in with four, three of which he dis­
posed of for 2d. apiece.

Nevertheless, it ought not to be more diffi­
cult and more unpleasant for a respectable 
wayfarer (I use the adjective deliberately) 
to obtain bread from a mendicity society 
than to “ mouch ” it by going from house 
to house. For my part, I blame no man 
who prefers to beg rather than accept 
“ charity ” at the hand of officials who too 
often—I know there are exceptions—outvie 
relieving officers in arrogance and heartless­
ness.

•

The title of the next subject in this series 
will be “Tramps and Country Houses.”

Two razors and three pipes, value 14s., 
sent by parcel post to America, cost 10s. in 
duty charges.
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Selina Jenkins Letters.'’
"PERSONALMAGNETISM,” PRICE 2s. 6d.

Personal magnetism is a new discovery, as 
tells you ’ow to fix heverybody and hevery- 
think with your heagle heye, as the sayin’ 
is, so as there ain’t no need to talk and 
chatter to folk no more, seein’ as ’ow you can 
get them to do all you wishes by jest ’olding 
yer breath and disiring of them to do what 
you wants. You can buy it for half-a-crown, 
as is advertised reg’lar in the papers. Some 
folks even gives away books on the subjects, 
with a few ’ints at the end that you’d better 
send along a postal order or so for a magnetic 
electric belt or summat, wich I considers is 
all very well for tram-lines and the like, but 
as for goin’ about yer daily education with 
currents and magnets and sich tied around 
yer body, well—I don’t consider it’s human, 
and egsplines why there'S so many hawful 
thunderstorms and volcano interruptions, 
being on account of the large quantities of 
helectricities as is in our midst, unbeknownst, 
on every ’and, around people's wasteses, 
etcettery!

Amos Wilkins showed me the advertise­
ment in the paper the other day, wich said 
that health and wealth and wisdom and 
money, besides a large number of other useful 
articles, would jest flow in so soon as one 
mastered the hart of “personal magnetism,” 
to be obtained at two-and-sixpence, post free, 
from a address in Chicago, U.S.A., and wrote 
by a doctor who had gave all his life and 
talents to thinking out the matter, and ’ad 
neglected his own education and forgot to 
pass ’is examinations in ’is hearnest desire 
to benefit me and you and all the hother 
people which ’ad the privilege of buying ’is 
book for half-a-crown, as was ’onestly worth 
one hundred pounds per copy, but if the half- 
a-crown was sent per return male, wouldn’t 
say no think about the rest of the value.

Besides all this, it went on to say in the 
advertisement that for men the expenditure 
of the half-crown meant “ power, influence, 
wealth, and success”; for the woman it 
meant “ social prestige, popularity, satisfac­
tion, and love.” Of course, all this was very 
pretty, so me and Amos forms a synekit, and 
sends along our half-a-crown, as ’ad to be 
turned into American money to get it took, 
being very suspigious over in them furrin 
parts. So we was all on thorns, as you mite 
say, till this precious packet arrived, and 
Amos looked in every time he went to work to 
see if it ’ad turned up, although I told ’im 
it couldn’t by no means come all that dis­
tance in less than ten days. ’Owever, he 
brought me a paper as said a lot about this 
’ere wireless telegralfy and Marconigrams, as 
they do call ’em, and remarked that very like 
they was able to send parcels a lot quicker 
now this were become law. Wot was more to 
the pint, I looked down the list of all the 
vessels wich come from American ports to 
England, but never a one could I find as 
sailed from Chicago ! ’Owever, in about a 
fortnite’s time this ’ere him portant and heg- 
citing book arrived, in spite of our angziety, 
with two stamps on it of a very hextraordi- 
nary color, and containing the photograph of 
a very decent-looking old gent, on them.

And of all the bogus delusions I ever spent 
half-a-crown on, I think this ’ere turned out 
to be one of the very downdest, when me and 
Amos come to go into it together!

There was all sorts of remarkable feets to 
be did. Amongst the first was to make a 
pencil mark on yer nose and gaze at the same 
for upwards of 15 minutes, wich it said would 
give a fixity of expression as would be very 
useful in life; wot it did to me was to very 
near give me the squints for life, not ’aving 
noticed that it said you was to look at the 
spot on your face into a glass; I will say I 
tried the scheme on Amos, ’aving made a ink- 

bridge of ’is nose, and stared at 
it till I couldn’t ’ardly see out of me eyes, but 
he didn’t feel no different, and ’adn’t been a 
bit impressed with wot was passing in me 

being “Wot a silly he did look with 
on nose• ”

, We both come to the conclusion that this 
ere magnetic gaze” wasn’t worth a used 
na penny stamp; for instance, the following 
aay I tried to fix the butcher when I were 
Purchising a bit of meat to see if I could 

persuade ’im to let me ’ave extry good weight, 
and when I were tryin’ to catch the tram I 
gazed so ’ard and magnetically at the con­
ductor’s nose as mite ’ave gone through a six- 
inch wall, but it didn’t answer not a bit with 
one or the ’tother, as lost the tram for me, 
and made the butcher ask if I wasn’t quite so 
well as I ’ad been, a-staring at ’im like that 
there!

But there was other nonsents besides. For 
instance, there was “Mental Photograffy,” 
as consisted in settin’ quite calm and thinkin’ 
very ’ard about nothink whatever for 10 
minutes, after wich a-riting down on a bit 
of paper “I will th it my troubles with John 
Jones cease,” or “ I will that somebody shall 
do somethink I wants ’im to.” This is very 
easy in the book, but I can’t say it answers 
in hordinary English life, although it mite 
do in Chicago, per’aps!

I dotted down a few remarks about the 
landlord, and willed ’im to ’ave the front door 
painted, as ’aven’t been done for 3 years, and 
do look like a map of Switzerland for the 
blisters and lumps there is on it becos of the 
sun, not forgettin’ also to remind ’im of the 
2 bars out in the back-kitchen grate, and the 
’ole in the roof as lets in the wet shameful on 
the ceiling of the spare bedroom, and were 
promised to be done 3 months ago; but, you 
mark my words, altho’ I sent around a per­
lite note as well, askin’ of ’im to do ’is dooty, 
’e ’aven’t been anigh the ’ouse yet, and that 
was a week ago.

That there book was very interestin’ readin’ 
for them as ’ad more faith than comiron- 
sense, that I will say for it; according to this 
’ere philanthropic doctor a good many people 
’ad bom known to make a big fortune in a_few 
years bv jest daily, instead of sayin’ their 
prayers, ’aving ’eld their breath ’ard for a 
few’ minutes, and uttered to theirselves in a 
himpressive tone of voice, “Business will 
improve”; as is the heunest way of making a 
fortune I ever ’eard tell on, to be sure!

If I wTas able jest to ’old me breath in the 
morning, and will the ’ouse-work to be done 
for the day, I should consider it a very good 
idea, egspesshully if it come off, the front­
door steps being a perfect ’orror to wash 
down, through the water always runnin’ 
down into the pantry underneath where I 
keeps me bit of vittles, and all through the 
landlord’s parsonmony as want ’ave the 
’oles stopped up. But I must tell you there 
were a sort of second chapter to all this ’ere 
half-a-crownsworth of nonsents, being a lot 
about “ Zoism ” as they do call it, being ’rote 
out in this fashion—
*■ V7hat seek ye? Happiness? Calm? Peace?

Th^v are for you. They are yours. Claim 
them.

W ealth ? Power ? Influence ?
They are in your grasp. Take them ”; 

as was a very ’andsome offer, and very kind 
advice, but were like putting a empty plate 
before a body, and ’oping they mite eat a very 
’earty meal, seeing as it weren’t said ’ow 
“Happiness, Calm,” and so forth, was to be 
took ’old of!

It seems to me to be a sort of cross between 
Salvation Army-ism and Sandow’s phisical 
hexercises, being a mixture of ’olding oneself 
upright, expanding the chest, and refusing to 
worry, with an occasional prayer to nothink 
in pertikler and everythink iL general thrown 
in.

The directions was as explicit as a pill-box, 
the most himportant thing of all being to 
inhale through one nostril and breathe out 
from the other; if you didn’t do this you 
wouldn’t arrive at the perfect state, in wich, 
so it says, a body can do without food, and 
can remove from one place to another without 
walking by a kind of spirit-flitting, as must 
be very useful when you lives rather a long 
way from the centre of the town, and isn’t 
so active on your pins as you used to be.

I do nA consider as I shall ever be a good 
Personal Magnetism Zoist, an’ I know Amos 
won’t; I don’t want to get to a state when I 
don’t enjoy me vittles, and as for flitting 
about by spirit projection, as they do call it, 
the trams or Shanks’s pony T1 ’ave to do for 
me. This ’ere nonsents is all very well for 
Chicago pork-butchers and other lunatics, 
but, as I was a-sayin’, it ain’t in my line a bit, 
and I only regrets me and Amos ever formed 
a synekit to purchase sich a waste of valleyble 
printer’s ink as this ’ere “ Personal Mag­
netism ” tract.

Gloucestershire Gossip.
Hunting is now rapidly drawing to a close, 

and is strictly confined to localities where 
“ the horn of the hunter is heard on the 
hill.” Point-to-point races and steeplechases 
are in full swing. The North Cotswold Hunt, 
for the first time, had a successful race meet­
ing on March 19th. The last month was a 
fairly good one for sport. Several runs of 
about two hours have occurred—the North 
Cotswold, 2 hours 10 minutes on the 27th, 
with a kill; the 'Croome, on the 5th and 21st; 
and Lord Fitzhardinge’s, on the 5th, with a 
kill. Lord Bathurst’s and Lord Fitzhar­
dinge’s had a particularly successful killing 
time on certain days—the former pack a brace 
each on the 3rd, 13th, and 24th, 2£ brace on 
the 17th, the first three being rolled over in 
Ampney Park in 15 minutes; and the latter 
pack a leash on the 3rd, two being dug out 
of an earth, a leash on the 7th, cue being 
killed in the Duke’s country after a run of 
an hour and twenty-five minutes, and a brace 
on the 5th. The kills of the Cotswolds in­
clude one fox after a run of an hour and 
eight minutes on the 4th, and one on the 14th 
after a slow 45 minutes’ hunt, in which a line 
of 1| miles was taken along the railway to' 
Hampen. This pack also did 4^ miles under 
30 minutes on the 21st, their fox suddenly 
disappearing near the Roman Villa, Ched- 
worth. The North Cotswold, on the 4th, 
quickly killed a three-legged fox and settled 
another that ran against wire, and rolled 
over a third in the Heythrop country, after 
a run of an hour and ten minutes. Another 
remarkable day was with the Croome on the 
26th, when they ran three foxes to ground all 
round Bredon Hill. The Ledbury made a 
season’s record on the 16th, when a brae? 
from May Hill and Newent Wood was ac­
counted for. They have had very hard luck 
through bad earth-stopping. The Longford 
Harriers distinguished themselves in the Led­
bury country on the 10th, when, being laid 
on to a mangy fox, they had a splendid but 
bloodless run of seven miles in 40 minutes. 
The Duke of Beaufort, having enough foxes 
and to spare, kindly allowed the Burton 
Hounds, which had a scarcity in their 
country, to have several days’ sport in his 
territory.

•

The accidents in the field during March 
were to Mr. J. G. Hawkins and Mr. Kennedy 
Skipton on the 10th, when hunting with the 
Longford Harriers at Staunton, the former’s 
horse getting entangled in some sheep wire; 
and to Mr. King, when out with the V.W.H. 
(Cricklade) Hounds on the 21st, near Fair­
ford, he being hurt seriously. I sincerely 
hope this will close the list of casualties, for­
tunately not a big one, for the season.

•

Daffodils are now greatly in evidence for 
sale, chiefly in shop windows and the streets. 
Many of them come from Dymock, near 
Newent, where they grow in profusion in the 
water meadows. Their ingathering affords 
employment to a number of women and chil­
dren, and men for that matter. But I am 
afraid the money the pickers pick up is 
infinitesimal as compared with the prices at 
which the daffodils are sold by retail. It is 
the old question of the middleman and the 
cost of railway carriage before they reach the 
public. The carriage, however, does not pre­
vent these yellow flowers from being 
despatched in ten ton lots to the large towns, 
more particularly those in the North, where 
there is a big demand for them at Eastertide 
for church decoration purposes.

•

The forthcoming training of the Royal 
Gloucestershire Hussars Imperial Yeomanry 
in camp at iBadminton between May 4th and 
21st promises to be unusually interesting by 
reason, at least, of the expectation that 
Major-General Baden-Powell will be the 
inspecting officer. And there is just the 
chance of the inspection being on Maf eking 
Day. Another Mafeking protagonist will be 
&ere, namely Major Lord Charles Cavendish- 
Bentinck, as adjutant of the regiment. It 
would be so very appropriate to bring the 
inspection off on that day.

GLEANER.
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SPORT IN CHELTENHAM AND DISTRICT.

GLOUCESTER.CHELTENHAM.
(Three players are unfortunately crowded out)

CARE OF THE TEETH.
Statistics published on Tuesday at the 

annual meeting of the Royal Dental Hospital 
lend colour to the belief that people are be­
coming more concerned regarding the con­
dition of their teeth. The total number of 
patients on whom operations were performed 
during the past year exceeds the record of 
the previous twelve months by some 15,000. 
In 1874 the total was given as 19,255; in 1901, 
70,040; and last year, 85,284.

The Chairman said an eminent authority 
on dentistry expressed an opinion that dental 
decay was greatly increasing among the 
poorer classes of London. A perfect set of 
teeth in an adult was now extremely rarely 
found. The hospital authorities had for some 
time past been endeavouring to secure a per­
fect set of teeth for purposes of demonstra­
tion. Such a set had recently been discovered, 
a Guardsman being the fortunate possessor. 
The recent appointment of Army dentists had 
again brought under notice the question of 
the disqualification of Army men because of 
unsound teeth. The three dentists appointed 
by Mr. Brodrick will be engaged chiefly in 
stopping the teeth of men belonging to the 
troops, and although the measure is at 
present only temporary it is likely to be con­
tinued. For soldiers particularly sound teeth 
are most important. It is not so essential a 
point where good, soft dietary is assured, but 
under camp conditions at the front the point 
is of vital significance, and has more to do 
with good health than most persons realise.

Anaemia, dyspepsia, general maladies, and 
slow poisoning are all traceable to unsound, 
decayed teeth.

Something ought to be done at the schools 
towards checking the decay of children^ 
teeth, and its prevention. Dentists had been 
appointed in some cases to the National 
schools, but, so far, although provision had 
been made to secure optical attention for the 
children attending Board schools, nothing 
had been proposed regarding dentistry, a sub­
ject almost as important. The Board had ap­
pointed a dentist, who was held responsible 
for the children belonging to their residential 
industrial schools, but, beyond this, they were 
irresponsible. Twenty years ago in England 
dentistry meant extraction; now, it was 
realised that care, judicious stopping, and 
general preventive measures in early life 
were only correct.

America easily led the way in this particu­
lar. Her dentists gained such professional 
skill that to-day she is still credited with the 
greatest successes. As a matter of fact, how­
ever, England having learned the lesson 
equally well, can and has achieved triumphs 
as great, and results as wonderful as any 
Transatlantic record. Considering the oppor­
tunities for practice to be found throughout 
the Empire, the number of those entering the 
profession of dentistry does not increase as it 
might be expected to do. At the present time 
those registered as students, and who subse­
quently become qualified, are not more than 
sufficient to replace those whose names are re­
moved from the Dentists* Register.

THE WORLD'S LARGEST SHIP.
The Kaiser Wilhelm II., the largest ship in 

the world, is to make her maiden trip on 
April 14th. She had a tonnage of 26,000 and 
41,000 horse-power, and is capable of providing 
accommodation for 2,488 passengers and crew. 
There has been launched at Greenock the 
largest Peninsular and Oriental steamer 3 et 
built. The vessel, named the Moldavia," is 
the first of four steamers of the same class 
which the company propose adding to their 
fleet during the present year.*

SOVEREIGNS FOR NON-SMOKERS.
The workpeople of Messrs. J. T. and J. 

Taylor (Limited), of Batley, have had sub­
mitted to them by Mr. Fred Taylor, deputy 
managing director, a remarkable offer. Mr. 
Taylor undertakes to give a sovereign to 
every man or boy in the employ of the 
company who abstains from the use of 
tobacco from the 1st of April to the date of 
the next annual meeting of the firm—a 
period of eleven months. The offer, also 
extends to women and girls. The company 
has over 1,000 workpeople, of whom a large 
proportion are women and girls.*

Connecting the 2,000 telephone subscribers 
at Bristol has taken 4,000 miles of wire in 
cable and 1,400 miles overhead.

Leith is the first town in Scotland to 
follow the example of Battersea and estab­
lish a depot for the sale of sterilised nursery 
milk.



THE PRINCIPAL SINGERS.

MISS BERTHA SALTER (Contralto).
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COUNTY FESTIVAL PERFORMANCE OF “THE MESSIAH?
WINTER GARDEN, CHELTENHAM, ON APRIL 2.

MADAME CARRIE SIVITER (Soprano).

MR. ROBERT RADFORD (Bisso-PBoruNDo).
























































