
Borough of Cheltenham. 

At a Statutory Annual Meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Cheltenham, duly convened 

and held at the Town Hall in the said Borough, on Thursday, 9th November, 1939, at 12 noon. 

Present The Deputy Mayor (Alderman Capt. John Henry Trye, C.B.E., R.N. Retd.) in the chair.  

Aldermen Leigh James, Margrett, C.B.E., J.P., Pates, Pruen, Taylor and Clara F. Winterbotham, 

M.B.E., J.P. ; Councillors Addis, J.P., Barnett, Bendall, Bettridge, Bush, Compton, Rev. de Courcy 

Ireland, M.A., Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Dr. Hayward, M.B.E., M.B., B.S., Ben James, Lipson, 

M.A:, M.P., E. W. Moore, Morris, Rogers, Smith and Waite.  

ApologiesτApologies for absence were received from Councillors Avery, Bettridge, Fletcher and Till.  

1τElection of MayorτRESOLVED, That Councillor John Howell, F.R.C.S., C.B.E., J.P., be and he is 

hereby elected Mayor of the Borough of Cheltenham for the ensuing year.  

The Mayor then made the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Oath of Allegiance and 

Judicial Oath.  

The Mayor in the Chair.  

2τAppointment of Deputy MayorτThe Mayor signified in writing that he had appointed Alderman 

Capt. John Henry Tyre, C.B.E., R.N. (Retd.), to be his Deputy, and it was RESOLVED, That the 

appointment be recorded on the Minutes of the Council.  

3τMinutes of Previous MeetingτRESOLVED, That the Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the 

Town Council held on the 30th October, 1939, having been printed and a copy sent to each Member 

of the Council, be taken as read, and that the same be adopted and confirmed.  

4τAppointment and Duties of CommitteesτPublic Health CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the 

following members of the Council do form the Public Health Committee for the ensuing year :τ

Aldermen Clara Winterbotham, Leigh James and Pruen ; Councillors Barnett, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, 

Garland, Dr. Curling Hayward, Ben James, Moore, Morris, Rogers and Waite, and that their powers 

and duties be as follows : To regulate and manage all matters relating to Public Health or concerning 

the duties of the Medical Officer of Health and Sanitary Inspector, and to carry into effect the 

powers of the Council under the following Acts and Orders : Public Health Acts, The Cheltenham 

Improvement Acts and Provisional Orders (Sanitary Provisions), Factory and Workshops Acts (except 

the provisions relating to Fire Escapes), Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890, The Housing Acts, 

1890 to 1936, so far as regards insanitary houses, the Housing (Rural Workers) Act 1926, and the 

Milk and Dairies Acts and the Orders made thereunder, the Public Health (Meat) Regulations, and 

the Cheltenham and Gloucester Joint Water Board etc. Act, 1936 (Sanitary and Drainage Provisions).  
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To have delegated to it the powers of the Council under the following sections of the Public Health 

Act, 1936, namely: 37, 39, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 48, 50, 79, 80, 83, 167 and 276, the sections relating to 

nuisances and unsound meat, also sections 122, 140, 148, 157, 159, 160, 169, 197 and 244, and 

Sections 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17 and 51 of the Housing Act, 1936. To deal with the repair and 

reconstruction of all sewers in the Borough and with the outfall sewers and sewage tanks and the 



control and treatment of the sewage and to have the management and control of the Sewage Farms 

of the Corporation. To deal with the cleansing of watercourses and the enforcement of the 

provisions of the Rivers Pollution Prevention Acts.  

Housing Committee-RESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do form the Housing 

Committee for the ensuing year:-Alderman Pates; Councillors Addis, Bettridge, Bush, Compton, Rev. 

de Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Dr. Curling Hayward, Lipson, Moore, Morris 

and Till, and that their powers and duties be as follows :-To regulate and manage all matters relating 

to the provision of new houses for the working classes, under the Housing Acts, and plans for 

outbuildings (other than Garages) on the several Corporation Housing Estates. Maternity and Child 

Welfare Committee-RESOLVED, That the following do form the Maternity and Child Welfare 

Committee for the ensuing year to carry out all duties connected with Maternity and Child Welfare-

The Mayor ; Aldermen Clara Winterbotham and Leigh James ; Councillors Avery, Barnett, Bettridge, 

Bush, Compton, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Grimwade and Lipson ; Mrs. E. Booy, Mrs. Lewis 

Grist, Mrs. E. C. Gurney, Mrs. W. L. Mellersh, Miss Ratcliffe and Mrs. Leonard Wood.  

Street and Highway Committee-RESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do form the 

Street and Highway Committee for the ensuing year :-The Deputy Mayor ; Aldermen Clara 

Winterbotham, Pates and Ward ; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Fletcher, Green, Grimwade, Morris, 

Rogers and Till, and that their powers and duties be as follows : To regulate and manage all matters 

relating to the repair of the streets, including public and private streets and main and contribution 

roads, and including the roads and footpaths on the Pittville Estate, and to consider all proposed 

public street improvements, and the making of any Byelaws in respect of new Streets and buildings. 

To have the management of the Central Depot and the horses, materials and carts, etc., there ; any 

matters in connection with the Borough Surveyor's Department and of any properties acquired by 

the Corporation in respect of street improvements : To deal with matters in connection with Street 

Projections: To consider and regulate all matters concerning Traffic, and to manage and control the 

Royal Well Omnibus Station.  

Town Planning Committee-RESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do form the Town 

Planning Committee for the ensuing year :-The Deputy Mayor; Aldermen Clara Winterbotham, 

Taylor and Ward: Councillors Barnett, Bendall, Moore and Waite, and that their powers and duties 

be as follows:-To examine and report upon all plans for new Streets and buildings, including the 

enforcement of the Byelaws made by the Council with regard thereto. To deal with the Town 

Planning Scheme under the Housing and Town Planning Acts, 1909-1932, and to enforce the 

provisions of the following Acts so far as regards new streets and buildings : Public Health Acts, The 

Public Health (Building in Streets) Act, 1888, The Cheltenham Improvement Acts, 1852 and 1889, The 

Roads Improvement Act, 1925, and the Cheltenham Order of 1896, The Cheltenham and Gloucester 

Joint Water Board etc. Act, 1936, and to consider and deal with all plans of new streets and buildings 

submitted except plans of outbuildings (other than Garages) on the several Corporation Housing 

Estates.  
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Town Improvement and Spa CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do 

form the Town Improvement and Spa Committee for the ensuing year :τThe Mayor ; Aldermen 

Pates and Ward ; Councillors Avery, Bettridge, Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fletcher, Green, 



Grimwade, Ben James, Lipson, Rogers, Smith and Waite, and that their powers and duties be as 

follows : To have the control and management of the Town Hall and Winter Garden, the Alstone and 

Spa Baths (including the Medical Baths thereat), and St. Peter's Recreation Ground, and Sandford 

Park Swimming Pool, and to enforce the provisions of the Byelaws made by the Council with 

reference to them. To regulate and manage any matters in connection with the Mineral Waters 

under the control of the Corporation. To control the letting of the Montpellier Gardens, Pittville 

Gardens and Pump Room. To manage and control Entertainments undertaken by the Council and to 

consider and report upon all matters in connection with the advertising of the Town and the 

provision of a Band. To consider and report upon any matters in connection with Spa development. 

Electricity and Lighting CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do form 

the Electricity and Lighting Committee for the ensuing year :τ The Mayor ; Aldermen Leigh James 

and Taylor ; Councillors Addis, Avery, Bendall, Ben James, Bettridge, Moore, Grimwade, Rogers and 

Waite, and that their powers and duties be as follows : To regulate and manage all matters relating 

to the Electricity Undertaking of the Corporation, the public lighting whether by electricity or gas, 

and to carry out the provisions of the Electric Lighting Acts and the Cheltenham Electric Lighting 

Orders, 1890, 1899, 1900 and 1912, and the Cheltenham Electricity (Extension) Special Order, 1927, 

and the regulations of the Board of Trade and Electricity Commissioners made thereunder.  

Water CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do form the Water 

Committee for the ensuing year :τThe Deputy Mayor ; Aldermen Margrett, Pates and Ward ; 

Councillors Avery, Barnett, Dr. Curling Hayward, Moore and Smith, and that their powers and duties 

be as follows : To regulate and manage all matters relating to the Water Undertaking of the 

Corporation, and to manage all properties acquired by the Corporation in connection with their 

Water Undertaking : To carry into effect the provisions of the Cheltenham Corporation Water Acts, 

1878 and 1881, and the Provisional Orders amending the same, and Part VIII of the Cheltenham and 

Gloucester Joint Water Board etc. Act, 1936.  

Fire Brigade Committee-- RESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do form the Fire 

Brigade Committee for the ensuing year :τAldermen Pates and Ward ; Councillors Bush, Fisher, 

Fletcher, Green, Grimwade and Till, and that their duties be to deal with all matters connected with 

the Fire Brigade.  

General Purposes and Watch Committeeτ(Chairmen of the several Standing Committees when 

appointed, including the Chairman of the Civil Defence Committee). RESOLVED, That the powers and 

duties of the General Purposes and Watch Committee be as follows :τTo regulate and manage any 

properties of the Corporation and other matters not specifically referred to any other Committee : 

To discharge the duties of the Watch Committee under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, and 

Local Government Act, 1933, and to consider and report upon all matters arising in connection with 

the Petroleum Acts, and the Police : To control and manage the letting of the Athletic Ground 

(except during months of May to August) : To regulate and manage all matters relating to the 

licensing of Hackney Carriages and Drivers, and to Markets and Fairs : To be an Executive Committee 

of the Council under the Diseases of Animals Acts, with all the powers and authority conferred upon 

the Council (except the power to make a rate) and to carry into effect the Orders of the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Fisheries in relation thereto : To consider and report to the Council upon the 

numbering and re-numbering of houses in, and the naming and re-naming of, streets in the Borough 



: To consider and report on applications for extensions of service under Superannuation Scheme. To 

regulate and manage the Public Parking Places.  
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Parks and Recreation Grounds CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following members of the Council 

do form the Parks and Recreation Grounds Committee for the ensuing year:τCouncillors Addis, 

Bendall, Bush, Compton, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith, and that their powers and duties be as 

follows : To have the control and management of the Montpellier Gardens, the Pittville Park and 

Estate and Sandford Park (except the letting of Pittville Gardens and Pump Room and Montpellier 

Gardens), the Athletic Ground during months of May to August, the Promenade Long Garden and 

the Recreation Grounds, and to enforce the provisions of the Byelaws made by the Council with 

reference to them.  

To regulate and manage the Public Walks and Pleasure Grounds (except those specifically referred to 

the other Committees) and the Buildings thereon.  

Allotments Committee-- RESOLVED, That the following do form the Allotments Committee for the 

ensuing year :τ Councillors Addis, Bendall, Bush, Compton, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith ; 

Messrs. E. H. Carter, H. Stokes and E. M. Yeend (representing the interests of occupiers of 

allotments) and that their powers and duties be as follows : To regulate and manage the Allotments 

owned or rented by the Corporation under the Allotments Acts.  

Rating CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do form the Rating 

Committee for the ensuing year:τAldermen Taylor and Ward; Councillors Barnett, Bettridge, Bush, 

Ben James, Moore and Smith, and that their powers and duties be as follows : To regulate and 

manage all matters in connection with the Rating and Valuation Acts, and to deal with applications 

for the remission of rates.  

Cemetery and Crematorium CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do 

form the Cemetery and Crematorium Committee for the ensuing year :--Councillors Avery, Bendall, 

Bettridge, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fletcher, Green, Moore and Rogers, and that their powers and 

duties be as follows : To regulate and manage the Cheltenham Cemetery and Crematorium and all 

matters relating thereto.  

Finance Committee--RESOLVED, That the following members of the Council do form the Finance 

Committee for the ensuing year :τThe Deputy Mayor ; Aldermen Leigh James, Pruen, Taylor and 

Ward; Councillors Garland, Grimwade and Waite, and that their powers and duties be as follows : To 

regulate and manage all matters of Finance, including the Collection of Rates, the checking, as far as 

possible, of the expenditure of the different Committees of the Council, the Superannuation 

Scheme, except applications for extensions of service, the appointment and dismissal of the Officers 

and Staff in the Borough Treasurer's and Rates Offices, the preparation of Estimate for Rates, and 

raising of Loans: To consider and report upon all matters arising upon the report of the District 

Auditor.  

Public Library CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following do form the Public Library Committee for 

the ensuing year :τThe Mayor ; Councillors Bendall, Bush, Compton, Fletcher, Garland, Grimwade 

and Lipson ; Rev. Barbara Thomas ; Rev. Canon P. C. Johnstone ; Dr. R. Davies; Messrs. S. J. Clarke, H. 



J. Norris, C. E. Walsh, B.A., and F. Vernall, and that their powers and duties be as follows: To regulate 

and manage the Cheltenham Public Library and all matters relating thereto, subject to the 

proceedings of the Committee being submitted from time to time for confirmation by the Council.  
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Art Gallery and Museum CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following do form the Art Gallery and 

Museum Committee for the ensuing year :--The Mayor ; The Deputy Mayor; Aldermen Clara 

Winterbotham, Leigh James and Margrett ; Councillors Avery, Bendall, Fletcher and Rogers ; Dr. R. 

Davies; Major J. G. N. Clift ; and Mr. C. R. Mapp as Consulting members, and that their powers and 

duties be as follows : To regulate and manage the Art Gallery and Museum and all matters relating 

thereto. Pensions Committee.τ RESOLVED, That the Local Pensions Committee for the Borough 

consist of all the Members of the Council, and That their term of office as Members of such 

Committee expire on the 9th November, 1940, and that eight be a quorum of the Committee.  

5τEducation Committee--(a) RESOLVED, That the following Members of the Council be appointed 

Members of the Education Committee for the ensuing year:τThe Mayor; The Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen Clara Winterbotham, Leigh James, Margrett and Taylor ; Councillors Addis, Bush, 

Compton, Fletcher, Garland, Grimwade, Lipson, Moore and Morris. (b) RESOLVED, That the Rev. 

Canon P. M. C. Johnstone (being a person acquainted with the needs of the various kinds of schools); 

the Rev. Canon J. B. Goodliffe, M.A., Rector of Cheltenham, representing the Managers of Non-

Provided Schools ; and Mr. A. G. Dye representing the Local Teachers' Association be appointed 

Members of the Education Committee for a term of three years expiring on the 9th November, 

1942. RESOLVED, also, That consideration of filling the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. A. C. 

White be adjourned until the next Meeting of the Council.  

6τGuardians CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following Members of the Council be nominated 

the Members of the Town Council to serve on the Guardians Committee for the ensuing year:τ

Councillors Addis, Bush, Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Dr. Curling Hayward and Moore. 

RESOLVED, also, That the following persons be nominated to serve on the Committee :τMrs. E. 

Garland, Mr. S. J. Clarke, the Rev. Barbara Thomas and Mr. R. Parnell.  

7τCheltenham and Gloucester Joint Water BoardτRESOLVED, That the following Members of the 

Council be appointed Members of the Cheltenham and Gloucester Joint Water Board for the ensuing 

year :τThe Deputy Mayor; Aldermen Margrett, Pruen, Taylor and Ward ; and Councillor Waite.  

8τJoint Airport CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following Members be appointed the Council 

Representatives on the Joint Airport Committee for the ensuing year :τThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Margrett, Pruen, Taylor and Ward ; and Councillor Waite. 9τ 

9-Delancey Hospital TrusteesτRESOLVED, That The Mayor; Alderman Margrett; Councillor 

Grimwade; Dr. R. Davies ; Mr. T. A. D. Clarke and Mr. P. P. Davis be appointed Representative 

Trustees of the Delancey Hospital for a term of three years expiring on the 9th November, 1942.  

10τAssessment CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following Members be appointed on the 

Assessment Committee for the ensuing year :τThe Deputy Mayor ; Councillors Bendall, Rev. de 

Courcy Ireland, Garland, Green. Grimwade, Rogers and Waite.  



JNO. HOWELL, Mayor.  
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MINUTES of the Committees of the Town Council to be submitted for approval at the Monthly 

Meeting of the Council to be held on Monday, 4th December, 1939.  

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 13th November, 1939. PresentτAldermen Leigh 

James and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Ben James, 

Moore, Morris, Rogers and Waite (Alderman Leigh James in the chair).  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman Pruen be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the 

ensuing year.  

2τFlooding Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Chairman and Councillors Garland, Ben James, 

Moore, Morris and Waite be appointed the Flooding Sub-Committee for the ensuing year.  

3τFarms and Abattoir Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That Alderman Leigh James and Councillors 

Barnett, Ben James,  

Moore and Rogers be appointed the Farms and Abattoir Sub-Committee for the ensuing year.  

4τNuisances from DrainsτKing's Cottage, Kingsditch Lane ; 3 and 5 Duke StreetτThe Chief Sanitary 

Inspector reported that the drains, etc., on or belonging to the above premises were in such a 

condition as to be prejudicial to health and a nuisance. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to examine 

the drains etc., and apply any test other than a test by water under pressure, and, if necessary, to 

open the ground.  

5τInsanitary Property at 7 Princes StreetτThe Committee having considered the representation of 

the Medical Health of Officer in regard to this house are satisfied that the said house is occupied or 

is of a type suitable for occupation by persons of the working classes and is unfit for human 

habitation in the respect mentioned in the said official representation, and that it is capable at 

reasonable expense of being rendered fit for human habitation. RESOLVED, That in pursuance of 

Sub-section 1 of Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936, notice be given to the person having control of 

the house requiring him to execute the works to be specified in the notice which will in the opinion 

of the Committee render the house fit for human habitation.  

6τHouses Unfit for Human Habitationτ(a) 5,6 and 7 Exmouth Street and 30 Marle Hill RoadτThe 

View Committee reported their inspection of these premises and the Chief Sanitary Inspector 

reported that work was now proceeding on all the houses.  

(b) 28 Union Street ; 23 All Saints' Road and 16 Waterloo StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector 

reported that the owners of these houses had now carried out to his satisfaction the works required 

to render these premises fit for human habitation. RESOLVED, That their Undertakings be cancelled, 

(c) 40 Queen StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owner of this house was 

carrying out the necessary work to render the premises fit for human habitation.  



7τSurrender of Diseased Meat, etc.τThe Medical Officer of Health reported the surrender of 15 

cwt. 2 qrs. 26 lbs. 

of Beef : 2 qrs. of Mutton , 1 qr. 16 lbs. of Pork ; 1 qr. 19 ½lbs of Ham ; 3 qrs. 21 lbs. of Fowl 1 qr. 4 

lbs. of Rabbits ; 1 qr. ¼ lb. Eggs.  

8---Housing Act, 1936τCertificates as to Fitnessτ(a) 16 Waterloo Street and 20 Bath TerraceτThe 

Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owners of these houses had carried out to his satisfaction 

works which in his opinion would with reasonable care and maintenance render them fit for human 

habitation for a period of at least 10 years.  

RESOLVED, That a certificate be issued to the Owners under Section 51 of the Housing Act, 1936, 

that the houses are fit for human habitation and will with reasonable care and maintenance remain 

so fit for a period of 10 years.  
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(b) 47 Russell Street and 35 Queen StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owners of 

these houses had in accordance with the provisions of Section 51 (i) of the Housing Act, 1936, 

submitted lists of proposed works with requests in writing that the Council should inform them 

whether in their opinion the houses would, after the execution of those works or of those works 

together with any additional works, be in all respects fit for human habitation and would with 

reasonable care and maintenance remain so fit for a period of at least five years. RESOLVED- That 

the Chief Sanitary Inspector be instructed to submit to the Owners lists of any additional works 

which he considers should be carried out before certificates could be given.  

9τAnalyses of WaterτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his report of analyses of water 

taken since the last Meeting of the Committee.  

10τNotification of Measles and Whooping CoughτThe Town Clerk submitted Circular from the 

Ministry of Health together with provisional regulations providing for the notification of all cases of 

Measles and Whooping Cough by Medical Practitioners to Medical Officers of Health. The Medical 

Officer of Health reported that books of Certificates have been ordered and that copies would be 

sent to Medical Practitioners in Cheltenham as soon as possible.  

11τOffensive TradeτFish FryingτThe View Committee reported their inspection of the premises at 

Royal Well House, College Place, proposed to be used as a Fried Fish Restaurant by Mrs. Haryett of 

Stroud. RESOLVED, That the application for permission to use these premises for the trade of fish 

frying be refused.  

12τDiphtheria ImmunisationτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that the Birmingham 

Authorities had agreed to pay the expenses incurred in inoculating the children evacuated to 

Cheltenham from Birmingham against Diphtheria.  

13τTuberculosis of Mulch CowτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that a Milk Cow from 

Lifely's Farm was found at the Slaughter House to be suffering from advanced Tuberculosis, and it 

appeared that milk from this cow was marketed up to the time of slaughter. The matter had been 

reported to the County Medical Officer of Health. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to 



write to the Clerk of the County Council pointing out the seriousness of this occurrence and asking 

for particulars of the numbers of the inspections taken by the County Council for Tuberculosis  

14τShops Act, 1934-3 Montpellier AvenueτThe Committee considered the application for 

exempting these premises from the provisions of Section 10 (2) of the Shops Act, 1934, which 

requires the provision of sufficient and suitable sanitary conveniences, RESOLVED, That a Certificate 

be granted, subject to the owner undertaking to inform the Council of any alteration in the 

arrangements reported to the Committee  

15 -Abattoirτ(a) The Town Clerk submitted letter of 25th ult. from the Ministry of Food with regard 

to the taking over by the Ministry of the Public Abattoir. RESOLVED, That consideration be referred 

to the Farms and Abattoir Sub-Committee.  

(b) Blood FertiliserτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector recommended that he be authorised to make 

arrangements for utilizing the blood from animals slaughtered at the Abattoir for conversion into 

fertiliser. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved.  

16τLand adjoining Sewage Farm, Elmstone HardwickeτThe Town Clerk submitted an offer from 

Messrs. Merrett, Halls & Co, Ltd. to sell about 35 acres of land adjoining the Corporation Sewage 

Farm. RESOLVED, That consideration be referred to the Farms and Abattoir Sub-Committee and that 

they be requested to inspect the land.  

17τCamping SiteτThe Town Clerk reported that he had received an application from Mr. C. C. 

Comely of Harthurstfield Farm, Gloucester Road, for a renewal of the licence granted to him under 

Section 269 of the Public Health Act, 1936, in respect of the Camping Site provided by him at these 

premises RESOLVED, That a licence be granted for the period 15th October, 1939, to 15th October, 

1940, on the same conditions as were contained in the previous licence.  

18τLand at Barn Farm CottageτRead, letter from the County Surveyor stating that the execution of 

road works in this vicinity is being deferred owing to the War and asking that the provisional 

settlement of £5 for the land required for the improvement of Barn Farm Cottage should be 

regarded as still in force, so that on the cessation of hostilities the land may be taken up without 

delay, the payment being made at that time. In the meantime, the land should remain in the 

occupation of the Corporation. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

19τByelawsτThe Town Clerk submitted draft byelaws for preventing the occurrence of nuisances 

from snow, filth, dust, ashes and rubbish, which would take the place of the byelaws previously in 

force, which had expired. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned to the next meeting.  
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20τSewersτ(a) Disposal of SludgeτThe Borough Surveyor reported on the disposal of sludge and 

stated that he understood that certain of the grazing lands round the sewage works were to be 

ploughed up, in which case the present outlet for sludge would be seriously curtailed, and it would 

be impossible to proceed without the process of sludge digestion which would involve extra labour 

and clearing sludge from dry beds in the works. RESOLVED That the Town Clerk be instructed to 

write to the Agricultural Committee of the County Council and to Mr. Rymer asking that the 

Corporation should be consulted before breaking up land at the Sewage Farm.  



(b) Main Drainage SchemeτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the Sewers originally intended to 

be reconstructed had been examined and made recommendations with regard to the carrying out 

urgent work for keeping these working temporarily at an estimated cost of £785 This figure would 

be subject to amendment due to the difficulty of estimating at the present time He proposed to 

commence the work as soon as the Duke Street Sewer is completed. RESOLVED, That his 

recommendations be approved.  

(c) Recorder at Gas WorksτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the automatic recorder which 

measured the flow of waste liquors into the sewers was worn out and the Gas Company were 

proposing to install a new recorder which would enable satisfactory recordings to be obtained 

RESOLVED, That the proposal be approved.  

(d) Lower Arle DevelopmentτThe Borough Surveyor reported that owing to the War, development 

of land at Lower Arle, adjoining the stream flowing between Arle Road and Brooklyn Road, had been 

temporarily abandoned and the Owner of the land on the lower level was not desirous of 

proceeding with the work of culverting his portion of the stream. Notices under Section 262 of the 

Public Health Act, 1936, had been served on the Owners concerned, but there was some justification 

for the objection of the Owner owing to the development of the land ceasing, RESOLVED, That the 

matter be referred to the Flooding Sub-Committee.  

(e) Albert Road SewerτIt was reported that the connection of the Rural District Council's Sewer to 

the Wyman's Brook Sewer had been completed.  

(f) Sewer at the rear of Nos. 1-22 Windsor StreetτIt was reported that a section of the Sewer 

outside No. 21 Windsor Street had been found to contain a large amount of silt with the result that 

the sewage was not getting away satisfactorily. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be authorised 

to sink one or two trial holes with a view to ascertaining the condition of this sewer for the 

remainder of its length.  

LEIGH JAMES, Chairman 

HOUSING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 16th November, 1939. PresentτAlderman Pates 

; Councillors Addis, Compton, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Moore and 

Morris.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman Pates be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year.  

2τVice-ChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor Grimwade be appointed Vice-Chairman of the 

Committee for the ensuing year.  

3τSelection of Tenants, View and Repairs Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the following be 

appointed this Sub-Committee for the ensuing year Alderman Pates ; Councillors Addis, Bush, 

Compton, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Moore and Morris.  

4τHousing Managerτ(a) Annual ReportτThe Housing Manager submitted her Report for the year 

ended 31st March last RESOLVED, That this be approved as now settled by the Committee and 

circulated to the members of the Council.  



(b) The monthly Report of the Housing Manager on the collection of rents was submitted. 

RESOLVED, That the sum of £18 19s 10d. arrears of rent written off as irrecoverable on last month's 

minutes be altered to £18 7s. 4d., and that Minute No. 4 (b) of the last Meeting of the Committee be 

varied accordingly.  

(c) StudentτRESOLVED, That the Student in the Housing Office be granted a bicycle allowance of per 

annum.  
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5τSelection of Tenantsτ(a) The Housing Manager reported that the number of applicants now on 

the Waiting List was 440 of whom 120 were on the Selected List of applicants. RESOLVED, That for 

the present no further applicants for tenancy of houses be interviewed by the Sub-Committee 

except very urgent applications. 

(b) Report of Sub-CommitteeτRead, report of Meetings of the Sub-Committee held on the 19th 

October and 10th inst. and of the View Sub-Committee held on the 25th July last.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows --  

(a) That the rents fixed and rebates granted, as set out in the Rents Rebate Book, signed by the 

Chairman, be approved.  

(b) FumigationτThat the Thermotox system of fumigating houses be adopted in lieu of the present 

cyanide fumigation.  

(c) 66-74 Hope Street τThat any necessary repairs be carried out to maintain these houses in a 

habitable condition and that no action be taken at present in regard to their demolition.  

(d) 2 Kingsley GardensτThat the gaps in the hedge of this house be filled up with privet.  

(e) 24 and 26 Milton RoadτThat the Servall Grates be removed and replaced with new open grates 

and boilers.  

(f) That the sheds and out-buildings inspected by the Sub-Committee be approved as now reported.  

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

6τSteel CasementsτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to proceed with the 

interior painting of the steel casements of houses on the Moors Estate and also of the houses 

erected under Contracts "A " and "B " on the Whaddon Estate, and that half the houses on the 

Moors be painted with graphite ante-rust paint, and half with aluminium paint.  

7τBenhall Gardens and Benhall CottageτThe Borough Surveyor reported that Benhall Cottage was 

in a poor state of repair, and also the out-buildings of Benhall Gardens, and a sink was required in 

the wash-house of the latter premises. He estimated the cost of carrying out the work at Benhall 

Cottage at £15, and Benhall Gardens at £64. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to have this work 

carried out.  



8τWhaddon Farm Estateτ(a) RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to renew the 

turf verges on the Whaddon Farm Estate where these have become worn.  

(b) RESOLVED, That the due proportion of the cost of constructing the roads and footpaths adjoining 

sites which have been sold off be charged against the purchase money received from the sales of the 

sites.  

9-38 Waterloo StreetτRead, letter of 3rd inst. from the Ministry of Health that, in view of the 

circular from the Treasury, the Minister was not prepared to issue loan sanction of £59 for the 

purchase of this house. RESOLVED, That the Ministry be asked if they will consent to the Corporation 

purchasing the property if the cost is charged to revenue.  

10τKeeping of Poultry on Housing EstatesτThe Town Clerk submitted circular of 7th inst. from the 

Ministry of Health on the importance at the present time of relaxing so far as may be practicable 

such restrictions as may exist to prevent the keeping of poultry by tenants of Council houses. The 

Ministry was of the opinion that even in normal times it was desirable that tenants of Council houses 

should be allowed such reasonable freedom to keep poultry as is consistent with the preservation of 

amenities, and he felt sure that the particular importance of this form of food production with the 

aid of household, garden and allotment refuse at the present time would be evident to all 

Authorities. The Ministry urged Authorities which had thought it necessary to prohibit the keeping of 

poultry to reconsider the matter with a view to determining how far the prohibition could 

reasonably be relaxed. 

It was necessary for the good of the community as a whole that proper safeguards, especially in 

urban areas, against the possibility of a nuisance being created by poultry keeping should be 

imposed. These should include the use only of types of hencotes approved by the local authority ; 

control over siting ; restriction, according to space available, of number of birds kept ; and a ban on 

keeping of male birds capable of creating a nuisance to neighbours by crowing.  

RESOLVED, That the circular be considered when any applications are received.  

J. P. PATES,  

Chairman.  
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STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 20th November, 1939. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor ; Aldermen Pates and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Green, Grimwade, 

Morris, Rogers, Ward and Till.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That the Deputy Mayor be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the 

ensuing year.  

2τPittville Street Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Deputy Mayor; Alderman Ward ; and 

Councillors Fisher and Grimwade be appointed the Pittville Street Sub-Committee for the ensuing 

year  



3τRequisitions, Stores and Plant Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Deputy Mayor ; Alderman 

Pates ; and Councillors Fletcher, Morris and Till be appointed the Requisitions, Stores and Plant Sub-

Committee for the ensuing year.  

4τTraffic Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Deputy Mayor ; and Councillors Fisher, Green and 

Rogers be appointed the Traffic Sub-Committee for the ensuing year,  

5τLabour Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Deputy Mayor ; Alderman Ward ; and Councillors 

Addis, Green, Grimwade and Morris be appointed the Labour Sub-Committee for the ensuing year  

-6τRoad Works, etc.τThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of road works, etc., proposed to 

be carried out during the ensuing month. RESOLVED, That these be approved.  

7τTrunk Road No. 10τThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had been informed by the Ministry 

of Transport that the re-construction of the culvert under the Gloucester Road near Arle Court had 

been approved but the Ministry bad asked that the work should not proceed for at least six months. 

RESOLVED, That this be agreed to, also that the Borough Surveyor supply the Ministry of Transport 

with a description of the condition of the existing culvert as requested,  

8τBoundary Fence, High streetτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 25th ult. from the 

Entertainments Manager for permission to place a pictorial sign on the fence on the High Street 

frontage of Lance's old site. RESOLVED, That no objection be made to the proposal.  

9τCounty Road Estimates, 1940-41τThe Borough Surveyor read letter of 8th inst from the County 

Surveyor asking for draft of County Road Estimates for 1940-41 to be submitted by the 15th inst. and 

that he had submitted the following estimates for the respective roads :τ 

Class 1.   Class 2.   Unclassified  Total.  

£1,906   £1,495   £172   £3,573  

This showed a reduction on the current year's expenditure of £117. Further, he had asked for the 

usual amount of £400 in respect of contribution roads. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

10τAnnual TendersτThe Borough Surveyor reported that owing to the fluctuation of prices of the 

majority of stores he did not think it practicable to invite tenders for stores during the ensuing 

financial year. He suggested the better course would be to circularise the present contractors to 

ascertain upon what terms they would be willing to extend the present contracts which expire on 

the 31st March next. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

11τWorkmen's Time RecorderτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 18th ult. from the 

International Time Recorder Co., Ltd., offering to maintain the workmen's Time Recorder at the 

Central Depot for an annual payment of 3 guineas. He reported that the free maintenance period of 

the recorder had now expired. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

12τRefuse Collection and DisposalτThe Borough Surveyor reported that at the end of the first and 

second quarters respectively of the current financial year the proportionate rate of expenditure on 

this service had been exceeded. He had, however, made certain alterations with a view to reducing 

future expenditure in order to save a portion of the over-expenditure and he suggested improved 



supervision with a view to increasing the efficiency of the system. He pointed out that as all capital 

works would cease, and other works be reduced to a minimum, during the War period the 

supervision of the refuse collection and disposal could be carried out by the General Foreman under 

the direction of the Highways Superintendent. RESOLVED, That this be approved and that Mr. R. C. 

W. Bridges be asked to retire on 1st April, 1940, at which date his pension as reported by the 

Borough Treasurer would amount to £154 9s. 1d. in respect of 41 years' service.  
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13τLeckhampton Depot τThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 19th inst. from Mr. H. 

Boreham stating that the sale of the land for the widening of Moorend Road is the only outstanding 

matter in connection with the winding up of the estate of the late Miss Hicks and asking the 

Corporation to purchase forthwith by payment of £25 plus agents fees. RESOLVED, That this be 

agreed to  

14τThe GroveτRESOLVED, That notice be given of intention to take over this road as repairable by 

the Corporation. RESOLVED, also, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to plant the road with 

trees when the road is taken over.  

15τGloucester RoadτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 7th inst. from the Secretary to the 

Ambulance Association agreeing to the setting back of the wall of their property at the junction of 

Gloucester Road and Millbrook Street. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to 

proceed with the work.  

16τWages and Conditions of ServiceτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 11th inst. from the 

Secretary of the National Union of General and Municipal Workers that the Union representatives 

who attended a Meeting of the Labour Sub-Committee on the 17th July, 1939, were given to 

understand that the Committee would recommend a ten minutes break daily during winter working 

hours. RESOLVED, That the Council be recommended to adhere to their decision of the 3rd July, 

1939, not to grant a ten minutes break to employees other than those at the Cemetery and the 

Electricity Department.  

17τFrancis StreetτThe Borough Surveyor reported that an application by Mr. A. J. Bettridge was 

coming before the next Meeting of the Town Planning Committee for permission to erect one house 

on the site of four condemned cottages at the junction of Exmouth and Francis Streets. He further 

reported that a portion of the site will be required to improve the junction of the roads at this point 

and that the Town Planning Scheme provides for a continuation of Exmouth Street by the widening 

of the Minnow Ditch footpath. RESOLVED, That the Town Planning Committee be recommended not 

to agree to the erection of a house on the site and that the owner be asked upon what terms he is 

prepared to sell the property.  

18τTewkesbury RoadτRead, letters of 11th inst. from Mr. A. R. Cook and the 18th inst. from Miss 

G. M. Fielder with regard to damage to walls at Bridge House, Tewkesbury Road, since the adjoining 

house was demolished. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to inspect and to report 

on the matter.  

19τExtension of ServicesτThe Borough Surveyor reported that C. Attwood, C. Prewer and R. E. 

Richings whose services were extended for one year on the 23rd January, 1939, but who are not 



included in the Superannuation Scheme and that A Price, B. Daunter, E. Cox and E. Hall who are 

included in the Superannuation Scheme had asked for their services to be extended. RESOLVED, That 

the General Purposes Committee be recommended to extend their services for one year  

20τBrooklyn RoadτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the footpaths in Brooklyn Road over 

frontages recently built-up were in a bad condition. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be 

instructed to pave the footpaths 6 feet wide with slabs,  

21τArle RoadτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the footpath in Arle Road over frontages 

recently built-up were in a bad condition. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to 

submit Specification, Plan and Estimate with a view to Notices being served for paving of the 

footpath by the abutting owners.  

22τAlstone LaneτThe Borough Surveyor reported that this road for a distance of approximately 

172 yards from the junction with Brooklyn Road is in a bad condition. RESOLVED, That the Borough 

Surveyor be instructed to submit Specification, Plans and Estimate with a view to Notices being 

served for making up this portion of the road by the adjoining owners  

23τWaste PaperτThe Borough Surveyor reported that as instructed he had made many enquiries 

with regard to salvage of waste paper and the best terms obtainable are those offered by The 

Thames Board Mills Ltd., of Purfleet, Essex. The present day prices are, mixed paper £2 7s 6d. per 

ton and newspapers £3 0s. 0d. per ton. The firm was prepared to enter into a five years' contract to 

buy waste paper at controlled prices, the minimum being £1 per ton mixed paper and £1 2s. 6d per 

ton newspapers. The firm will provide publicity matter and loan a baling press for six months if 

necessary. He further reported that the Local Scouts Organisation have undertaken a newspaper 

collection and by arrangement they will confine themselves to private dwelling houses. RESOLVED, 

That the Borough Surveyor be instructed collect waste mixed paper and newspaper from business 

houses provided the cost of collection, baling and disposal does not exceed the proceeds from the 

sale of the waste paper.  
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24τHigh Street and St. Paul's StreetτThe Committee further considered the offer of Mr. Jones to 

sell 183 High Street and the Borough Surveyor's report on the premises. RESOLVED, That as sanction 

to a loan could not be obtained at the present time the offer be not entertained at present  

25τDunalley Parade and Brunswick StreetτThe Committee further considered an offer to sell Ash 

Cottage at the junction of Dunalley Parade and Brunswick Street and the Borough Surveyor's report 

thereon. RESOLVED, That the offer he not entertained.  

26τHorse Driversτ(a) The Committee further considered the report of Horse Sub-Committee on 

the condition of the horses and stables together with the Borough Surveyor's report and the 

improvements made during the past month. RESOLVED, That the horses and stables be inspected 

weekly by one or more members of the Horse Sub-Committee also that five Martingales no longer 

required be offered for sale in the Gloucester Market.  

(b) The Borough Surveyor submitted application of Messrs. Elliott Bros. for permission to increase 

the charge for horse hire tinder agreement from £3 12s. 0d. per week to £4 10s. 0d. per week. 



RESOLVED, That this be approved subject to the carmen's wages being raised to the same scale as 

paid by the Corporation to their horse drivers.  

27τArticled PupilτThe Borough Surveyor asked permission to take as a Pupil, Donald Creese, of 

Gloucester. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

28τPittville Street Improvementτ(a) Read, report of Pittville Street Sub-Committee on rents 

proposed for the letting of properties in Pittville Street. RESOLVED, That these be approved.  

(b) Read, letter of 14th August last, and subsequent correspondence from Messrs. Vicker & Stanley 

asking if the Council would open negotiations for a building lease to their clients, on the 

understanding that their clients would undertake to commence building at the end of the War. 

RESOLVED, That this be not entertained at present.  

(c) Read, letter of 27th ult., from Messrs. W. Liddington & Co. that they were prepared to negotiate 

for the site provided the actual completion of the contract should be held over for one or two years 

after the conclusion of peace. RESOLVED, That this be not entertained.  

(d) Read, letter of 9th inst. from Messrs. Hillier, Parker & Co., offering to purchase the site for 

£40,000 subject to contract and survey, and to their clients being satisfied that they would be able to 

obtain necessary materials to complete their building. RESOLVED, That the offer be not entertained.  

(e) The Town Clerk reported he had let No. 14a Pittville Street to Mr. Horlick at £20 per annum plus 

rates ; Tenant to keep property in reasonable repair but Corporation to be responsible for plate glass 

in shop windows and for fire. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(f) The Town Clerk reported he had let a room in 107 Albion Street to the Cheltenham Company of 

Jehovah's Witnesses at 10s per week inclusive. RESOLVED, That this be approved. 

(g) Read, letter of 7th inst. from Messrs. Cornelius & Boulter claiming £25 on behalf of Mr. Flemons 

for fittings left at 122 High Street. The Town Clerk reported that Mr. Flemons had now withdrawn 

the claim as the fittings had been stored by the present tenant for removal at a later date.  

(h) Read, letter of 18th inst. from Mr. J. E. Curtis offering to rent a room in Pittville Street on behalf 

of the "Left Book Club." RESOLVED, That this be entertained if it will not interfere with the letting of 

the remainder of the building.  

29τMontpellier TerraceτThe Town Clerk reported that the paving in the lane at the rear of 

Montpellier Terrace had been damaged by a motor vehicle belonging to Messrs. H. Packer & Co. Ltd. 

RESOLVED, That a claim be made for making good the damage estimated at £1 15s. 10d.  

30τTewkesbury RoadτThe Town Clerk reported that a plane tree in Tewkesbury Road had been 

knocked down by a lorry belonging to Mr. P. K. Matthews, Worcester. RESOLVED, That a claim be 

made for making good the damage estimated at £1 12s. 10d.  

31τWestal GreenτThe Town Clerk reported that a " Keen Left " sign had been damaged by a motor 

vehicle belonging to a Mr. Morgan. RESOLVED, That a claim be made for making good the damage 

estimated at £6 2s. 11d.  



32τHigh Street RoundaboutτThe Town Clerk reported that a " Keep Left " Bollard had been 

damaged by a motor vehicle owned by Messrs W. A. & A G. Spires of Melksham. RESOLVED, That a 

claim be made for making good the damage estimated at £10 4s. 7d.  
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33τProjecting SignsτThe Town Clerk submitted applications from :τ  

(a) Cinescope Publicity Co. Ltd., for permission to erect Original Brewery Tower signs on the 

following premises : White Horse, Tewkesbury Road ; Tivoli Inn, The Tivoli ; Bayshill Inn, off 

Promenade ; Railway Inn, Gt. Norwood Street ; Russell Arms, Hewlett Road; Lower George, Lower 

High Street ; and at 74 Tennyson Road. RESOLVED, That this be approved subject to the signs not 

being lighted during lighting restrictions and complying with the usual conditions  

(b) A W. Hawker for permission to erect a sign at 428 High Street. The sign will project 4 ft. 4 ins. 

over the pavement. RESOLVED, That this be approved subject to the sign being not less than 20 feet 

above the level of the pavement.  

34τJunction Albion Street and Grosvenor StreetτRead, letter of 8th inst. from the Cheltenham 

Ratepayers' Association pointing out that vision across the corner is now impossible owing to the 

growth of a thick clump of evergreen bushes. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to 

interview the owner with a view to lowering the height of the bushes to give a view to traffic across 

the corner  

35--Evesham Road RoundaboutτRead, letter of 19th ult. from the Cheltenham Chamber of 

Commerce that the roundabout is not easy to negotiate. The Borough Surveyor reported that it was 

not possible to improve the roundabout without setting back the fences  

36τBlack-outτ(a) Read, letter of 18th inst. from the Cheltenham Chamber of Commerce suggesting 

that the thinning of trees and painting of kerbs etc. would assist very much in the black-out 

RESOLVED, That this be referred to the Borough Surveyor.  

(b) ObstructionsτThe Town Clerk submitted draft letter which he suggested should be sent to firms 

and others who had placed sand bags on the footpaths, pointing out their responsibilities in doing 

so. RESOLVED, That the draft letter be approved. RESOLVED, also, That the Borough Surveyor be 

instructed to collect and store all seats which he considers form obstructions owing to the black-out.  

37τWinchcomb Street Improvement--(a) The Committee considered a report of the District Valuer 

on the property known as Alders Stores, Nos. 2 and 3 Winchcomb Street, and that the owners had 

agreed to sell the property for £1,800 subject to contract, the vendors to pay their own Surveyor's 

fees and legal costs and not to ask for completion until the cessation of hostilities RESOLVED, That 

the Town Clerk be authorised to enter into contract subject to consent of the Minister of Health  

(b) Read, letter of 17th inst. from The Gaumont British Picture Corporation Ltd., asking whether the 

Council are proposing to proceed with the purchase of No 24 Winchcomb Street. RESOLVED, That no 

further action be taken for the present and that The Gaumont British Picture Corporation be asked 

that in renewing the lease on the premises they make the period as short as possible  



(c) The Committee considered the Borough Surveyor's report on the work to be carried out at No 11 

Winchcomb Street to put the property in a reasonable state of repair. RESOLVED, That the Borough 

Surveyor be instructed to carry out the work at a cost not exceeding £10.  

(d) The Town Clerk reported that Mrs Hobbs had offered to rent No 11 Winchcomb Street on a 

monthly tenancy at £39 per annum plus rates, and that references given on her behalf appeared 

satisfactory, RESOLVED, That Mrs. Hobbs' offer be accepted. 

(e) Read, letter of 31st. ult. from Messrs. Steel, Lane & Yeend that their Clients were not willing to 

enter into a contract for the sale of 16/19 Winchcomb Street for completion at end of hostilities 

RESOLVED, That no further action be taken for the present.  

38τRoad off St. George's PlaceτRead, letter of 8th inst from Messrs. Pates & Co., asking the 

Corporation to scavenge the road at the back of Little Bayshill Terrace. RESOLVED, That this be 

agreed to  

39τBrooklyn RoadτRead, letter of 1st inst. from Mr. A. Fraser agreeing to the Corporation's terms 

for the letting of a strip of land between his property and the brook.  

40τFootpathsτRead, circular from the Commons, Open Spaces and Footpaths Preservation Society 

asking Local Authorities to continue their support during the War. RESOLVED, That the Council be 

recommended to continue their subscription to the Society.  

41τAlstone Laneτ(a) RESOLVED, That the Council be recommended to purchase out of Revenue 

for £40 the land for the improvement of the junction of Alstone Lane and Alstone Croft instead of 

applying for a loan.  

(b) Read, letter of 2nd inst. from Mr. I. Jardine offering to purchase the surplus land in Alstone Lane 

for the sum of £25 provided it is fenced or wired off. RESOLVED, That Mr. Jardine be informed that 

the Council are prepared to sell the surplus land for £25, the purchaser to erect the fence on the 

new line  

13 

42τRowanfield RoadτThe Town Clerk reported interviews with Mr. E. T. Stinchcombe with regard 

to the condition of Rowanfield Road. Mr. Stinchcombe considered that he had fulfilled his 

obligations to make good the road where he had opened it, but that openings had also been made 

by Messrs. Martins RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to write to Messrs. Martins asking 

them to carry out the necessary repairs to the road damaged by them.  

43τHales RoadτRead, letters of 18th and 24th inst. from Messrs. Taylor, Simpson & Mosley asking 

that the road in front of the new houses erected by Messrs. G. A. M. Hall Ltd. should not be 

permanently made up for the present.  

RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

44τNo. 6 Montpellier AvenueτRead, letter of 17th instant from Mr. F. L. Griffiths with regard to 

the arrears of rent by Mrs. Griffiths on No. 6 Montpellier Avenue and asking the Corporation to 



forego their claim or alternatively to postpone their claim. RESOLVED, That Mrs. Griffiths be called 

upon to pay off the arrears by three equal monthly instalments.  

45τDamage to TruckτThe Town Clerk reported that a truck loaned to the Highways Department by 

the Water Department had been damaged by a lorry belonging to Messrs. Loader & Munkton. 

RESOLVED, That a claim be made for the cost of making good the damage estimated at £1 10s. 0d.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman.  

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE. 

At a Special Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 2nd November, 1939. PresentτThe 

Mayor; Alderman Leigh James ; Councillors Barnett, Bush, Compton, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland 

and Grimwade ; Mrs. Grist, Mrs Mellersh and Mrs. Wood (Alderman Leigh James in the chair).  

1τVictoria Homeτ(a) The Medical Officer of Health submitted his amended suggestion as to the 

scale of fees payable by patients accepted for confinement or ante or post natal treatment at the 

Victoria Home under the Borough Scheme.  

(A copy of the scale of fees accompany the Minutes). The Sub-Committee appointed to consider the 

scheme had met and recommended that this be approved. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be 

approved and adopted.  

(b) RESOLVED, That the Committee agree to the Honorary Treasurer of the Victoria Home attending 

the next meeting of the Committee to put before the Committee a statement as to the financial 

position of the District Nursing Association.  

2 τDay CrecheτThe Committee considered suggestion that a Day Creche should be opened in 

Cheltenham. RESOLVED, That the Infant Welfare Association be asked to consider and report 

thereon.  

LEIGH JAMES,  

Chairman.  
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TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 20th November, 1939. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor; Alderman Taylor; Councillors Moore and Waite (The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman E. L. Ward be appointed Chairman of the Committee for 

the ensuing year.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman,  



At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 23rd November, 1939. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor; Aldermen Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Bendall, Moore and Waite; 

Captain Leschallas; and Messrs. Harris, Walker and Wiggett (Alderman Ward in the chair).  

2τPlans of New BuildingsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings, namely :τ 

No. of Plan.    Name.                                   Description. 

             5304  Walker, Crossweller & Co.     Temporary store room and recreation room,  

Clyde Crescent. 

             5305 Cheltenham Electricity  

Committee         Sub-station, Alstone Lane.               

             5306 Eager, H.                      Store Shed, 246 Gloucester Road. 

             5307 Littman, J. A.                 Shop, 103/4 High Street. 

             5308  Brand, L. W.                    Garage, Pilford Avenue 

             5309 Cheltenham Original Brewery Conversion of dwelling house into two flats 

 Co., Ltd.     3 Monson Terrace.                                 

             5310  Rouse, F. J.                   Conversion of cottages into warehouse 

and garages, New Cottages, Alstone Lane. 

             5311 Saqui & Lawrence              New shopfront, 121 High Street. 

             5312  Cheltenham Original  

Brewery Co., Ltd.   New Lavatory accommodation, Bell Inn, Bath Road.   

             5313 Burrow, S.                     Garage, 80 Cakebridge Road. 

             5314 Bullingham, W.                 Conversion of one house into pair of semi-detached  

houses, 150 Hewlett Road. 

 

Decisions under Byelawsτ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5304, 5305, 5308 and 5311 be approved ; That Plan No. 5306 be 

approved subject to the surface water drainage being connected to the surface water sewer in 

Gloucester Road ; That Plans Nos. 5307, 5309 and 5312 be approved subject to the sanitary work 

being carried out to the satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector ; That Plans Nos. 5310, 5313 and 5314 

be not approved. 

Decisions under Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 1933τ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5304, 5305, 5306, 5308, 5309, 5311 and 5312 be approved ; That Plan No 

5307 be approved subject to the front main wall of the building being set back to the improvement 

line ; That Plans Nos. 5310, 5313 and 5314 be not approved  

3τTown Planning AreaτPlansτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) 

Order, 1933 :τ  

No. of Plan.                Name.                                Description, 

             1623 Lt.-Comm.  J. S. Linsey,  

R.N.    Garage (private), New Road, Southam. 



             1624 Nott, L. W.                   Two Cottages, Little Witcombe. 

             1625 Worrall, H. O.                 Alterations, Braeside, Cleeve Hill. 

             1626 Cheltenham Electricity L.T. Overhead Line, Welling Hill Farm, Charlton Kings. 

                          Committee 

             1627 Pugh, T. C.                    Garage (private), Sandy Lane, Charlton Kings. 

             1628 Wayman, A. J.                  Detached house and garage, Ryeworth Road, Charlton Kings. 

 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 1625, 1626 and 1627 be approved ; That Plan No. 1623 be approved 

subject to the front wall of the garage being surmounted by a dwarf stone parapet and the hedges 

to be cut back to the requirements of the County Council ; That Plan No. 1628 be approved subject 

to the front elevation being amended in accordance with the sketch plan now submitted by the 

Borough Surveyor ; That Plan No. 1624 be not approved.  
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4τApplications to Developτ(a) Francis StreetτThe Borough Surveyor submitted application dated 

13th inst. from Mr. A. J. Bettridge for permission to erect one house on the site of four condemned 

cottages at junction of Exmouth Street and Francis Street, RESOLVED, That the application be not 

granted.  

(b) 150 Hewlett RoadτThe Borough Surveyor submitted application dated 17th inst. from Messrs. 

Ivens, Thompson & Green on behalf of Mr. Bullingham to use 150 Hewlett Road, Cheltenham, as a 

Builder's yard, RESOLVED, That the application be not granted.  

(c) UckingtonτThe Borough Surveyor submitted application dated 21st inst. from Mr. C. H. Denley 

to erect a temporary building for use as a Place of Worship in place of the permanent building 

originally proposed. RESOLVED, That the application be granted subject to the Trustees entering into 

an Undertaking to remove the building at their own cost and without compensation within three 

months of the cessation of hostilities or such longer period as the Planning Authority may permit, 

subject also to plans being submitted to and approved by the Committee.  

5τHotel MajesticτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the Fire Escape had not been erected at 

these premises as arranged with the builder. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to 

communicate again with Mr. Halls requiring him to erect the Escape without further delay  

5τLand, Gloucester RoadτThe Borough Surveyor reported interviews with representatives of the 

Office of Works with regard to the proposed development off the Gloucester Road  

7τAppeal by Mr. J. A. Millward τThe Town Clerk submitted copy correspondence between the 

Ministry of Health and Mr. Millward with regard to the postponement of the inquiry into the appeal 

made by him against the decision of the Council not to approve plans for lock-up garages at East 

End, Charlton Kings. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to inform the Ministry of Health 

that this Council raises no objection to the postponement of the inquiry to a later date.  

8-Defence ActτSection 70τThe Town Clerk reported that as instructed he had written to the 

Ministry of Health asking whether any Model Clauses or Regulations had been prepared for the 

guidance of Local Authorities on this matter and that he had been informed that while no official 



statement had been made on the matter, the Town Planning Institute had made a number of 

recommendations for the guidance of Planning Authorities.  

9τNaunton Estates, Ltd.τThe Town Clerk reported that as instructed he had communicated with 

Naunton Estates, Ltd. regarding the proposed drainage of houses at Naunton Way and that he had 

now been informed that the Company desired to connect two houses to one drain instead of having 

a separate drain to each house. RESOLVED, That this be permitted on condition that the combined 

drain shall not become a public sewer.  

10τLevel CrossingsτThe Town Clerk submitted Memorandum Town and Country Planning 16 from 

the Ministry of Health suggesting that Local Authorities should consult with Railway Companies 

before proposing to develop or permitting development of housing estates or industries with roads 

leading to either a public or accommodation level crossing. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

11τGeorgian GroupτThe Town Clerk submitted circular letter from the Chairman of the Georgian 

Group that the Group will continue its work in a modified form during the duration of the War.  

12τChapel StreetτThe Town Clerk submitted letter of 22nd inst. from Mrs. Bowler complaining of 

the nuisance caused by the conversion of a garage into a factory in this street RESOLVED, That the 

Borough Surveyor be instructed to inspect and report at the next Meeting of the Committee.  

13τPlanning MapsτThe Borough Surveyor reported that some time ago the Committee authorised 

him to purchase the necessary maps to complete the Scheme Map required for the Ministry of 

Health but that he had not yet done so. He now found it essential to have the maps and he asked 

the Committee to re-authorise their purchase. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

E. L. WARD, 

Chairman. 
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TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held at the Town Hall on Friday, 17th November, 1939. Presentτ

Aldermen Pates and Ward ; Councillors Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, Grimwade, Smith and 

Waite; and Mr. R. B. Seaton.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor T. Wilfred Waite be appointed Chairman of the 

Committee for the ensuing year  

2τSub-Committeesτ(a) EntertainmentsτRESOLVED, That the Mayor ; Alderman Pates ; 

Councillors Bush, Fletcher, Green, Grimwade and Waite be appointed the Entertainments Sub-

Committee for the ensuing year.  

(b) Medical BathsτRESOLVED, That the Mayor ; Alderman Pates ; Councillors Avery, Grimwade, 

Smith and Waite be appointed the Medical Baths Sub-Committee for the ensuing year.  



(c) BathsτRESOLVED, That the Mayor ; Alderman Ward ; Councillors Grimwade, Rogers, Smith and 

Waite, together with Messrs. R. F. Fowles and J. F. Pusey (as representatives of the Swimming Club) 

be appointed the Baths Sub-Committee for the ensuing year.  

(d) AdvertisingτRESOLVED, That Councillors Avery, Bush, Green and Grimwade, be appointed the 

Advertising Sub-Committee for the ensuing year  

3τVisitors τRESOLVED, That the following Visitors be appointed for the ensuing year :τ 

Montpellier Baths and Sandford Park Swimming Pool The Mayor and Alderman Ward.  

Town Hall and Winter Garden  Alderman Pates and Councillor Green.  

Alstone Baths  Councillors Grimwade and Smith.  

4τAlstone Bathsτ(a) The Borough Engineer reported that the attendances of soldiers at the 

Washing Baths during the period from the 20th September to the 15th November had been 1,926. 

As the Washing Baths were insufficient for this large number, he had arranged, with the approval of 

the Chairman, to provide a mixing box to the footbath in the large swimming bath in order to 

provide hot water at a cost of £21. RESOLVED, That this be approved. 

(b) Swimming BathτThe Borough Engineer reported that the total attendances of scholars during 

the weeks ended 22nd October and 29th October were 1,100 and 1,031 respectively. RESOLVED, 

That the small bath be kept open so long as the attendances by schoolchildren warrant this. 

(c) The Borough Engineer reported that the floor had been laid on the Baths, but that the Y.M.C.A. 

could not use this in the evenings as the contract for the blackout had not yet been completed. 

RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to arrange for some temporary means to 

provide a blackout.  

(d) The Borough Engineer reported that Mr. Lane had now taken up residence at the Baths, and he 

had arranged to install a small gas heater in the house for heating water as there was no hot water 

supply RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

5τTown Hallτ(a) RESOLVED, That the Entertainments Manager be instructed to obtain tenders for 

the right to provide bar refreshments at the Town Hall for the ensuing year, and that the 

Entertainments Sub-Committee be authorised to accept a tender.  

(b) RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to provide a "light trap" for the main 

entrance at the Town Hall.  

6τCatering ManageressτThe Entertainments Sub-Committee reported that they had informed 

Miss Hulatt that they were prepared to recommend the Council to continue her services after the 

expiration of her notice on the 30th November next for so long as she was engaged in the day time 

in the Food Office, but the Town Clerk reported that he had now received a letter from Miss Hulatt 

that she desired her appointment to terminate on the 30th November.  

7τEntertainments Sub-Committee----Read, report of the Entertainments Sub-Committee at their 

Meetings held on the 7th and 14th inst. 



They recommended (inter alia) as follows:- 

(a) Dance TeasτThat as from the 18th inst. the charge for admission to the Dance Teas be increased 

from 1s 6d to 2s.  

(b) Dance BandτThat in view of the extension of the dancing hours to 11 p.m., Billy Gammon be 

paid his contract rates for playing at the Dances as from the 9th inst.  

(c) That the tender of R. E. & C. Marshall, Ltd. to provide a crush barrier for the gentlemen's 

cloakroom, amounting to £11 5s 0d. be accepted. 

(d) That no charge be made for the recent use of the Drawing Room for the presentation of 

Ambulance Corps Badges.  
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(e) That in view of the extension of the Entertainments at the Town Hall that the General Purposes 

Committee be requested to arrange for the transfer of the Food Office and National Registration 

Office at present in the Pillar Room to No 77 Promenade, also that the Food Office be charged a rent 

of £3 per week for the use of the Pillar Room, and the National Registration Office per week, plus in 

each case a proportion of the cost of cleaning, heating, and lighting.  

(f) Christmas Relief FundτThat the free use of the Town Hall be granted for a Whist Drive and Dance 

in aid of the Christmas Relief Fund on a date to be arranged. 

(g) Race BallτThat Ambrose and his Band be engaged to play for the Municipal Race Ball on the 

29th November on sharing terms, the Band to be paid 70 per cent of the nett receipts, also that the 

charge for admission to the Dance be fixed at 5s. 

(h) That the Entertainments Manager be authorised to arrange for an additional Popular Dance to be 

held on Friday evenings and also for a Cafe Variety, etc. on Thursday evenings at an admission 

charge of 3d. and that he be instructed to bring this to the notice of the Commanding Officers of the 

various H.M. Forces camped and billeted in the vicinity of Cheltenham, RESOLVED, That the 

proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

8τWinter Gardenτ(a) RESOLVED, That permission be given to the Allotments Committee to 

provide a demonstration Allotment at the rear of the Winter Gardens. 

(b) RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to consider what steps can be taken to 

preserve the maple floor of the Winter Garden which was likely to be damaged owing to the rain 

coming in through the roof.  

9τMedical BathsτThe Monthly Report of the Superintendent was submitted.  

T. WILFRED WAITE, Chairman.  

ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 20th November, 1939. PresentτAlderman 

Taylor; Councillors Moore and Waite.  



1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor Stanley Rogers be appointed Chairman of this Committee 

for the ensuing year.  

H. OWEN SEACOME,  

Town Clerk.  

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 27th November, 1939. PresentτThe Mayor ; 

Councillors Addis, Bendall, Grimwade, Ben James, Moore and Rogers (Councillor Rogers in the chair).  

2τLand in Brooklyn Road--The Borough Electrical Engineer reported an application from Mr. W. H. 

Horsley on behalf of Mr. R. O. Mills to purchase a piece of land 42 feet by 12 feet at the back of the 

Transformer Kiosk in Arle Estate, Brooklyn Road for £5, including all costs. RESOLVED, That he be 

informed that the Committee are prepared to sell the land for £10, the purchaser paying his own 

costs.  

3τContract for CablesτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported an application from the Aberdare 

Cable Company for an increase in the Schedule Rates in their contract for the supply of cable of per 

cent owing to the rise in prices-of various materials. RESOLVED, That they be allowed an increase of 

3 per cent on the Schedule Rates.  
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4τHire Charge of Reconditioned CookersτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that in view of 

the present need to restrict capital expenditure he had reconditioned some of the old cookers and 

with the approval of the Chairman had been hiring these out at 4s 6d a quarter instead of the usual 

charge of 5s for this size of cooker RESOLVED, That this be approved  

5τDistrict Joint Board and District Joint CommitteeτRESOLVED, That Councillor Waite be re-

appointed representative on these Committees.  

6--Supply to Gas CompanyτIt was reported that the Cheltenham & District Gas Company are 

considering taking the supply of Electricity for their works in Lower Mill Street which would involve 

laying a low pressure 3 phase cable from the Gloucester Road Sub-Station along Arle Avenue a 

distance of 160 yards at a cost of £143 plus £38 10s. 0d. for the service cable to the premises The 

Borough Electrical Engineer recommended that as there is no immediate prospect of any other 

consumer being supplied from the new cable the Gas Company be asked to pay half the cost, the 

Corporation to pay the other half because this cable will eventually be interconnected with the 

ordinary distribution system. The Gas Company would pay the whole of the charge for the Service 

Cable. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved.  

7τDuplicating Machine----The Committee considered the recommendation of the General Purposes 

Committee that this Committee should contribute towards the cost of the purchase of a new 

Gestetner Duplicating Machine. RESOLVED, That this Committee agree to take over the present 

machine at the same price proposed to be allowed by the manufacturers on the new machine, 

namely £15.  

8--Hire PurchaseτThe Borough Electrical Engineer recommended that the Hire Purchase Scheme, 

which was temporarily suspended on the outbreak of War, should be reconsidered with a view to 



restoring Hire Purchase facilities in suitable cases. RESOLVED, That the Scheme be again put into 

operation for six months, but that the Borough Electrical Engineer should satisfy himself that every 

applicant is reasonably likely to fulfil his obligations before entering into the agreement.  

9τAdvertisingτThe Borough Electrical Engineer recommended that the Advertising scheme 

temporarily suspended on the outbreak of War should again be put into operation in a modified 

form. RESOLVED, That he be authorised to expend an amount not exceeding half the usual amount 

spent upon advertising up to the end of the current financial year  

10τPublic Lighting CostsτThe Borough Electrical Engineer submitted a report on the costs of public 

lighting The number of men regularly employed on public lighting work before the War was six, of 

whom five have been put on to other work leaving one man only employed on public lighting 

maintenance work. White bands had been painted on all the lamp posts throughout the town and 

these would require repainting periodically in order to be effective. RESOLVED, That he be 

authorised to have the bands repainted on the lamps when necessary.  

11τOverhead Lines---The Town Clerk reported receipt of the consent of the Ministry of Transport to 

the erection of overhead lines to Barrow Farm, Boddington and Up Hatherley Farm.  

12τCivil Defence Act, 1939τRead, letter from the Electricity Commissioners approving the 

measures taken by the Corporation's Electricity Undertaking with regard to the training and 

equipment of employees in respect of Air Raid Precautionary training, First Aid treatment, Anti-Gas 

measures and firefighting.  

13τA.R.P. Fire Fighting EquipmentτRead, letter from the Electricity Commissioners stating that 

they are of opinion that the expenditure incurred in the provision of the fire extinguishers and refills 

at a total cost of £198 for the protection of the various Sub-Stations should be met from revenue in 

which case no consent of the Commission would be necessary. RESOLVED, That the expenditure be 

met from the Revenue Appropriation Account.  

14τLand at Junction of Church Road and Gloucester RoadτRESOLVED, That permission be given for 

a demonstration allotment to be cultivated on vacant land at the corner of Church Road, St. Mark's 

and that the land be fenced in if necessary and provided with a suitable gate.  

15τGas ExaminerτRead, letter of 10th inst. from the Board of Trade pointing out the extreme 

undesirability of discharging gas examiners and discontinuing the testing of gas during the War.  

16τGas TestsτRead, report of Gas Tests made on the 23rd and 31st ult. and the 6th, 12th, 17th, 

21st and 27th inst., showing the Calorific Value on these dates to be 463.6, 464.3, 463.5, 469.3, 

473.8, 482.7 and 471.0 B.Th.U. respectively and the pressure to be 5.7, 5.8, 5.5, 8.5, 6 1, 5 8 and 8.9 

inches of water respectively  

STANLEY ROGERS,  

Chairman.  
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WATER COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 14th November, 1939. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor ; Aldermen Margrett and Ward ; Councillors Barnett, Dr. Hayward and Moore.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman C. H. Margrett be appointed Chairman of this Committee 

for the ensuing year.  

2τBorough Engineer's ReportτThe Monthly Report of the Borough Engineer was read :τ 

 

                                       DAILY YIELD OF SPRINGS. 

                                             For month ended                Average for corresponding period  

                                            31st October, 1939                  during the past 3 years. 

            Hewletts Springs     96,000 gallons                       84,000 gallons 

            Dowdeswell Springs оутΣллл   ά                           отрΣллл  ά 

            Leckhampton Springs    29,000                                 мтΣллл   ά 

                                                      512,000                               476,000 

 

                                       CONTENTS OF RESERVOIRS.  

                        Estimated Usable Quantity about ...  ...    73,776,000 gallons. 

 

3τInspectionsτThe Borough Engineer reported the work carried out by the Water Inspectors 

during the month of October  

4τAppealsτThe cases entered in the Appeals Book were considered, and the rates settled and 

adjusted.  

5τFresh Water Biological AssociationτThe Borough Engineer submitted letter from this Association 

asking the Corporation to contribute to the funds of the Association and enclosing a list of 

contributions made by other Authorities. RESOLVED, That an annual subscription of 2 guineas be 

made.  

6τExtension of Mains----The Borough Engineer reported enquiries had been made for a supply of 

about 40,000 gallons per day for buildings proposed to be erected at St. Mark's and for 50,000 to 

60,000 gallons a day for an R.A.S.C. Depot at Ashchurch. RESOLVED, That the Borough Engineer be 

authorised to undertake the work of laying the necessary mains subject to the estimated cost being 

deposited by the Contractors before the commencement of the work. RESOLVED, also, That, in the 

case of the R.A.S.C. Depot at Ashchurch, the Committee agree to supply this water in bulk to the 

Rural District Council at a charge of 1s 3d per thousand gallons.  

7τPipes and SpecialsτThe Borough Engineer submitted letter from the Staveley Coal and Iron Co. 

Ltd., notifying the authorised increase of 9s 6d per ton for straight pipes and 10s per ton for specials, 

as from the 1st inst.  

8τParish of SwindonτThe Borough Engineer submitted memorial received from the residents in 

Swindon complaining of the condition of the water supply to Swindon village. He had had the mains 



thoroughly washed out. RESOLVED, That the Medical Officer of Health be instructed to obtain 

analyses of the water.  

9τCoalτThe Borough Engineer submitted a notification dated 30th ult. from Mr. S. C. Hopton of 

the proposed increase in the price of hauling coal from the Tewkesbury Station to the waterworks of 

2s 6d per ton as from the 1st inst.  

10τSupply to GloucesterτThe Borough Engineer reported on the suggestions of the Gloucester 

Corporation in regard to the supply of water to Churchdown to enable Gloucester to take its supply 

from the new reservoirs. RESOLVED, That when the new trunk mains are connected the Borough 

Engineer be authorised to pump to capacity from Tewkesbury to Churchdown and to arrange for 

Gloucester to take a supply from that source when the needs of the Cheltenham area supplied have 

been fully met.  
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11τStaverton Water SupplyτThe Borough Engineer reported on the application of the Cheltenham 

Rural District Council for immediate refund of a proportion of the cost of the Staverton main on 

account of the revenue received by the Corporation from the supply afforded to Gloucester through 

the main. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned until the next meeting, and that the Borough 

Treasurer be instructed to report as to the advisability of taking over from the Rural District Council 

the portion of the Rural District Council main through which the water was supplied  

12τAssessment of UndertakingτThe Town Clerk submitted re-valuation of the Water Undertaking 

made on behalf of the County Council by Messrs. James L. Milne & Bourne. RESOLVED, That Messrs 

Gerald Eve & Co. be instructed to value the undertaking on behalf of the Corporation at a fee of 140 

guineas.  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT,  

Chairman.  

GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 21st November, 1939. PresentτThe Mayor; The 

Deputy Mayor; Aldermen Clara Winterbotham, Leigh James, Margrett, Pruen and Ward ; Councillors 

Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, Grimwade and Waite.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman C. H. Margrett be appointed Chairman of the Committee 

for the ensuing year  

2τMarket Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Deputy Mayor ; Aldermen Leigh James, Margrett 

and Taylor, be appointed this Sub-Committee for the ensuing year.  

3τEvacuation Scheme Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Deputy Mayor ; Aldermen Clara 

Winterbotham and Pruen ; and Councillor Grimwade be appointed this Sub-Committee for the 

ensuing year.  



4τDiseases Amongst Animalsτ(a) Superintendent Hopkins reported that, with the exception of one 

case of Swine Fever, the Borough was free from contagious diseases amongst animals.  

(b) Swine FeverτRead, circular of 16th inst. from the Ministry of Agriculture drawing attention to 

the importance of local authorities doing everything in their power to arrest the spread of this 

disease. RESOLVED, That this be referred to Superintendent Hopkins.  

5τCar Parksτ(a) Rodney RoadτThe Town Clerk reported that the Emergency Committee had 

accepted the tender of Messrs, S. C. Morris & Sons amounting to £146 for providing sliding doors for 

the open shed at this Car Park to enable the Ambulances and Trailers to be garaged in the car park, 

and in respect of which the County Council will pay an appropriate rent. RESOLVED, That this be 

approved.  

(b) Imperial Square, South SideτRead, letter of 17th September, that he had received complaints of 

the danger caused by motor cars being parked in this Car Park without lights. RESOLVED, That the 

Borough Surveyor be instructed to put a barrier at each end of the Car Park and to place red lights 

thereon.  

(c) PromenadeτThe Borough Surveyor reported further on the engagement of the additional 

attendant at this parking place. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to continue the engagement of the 

attendant until the end of the year.  

6τRe-numbering of HousesτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to re-number the 

houses in Priors Road and St. Paul's Street in accordance with the plans submitted.  

7τGrammar SchoolτRESOLVED, That Aldermen Clara Winterbotham and Margrett be re-appointed 

Governors of the Grammar School for a further term of three years, expiring on the 4th December, 

1942.  
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8τPetrol Licences, etc.τ(a) RESOLVED, That the following applications for Licences to store 

petroleum be granted:- 

Cheltenham Factors Ltd., Norwood Garage, Norwood Street Underground Tank  500 gallons. 

 

Great Western Railway, Goods Depot, St. James's Square      

Underground Tank housed in concrete container                    750 gallons. 

                                                                                                    

U.C.A.L., Ucal Works, High Street Underground Tank           ...             1,000 gallons. 

 

Pitchers, Ltd., Benhall Farm, Gloucester Road Can Store          ...          ...      100 gallons. 

 

S. H. Williams, Belle Vue Garage Underground Tank                           500 gallons. 

 

(b) Read, circular of 6th inst. from the Home Office in regard to Air Raid Precautions at Inland Bulk or 

Distribution Petrol Depots and Filling Stations. RESOLVED, That the Petroleum Inspector be 



instructed to bring this circular to the notice of the persons storing petrol to which the circular 

applies.  

9--Employees on War Service--The Committee considered application from W. Garside, aged 34, and 

R. Iddles, aged 31 (Gardeners) in Parks Department, for permission to enlist. RESOLVED, That 

consent be given.  

10τPawnbrokers' Licence----RESOLVED, That the application of Mr. H. Higgins for renewal of his 

certificate under the Pawnbrokers' Act be granted for one year up to the 9th November next.  

11τFood Control CommitteeτThe Committee considered the appointment of a woman 

representative of working-class women in the Borough on the Food Control Committee. RESOLVED, 

That Mrs. K. Greening be appointed.  

12τAthletic Ground---(a) With reference to the requisitioning of this ground by the military. 

RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to make an inventory and to report on the 

conditions of the buildings and land with a view to a claim being made for compensation in respect 

of any damage that may be done. 

(b) Read, letter of 31st ult. from the Cheltenham & District Billposting Co., asking the Council to 

agree to a reduction of 50 per cent. of the rent of the hoarding in St. Anne's Terrace, RESOLVED, 

That this be not agreed to.  

13τHackney Carriage LicenceτRead, letter of 21st inst. from Mr. H. J. Taylor asking, if he purchased 

a car, whether the Council would grant him a Hackney Carriage Licence. RESOLVED, That this 

application be not granted  

14τMunicipal Officesτ(a) Christmas ClosingτRESOLVED, That the Offices be closed on the 25th, 

26th and 27th December  

(b) Duplicating MachineτRead, letter from D. Gestetner Ltd., that the present Gestetner Duplicating 

Machine purchased in 1931 was now showing signs of wear, and that it was desirable to take 

advantage of replacing this with a new machine which they could now supply at pre-war price. 

RESOLVED, That a new machine be purchased at the nett cost of £61 10s. 0d. after allowing £15 for 

the old machine and a special discount of 15 per cent., and that a portion of the cost be charged to 

the Electricity Committee as in the case of the present machine.  

(c) A.R.P. BlindsτRead, letter of 20th ult. from E. L. Ward, Ltd., in regard to additional expense 

incurred in carrying out the contract for A.R.P. blinds for the offices and other Corporation 

properties. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned until the contract has been finally 

completed.  

15τMontpellier RotundaτRead, letter of 6th inst. from the District Valuer in regard to the claim of 

£1,010 made by the Montpellier Rotunda Co. Ltd., in respect of the order made by the Council under 

the Town Planning Act that the building shall not be demolished without the consent of the Council. 

RESOLVED, That in the circumstances, the Town Clerk be instructed to negotiate terms for the 

purchase of the property, and to ascertain whether the Ministry of Health will consent to a loan for 

the purchase.  



 

16-77 PromenadeτThe Committee considered the recommendation of the Town Improvement 

Committee to transfer the Food Office and National Registration Office from the Town Hall to 77 

Promenade. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to, and that the Fuel Office be transferred to the 

Electricity Showroom. RESOLVED, also, That the Food Office be charged a rent of £3 a week, and the 

National Registration Office £1 per week, plus the cost of lighting and heating in the same 

proportions.  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT,  

Chairman.  
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FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 27th November, 1939. PresentτAldermen Pates 

and Ward; Councillors Bush, Fisher, Green and Grimwade.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor H. C. Grimwade be appointed Chairman of this Committee 

for the ensuing year.  

2τMonthly Report of Acting Chief OfficerτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that since the last 

Meeting the Brigade had attended 10 calls to fire, as follows :τ 

October 25th     Lansdown Court West, Malvern Road. 

           ά  30th   Cleevelands Lodge, Evesham Road. 

           ά   30th  ..  Earlham, Bouncers Lane. 

November 8th ..  86 Whaddon Avenue, 

            ά   9th   .. Newholme, Okus Road, Charlton Kings. 

             ά   16th  ... Racecourse, Evesham Road (Pay-Box). 

             ά  19th  ..  Merrowdown, Lansdown Road. 

              ά             21st      1 Pumphreys Road, Charlton Kings. 

              ά             22nd  .   Duke Street (Watchman's Box) 

             ά              23rd  ..  10 St. George's Place. 

 

3τAuxiliary Fire Serviceτ(a) CommandantτThe Committee further considered the letter of the 4th 

ult. from the Home Office authorising the appointment of one Commandant and a Deputy 

Commandant and 4 Section Officers for the Auxiliary Fire Service, and also as to the salary to be paid 

As previously reported, the Acting Chief Officer had only appointed one Officer (Commandant H. D. 

Cassini) for the Auxiliary Fire Service). RESOLVED, That he be paid a salary of £4 per week as from the 

4th October  

(b) Waterproof CoatsτThe Committee considered 10 tenders received for the supply of 150 Rubber 

Waterproof Coats for the Auxiliary Fire Service. .RESOLVED, That the tender of Attwater & Sons Ltd., 

for the provision of 150 black Waterproof lined Coats, in accordance with sample now submitted at 



the price of 23s 6d. each, being the most favourable tender received for this type of coat, be 

accepted.  

(c) The Town Clerk submitted the following circulars from the Home Office :τ  

No. 84. re Type "A" Towing Attachments.  

No. 86. re Head Lamp Masks 

No. 79. re Repairs and Replacements on Fire Appliances,  

No. 81. re Central Purchase of Folding Beds. 

No. 82. re Protection of Appliances against Frost Damage, 

No. 91. re Batteries and Bulbs for Electric Hand-Lamps 

 

RESOLVED, That these be referred to the Chief Officer for attention.  

(d) Signs for identifying Fire StationsτRead, circular No 80 of 26th ult. from the Home Office that it 

was desirable to exhibit illuminated signs outside regular and Auxiliary Fire Stations by which these 

Stations will be readily identified by the public by night as well as day, and arrangements had been 

made with a number of manufacturers to produce a suitable sign at a low price of not exceeding £1 

each. The expenditure on the purchase of signs would rank for grant. RESOLVED, That the 

Committee do not think it is necessary to mark the head Fire Station and 4 Auxiliary Fire Stations 

with signs.  

(e) Goose-NecksτRead, letter of 9th inst. from the Home Office, that instructions had been issued 

for delivery to Cheltenham of 13 Goose-Necks which were units for the purpose of directing water 

into dams.  

4-6 St. George's TerraceτThe Committee further considered the proposed purchase of this property 

as a residence for one of the members of the Fire Brigade, and the Town Clerk submitted letters 

from Messrs. Lear & Lear and the District Valuer. RESOLVED, That the proposed purchase be not 

proceeded with  

5τChief OfficerτThe Committee further considered the question of continuing the free housing 

accommodation for the Chief Officer who was seconded to the Home Office. RESOLVED, That he be 

allowed to reside in the house for the present  

H. C. GRIMWADE,  

Chairman.  
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ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 27th October, 1939. PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bendall, Bush, Green and Smith; Messrs. Ball and Yeend (Councillor Smith in the chair).  

8τWar Time Food ProductionτThe Town Clerk reported interviews he and the Gardens 

Superintendent had had with an Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. The Inspector 



had suggested that a Horticulture Committee should be formed consisting of four members of the 

Horticultural trade, four members of the Growers' Association and four members of the Allotments 

Committee. The Inspector had intimated that he would be willing to attend the first Meeting of the 

Committee. Horticultural trade had nominated Messrs. T. H. Fuller, Stanley Yeates, Frank Cypher and 

P. C. A. Wiggall RESOLVED, That an Advisory Committee be appointed to be called the Horticulture 

Committee consisting of the Chairman, Councillor Green and Messrs. Ball and Yeend (representing 

this Committee), Messrs. T. H. Fuller, Stanley Yeates, Frank Cypher and P. C. A. Wiggall representing 

the Horticultural trade, and four members to be nominated by the Growers' Association.  

9τLand rear of The ElmsτThe Town Clerk reported that as instructed he had written to the Public 

Assistance Committee with regard to the Corporation cultivating this land but he had now been 

informed that they had decided to arrange for the cultivation of this land themselves.  

10τWaste Land, Creamery PieceτThe Town Clerk reported that Mr. White of 70 Manser Street had 

erected a Garage on this land contrary to the conditions upon which the land was let to him. 

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to write to Mr. White informing him that the 

Committee adhere to their previous resolution that no building should be erected on the land and 

that unless the building is removed at once steps will be taken to have the same removed.  

11τRebates in RentτRESOLVED, That the Tenants of Nos. 29, 72 and 73 Asquith Road, 46 North 

Ward and 21 Marle Hill Estate be granted the use of the allotments rent free up to the 25th March 

next in view of their bad condition. RESOLVED, also, That if a tenant is found for No. 7 Tennyson 

Road he be allowed six months' rebate.  

12τNo. 47 North WardτIt was reported that a portion (about one-quarter) of this allotment was 

covered with rubble and concrete which had been left by the late tenant. RESOLVED, That three-

quarters of the allotment be let and that the remaining quarter be retained and that the Gardens 

Superintendent remove the rubble as and when this is required  

13τAsquith Road AllotmentsτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Housing Committee, That 

Mr. Russell of 26 Pilley Crescent be granted an allotment of half a chain, rent free for twelve months.  

P. T. SMITH, Chairman. 

[CONFIRMED BY COUNCIL, 30TH OCTOBER, 1939.] 
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At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 13th. November, 1939. PresentτCouncillors 

Addis, Bendall, Bush, Compton, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith ; Messrs. A. Ball, E. H. Carter and 

E. M. Yeend.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor P. T. Smith be appointed Chairman of this Committee for 

the ensuing year.  

2τAllotments InspectionτRead, the Gardens Superintendent's report of his monthly inspection of 

the allotments. The following allotments were still in an unsatisfactory state :τNo 3 Creamery Piece, 

No. 98 Asquith Road, No. 11 Gappers Field, Nos. 84, 85 and 86 North Ward and No. 142 Marle Hill. 



RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to give the tenants of these allotments one month's 

notice to quit.  

3τCultivation of Vacant LandτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that he had been in 

communication with the County Agricultural Organiser with regard to the ploughing up of the vacant 

land in various parts of the town. The scale of charges for ploughing by the War Agricultural 

Committee was from 15s to 25s per acre according to local conditions. RESOLVED, That he be 

instructed to accept this offer and to make arrangements with the War Agricultural Committee for 

the ploughing of the field adjoining the temporary playing field at St. Mark's containing 4 acres, the 

land adjoining the tip at Brooklyn Road containing about 6 acres, land at Marle Hill Estate containing 

about 3 acres and the land at Severn Road containing about 3 acres.  

4τDemonstration AllotmentsτThe recommendation of the recently formed Horticulture 

Committee that demonstration allotments should be provided in various parts of the town, was 

considered. RESOLVED, That demonstration allotments be provided in the Winter Garden (Imperial 

Square side), Sandford Park. land at corner of Church Road, St. Mark's, North Ward and Asquith 

Road Allotments and that application be made to the various Committees concerned for the 

necessary permission. RESOLVED, also, That No. 50 Creamery Piece, which is now vacant, be 

appropriated for the demonstration allotment in the North Ward.  

5--Horticulture Committee-- The Town Clerk reported that the Horticulture Committee had held 

their first Meeting and made various recommendations. Leaflets and Posters had been ordered for 

advertising the campaign to grow more food. The Cheltenham Circular had offered to distribute 

10,000 copies of the Leaflet at a charge of £5 5s. 0d. RESOLVED, That this offer be accepted. 

RESOLVED, also, That the offer of the Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co. to exhibit copies of the small 

Posters in their 'buses be accepted with thanks, also that an advertisement be inserted in the " Echo 

" giving notice that advice may he obtained from the Horticulture Sub-Committee.  

6--FencingτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had received tenders for the fencing of the 

vacant land at Severn Road and Cam Road. RESOLVED, That the tender of Messrs. Parry amounting 

to £25 be accepted.  

7τNos. 167 and 168 North Ward Allotments--The Town Clerk reported that the tenant of these 

allotments wished to terminate his tenancy but required £4 compensation for stabling, piggeries and 

fruit trees. There were arrears of rent to 29th September last amounting to £3 1s. 1d. RESOLVED, 

That Councillor Addis and the Gardens Superintendent be asked to inspect the allotments and report 

to the next meeting of this Committee.  

8τWaste Land, Creamery PieceτThe Town Clerk reported that as instructed at the last meeting of 

the Committee he had written to Mr. White informing him that unless the Garage on this land was 

removed at once steps would be taken to have this done. He submitted a letter of the 6th inst. from 

Mr. White stating that the shed had been removed. RESOLVED, That no further action be taken.  

9τArrears of RentτRESOLVED, That the Borough Treasurer be asked to submit to the next meeting 

of this Committee a statement showing the arrears of rent outstanding in respect of the various 

allotments.  

P. T. SMITH, Chairman. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 13th November, 1939. PresentτCouncillors 

Addis, Bush, Bendall, Compton, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor Green be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the 

ensuing year  

2τMemorial to the late Alderman StewartτThe Gardens Superintendent submitted sketch plan of 

Bird Bath proposed to be erected in Sandford Park by the relatives of the late Alderman Stewart. It 

was suggested that this should be placed in the Waterfalls Garden. RESOLVED, That the proposed 

Memorial and the site be approved.  

3τGiftsτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that during the last month the following gifts had 

been received :τ 

Two Ravens for Aviaries presented by Mr. Leighton of Ridgway Filling Station, Moreton Vallance, Nr. 

Gloucester;  

10 Rhus Trees and 1 Ailanthus (Tree of Heaven) presented by Miss Gilbert of Lechantone, Charlton 

Lane ; and  

Abutilon shrubs in large receptacles presented by Mr. Bradbury of Moorend Park Road.  

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be asked to convey the thanks of this Committee to the donors.  

4τDemonstration AllotmentτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Allotments Committee, 

That a demonstration allotment be provided in Sandford Park Recreation Ground near to the College 

Road entrance.  

5τAthletic GroundτRESOLVED, That the laying of the new tar macadam at the main entrance to 

the Athletic Ground be deferred for the present.  

6τGardens Superintendent's New Officesτ(a) The Borough Surveyor reported that these offices 

were nearly completed. RESOLVED, That the Chairman be authorised to purchase the necessary 

furniture and equipment.  

(b) TelephoneτRESOLVED, That the telephone at present installed at Field Lodge be removed to the 

new offices with an extension to Field Lodge.  

7τFootball PitchτRESOLVED, That the application of the R.A.F. Cadets for the use of a Football 

Pitch on Saturdays at the Alstone Croft Playing Field be granted.  

8τHatherley Court Recreation GroundτThe Town Clerk reported that he had now heard from the 

County Council stating that the County Education Committee had decided to recommend the County 

Council to purchase the strip of land about 25 feet wide to provide means of access to this 

Recreation Ground from the Woodlands and thanking the Committee for drawing the attention of 

the County Council to this matter.  



W. J. GREEN,  

Chairman. 
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ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 16th November, 1939. PresentτAldermen 

Winterbotham, Leigh James, Col. Trye ; and Dr. R. Davies.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman Clara F. Winterbotham be appointed Chairman for the 

ensuing year.  

2τCurator's Report for October, 1939τVisitors-2,361 (last year 3,148). Included in this figure was a 

party of 60 girls from Pate's Grammar School.  

ReceiptsτPostcards, Catalogues, etc. 2s 11d. "Friends of the Art Gallery and Museum Fund" 10s 9d. 

Total 13s 8d.  

BlindsτImprovised darkening of the Art Gallery top-lights had been carried out so that the Gallery is 

now open during normal hours.  

3τDonationsτGifts to the Museum had been received from the following:τLt.-Col. C. D. Barrow, 

Mr. J. D. Bradly, Miss E. Maude Bubb, His Honour Judge Dale, Miss M. Eyre, Miss Harriet C. Fawkes, 

Miss E. L. E. Mason, Mrs. Percival, Mrs. A Tawney, Mrs. A. J. Waller and Mr. L. D. Wingate.  

RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Donors  

4τSpecimensτRESOLVED, That 2 examples of ceramics and 4 Bygones be purchased from the 

General Account at a cost of £1 17s. 0d.  

5τ" Friends of the Art Gallery and Museum Fund "τRESOLVED, That 2 Bygones be purchased from 

this Fund at a total cost of 23s.  

6τProposed Strong-RoomτThis matter having been referred back from the last Council meeting 

was re-considered, when a full report was submitted to the Committee, together with a revised and 

modified estimate from the Borough Surveyor. RESOLVED, unanimously, That the Council be 

recommended to proceed with the work at a cost of £72.  

7τChristmas ClosingτRESOLVED, That the Art Gallery and Museum be closed on Monday, 25th 

December, 1939.  

8τDate of Next Meeting--RESOLVED, That the next Meeting of the Committee be held on Thursday, 

11th January, 1940 at 3 p.m.  

CLARA F. WINTERBOTHAM,  

Chairman.   



CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 20th November, 1939. PresentτCouncillors Rev. 

de Courcy Ireland, Green and Moore.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor The Rev. E. S. de Courcy Ireland be appointed Chairman of 

this Committee for the ensuing year.  

R. OWEN SEACOME,  

Town Clerk.  
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At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 24th November, 1939 PresentτCouncillors Bendall, 

Bettridge, Rev. de Courcy Ireland and Moore (Councillor Rev de Courcy Ireland in the chair)  

2τSuperintendent's ReportτRead, Report of the Superintendent for the period from 21st October 

to 24th November: Grave Spaces sold 19 (1st Position 1, 2nd Position 2, 4th Position 16); Number of 

Interments 85; Cremations 19; Memorials erected 8 ; New Inscriptions 14.  

3τGrants of Grave SpacesτRESOLVED, That the Common Seal be affixed to Grants Nos. 10069 to 

10087  

4τDesignsτRESOLVED, That the Designs Nos. 2467 to 2479, as set out in the Designs Book, signed 

by the Chairman, be approved.  

5τCivilian Deaths due to War Operations--Read, letter of 4th inst. from the Ministry of Health. The 

Ministry observed that the Council were satisfied that three buildings would be sufficient for 

temporary mortuary purposes when an emergency arises, and instructions had accordingly now 

been given for the fourth building previously earmarked for this purpose to be cancelled. The 

Minister was prepared to recognise for purposes of grant under the A.R.P. Act 1937 the purchase of 

equipment for the mortuaries on being furnished with an estimate of the cost thereof. RESOLVED, At 

a Special Meeting of the Committee be held to discuss the scheme with the Heads of the A.R.P. 

Services concerned, with a view to estimates being prepared for submission to the Ministry.  

6τMaintenance of Graves Nos. 10472 and 10473 Section "Q"τRead, letter of 17th inst. from Miss 

E. M. Conder asking on what terms the Corporation would be prepared to maintain these Graves. 

RESOLVED, That the Corporation are prepared to undertake the maintenance of these graves in 

perpetuity on payment of the sum of £100.  

E. S. DE COURCY IRELAND,  

Chairman.  

PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 17th November, 1939. PresentτCouncillors 

Bendall, Bush, Compton, Garland and Grimwade ; Rev. Canon Johnstone; Messrs. S. J. Clarke, H. J. 

Norris and C. E. Walsh (Councillor Grimwade in the chair).  



1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor D. L. Lipson be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year.  

2τVice-ChairmanτRESOLVED, That Councillor H. C. Grimwade be appointed Vice-Chairman for the 

ensuing year.  

3τSub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Chairman, Councillor Grimwade and Mr. Norris be 

appointed members of the Sub-Committee for the ensuing year.  

4τSchool Libraries Sub-CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Sub-Committee act as representatives of 

this Committee on the School Libraries Sub-Committee.  

5τLibrarian's Report for October, 1939τReceipts £27 15s. 5d. Number of Volumes Issuedτ

Reference Department 4,708; Lending Department 24,523 ; Junior Department 3,686. Total 32,917 

(last year 32,109).  

Record IssuesτThe Librarian reported that the record issue had been broken on each of the three 

last Saturdays, that for 11th November being 2,585 volumes  
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Replacements and Binding-154 volumes had been replaced, 1,085 volumes had been returned from 

the binder and a further 309 volumes dispatched.  

LectureτThe following lecture had been given in the Art Gallery .τMonday, 13th November ... Dr. 

George Sheppard on " Life under the Equator." Attendance 141.  

Heating BoilerτThe Vulcan Boiler Insurance Co. had examined the boiler and found no defects.  

6τBooksτRESOLVED, (a) That 439 volumes, published at £144 12s. 6d., be purchased for £92 16s. 

8d.  

(b) That £25 be spent on Binding. 

(c) That £20 be spent on Replacements.  

7τ" The Bath and Cheltenham Gazette," January 1827 to December 1828--The Librarian reported 

the receipt as a gift of this important local item from Mr. C. A. Stonehill. RESOLVED, That the best 

thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the donor.  

8τDonations--104 volumes and 13 pamphlets had been received as gifts from 11 donors. 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Donors.  

9τLending Library FloorτRead, letter from the Borough Surveyor stating that quotations received 

were considerably in excess of the sum authorised by the Council. RESOLVED, That the matter be 

referred to the Borough Surveyor for further consideration and report to the December Committee.  

10τPublic Library LecturesτRESOLVED, That arrangements for the January-March 1940 session be 

left in the hands of the Librarian.  

11τChristmas Closing--RESOLVED, That the Libraries and Newsroom be closed on Monday and 

Tuesday, 25th and 26th December, 1939.  



12τJunior Library HoursτThe Librarian reported that very little use was made of the Junior Library 

between 6 and 7 p.m. each evening. RESOLVED, That the Junior Department close at 6 p.m. and 

earlier if deemed advisable by the Chairman.  

13τDate of Next MeetingτRESOLVED, That the next Meeting of the Committee be held on 15th 

December, 1939.  

H. C. GRIMWADE,  

Chairman.  

RATING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 1st November, 1939. PresentτAlderman 

Taylor ; Councillors Bettridge and Bush (Alderman Taylor in the chair).  

1τNew Valuation ListτThe Committee continued the preparation of the new Valuation List.  

P. P. TAYLOR,  

Chairman. 
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At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 15th November, 1939. PresentτAlderman 

Ward; Councillors Barnett, Bettridge, Bush, Ben James and Moore (Alderman Ward in the chair).  

2τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman P. P. Taylor be appointed -Chairman of the Committee for 

the ensuing year  

3τDefaulterτThe Committee interviewed and dealt with one Rate defaulter. 

4τUnpaid RatesτA statement of unpaid Rates for the half-year ended 30th September last was 

submitted and signed by members of the Committee  

5τProposalsτThe Committee considered proposals submitted by the Rating and Valuation Officer. 

RESOLVED, That these be submitted for the revision of Assessments as now settled by the 

Committee.  

6τNew Valuation ListτRead, letter of 10th inst. from the Clerk of the County Council that the 

Valuation Advisory Committee had considered the recommendation of the Council that the Rating 

Authorities in the County should be asked to revise any Assessments where as a result of the 

preparation of the new Valuation List it appeared desirable that such Assessments should be revised, 

and that the Valuation Advisory Committee had decided to advise the County Valuation Committee 

to recommend all Rating Authorities to deal with anomalies in the existing lists.  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman.   



FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 20th November, 1939.PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor (in the chair); Aldermen Pruen and Taylor ; and Councillor Waite.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman P. P. Taylor be appointed Chairman of this Committee for 

the ensuing year.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman.  

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 28th November, 1939. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor ; Aldermen Leigh James, Pruen, Taylor and Ward; Councillors Garland, Grimwade and Waite 

(Alderman Taylor in the chair).  

2τGeneral RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 25th inst , on the collection of the 

Second Instalment of this Rate. Amount collected £21,202 ; Leaving Outstanding £113,567.  

3τWater RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 25th inst., on the collection of this 

Rate for the half year ending 31st March, 1940. Amount collected £3,558, Leaving Outstanding 

£14,626 (excluding Metered supplies).  

4τAccounts Rota CommitteeτReported Meeting on the 2Sth inst. PresentτAlderman Taylor (in 

the chair) and Alderman Leigh James. The Accounts were examined and recommended for payment. 

RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and adopted.  

30 

5τElectricity ChargesτThe Borough Treasurer reported on the collection of the Electricity charges 

since the last meeting.  

6τLoansτ(a) RESOLVED, That the terms proposed for the renewal of Debentures amounting to 

£11,575 be approved and the Debentures endorsed accordingly.  

(b) The Borough Treasurer reported that since the last meeting £1,500 had been received on loan. 

RESOLVED, That a mortgage be issued and sealed on account of duly authorised loans.  

(c) The Borough Treasurer reported the terms arranged for loans of £20,000 and £1,000, RESOLVED, 

That these be approved and that mortgages be issued and sealed on account of duly authorised 

loans.  

(d) The Borough Treasurer reported that a further £5,000 had been received on loan from The 

Cheltenham and Gloucester Building Society, making a total loan of £130,000.  

7τSuperannuationτ(a) Quinquennial ValuationτThe Borough Treasurer submitted quotation from 

Messrs. J. H. Robertson, Actuaries, for carrying out the third Quinquennial Valuation of the 

Superannuation Fund, amounting to Fifty-five Guineas. RESOLVED, That this be accepted.  



(b) The Borough Treasurer reported that W. Page, who voluntarily resigned on the 16th inst. was 

entitled to a refund of his contributions amounting to £86 9s. 9d. RESOLVED, That this sum be paid 

subject to Mr. Page giving an Undertaking indemnifying the Council against loss in the event of his 

taking up another post during the next 12 months involving the payment of a transfer value.  

(c) The Borough Treasurer reported that F. Page resigned on the 16th inst. and was entitled to a 

refund of his contributions of £2 10s 8d. RESOLVED, That this sum be repaid.  

(d) The Borough Treasurer reported that H. Rimell, Ambulance Driver at Delaney Hospital had been 

certified by the Medical Officer as medically unfit. RESOLVED, That he be paid a pension of 10s a 

week in respect of 8 years contributory and 8 years non-contributory service.  

(e) The Borough Treasurer reported that the following pensioners had died :  

A. Large     10th November, formerly in receipt of pension of 15s a week. 

T. Gore      11th November, formerly in receipt of pension of 7s 6d a week. 

C. Cossens   23rd November, formerly in receipt of pension of 11s 1d a week. 

8τAircraft InsuranceτThe Borough Treasurer reported that the Insurance of Corporation 

Properties against damage by aircraft or articles dropped therefrom had been discontinued as from 

the 3rd inst. as the Companies were only liable during War-time for damage caused exclusively by 

Civil Aircraft operating in a civil capacity. RESOLVED, That this be approved  

9--AirportτThe Town Clerk reported that the Joint Airport Committee at their Meeting on the 14th 

inst agreed to recommend that the two Corporations should contribute £100 towards the cost of 

£396 incurred by Rotol Airscrews Ltd. in constructing a concrete roadway from their hangar (erected 

on the land leased to them) to the landing ground. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be 

adopted.  

10τEmployees on War ServiceτThe Committee further considered the making up of civil pay to 

employees with H.M. Forces The Borough Treasurer reported that so far 13 members of the 

Administrative Staff and 14 employees in the Electricity and Highways Departments were in the 

Forces all of whom had enlisted prior to the outbreak of War. He submitted statements showing the 

amounts being paid The weekly salaries of the 13 employees on the Administrative Staff amounted 

to £39 18s. 7d., and the amount being paid to these employees after deduction of Service pay and 

allowances at the old rate was £19 2s. 1d per week. After allowing for the wages of 4 temporary 

employees engaged to replace some of the staff amounting to £6 5s. 0d. per week, there was a 

saving to the Council of £14 11s. 6d. per week which saving would increase as the service pay was 

increased on promotions and the new rates of allowances became operative. The weekly wages of 

the 14 other employees amounted to £39 19s. 5d.and the amount being paid to these after 

deducting service pay and allowances at the old rate was £9 19s. 1d. per week. RESOLVED, until 

further order, That as from the 1st January next the sum of 10s per week in respect of food be 

deducted from the amount paid to each unmarried employee serving with H.M. Forces or hereafter 

called tip or enlisting in H.M. Forces with the consent of the General Purposes Committee and that 

Minute No. 8 of the General Purposes Committee confirmed by the Council on the 3rd July last and 



Minute No. 6 of the Finance Committee confirmed by the Council on the 2nd October last be varied 

accordingly.  

P. P. TAYLOR,  

Chairman. 
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Borough of Cheltenham 

Municipal Offices, Cheltenham, 28th December, 1939.  

Sir, 

You are hereby Summoned to attend, the Monthly Meeting of the Council, to be held at the 

MUNICIPAL OFFICES, PROMENADE, on MONDAY, the 1st day of January, 1940, at TWO-THIRTY 

O'CLOCK in the Afternoon, at which, Meeting the following Business is proposed to be transacted, 

and any other business that may legally be transacted at such Meeting.  

1. To approve and confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting.  

2. Communications by the Mayor.  

3. To approve or otherwise, the proceedings of :τTHE PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE HOUSING 

COMMITTEE STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE TOWN 

IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE WATER COMMITTEE 

GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE ALLOTMENTS 

COMMITTEE PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM 

COMMITTEE PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMITTEE RATING COMMITTEE FINANCE COMMITTEE  

4. Memorials, Applications, Complaints, &c.  

Yours faithfully,  

To each Member of the Council.  

[ PLEASE NOTE TIME OF MEETING.]  

Town Clerk. 

Borough of Cheltenham. 

At a Monthly Meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Cheltenham, duly convened and held 

at the Municipal Offices in the said Borough, on Monday, 4th December, 1939, at 2.30 p.m. 

Present :  

The Mayor (Councillor John Howell, C.B.E., F.R.C.S., J.P.) in the chair. The Deputy Mayor (Alderman 

Capt. John Henry Trye, C.B.E., R.N. Retd.).  

Aldermen Leigh James, Pates, Pruen, Taylor, Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham, M.B.E., J.P. ; 

Councillors Addis, J.P., Barnett, Bendall, Bush, Compton, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, M.A., Fisher, 



Garland, Green, Grimwade, Dr. Hayward, M.B.E., M.B., B.S., Ben James, Lipson, M.A., M.P., Moore, 

Morris, Rogers, Smith and Waite.  

ApologiesτApologies for absence were received from Councillors Avery, Bettridge, Fletcher, Miller 

and Till.  

1τDeath of Mrs. C. H. MargrettτRESOLVED, That this Council desires to record their deep regret at 

the death of Mrs. C. H. Margrett, who for seven years was Mayoress of this Borough and who by her 

charm of manner endeared herself to the Citizens of this town and that the Town Clerk be instructed 

to convey to Alderman Margrett and his family the Council's sincere sympathy in the great loss they 

have sustained.  

2τ Minutes of Previous MeetingτRESOLVED, That -the Minutes of the Statutory Annual Meeting of 

the Town Council held on the 9th November, 1939, having been printed and a copy sent to each 

Member of the Council, be taken as read, and that the same be adopted and confirmed with the 

addition of Mr. A. Ball as a co-opted member of the Allotments Committee.  

3τ Proceedings of CommitteesτRESOLVED, That the proceedings of the under-mentioned 

Committees at their Meetings held on the dates respectively appearing be approved and confirmed 

:τ  

Public Health Meeting held November 13  

RESOLVED, also, That a Certificate be issued to the Owner of No. 5 Providence Square under Section 

51 of the Housing Act, 1936, that the house is fit for human habitation and will, with reasonable care 

and maintenance, remain so fit for a period of 10 years.  

Housing ..Meeting held November 16  

(An Amendment moved by Councillor Lipson and Seconded by Alderman Pruen : "That Minute No. 

10 with regard to keeping of Poultry on Housing Estates be referred back for further consideration " 

was lost).  
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Street and Highway Meeting held November 20  

Subject to an Amendment moved by Councillor Rev. de Courcy Ireland and seconded by Councillor 

Bush " That Minute No. 16 with regard to a ten minutes' break daily during winter working hours to 

employees other than those at the Cemetery and Electricity Department be not approved and that 

the application for a ten minutes' break during winter working hours be granted."  

Maternity and Child Welfare... Meeting held November 2 

Town Planning  Meeting held November 23  

RESOLVED, also, That application be made to the Ministry of Health for an extension of the period 

within which the Cheltenham & District Joint Town Planning Scheme No. 1 must be approved and for 

an extension of the period for the preparation of the draft Town Planning Scheme No. 2.  



Town Improvement and Spa...          ..          Meeting held November 17 

Electricity and Lighting     ..        Meeting held November 27 

Water       Meeting held November 14 

General Purposes and Watch  Meeting held November 21 

Fire Brigade                Meeting held November 27 

Allotments ...   Meeting held November 13 

Parks and Recreation Grounds        Meeting held November 13 

Art Gallery and Museum      Meeting held November 16 

Cemetery and Crematorium     Meeting held November 24 

Public Library     Meeting held November 17  

Rating        Meetings held November 1 & 15 

Finance    ...       Meeting held November 28 

 

RESOLVED, also, That application be made to the Ministry of Health for consents to loans of :τ

£13,015 for the expenditure on the Churchdown to Hewletts Main in excess of the Parliamentary 

Estimate. £39,684 for the cost of purchase of properties under the Pittville Street etc. Compulsory 

Purchase Order which, together with the previous loan sanctions make a total of £80,736. 

RESOLVED, also, That an Order on the Borough Treasurer be signed authorising him to pay to the 

several Corporations, Companies and Persons mentioned in the Schedule of Accounts, the sum of 

money set opposite their respective names, and such additional sums as may become payable 

during the month in respect of current Contracts upon the Certificate of the Architect or Officer 

under whom the work is carried out.  

4τEducation CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Rev. H. Clarkson, being a Person interested in 

Education and having a knowledge of the different types of Schools, be appointed a member of the 

Education Committee for a term of three years expiring on the 4th December, 1942 ; Also, That Mrs. 

I. James, being a representative of the Grammar School, be appointed a member of the Education 

Committee for a further term of three years expiring of 4th December, 1942.  

5τRegal CinemaτChristmas OpeningτRead, letter from the Manager of the Regal Cinema asking, 

in view of the prevailing exceptional conditions, for permission to open the Cinema on Christmas 

Day. RESOLVED, That subject to the Justices granting a Music and Dancing Licence, permission to 

open the Cinema on Christmas Day be granted subject to the Cinema not opening until 3 p.m., also 

that the Manager be asked to grant a full day's holiday with pay to such of the employees who are 

required to work on Christmas Day. RESOLVED, also, That the Town Clerk be authorised to grant on 

these terms, any applications to open on Christmas Day that may be received from the other 

Cinemas.  



JNO. HOWELL, Mayor. 
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MINUTES of the Committees of the Town Council to be submitted for approval at the Monthly 

Meeting of the Council to be held on Monday, 1st January, 1940.  

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 11th December, 1939. PresentτAldermen Pruen 

and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Dr. Hayward, Ben 

James, Morris and Rogers (Alderman Pruen in the chair).  

1τHouses Unfit for Human Habitationτ(a) 40 Queen StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported 

that the work of reconditioning this house was being carried out.  

(b) Bruton CottageτRESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned for one month and that the 

Owners be informed that unless a proposition is placed before the Committee by that time a 

Demolition Order will be made.  

(c) 14 and 15 Hereford Place (converted into one house) ; 6 and 21 Queen Street ; and 16 Clare 

PlaceτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the owners of these houses had now carried out 

to his satisfaction the works required to render the premises fit for human habitation. RESOLVED, 

That their Undertakings be cancelled.  

(d) 4, 5 and 6 Exmouth StreetτThe Committee further considered the work required to be done to 

render these premises, in respect of which an Undertaking had been given by the Owner, fit for 

human habitation. RESOLVED, That the Owner be asked to attend a Meeting of a Sub-Committee 

consisting of the Chairman, Alderman Winterbotham and Councillor Morris to discuss the question 

of structural alterations.  

2τSurrender of Diseased Meat, etc.τThe Medical Officer of Health reported the surrender of 6 cwt.  

13 lbs. Beef 2 cwt. 3 qrs. 23 lbs. Pork ; 54 Rabbits ; 14 Fowls ; and 1 qr. 14 lbs. Eggs.  

3τAnalyses of WaterτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his report of analyses of water 

taken since the last Meeting of the Committee.  

4τHousing Act, 1936τCertificates as to Fitness--14 and 15 Hereford PlaceτThe Chief Sanitary 

Inspector reported that the Owners of these houses had carried out to his satisfaction works which 

in his opinion would with reasonable care and maintenance render them fit for human habitation for 

a period of at least 10 years. RESOLVED, That a certificate be issued to the Owners under Section 51 

of the Housing Act, 1936, that the houses are fit for human habitation and will with reasonable care 

and maintenance remain so fit for a period of 10 years.  

5τCommon Lodging HousesτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported the annual inspection of the 

Common Lodging houses. RESOLVED, That Mr. A. F. Evans be registered as a Common Lodging house 

keeper in respect of Rowton House Lodging House, Grove Street, until the 31st December, 1940. 

RESOLVED, also, That Mr. A. A. V. Meulbrouck and Mr. A. F. Evans be registered as Common Lodging 



housekeepers until the 30th June, 1940, in respect of Cumberland Villa, Grove Street and the 

Shamrock, High Street respectively.  

6τTuberculosis of Milk CowτMr. J. Brain, Veterinary Surgeon, and Mrs. Lifely attended and were 

interviewed by the Committee with regard to the cow which as reported previously had been 

slaughtered at the Abattoir and found to be suffering from advanced Tuberculosis. RESOLVED, That 

consideration be adjourned and that Mr. Lifely and Mr. Mudway (the butcher who had purchased 

the cow from Mr. Lifely) be asked to attend the next Meeting of the Committee.  

36 

7τMilk (Special Designations) Order, 1936τRESOLVED That the following applications for licences 

be granted for one year to the 31st December, 1940, subject to the provisions of the Order :-- 

(a) Application of the Gloucestershire Dairy Co. Ltd., for a licence to use the Special Designation " 

Pasteurised " in relation to milk treated at their Depot in Imperial Lane.  

(b) Applications of the Gloucestershire Dairy Co Ltd., Mr. H. C. Pumfrey and the Gloucestershire Milk 

Bars Ltd. for dealers' licences authorising the use of the Special Designation "Tuberculin Tested " in 

relation to milk sold respectively in the Borough, at Benhall Farm and at the Gloucestershire Milk 

Bar, Promenade.  

(c) Applications of Mr. M. E. Chamberlayne and the Gloucester Co-operative & Industrial Society Ltd. 

for Dealers' Licences authorising the use of the Special Designation " Pasteurised " in relation to milk 

sold for consumption at Christowe, Sandford Road and in the Borough respectively.  

(d) Application from Mr. F. Hammond for a Supplementary Licence authorising the use of the Special 

Designation " Accredited in relation to milk sold in the Borough.  

8τOffensive TradeτFish FryingτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Medical Officer of 

Health, That consent be given under Section 107 of the Public Health Act, 1936, to the trade of fish 

frying being carried on by Mr. W. T. Morris at his shop at 82 Tennyson Road, by Mr. Collins at his 

shop in Whaddon Road, by the Cheltenham Spa Fisheries at their premises in Gloucester Road, and 

by Mr. W. T. Harris at his shop at 76 Tewkesbury Road, until the 31st December, 1940.  

9τFood and Drugs Act, 1938τ(a) The Chief Sanitary Inspector submitted Certificates of the Public 

Analyst in respect of 6 samples of milk and one each of linseed oil, cocoa, powdered glucose and 

sultanas all of which were found upon analysis to be genuine  

(b) RESOLVED, That the Standing Sub-Committee be asked to meet when necessary in order to 

consider reports of any unsatisfactory samples analysed and to make any necessary observations 

and recommendations.  

(c) RESOLVED, That the premises set out in the report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector be registered 

for the sale of Ice Cream, Preserved food etc. in accordance with Section 14 of the Act. RESOLVED, 

also, That an advertisement be inserted in the " Echo" calling attention to the provisions of the 

Section.  



(d) Authority to enter PremisesτRESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be authorised to sign Certificates 

authorising Mr. C. W. Clifford, Mr. F. Keene and Mr. A. L. Jones to enter premises under Section 77 of 

the Food and Drugs Act, 1938.  

10τAbattoirτ(1) The Sub-Committee recommended that the use of the Abattoir be offered to the 

Ministry of Food on the following terms:- 

(a) The Ministry to pay the cost of the blackout--£190 ; headage charges in accordance with the 

scale, plus 1d. per head per beast for stunning ; a contribution to cover meat inspection for the 

County Area, £62 10s. 0d. ; and the Electricity and Water charges to the ordinary scale of charges.  

(b) The Services to be provided by the Corporation as follows :τ (i) Use of Abattoir, buildings and 

equipment as now completed. (ii) The Corporation to pay all rates, land taxes, insurance and loans 

thereon, also to provide wagon, horse and driver for removal of offal.  

(2) Read, letter of 28th ult., from the Ministry of Food agreeing to pay on the basis of tolls but stating 

that they were not willing to contribute towards the recent capital expenditure incurred amounting 

to £513 nor to make a contribution towards the meat inspection which they considered would be 

met by the tolls from the County Area. The Ministry did not desire to take the initiative in suggesting 

that the Council should contract for the slaughter of stock but it was open to them to do so if they so 

desired.  

(3) Read, also, letter from the Cheltenham Butchers' Buying Committee forwarding a resolution, 

namely :τ" That the Cheltenham Butchers' Buying Committee, in the event of the Corporation 

entering into a contract with the Government for slaughtering, were willing to give all the support 

and co-operation in their power."  

RESOLVED, That the Ministry be informed that the Corporation consider that the expenses (190) 

incurred for the blackout should be paid by the Government and also the additional capital cost 

incurred in rendering the premises suitable for their use and that the Town Clerk be instructed to 

enter into further negotiations with regard to this.  
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11τByelaws--RESOLVED, That consideration of the draft Byelaws for preventing the occurrence of 

nuisances from snow etc. be further adjourned to the next Meeting of the Committee.  

12τImportation of Meat etc. (Wrapping Materials) (Amendment) Order, 1939τThe Town Clerk 

submitted circular letter from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries together with a copy of this 

Order. RESOLVED, That the Order be referred to the Chief Sanitary Inspector.  

13τCorporation Sewage FarmsτRead, letter of 18th ult., from the War Agricultural Executive 

Committee stating that at present no land on these farms had been scheduled for ploughing and 

that they would see that no land is scheduled for ploughing without consulting the Corporation,  

14τInfluenza and Typhoid FeverτThe Town Clerk submitted Circulars Nos. 1865 and 1906 together 

with Memoranda from the Ministry of Health with regard to typhoid fever and influenza 

respectively. RESOLVED, That these be referred to the Medical Officer of Health.  



15τBenhall FarmτNuisance front CaravansτRead, letter from Mr. C. Harris, tenant of this farm, 

stating that the caravans which had been causing a nuisance to adjoining householders, had now all 

been removed.  

16τTreatment of Foodstuffs contaminated by GasτRead, letter of 24th ult., from the Ministry of 

Food with regard to the steps to be taken for the treatment and disposal of foodstuffs contaminated 

by gas, The Ministry requested local authorities to authorise officers qualified for food inspection to 

deal with such contaminated foodstuffs. The letter pointed out the desirability of such officers 

undertaking the full anti-gas course. RESOLVED, That the Chief Sanitary Inspector, who had already 

taken the anti-gas course, be placed in charge of the actual work and that the Assistant Sanitary 

Inspectors be asked to take the course with a view to assisting with the treatment of contaminated 

food and that the Ministry be notified accordingly.  

17τBillets for TroopsτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that he had been supervising the 

provision of sanitary and other equipment in preparation for the reception of about 200 troops. He 

foresaw complaints arising as a result of insufficient screening of W.C, apartments by canvas screens 

particularly in Clare Street. RESOLVED, That he be authorised to take such steps as he may deem 

necessary to ensure adequate screening.  

18τAlleged pollution of Well by SewageτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the tenant of Ivy 

Cottage, Hester's Way, alleged that his well had been polluted by sewage pumped on to adjacent 

lands. No sewage had reached a point nearer the well than 80 yards and the discolouration 

appeared to be due to flood water passing over clay. RESOLVED, That the Medical Officer of Health 

be instructed to take a sample of the water in the well for analysis.  

19τWindsor Street SewerτThe Borough Surveyor reported his investigation of this sewer. The 

sewer is constructed of old pipes which have moved and sag in places. He estimated the cost of 

reconstruction it at £200. He recommended in the present circumstances that a manhole be 

constructed at each end which would enable the sewer to be rodded and kept clear in the 

meantime. This would cost about £40. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved.  

ARTHUR S. F. PREEN,  

Chairman.  
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HOUSING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 7th December, 1939. PresentτAlderman Pates ; 

Councillors Addis, Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Dr. Hayward, Moore and 

Morris (Alderman Pates in the chair).  

1τHousing ManagerτThe Housing Manager submitted her quarterly statement on the collection of 

rents.  

2-Moors EstateτThe Housing Manager submitted application from the Caretakers on this Estate for 

an increase in their wages of 17s 6d. RESOLVED, That their wages be increased to £1 per week.  



3-44 Kipling RoadτRESOLVED, That the application of the tenant of this house for substitution of 

the kitchen-range for a new open grate be granted, subject to the tenant contributing £1 towards 

the cost.  

4τWhaddon Farm EstateτMr. A. E. Naylor and Mr. Hitchman attended on behalf of the Junior 

Department Committee of the Y.M.C.A., and suggested to the Committee that it was desirable to a 

start a Club for young people on the Whaddon Farm Estate. They stated that the 17M.C.A. would be 

glad to undertake the running of the Club if a suitable building and financial assistance could be 

provided. RESOLVED, That the Committee are in sympathy with the proposal, but that consideration 

be deferred until the matter has been considered by the newly appointed Youth Organisation 

Committee.  

5τSale of Houses RESOLVED, That the Council be recommended not to sell any more houses for the 

present in view of the demand for houses for letting and the fact that the Corporation have 

discontinued building.  

6-38 Waterloo StreetτRead, letter of 6th inst. from the Ministry of Health that they raised no 

objection to the Council using money standing to the credit of the housing revenue account for the 

purpose of acquiring No. 38 Waterloo Street amounting to £59. The Town Clerk reported that he 

was now proceeding with the purchase. RESOLVED, That this be approved. RESOLVED, also, That the 

Sanitary Inspector be instructed to obtain tenders for the demolition of the property, and that the 

Chairman be authorised to accept a tender.  

7τSelection of Tenants Sub-CommitteeτRead, report of the Selection of Tenants Sub-Committee 

of their Meetings held on the 23rd ult. and 5th inst.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ 

(a) Whaddon Farm EstateτThat the Caretaker on this Estate be provided with a bicycle and electric 

torch.  

(b) That the rents fixed and rebates granted, as set out in the Rents Rebate Book, signed by the 

Chairman, be approved. RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and 

adopted. RESOLVED, also, That the Chairman be authorised to purchase a second-hand bicycle for 

the Caretaker of the Whaddon Farm Estate at a cost not exceeding £6.  

J. P. PATES,  

Chairman.  

STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 18th December, 1939. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor ; Aldermen Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Green, Grimwade, 

and Morris (The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

1τRoad Works, etc.τThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of road works, etc., proposed to 

be carried out during the ensuing month. RESOLVED, That these be approved.  



2τHorses, etc.τ(a) The Borough Surveyor submitted Veterinary Surgeon's Certificate dated the 

25th ult. stating that the horses were in good condition and satisfactory in every way.  

(b) HarnessτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had arranged for the surplus harness to be sold 

at Gloucester Market on the 16th inst With regard to the martingales, he had sent four of these to 

the Museum and proposed to keep two in his office.  

RESOLVED, That this be approved  
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3τEldon Avenue and Beechurst AvenueτRead, letter of 1st inst. from Wheeler and Mansell asking 

for these roads to be taken over. The Borough Surveyor reported that all necessary work had been 

satisfactorily completed. RESOLVED, That notice be given of intention to take over these roads as 

repairable by the Corporation.  

4τWages and Conditions of Serviceτ(a) Casual EmployeesτThe Borough Surveyor submitted 

application from the National Union of General and Municipal Workers for the advance granted by 

the National Civil Engineering Conciliation Board of a half-penny per hour as from the second full pay 

period in December to be granted to the Corporation casual labourers, also for the wages to be 

reviewed every four months during the emergency peri0d. The Borough Surveyor reported that on 

Minute No. 28 (a) (vi) at the Meeting of the Committee on the 24th January, 1938, the Council 

agreed that casual general labourers should be paid according to the Civil Engineering rate. 

RESOLVED, That the advance of one half-penny an hour be granted to the casual labourers as from 

the second full pay period in December.  

(b) Read, circulars from the National Federation Building Trades Operatives that the wages of men 

engaged in the building industry had been increased by a half-penny an hour from the 1st inst. 

RESOLVED, That this increase be given to the Corporation employees engaged in the building 

industry including any builders labourers.  

5τTrunk RoadτThe Borough Surveyor reported that at the request of the Ministry of Transport he 

had supplied an estimate of the expenditure proposed to be incurred on the Trunk Road during the 

ensuing year amounting to £3,315. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

6τAnnual TendersτThe Borough Surveyor reported that as instructed he had circularised the 

present Contractors to ascertain on what terms they would be willing to extend the present 

Contracts which expire on the 31st March next, and he now submitted the replies received. In nearly 

every case the Contractors were prepared to extend their Contracts subject to the payment by the 

Corporation of legitimate trade increases, RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

7τLeckhampton DepotτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 7th inst. from Mr. H. Boreham 

asking when it was intended to take possession of the land recently purchased. RESOLVED, That the 

Borough Surveyor be instructed to take possession of the land and mark off the land purchased by 

concrete posts.  

8τPittville Street Improvementτ(a) RESOLVED, That the Sub-Committee be asked to consider and 

report on the sale and development of this site.  



(b) Left Book ClubτRead, letter from Mr. J. Curtis that the rooms offered were too small for the 

purpose required and asking if other rooms about treble the size could be let to them. RESOLVED, 

That the Committee have no other suitable rooms.  

(c) 13 Pittville Street-----The Town Clerk reported an offer from Mrs. Weaver to rent No. 13 Pittville 

Street on a quarterly tenancy at a rent of £45 per annum exclusive subject to the Corporation 

blocking up the doorways which connect the premises with No. 14. RESOLVED, That the offer be 

accepted and the Common Seal be affixed to the Tenancy Agreement.  

9τPrivate Improvement Worksτ(a) Arle RoadτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plans, 

specifications and estimates for making up the unpaved portions of two lengths of footpath in Arle 

Road, at an estimated cost of £150 for one section and L988 for the other section, plus £4 10s. 0d. 

for each crossing required. RESOLVED, That the same be approved RESOLVED, also, That the 

Borough Surveyor be instructed to approach the developers and abutting owners to ascertain if they 

are prepared to deposit the cost of carrying out the work, failing which notices be given under 

Section 150 of the Public Health Act, 1875, and the Cheltenham Improvement Acts 1852 and 1889, 

to the owners of the premises abutting on these footpaths requiring them to do the specified work 

within twenty-eight days, and in default of the Notices being complied with the Borough Surveyor be 

instructed to have the work carried out.  

(b) Alstone LaneτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plans, specifications and estimates for the 

making up of the west end of Alstone Lane by the abutting owners, at an estimated cost of £1,436 

plus £4 10s 0d. for each footpath crossing required. RESOLVED, That this be approved. RESOLVED, 

also, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to approach the developers to ascertain if they are 

prepared to deposit the cost of carrying out the work, but failing this, Notice be given under Section 

150 of the Public Health Act, 1875, and the Cheltenham Improvement Act, 1889, to the owners of 

the premises fronting, adjoining or abutting on this portion of the road requiring them within 

twenty-eight days to carry out the work specified in the plans, specifications and estimates of the 

Borough Surveyor for making up this road and that in default of the Notices being complied with, the 

Borough Surveyor be instructed to have the work carried out.  

(c) Brooklyn RoadτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plan, specification and estimate for the paving 

of the footpath adjoining No. 217-249 Brooklyn Road at an estimated cost of £210, the Corporation 

to take down and re-erect the fence to the new line at an estimated cost of £75 as previously 

agreed. RESOLVED, That the same be approved, and that notices be given under Section 150 of the 

Public Health Act, 1875, and the Cheltenham Improvement Acts 1852 and 1889, to the owners of the 

premises abutting on this footpath requiring them to do the specified works within twenty-eight 

days, and in default of the Notices being complied with the Borough Surveyor be instructed to have 

the work carried out.  

10-11 Winchcomb StreetτThe Town Clerk reported that this shop had been let to Miss Tessier on a 

quarterly tenancy at a rent of £39 per annum, plus rates, subject to the Corporation carrying out the 

necessary repairs and certain decoration work at a cost of £40. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  
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11-103 PromenadeτRead, letter of 25th ult., from Messrs. Lear & Lear asking for the trees in front 

of the premises to be pruned in the Spring. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to 

have this done.  

12τBlackoutτ(a) Pillar BoxesτRead, letter of 23rd ult. from the Chamber of Commerce suggesting 

that the Post Office Pillar Boxes should be marked with a white band. The Town Clerk reported that 

he had written to the Postmaster who had replied that it was considered that the whitening of the 

Pillar Boxes was included in the general instructions given to Local Authorities by the Home Office 

and that the cost should be borne by the Local Authority. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be 

instructed to communicate with the Home Office thereon.  

(b) Promenade Flower BedsτRead, letter of 24th ult. from the Postmaster asking if the railings 

round the flower beds outside the Post Office could be illuminated at night. The Borough Surveyor 

reported that red lamps were now placed on the railings. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(c) RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to paint white the chains on the pedestrian 

guards at the Promenade Traffic Island.  

13--Streamer Across PromenadeτRead, letter of 11th inst. from Mr. R. H. Vince asking for 

permission to erect a streamer across the Promenade advertising his Course of Advent Missions to 

be held at the Town Hall on Sunday afternoons. RESOLVED, That consent be not granted.  

14τLand, Brooklyn RoadτRead, letter of 2nd inst. from Mr. I. Maddox, that owing to the war he 

had to find another situation necessitating his removing to South Wales, in which case he would be 

unable to proceed with the development of the land which he contracted to purchase in Brooklyn 

Road and asking whether, in the circumstances, the Corporation would release him from his 

Contract and return the deposit. The Town Clerk reported that Mr. Maddox had contracted to 

purchase a frontage of 321 ft. at £3 15s. 0d. per foot, and made a deposit of £240. He had completed 

the Conveyance of 89 ft. in respect of which £66 15s. 0d. of the deposit had been credited to this 

portion of the sale leaving the Conveyance of the remaining 232 ft. to be completed in respect of 

which the Corporation held a deposit of £173 5s. 0d. RESOLVED, That the Committee are prepared 

to release Mr. Maddox from his Contract to purchase the remaining land, but are not prepared to 

return the deposit.  

15τCollection of Waste PaperτRead, letter of 15th inst. from the Cheltenham Rural District Council 

asking if the Corporation would allow No. 6 Pittville Street to be used for storage and packing of 

waste paper collected from the Rural District by the 'Women's Voluntary Services. RESOLVED, That 

the Committee regret they are unable to accede to this application as they consider that the 

premises are not suitable for this purpose.  

16τRefuse Collection Disposalτ(a) Disposal of OffalτThe Borough Surveyor submitted alternative 

schemes prepared by Heenan & Froude for the incineration of offal and condemned meat at the 

Destructor involving the construction of suitable gas combustion chambers. He reported, however, 

that he had ascertained that the Gloucester City Soap Works were prepared to take condemned 

carcasses free of cost and arrange for their own transport, and he recommended that this firm 

should be given a trial and, if it was found unworkable, the question of gas incineration could then 



be further considered. RESOLVED, That the Public Health Committee be recommended to arrange 

with the Gloucester City Soap Works to take the condemned carcasses as offered for a trial peri0d.  

(b) Refuse ForemanτMr. R. C. W. Bridges attended the Committee and stated that he was prepared 

to retire on superannuation on 1st April next if he could be allowed to continue his tenancy of the 

house at the works and if his pension was made up to what it would be if he remained in the service 

of the Corporation until he was 65. RESOLVED, That the Committee agree to Mr. Bridges remaining 

as tenant of the cottage for a period terminating not later than the date he attains the age of 65, at a 

rent of 10s a week inclusive, and that the Finance Committee be recommended to make up Mr. 

Bridges' superannuation to the amount which he would receive if he remained in the service of the 

Corporation until he reached 65.  

17τFootpath, Malvern Road to St. George's Road---Read, letter from Councillor Compton drawing 

attention to the condition of this footpath. RESOLVED, That this be referred to the Borough Surveyor 

for attention.  

18τNational Joint Industrial CouncilτRead, circulars from the National Joint Industrial Council for 

Local Authorities and Non-Trading Services (Manual Workers) in regard to the proposed 

establishment of a Joint Industrial Council for Manual Workers in the Non-Trading Services of the 

Local Authorities for the Counties of Gloucester, Somerset and Wilts. RESOLVED, That consideration 

be adjourned to the next Meeting and the Town Clerk be instructed to ascertain the views of the 

Boroughs in these Counties on the proposal.  

19τJunction Montpellier Terrace and Bath RoadτCouncillor Green suggested that the junction of 

these roads should be improved by setting back the footpath on the South side. RESOLVED, That the 

Borough Surveyor be instructed to report on this suggestion,  

20τNorwood RoadτRead, report of damage to paving of this road by lorry belonging to Messrs. 

Eastwoods. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to make a claim for the cost of making 

good the damage amounting to £2 5s. 11d.  

J. H. TRYE, Chairman.  
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TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 14th December, 1939. PresentτAlderman Clara 

F. Winterbotham; Councillor Barnett; and Mr. W. S. F. Harris (Alderman Winterbotham in the chair).  

1τPlans of New BuildingsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings, namely:τ 

No. of Plan.          Name.                            Description. 

5264        Tomkins, J.              Conversion of stables into dwelling house, Back Lansdown Place. 

5292        Turnour, Miss            Conversion of stables into dwelling house, Hatherley Lawn, 

                                                   Lansdown Road. 

5315        Cheltenham Shop- 

   fitting Co. Ltd.  Temporary bonded store for aircraft timber, Synagogue Lane. 



5316        Messrs. Rogers & Davies  Detached house, Hatherley Court Road. 

5317        McIntosh, E. O.           Garden shed, Priors Road. 

 

Decisions under Byelawsτ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos 5315, 5316 and 5317 be approved ; That Plan No. 5264 be approved 

subject to the sub-soil under the ground floor being excavated to a depth of 12 inches below the 

present level and filled with hardcore and covered with 6 inch site concrete ; That Plan No. 5292 be 

approved subject to the sanitary work being carried out to the satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector.  

Decisions under Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 1933τ 

RESOLVED,---That Plans Nos. 5264 and 5317 be approved ; That Plan No. 5292 be approved subject 

to the pitched roof over the existing building being continued over the new building and to the 

premises being used for staff purposes only and not let or sold as a separate dwelling house ; That 

Plan No. 5315 be approved subject to the owners entering into an Undertaking to remove the 

building at their own cost and without compensation on cessation of hostilities or such longer period 

as the Council may permit ; That Plan No. 5316 be approved subject to sand faced tiles of approved 

colour being used on the roof. 

2τTown Planning Area--PlansτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) 

Order, 1933 :=  

No of Plan.           Name.                         Description. 

1629        Klitz, P. A.             Garage (Private), 20 Noverton Avenue, Prestbury. 

1630        Pleydell, F. W.          Additions, No. 1 Cottage, Bushcombe Lane, Woodmancote. 

 

3τApplications to Developτ(a) 130 St. George's Road--The Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 

7th inst. from The Spirax Manufacturing Co. Ltd., for permission to use 130 St. George's Road as 

Offices in connection with their Works. RESOLVED, That the application be granted subject to any 

alterations to the external appearance of the building being approved by the Committee. 

(b) 105 High Street- The Borough Surveyor submitted letters of 30th ult. and 5th inst. from Rotol 

Airscrews Ltd., for permission to use 105 High Street for assembling aeroplane Spinners. RESOLVED, 

That the application be granted subject to :  

(1) the premises being used as a factory for the period of the War only, or for such longer period as 

the Council may permit on cessation of hostilities ;  

(2) no vehicle to enter or leave the premises by the High Street entrance in reverse gear ; and  

(3) all chemicals to be treated to the satisfaction of the Borough Surveyor before they are allowed to 

pass into the sewers.  

4-103/104 High StreetτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 13th inst. from the Divisional 

Road Engineer of the Ministry of Transport that in view of the Architect's letter stating that his Client 



was prepared to give an Undertaking to set back the shopfront to the improvement line when the 

road widening was carried out, he did not desire to press for setting back at the moment. He also 

considered that the improvement would be in the nature of a Town Improvement as the High Street 

will eventually be by-passed and that he would, therefore, be prepared to recommend a 75 per cent 

grant towards the cost of the scheme when it matured on the understanding that the Council would 

contribute the remaining 25 per cent, RESOLVED, That permission be granted for the temporary 

shopfront to be built on the existing line of buildings, but that the main wall of the building be 

carried up on the improvement line and that Minute No. 2 of the 23rd ult. be varied accordingly  

5-Chapel StreetτThe Borough Surveyor reported that as instructed he had investigated the 

complaint of Mrs. Bowler of the nuisance caused by the conversion of a garage into a factory in 

Chapel Street. He reported that the premises hid been converted into a factory for War work and 

that a certain amount of noise was caused when the presses for stamping patterns from sheets of 

duralumin for aeroplanes were in use. The noise was due to vibration and steps had been taken to 

pack the benches with felt to reduce it to a minimum. RESOLVED, That consent be granted for the 

use of the premises as a factory subject to every precaution being taken against making undue noise 

and to the premises reverting to its former use as a garage on cessation of hostilities unless 

otherwise agreed by the Council. 

6τHotel MajesticτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had again asked Mr. Halls to provide a 

fire escape at these premises and that Mr. Halls had replied that he understood that he would not 

be required to do the work during the War. RESOLVED, That Mr. Halls be asked again to provide an 

outside steel staircase without further delay and to make the necessary application for permit for 

delivery of steel.  

CLARA F. WINTERBOTHAM, Chairman.  
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TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 15th December, 1939. Present--The Mayor ; 

Aldermen Pates and Ward ; Councillors Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, Grimwade and Waite; and 

Messrs. R. B. Seaton and D. V. Davies (Councillor Waite in the chair). 

1τMedical BathsτThe Monthly Report of the Superintendent was submitted.  

2----AdvertisingτRead, letter from the Great Western Railway that the Company had decided not to 

proceed with the Joint Advertising Scheme for next year, RESOLVED, That the Committee concur 

with this decision and that for the present the Entertainments Manager be instructed to insert 

advertisements in the usual Holiday Guides only.  

3τTown Hall--RESOLVED, That the free use of the Pillar Room at the Town Hall be granted on a date 

to be arranged in January for a Lecture to be arranged by the Horticulture Committee.  

4τEntertainments Sub-Committee--Read, report of the Entertainments Sub-Committee at their 

Meeting held on the 12th inst.  



They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ(a) Cheltenham Blackout ClubτThat the free use of the 

Town Hall be granted to the newly-formed Youth Organisation Committee on Monday evenings 

commencing on 8th January for the purpose of the proposed Cheltenham Blackout Club which is 

being promoted for the youth of the town, subject to the Corporation being at liberty to terminate 

the letting at any time on one week's notice.  

(b) EvacueesτRESOLVED, That the free use of the accommodation at the Town Hall be granted on 

28th December and 4th January for Christmas entertainments to be given to the Evacuees.  

(c) That the free use of the Pillar Room at the Town Hall be granted for the Wardens' Meeting held 

on the 5th inst. RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

5τBar Refreshments----The Entertainments Sub-Committee reported on the tenders received for 

the right to provide bar refreshments at the Town Hall during the winter season, RESOLVED, That 

the right to sell bar refreshments be granted to Messrs. Georges Ltd. on payment of a sum 

equivalent to 20 per cent of the takings, such sum to be paid at the conclusion of each Dance.  

6τConferenceτThe Entertainments Manager reported that the Conference of the Royal 

Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, arranged to be held in Cheltenham next year, had been cancelled  

7τAlstone Baths--(a) AttendancesτThe Borough Surveyor reported that during the six weeks ended 

the 10th inst., there had been 4872 attendances at the Swimming Baths and 3158 attendances at 

the Washing Baths.  

(b) Washing BathsτRESOLVED, That in future the charge for the use of the Washing Baths by 

soldiers be 3d. plus 1d for each towel used  

(c) RoofτThe Borough Surveyor reported that a number of the slates on the roof of the Alstone 

Baths had become perished and he recommended that he be authorised to have these replaced with 

new slates at a total estimated cost of £35. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to. 

(d) Read, report of the Borough Surveyor of damage to a gate pillar at the side of Alstone Baths by a 

lorry belonging to T. R. Carmichael & Co. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to make a 

claim for the cost of making good the damage estimated at £9 8s. 3d.  

8τWinter GardenτThe Committee considered what steps could be taken to preserve the walls and 

floor of the Winter Garden from damage by the rain coming in through the roof, and the Borough 

Surveyor reported on his inspection of the building. He considered that the only way to preserve the 

floor and walls was to carry out the extensive repairs required to the roof. RESOLVED, That the 

Committee are unable to recommend the Council to expend any money on repairing and 

maintaining the glass roof, and that the Borough Surveyor be instructed to extend the barrier round 

the building so as to keep the public away from the area adjoining the building on which glass is 

liable to fall.  

T. WILFRED WAITE,  

Chairman.  
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ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 13th December, 1939. PresentτThe Mayor ; 

Councillors Addis, Bendall, Grimwade and Rogers (Councillor Rogers in the chair).  

1τPrepayment MetersτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that on the publication of the 

Fuel and Lighting Order issue of prepayment meters was discontinued but that with the modification 

of the Order he recommended that these meters should again be issued for lighting but not for 

power circuits. This would avoid lighting consumers having to pay a deposit. RESOLVED, That these 

recommendations be approved.  

2τCarsτIt was reported that two staff cars and the Austin Van used by the Electricity Department, 

all of which had covered a considerable mileage, were in need of extensive repairs and, in view of 

the large number of second hand cars which would probably come on the market at the beginning of 

next year, the Borough Electrical Engineer recommended that it would be more economical to 

replace the present cars than to incur considerable expenditure in reconditioning them. RESOLVED, 

That the Chairman and Councillor Grimwade be authorised to purchase two second hand cars of 12 

or 14 h.p. and one 10 or 12 h.p. car or chassis on which the body of the present van could be 

remounted.  

3τE.D.A. Area Executive CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Borough Electrical Engineer be 

nominated representative of the Corporation on the Executive Committee for the ensuing year and 

that Mr. Williams be authorised to attend any Meetings which Mr. Bache is unable to attend.  

4τHire Purchase Appliances---RESOLVED, That application be made to the Electricity Commissioners 

for consent to charge the cost of hire and hire purchase appliances (to be purchased as required) to 

Revenue Surplus Account,  

5τLoan Sanctionsτ(a) Kayte Farm FactoryτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Borough 

Electrical Engineer, That application be made to the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to a loan 

of 600 for expenditure to be incurred by the Corporation in respect of the supply of electricity to this 

factory and that Minute No. 2 of the Minutes for the October Meeting of the Committee be 

amended accordingly.  

(b) Supply to War Office Establishment, BoddingtonτRESOLVED, That application be made to the 

Electricity Commissioners for sanction to a loan of £225 for expenditure to be incurred by the 

Corporation in respect of the supply to these premises.  

(c) Office of Works Premises, Gloucester RoadτRESOLVED, That application be made to the 

Electricity Commissioners for sanction to a loan of £39 for expenditure to be incurred by the 

Corporation in respect of the supply to these premises.  

6τGas TestsτRead, report of gas tests on the 4th and 6th inst., which showed the Calorific values 

on these dates as 474 and 475.2 B.Th.U. per cubic foot respectively and the pressure as 5.6 and 6.4 

inches of water respectively  

STANLEY ROGERS, 

Chairman. 
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WATER COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 12th December, 1939. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor; Alderman Pates ; Councillors Dr, Hayward and Moore (The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

1τBorough Engineer's ReportτThe Monthly Report of the Borough Engineer was read :τ  

                                        DAILY YIELD OF SPRINGS. 

                                            For month ended                Average for corresponding period  

                                          30th November, 1939.                 during the past 3 years. 

            Hewletts Springs             124,000 gallons        102,000 gallons 

            Dowdeswell Springs 1,138,000  ά               730,000  ά 

            Leckhampton Springs    24,000  ά                17,000      ά 

                                  1,286,000                849,000 

 

                                        CONTENTS OF RESERVOIRS  

                        Estimated Usable Quantity about  ..,   ...   99,624,000 gallons. 

2τInspectionsτThe Borough Engineer reported the work carried out by the Water Inspectors 

during the month of November.  

3τAppealsτThe cases entered in the Appeals Book were considered, and the rates settled and 

adjusted.  

4τSupply to Staverton Court, Etc.--The Town Clerk reported that Mr. R. B. Prettejohn had asked 

that the Agreement with him and Major Cobden for supply of water to Staverton Court, Staverton 

Lea, and Staverton Court Farm should be cancelled, and that the Corporation should take over the 3 

inch main from the road to Staverton Court Farm and supply the three properties through meters 

and render accounts direct to the consumers. RESOLVED, That, subject to Major Cobden and Mr. 

Sadler agreeing, this be agreed to, and that the Agreement dated the 6th February 1934 be 

cancelled.  

5τExtensions to MainsτBenhall Farm SiteτThe Borough Engineer reported that H.M. Office of 

Works had now commenced the erection of temporary buildings on the Benhall Farm site. The Office 

of Works were not willing to deposit the full cost of the main and asked that the Corporation should 

make a contribution towards the cost of the main. RESOLVED, That the Council be recommended to 

contribute 20 per cent of the total cost estimated at £300 subject to the Corporation's payment not 

exceeding £60 and that Minute No. 6 passed at the last Meeting of the Committee be varied 

accordingly.  

6τTewkesbury Water WorksτOil SeparatorτThe Borough Engineer reported negotiations with 

Messrs. Hathorn, Davey & Co. in regard to the Oil Separator on the engine which had not proved 

satisfactory The firm recommended that a filter should be installed. RESOLVED, That the Borough 

Engineer be authorised to purchase this.  



7τCultivation of Lands OrderτThe Town Clerk reported that the Gloucestershire War Agricultural 

Executive Committee had served notices on the tenants of Lower Woodlands Farm and Castle Barn 

Farm directing them to plough up Fields Nos. Pt. 322 and 95 containing 13 and 14.4 acres 

respectively.  

8τStaverton Water SupplyτThe Borough Treasurer submitted report on the proposal to take over 

from the Rural District Council the portion of the District Council's main through which water had 

been supplied to Gloucester. The main was laid in 1934 by the District Council at a cost of £2,669. 

The loan debt now outstanding was £909 due to the Public Works Loan Board with interest at 3 ½ 

per cent repayable by instalments of £53 12s. 0d. per annum for the next twenty-five years Income 

from properties now taking water from the main was £74 3s. 10d. per annum. He recommended 

that the Corporation should agree to take over the main and to pay the Rural District Council the 

loan charges of £53 12s. 0d. per annum for the remaining period of twenty-five years, and also the 

sum of £510, being the sum paid by the Rural District Council out of rates towards loan expenses. 

RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and adopted.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman.  
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GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 19th December, 1939. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor; Aldermen Pruen and Clara F. Winterbotham; Councillors Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, 

Grimwade, Lipson and Smith (The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

1τDiseases Amongst Animalsτ(a) Superintendent Hopkins reported that, with the exception of one 

case of Swine Fever, the Borough was free from contagious diseases amongst animals.  

(b) The Town Clerk submitted order made by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries on the 6th 

inst. withdrawing as from the 11th inst. the restrictions imposed by the Gloucestershire and 

Somersetshire Swine Fever Infected Areas Order.  

2τHackney Carriage LicencesτRESOLVED, That the applications of J. Tarling and J L. Clarke for 

transfer of their licence to new cabs purchased by them be granted.  

3τA.R.P. Trench, Cambray HouseτRESOLVED, That the Common Seal be fixed to an Agreement 

with the Great Western Railway Company in regard to the laying of a drain under the railway near 

Malvern Road Station for the draining of the shelter.  

4τProvincial Whitley CouncilτRead, circular of 14th inst. from the Sodbury Rural District Council 

that they had decided to approach all local authorities in the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset. 

Gloucester, Somerset and Wiltshire with a view to the establishment of a provincial Whitley Council 

for the professional, clerical and administrative staffs, and requesting if the Council approved of the 

proposal, that the Council should ask the National Joint Councils for local authorities to form such a 

Provincial Council. RESOLVED, That no action be taken.  



5τSuperannuationτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Street & Highway Committee, That 

the services of the following employees who were over 65 years of age and not on the 

Superannuation Scheme be extended for one year from the 1st April next, namely,τC. Attwood 

(Labourer), C. Prewer (Bricklayer), R. E. Ritchings (Sweeper), also that the services of A Price 

(Sweeper), B. Daunter (Pavier), E. Cox (Sweeper), and E. Hall (Sweeper) be extended for another year 

under the Superannuation Scheme.  

6τAirportτ(a) Read, report of the Meeting of the Joint Airport Committee held on the 14th ult. 

RESOLVED, That the Report be approved.  

(b) The Town Clerk reported that, since the Meeting of the Joint Committee, the Airport had been 

requisitioned by the R.A.F.  

7τMontpellier RotundaτThe Town Clerk reported that, as instructed, he had been in negotiation 

with Messrs. Haddock & Pruen with a view to arranging terms for the acquisition by the Corporation 

of the Montpellier Rotunda, and he now submitted letter of 13th inst. from Messrs. Haddock & 

Pruen in regard thereto. RESOLVED, That the District Valuer be asked to negotiate terms for the 

acquisition of the property.  

8τPetrol LicencesτRESOLVED, That the application of H. Packer & Co. (1928) Ltd., for a licence to 

store 1,000 gallons of petrol in an underground tank at their premises in Tewkesbury Road be 

granted,  

9τRe-numbering of HousesτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to number the 

houses on the Cleevemount Estate.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman. 
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FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 18th December, 1939. PresentτCouncillors Bush, 

Green and Grimwade (Councillor Grimwade in the chair).  

1τMonthly Report of Acting Chief OfficerτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that since the last 

Meeting the Brigade had attended four calls to fire, as follows :τ  

30th November  Smith's Systems, Tennyson Road. 

4th December   St. Paul's Stores, St. Paul's Road. 

6th December  6 Margrett Road. 

7th December   Westal Green (Watchman's Hut)  



2τAuxiliary Fire Service--(a) CommandantτRead, letter of 30th ult. from the Home Office 

approving the establishment of a Commandant for the Auxiliary Fire Service at a salary of f4 per 

week as from the 4th October. 

(b) The Acting Chief Officer reported that three divisions of the Auxiliary Fire Service personnel took 

part in a combined exercise on the 27th ult. and that a combined exercise was taking place on the 

28th December when approximately 60 personnel and 10 pumps would be engaged.  

(c) The Town Clerk submitted the following circulars from the Home Office :τ 

No. 93. re Head Lamp Masks for Emergency Fire Brigade Vehicles.  

No. 92. re Leave with pay for personnel in cases of sickness or injury.  

No. 96. re Distribution of preliminary Air Raid Warning Message.  

No. 94. re Release of Motor Vehicles for Emergency Fire Brigade.  

No. 95. re Police and Firemen War Service Act.  

No. 336. re Annual Leave for Personnel.  

RESOLVED, That these be referred to the Chief Officer for attention.  

(d) Read, letter of 7th inst. from the Home Office that instructions had been given for delivery to the 

Brigade of six Hose Darning Sets.  

(e) Auxiliary Fire StationsτSt. Mark's Garage and 98 Prestbury RoadτThe Town Clerk submitted 

claims from Mr. J. H. Horsman and Newmek Ltd., for rents of £1 10s. 0d. per week and £2 0s. 0d. 

respectively for the use of part of their premises for Auxiliary Fire Stations. RESOLVED, That the 

Town Clerk be instructed to offer the owners a rent of £55 per annum, subject to the approval of the 

Home Office, and that, failing acceptance of this offer, the claims be referred to the District Valuer.  

3τBattery ChargerτRead, letter of 22nd ult. from the Borough Electrical Engineer that he could 

arrange for a suitable rectifier for charging batteries of all vehicles belonging to the Fire Brigade and 

other Corporation Departments to be installed at the Electricity Stores in St. George's Place at a cost 

of £28 6s. 0d. RESOLVED, That the Borough Electrical Engineer be asked to install the charger, and 

that the Borough Treasurer be instructed to apportion the cost thereof over the Departments who 

will use this.  

4τCheltenham Rural DistrictτThe Town Clerk submitted draft Agreement with the Cheltenham 

Rural District Council for the provision of the Fire Brigade to 16 parishes in their District which it was 

proposed should commence as from the 1st January. RESOLVED, That this be approved as now 

settled by the Committee.  

H. C. GRIMWADE,  

Chairman.  
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ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 11th December, 1939. PresentτCouncillors 

Addis, Bendall' Bush, Compton, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith; and Mr. A. Ball (Councillor P. T. 

Smith in the chair).  

1τVisitorsτRESOLVED, That the following be appointed Visitors of the Allotments for the ensuing 

year :τCouncillors Addis and Compton and Messrs. Ball and Carter for Crabtree Piece, Creamery 

Piece, Gapper's Field and Baglin's Piece. Councillors Fisher and Green and Mr. Yeend for Marle Hill 

Estate. Councillors Bendall and Bush for Asquith Road and Sandford Mead. Councillors Grimwade 

and Smith for Alma Road, Hatherley Road, Tennyson Road and Wasley's Field.  

2τAllotments InspectionτRead, the Gardens Superintendent's report of his monthly inspection of 

the allotments. The following allotments were still in an unsatisfactory state and some had been 

reported at previous meetings :τNos. 57, 89 and 98 Asquith Road ; No. 24 Alma Road ; No. 11 

Gapper's Field ; Nos. 165 and 166 North Ward ; Nos. 15, 22 and 142 Marle Hill. RESOLVED, That the 

Town Clerk be instructed to write to the tenants of the allotments. RESOLVED, also, That No. 90 

Asquith Road be appropriated for a demonstration allotment.  

3τCultivation of Vacant LandτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the trenching of the land 

at the junction of Gloucester Road and Church Road would be completed this week. The hedge on 

the land at Severn Road had been removed and part of the surface levelled up. Subject to weather 

conditions, demonstration plots would be commenced within a few days and arrangements had 

been made for ploughing up spare land.  

4τArrears of Rent-- The Borough Treasurer submitted statement showing arrears amounting to £68 

7s. 5d. RESOLVED, That this matter be referred to the Town Clerk and Borough Treasurer with 

instructions to take what action they think necessary with a view to the collection of the amounts 

outstanding and terminating the tenancies where required. RESOLVED, also, That the Borough 

Treasurer be instructed to submit reports of arrears to the Meetings of this Committee next 

following the four usual quarter days.  

5τHorticulture CommitteeτThe Gardens Superintendent reported the progress made by this 

Committee. Read, also letter of 2nd inst , from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries enclosing 

letter from the Ministry dated 27th ult., which had been addressed to the Councils of Counties and 

County Boroughs on the subject of the Royal Horticultural Society's Panel of Practical Gardeners and 

suggesting that valuable work could be done by the attendance of a demonstrator to address 

growers, discuss their difficulties and offer constructive criticism or commendation of the gardening 

methods employed. Where practicable the Committee might arrange an assembly of allotment 

holders and gardeners in the vicinity of their plots or any special demonstration plots. RESOLVED, 

That this be referred to the Horticulture Committee. The Town Clerk also reported that the Ministry 

had been unable to supply 15,000 copies of the Grow More Leaflet No. 1 which were to be delivered 

by "The Cheltenham Circular " at a charge of £5 5s. 0d. as the Ministry thought this would probably 

result in a large number of leaflets being left with occupiers who had neither an allotment nor a 

garden and in view of the cost of production of the leaflet they had arranged for 5,000 copies to be 

supplied.  



6τRebates in RentτRESOLVED, That the Tenants of Nos. 217 Crabtree Piece and 14 Creamery Piece 

be granted the use of these allotments rent free to the 24th June, 1940, in view of their bad 

condition.  

7τNorth Ward Allotmentsτ(a) No. 38τThe Town Clerk reported that the tenant of this allotment 

had given notice to terminate his tenancy on the 25th inst., but asked for £2 compensation for the 

young fruit trees, rhubarb, gooseberry bushes, strawberries etc. on the Allotment. The Gardens 

Superintendent reported that the amount was reasonable. RESOLVED, That this be paid.  

(b) Nos. 167 and 168τCouncillor Addis and the Gardens Superintendent reported on their 

inspection of these allotments. The allotments were in a bad state of cultivation, the trees cankerous 

and the pig sties in a dilapidated condition and it would be necessary to allow a new tenant six 

months' rent free to get the allotments into a proper state of cultivation. The arrears of rent now 

amounted to £3 17s. 1d. which the present tenant was unable to pay, as he was an old-age 

pensioner and in a bad state of health. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to inform him 

that the Corporation would be willing to write off the arrears on his giving immediate possession.  

P. T. SMITH,  

Chairman.  
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PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 11th December, 1939. PresentτCouncillors 

Addis, Bush, Bendall, Compton, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith (Councillor Green in the chair).  

1τVisitorsτRESOLVED, That the following be appointed Visitors of the Parks and Recreation 

Grounds for the ensuing year :τ  

Agg-Gardner Recreation Ground  Councillors Addis, Compton and Fisher.  

Taunton Park Recreation Ground  Councillors Bendall and Smith.  

Montpellier Gardens              ...        Councillors Bush and Grimwade.  

Whaddon Road Recreation Ground   Councillors Green and Smith.  

Sandford Park ...                ..       Councillors Bush and Green.  

St.   Mark's           ...          Councillors Grimwade and Smith,  

Pittville Gardens                 Councillors Addis and Fisher.  

Hatherley Court Recreation Ground  Councillors Grimwade and Smith. 

 

2τSale of Surplus FowlsτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the surplus fowls from Pittville 

Gardens were sold at the Market by Messrs. C. C. Castle & Son for £4 4s. 9d.  

3τPittville Pump RoomτForeman's living quartersτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the 

Foreman's living quarters were in a bad condition. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be asked 

to inspect and report to the next Meeting of this Committee.  



4τHatherley Court Recreation GroundτRESOLVED, That in future this ground be called " Hatherley 

Park." RESOLVED, also, That the Ground be opened at 10 a.m. on Sundays and that the Custodian be 

paid at the usual rate for the extra hours he is on Sunday duty.  

5τSandford ParkτBath Road EntranceτA proposal to reduce the height of the walls at the side of 

the Bath Road entrance to this Park was considered. RESOLVED, That members of this Committee be 

asked to inspect the same and that the matter be adjourned to the next Meeting.  

6τWestal Green RoundaboutτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that some of the shrubs 

recently planted at this Roundabout had been uprooted and had been found some distance away.  

7τGift of PigeonsτRead, letter of 14th ult., from Mr. M. Leighton Ridgway offering about 50 pairs 

of pigeons. RESOLVED, That he be thanked for his offer and that the Chairman and Gardens 

Superintendent be asked to select a few suitable pairs  

8τWages of L. TurnerτRESOLVED, That the wages of L. Turner, the youth employed at Montpellier 

Gardens, be increased by 5s per week as from the date of this Committee.  

9τAlstone Croft Playing FieldτRead, application from the Swindon Road Old Boys Football Club 

asking for the use of a Pitch at this Ground on Saturday afternoons, RESOLVED, That they be granted 

the use of a Pitch in conjunction with the R.A.F. Cadets, to whom permission to play has already 

been granted, on Saturdays to be arranged.  

W. J. GREEN,  

Chairman. 
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CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 15th December, 1939. PresentτCouncillors 

Bendall, Rev de Convey Ireland, Green and Moore (Councillor Rev. de Courcy Ireland in the chair).  

1τSuperintendent's ReportτRead, Report of the Superintendent for the period from 25th 

November to 15th December. Number of Interments 43; Cremations 15 ; Grave Spaces sold 17 (1st 

Position 2, 2nd Position 2, 4th Position 13); New Memorials erected 7 ; New Inscriptions 11  

2τGrants of Grave SpacesτRESOLVED, That the Common Seal be affixed to Grants Nos. 10038 to 

10104  

3τDesignsτRESOLVED, That the Designs Nos. 2480 to 2484, as set out in the Designs Book, signed 

by the Chairman, be approved.  

4τCivilian Deaths due to War Operations--The Town Clerk reported that members of the 

Committee had met the Heads of the A.R.P. Services and discussed the scheme for Civilian Deaths 

due to War Operations. The Superintendent submitted suggestions for coffins and shrouds. 

RESOLVED, That he be instructed to obtain samples of the special collapsible coffins now being 

manufactured for the purposes of the scheme.  



5τCrematoriumτThe Superintendent reported that the windows in the Crematorium Chamber 

needed blacking out. RESOLVED, That Messrs. E. W. & W. J. Moore, Ltd., be instructed to have this 

work done.  

6τWar GravesτThe Town Clerk submitted Circular No. 1922 of the 1st inst. from the Ministry of 

Health in regard to the registration and care of graves of serving personnel of H.M. Forces who have 

died or may die on or after the 3rd September. RESOLVED, That this be referred to the 

Superintendent.  

E. S. DE COURCY IRELAND,  

Chairman.  

PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 15th December, 1939. PresentτCouncillors 

Bendall, Bush, Compton, Garland, Grimwade and Lipson ; Rev. Barbara Thomas ; Messrs. H. J. Norris, 

C. E. Walsh and F. Vernall (Councillor Lipson in the chair).  

1τLibrarian's Report for November, 1939τReceipts £29 5s. 0d. Number of Volumes Issuedτ

Reference Department 6,000; Lending Department 26,292 ; Junior Department 4,322. Total 36,614 

(last year 31,702).  

Record IssueτThe Record issue had again been broken on Saturday, 25th November, when 2,630 

volumes were issued. Replacements and Binding-26 volumes had been replaced, 391 volumes had 

been returned from the binder and a further 252 volumes dispatched. LecturesτThe following 

lectures had been given in the Art Gallery :τ  

20th November    Colonel W. F. Henn, " Egyptian Deserts." Attendance 178. 

27th   ά        Mr. C. E. Walsh, "What is lovely in Gloucestershire." Attendance 275,  

4th December       Madame Perigal, "The History of Fencing." Attendance 63. 

11th   ά      Mr. D. Leuchars, " Horticulture in War-time." Attendance 80. 

 

BooklistτA list of books in the Lending Library for Gardeners and allotment holders had been 

prepared for circulation.  
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2τBooksτRESOLVED, That 218 volumes, published at £79 1s. 6d., be purchased for £51 18s. 4d.  

3τDonations-63 volumes, 24 pamphlets and a collection of Victorian Cartoons had been received as 

gifts from 14 donors. RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Donors.  

4τPeriodicalτRESOLVED, That "The Journal of the British Astronomical Association," offered as a 

gift, be accepted with thanks.  

5τCo-operation with County LibraryτRead, letter from the County Education Secretary asking for a 

reduction in the charge of 3s 6d. per annum per borrower in respect of persons resident outside the 

borough boundaries who register under a scheme of co-operation for the full facilities of 



Cheltenham Public Library. RESOLVED, That the Committee cannot see their way to accede to this 

request,  

6τLending Library FloorτThis matter was further considered. RESOLVED, That the offer of Mr. W. 

Drew to renew about 12 square yards of the most worn portions of this floor at 20s per square yard 

be accepted.  

7τDate of Next MeetingτRESOLVED, That the next Meeting of the Committee be held on Friday, 

16th February, 1940.  

D. L. LIPSON,  

Chairman.  

RATING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 6th December, 1939. PresentτAldermen 

Taylor and Ward ; Councillors Bush and Ben James (Alderman Taylor in the chair).  

1τProposalsτThe Committee considered proposals submitted by the Rating and Valuation Officer. 

RESOLVED, That these be submitted for the revision of Assessments as now settled by the 

Committee.  

2τDefaultersτThe Committee interviewed and dealt with two defaulters.  

3τMotor Traders' AssociationτMessrs. Chinn, Poulton, and Readings attended as a deputation 

from the Cheltenham Motor Traders' Association and asked if the Committee could grant motor 

garage proprietors a rebate off their rates on their premises as the rationing of petrol only 

necessitated the use of one petrol pump and had considerably interfered with the sale of cars. The 

Deputation was informed that the Committee had no power to grant rebates in such cases, and that 

the proper course for them to adopt was to lodge proposals with the Assessment Committee for 

reductions in their assessments,  

P. P. TAYLOR,  

Chairman.  
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FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 21st December, 1939. PresentτAldermen Pruen 

and Taylor; Councillors Garland and Grimwade (Alderman Taylor in the chair).  

1τGeneral RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 20th inst., on the collection of the 

Second Instalment of this Rate. Amount collected £44,691 ; Leaving Outstanding £90,078.  

2τWater RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 20th inst., on the collection of this 

Rate for the half year ending 31st March, 1940. Amount collected £10,468 ; Leaving Outstanding 

£17,071.  



3τAccounts Rota CommitteeτReported Meeting on the 21st inst. PresentτAlderman Taylor (in the 

chair) and Alderman Pruen and Councillor Garland.  

The Accounts were examined and recommended for payment. RESOLVED, That this 

recommendation be approved and adopted.  

4τElectricity ChargesτThe Borough Treasurer reported on the collection of the Electricity charges 

since the last meeting.  

5τLoansτ(a) RESOLVED, That the terms proposed for the renewal of Debenture amounting to 

£10,000 be approved and the Debenture endorsed accordingly.  

(b) The Borough Treasurer reported that since the last meeting £3,500 had been received on loan. 

RESOLVED, That mortgages be issued and sealed on account of duly authorised loans.  

(c) The Borough Treasurer reported the terms arranged for loans of £5,000, £12,500 and £2,000. 

RESOLVED, That these be approved and that mortgages be issued and sealed on account of duly 

authorised loans.  

6τSuperannuationτThe Committee considered the recommendation of the Street and Highway 

Committee that the superannuation allowance of Mr. R. C. W. Bridges who was retiring on the 1st 

April next should be made up to the amount he would have received had he remained in the service 

of the Corporation until he was 65. The amount of his Superannuation on the 1st April next would be 

£154 9s. 7d. per annum and if he remained in the service of the Corporation until he was 65 his 

pension would amount to £172 7s 9d. RESOLVED, That Mr. Bridges be superannuated on the 1st 

April next and that his pension be increased from £154 9s. 7d. to £172 7s. 9d., and that the portion 

of his pension in respect of his non-contributory service be increased accordingly.  

7τConsents to LoansτThe Town Clerk submitted circular of 24th ult. from the Treasury Chambers 

drawing attention to the new Defence Finance Regulations under which it would be necessary for 

the Corporation to obtain the consent of the Treasury for all loan transactions (with a few 

exceptions). The object of the Regulations was to reserve the capital resources of the country 

primarily for such purposes as are essential to the successful prosection[?] of the War and in 

accordance with that policy it was the intention of the Government that capital expenditure by Local 

Authorities whether or not already authorised should be restricted within the narrowest limits. 

Consent to the exercise of borrowing powers would not therefore be given unless the project was of 

pressing necessity either for reasons of public need or on account of war requirements. In the case 

of works in progress, if the Council deem it a pressing necessity to continue such works, it will be 

necessary for them to demonstrate with every possible alternative that such continuance has been 

examined before the extent of the application has been finally determined. RESOLVED, That the 

circular be referred to the Town Clerk and the Borough Treasurer, and that the Town Clerk be 

instructed to make such applications as may be necessary for the consent of the Treasury and 

appropriate Government Departments to the renewal of mortgages and debentures as may be 

required and to the issue of new mortgages in respect of loan sanctions already issued or in respect 

of which the Council have approved applications being made therefor.  



8τElectricity AccountsτRESOLVED, That the Electricity Committee be recommended to make a 

charge to consumers for reading of meters when required by them in addition to the ordinary 

readings.  

P. P. TAYLOR,  

Chairman.  
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Borough of Cheltenham. 

At a Monthly Meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Cheltenham, duly convened and 

held-at the Municipal Offices in the said Borough., on Monday, 1st January, 1940, at 2.30 p.m. 

Present :  

The Mayor (Councillor John Howell, C.B.E., F.R.C.S., J.P.) in the chair. The Deputy Mayor (Alderman 

Capt. John Henry Trye, C.B.E., R.N. Retd.).  

Aldermen Pates, Pruen, Taylor, Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham, M.B.E., J.P. ; Councillors Addis, J.P., 

Barnett, Bendall, Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, M.A., Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Dr. 

Hayward, M.B.E., M.B., B.S., Ben James, Lipson, M.A., M.P., Miller, Moore, Morris, Rogers and Waite.  

ApologiesτApologies for absence were received from Alderman Margrett ; Councillors Avery, 

Bettridge, Compton, Fletcher and Till.  

1τDeath of Mr. David Lewis---RESOLVED, That the Council express their deep regret at the death of 

Mr. David Lewis, Honorary Freeman of the Borough, who was held in great respect and esteem by 

the inhabitants of Cheltenham, and desire to convey their deep sympathy with his family in their 

bereavement.  

2τMinutes of Previous MeetingτRESOLVED, That the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Town 

Council held on the 4th December, 1939, having been printed and a copy sent to each Member of 

the Council, be taken as read, and that the same be adopted and confirmed.  

3τProceedings of CommitteesτRESOLVED, That the proceedings of the under-mentioned 

Committees at their Meetings held on the dates respectively appearing be approved and confirmed 

:τ  

Public Health Meeting held December 11  

(An Amendment moved by Councillor Miller and Seconded by Councillor Barnett : "That Minute No. 

19 with regard to Windsor Street Sewer be referred back and that the sewer be reconstructed 

forthwith" was lost).  
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Housing                      Meeting held December 7 

Street and Highway    Meeting held December 18 

 



Subject to an Amendment moved by Councillor Lipson and seconded by Councillor Bush "That  

Minute No. 14 with reference to the sale of land in Brooklyn Road to Mr. I. Maddox be  

referred back." 

 

Town Planning                               Meeting held December 14 

Town Improvement and Spa      Meeting held December 15  

Electricity and Lighting                 Meeting held December 13  

Water      Meeting held December 12  

General Purposes and Watch      Meeting held December 19  

Fire Brigade                                    Meeting held December 18  

Allotments    Meeting held December 11  

Parks and Recreation Grounds   Meeting held December 11  

Cemetery and Crematorium  Meeting held December 15  

Public Library              Meeting held December 15  

Rating                          Meeting held December 6  

Finance              Meeting held December 21 

 

RESOLVED, also, That an Order on the Borough Treasurer be signed authorising him to pay to the 

several Corporations, Companies and Persons mentioned in the Schedule of Accounts, the sum of 

money set opposite their respective names, and such additional sums as may become payable 

during the month in respect of current Contracts upon the Certificate of the Architect or Officer 

under whom the work is carried out.  

RESOLVED, also, That application be made to the Ministry of Health for consent to a loan of £41,923 

for the cost of the purchase of properties under the Cheltenham High Street, Albion Street and 

Pittville Street Compulsory Purchase Order, 1937, including compensation and costs which, together 

with the previous loan sanction, make a total of £82,975.  

JNO. HOWELL,  

Mayor.  
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MINUTES of arc Committees of the Town Council to be submitted for approval at the Quarterly 

Meeting of the Council to be held on Monday, 5th February, 1940.  

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 8th January, 1940. PresentτAldermen Leigh 

James, Pruen and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Dr. 

Hayward, Moore, Morris and Waite (Alderman Pruen in the chair).  

1τNuisances from Drains-3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 Field View Cottages ; Marlborough Arms and 2-6 

Marlborough Place ; 5 Coltham Fields and 82, 84, 86, 88, 90, 92 and 94 Rosehill StreetτThe Chief 

Sanitary Inspector reported that the drains, etc., on or belonging to the above premises were in such 

a condition as to be prejudicial to health and a nuisance. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to 



examine the drains and apply any test other than a test by water under pressure, and, if necessary, 

to open the ground.  

2τInsanitary Property at 3 Moorend RoadτThe Committee having considered the representation 

of the Medical Officer of Health in regard to this house are satisfied that this house is occupied or is 

of a type suitable for occupation by persons of the working classes and is unfit for human habitation 

in the respect mentioned in the said official representation, and that it is capable at reasonable 

expense of being rendered fit for human habitation. RESOLVED, That in pursuance of Sub-section 1 

of Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936, notice be given to the person in control of the house requiring 

him to execute the works to be specified in the notice which will, in the opinion of the Committee, 

render the house fit for human habitation.  

3τHouses Unfit for Human Habitationτ(a) 86, 87 and 88 Albion Street (now 65, 67 and 69) and 29 

and 31 Bath TerraceτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the owners of these premises had 

now carried out to his satisfaction the works required to render these premises fit for human 

habitation. RESOLVED, That their Under-takings be cancelled.  

(b) Bruton Cottage, Portland StreetτThe Committee considered the question of making a 

Demolition Order in respect of these premises. RESOLVED, That the Council being satisfied that the 

dwellinghouse, which is occupied or is of a type suitable for occupation by persons of the working 

classes, is unfit for human habitation, and is not capable at a reasonable expense of being rendered 

so fit, and no undertaking having been given by the Owner with respect to the carrying out of the 

work required or the future user of the house, a Demolition Order be now made by the Council in 

pursuance of Sub-Section (4) of Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936, requiring that the house shall 

be vacated within 28 days from the date on which the Order becomes operative, and that the 

premises shall be demolished within six weeks after the expiration of the above-mentioned period, 

or if the house is not vacated by that date, within six weeks after the date on which it is vacated.  

(c) 5, 6 and 7 Exmouth StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that he had discussed the 

question of further structural alterations to these premises with the Owner who had agreed to carry 

out the required works. (d) 95 Prestbury RoadτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that this 

house was in need of extensive repairs to make it fit for human habitation. RESOLVED, That it be 

viewed by the Rota Sub-Committee and that a report be made to the next Meeting of the 

Committee.  

4τHousing Act, 1936τCertificates as to Fitness-21 Queen StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector 

reported that the Owner of this house had carried out to his satisfaction works which in his opinion 

would with reasonable care and maintenance render it fit for human habitation for a period of at 

least 10 years. RESOLVED, That a certificate be issued to the Owner under Section 51 of the Housing 

Act, 1936, that the house is fit for human habitation and will with reasonable care and maintenance 

remain so fit for a period of 10 years.  

5τSurrender of Diseased Meat, etc.τThe Medical Officer of Health reported the surrender of 4 cwt. 

of Pork, 1 qr. 2 lbs. of Mutton, 1 qr. 25 lbs. of eggs and 3 turkeys which together weighed 21 ½ lbs.  
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6τAnalyses of Waterτ(a) The Medical Officer of Health submitted analyses of water taken since 

the last Meeting of the Committee. 

 (b) Ivy Cottage, Hesters WayτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted a bacteriological analysis of 

water from a well at these premises taken in pursuance of a complaint by the tenant that the water 

had been contaminated by sewage from the adjoining land. The analysis showed that the water was 

contaminated and was unsuitable for a drinking supply. He also reported that the structure of the 

well was defective, rendering contamination from the adjoining garden and land inevitable. 

RESOLVED, That the Owner or Tenant be called upon to reconstruct the well with properly stained 

walls carried above the surface and that he be informed that failing this being done application will 

have to be made to the Justices under Section 140 of the Public Health Act, 1936 for an Order closing 

the well.  

7τHealth Department Motor Van τRead , letter from the Wicliffe Motor Co. Ltd. stating that it 

would not be possible to give delivery of the Morris 10 cwt. van before the end of February and 

giving the Committee the alternative of a Bedford 1042 cwt. van or a Ford 10 cwt. van, each at a cost 

of £168 less 10 per cent The cost of the Morris van would have been £180 less 10 per cent. 

RESOLVED, That the 10/12 cwt. Bedford van be purchased at £168 less 10 per cent.  

8τPasteurised MilkτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his quarterly report on the 

examination of pasteurised milk. One of the samples analysed proved unsatisfactory. He was making 

investigations as to the cause of this and would report at the next Meeting.  

9τFood and Drugs ActτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector submitted certificates of the Public Analyst in 

respect of 6 samples of milk Nod. 11-16, 1 sample of jelly, 1 of sugar, 1 of condensed milk and 1 of 

whisky, all of which had proved satisfactory.  

10τRegistered Slaughter HousesτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector submitted his report on the various 

private slaughter houses in the Borough. RESOLVED, That this be referred to the Abattoir Sub-

Committee for consideration and report.  

11τAbattoir--(a) Read, letter of 3rd inst. from the Ministry of Food stating that the plan of control 

for meat and livestock would come into force on the 15th inst. and that as from that date the 

Ministry would be the only slaughterer of stock in the Council slaughter house. The Chief Sanitary 

Inspector reported that the Cheltenham Master Butchers' Association had contracted to carry out 

the slaughtering.  

(b) RESOLVED, That a Meeting of the Farms and Abattoir Sub-Committee be held at the Abattoir to 

consider various questions with regard to staff and working conditions after the Ministry commence 

slaughtering at the Abattoir.  

12τDisposal of Condemned Meat- -The Committee considered the recommendation of the Street 

and Highway Committee to dispose of condemned carcases to the Gloucester City Soap Works, with 

a view to closing down the Refuse Destructor entirely. Reports from the Borough Surveyor and the 

Chief Sanitary Inspector were read. The proposal to close down the Destructor would deprive the 

Steam Disinfector of steam and would also leave fish offal etc. still to be dealt with. RESOLVED, That 

the matter be referred to the Borough Surveyor and Chief Sanitary Inspector for further 

consideration with a view to submitting a scheme for the installation of a plant which would enable 



the carcases etc. to be disposed of economically and would also provide steam for the Disinfector 

and that an estimate be submitted of the income which might be derived from the manufacture and 

sale of by-products  

13τEntry of Coal Gas into SewersτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported complaints received from 

several houses in Rosehill Street and Hales Road of a smell of gas in the outside W.C.'s at these 

houses from which it appeared that gas from a damaged gas pipe was finding its way into the public 

sewer, The Gas Company were making investigations as to the cause of this. The Owners of the 

houses concerned had no interceptor traps. Steps had been taken to warn the occupiers of the 

danger.  

14τTuberculosis of Milk CowτMr. Lifely attended and stated that he was not aware that the cow 

was suffering from Tuberculosis. He sold the cow to Mr. Mudway for £5 Mr. Mudway, who was 

previously unknown to him, called to enquire if he had a cow for sale, and stated that he did not 

want a particularly good cow He sold the cow because it suffered from milk fever which was a 

recurrent disease and it had also had a fall and was slightly lame. The milk had been used for feeding 

the calf and none had been used for sale. At the last Meeting of the Committee Mr. J. Brain, the 

Veterinary Surgeon, stated that he had inspected Mr. Lifely's " accredited " herd which included this 

cow, on the 22nd August last when the herd was quite satisfactory. The cow must have since 

developed acute Miliary Tuberculosis, otherwise "Galloping Consumption." There would be no 

outward evidence that it was suffering from this disease except that it would be emaciated, which 

might be due to other causes than Tuberculosis. The Committee are satisfied that none of the milk 

had been used for human consumption.  

A letter was read from Mr. Mudway, who had been invited to attend the Committee, that he saw no 

good purpose in attending the Meeting. He had purchased the cow to complete his stock for that 

week and had taken it to the Abattoir for slaughter and inspection, and had paid all fees. He 

considered that he had complied with all the regulations respecting the slaughter and saw no reason 

why this case should be singled out from any other.  

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to write Mr. Mudway that the Committee consider the 

purchase for £5 of this cow which was in a very emaciated condition and also lame, and, on 

slaughter, proved to be in a very advanced state of Tuberculosis, required explanation and they 

therefore considered it fair to him to give him an opportunity of attending the Committee Meeting, 

and were surprised that he had not thought it desirable to do so in his own interest.  
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15τLand at Elmstone HardwickeτThe Town Clerk submitted the District Valuer's report on the land 

offered by Messrs. Merrett, Halls & Co. He recommended that the land should be purchased at the 

price of £940 plus Vendors legal costs, which sum the Owner is prepared to accept. RESOLVED, That 

a provisional contract be entered into for the purchase of the property on these terms and that 

application be made to the Ministry of Health for sanction to a loan of £969 for the purchase money 

and costs and stamp duty. 



16τCentral Council for Health EducationτRead, circular letter of 18th ult. from the Central Council 

for Health Education applying for renewal of the annual contribution to the Council of £2 2s. 0d. 

RESOLVED, That this be renewed.  

17τSewage Works- -The Borough Surveyor submitted an application from A. Price, employee at 

these works, for a grant towards the cost of a new set of dentures to replace those which this 

employee had lost in one of the settling tanks. RESOLVED, That the Committee regret they are 

unable to accede to this request.  

18τWages of Public Convenience AttendantsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted an application 

from the National Union of General and Municipal Workers for an increase in the wages of the two 

male attendants at the Montpellier Conveniences. RESOLVED, That this be referred to the Labour 

Sub-Committee.  

19τWindsor Street Sewer--The Chairman read a letter from Councillor Miller with regard to the 

decision of the Committee at their last Meeting to construct a manhole at each end of this sewer 

and to keep it clear by rodding instead of completely renewing the sewer The Borough Surveyor 

reported that the manholes, which will in any case be necessary, would be completed before the 

next Meeting of the Committee. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to report further at the next 

Meeting as to the condition of the sewer.  

ARTHUR S.  PRUEN,  

Chairman.  

HOUSING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 18th January, 1940. PresentτAlderman Pates ; 

Councillors Addis, Bush, Fisher, Grimwade, Moore and Morris (Alderman Pates in the chair).  

1τHousing Managerτ(a) The Housing Manager submitted her monthly report on the collection of 

rents.  

(b) Pupil TraineeτThe Housing Manager reported that Miss Watson had completed her 

probationary period and recommended that she be now admitted as Pupil under the training 

scheme. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to, and that she be paid a wage of 10s per week as from the 

1st January for the first six months, to be increased to a week for the first year, and thereafter £1 

10s. 0d. per week.  

(c) The Committee further considered the application of the Housing Manager for an increase in her 

car allowance of per annum. RESOLVED, That tier allowance be increased to £32 per annum, as from 

the 5th February.  

2τKeeping of PoultryτThe Housing Manager submitted applications from tenants of 43 Kipling 

Road, 260 Swindon Road and 7 St. Peter's Square for consent of the Council to keep fowls 

RESOLVED, (a) That the application of the tenant of 43 Kipling Road be granted subject to the fowl 

house to be erected being first approved, and to this being raised above the ground, and also to no 

cockerels being kept.  



(b) That the applications of the tenants of 260 Swindon Road and 7 St. Peter's Square be not granted 

as the Committee consider the back gardens of these houses are too small to permit of poultry being 

kept.  

3τRepairs Superintendentτ(a) The monthly report of the Repairs Superintendent was submitted.  

(b) Car AllowanceτThe Borough Surveyor reported that in January last when the car allowance of 

£40 for the Repairs Superintendent was fixed, the Committee intimated that they were prepared to 

review the matter at the end of one year. He now submitted application from the Repairs 

Superintendent for an increased car allowance together with particulars of the mileage run. 

RESOLVED, That his car allowance be increased to £52 per annum  

4-38 Waterloo StreetτThe Town Clerk reported that the purchase of this property had been 

completed. The Chief Sanitary Inspector submitted three tenders for the demolition of the property. 

RESOLVED, That the tender of Mr. W. Wiggett, amounting to £6, being the lowest, be accepted.  
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5τSelection of Tenants Sub-CommitteeτRead, report of the Selection of Tenants Sub-Committee 

of their Meetings held on the 22nd ult. and 5th inst.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ 

(a) That the rents fixed and rebates granted, as set out in the Rents Rebate Book, signed by the 

Chairman, be approved.  

(b) That the tender of Mr. J. H. Newman amounting to £31 for fixing new grates in four houses on 

the St. Mark's Estate be accepted.  

(c) That, in arriving at the rents of tenants who are liable to loss of wages during wet and frosty 

weather, the percentage of 15 per cent be deducted for the six winter months, October to March, 

and 5 per cent during the six summer months, instead of 10 per cent throughout the year as at 

present, and that the income scale be amended accordingly. 

(d) RepairsτThat the revised schedule of prices for internal decorations submitted by the Repairs 

Superintendent be approved as now settled by the Sub-Committee.  

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

J. P. PATES,  

Chairman.  

STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 22nd January, 1940. Present-The Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Pales and Ward ; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Grimwade and Morris (Alderman Trye in the 

chair).  



1τRoad Works, etc.τThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of road works, etc., proposed to 

be carried out during the ensuing month. RESOLVED, That these be approved.  

2τSuperannuationτThe Borough Engineer reported that A. Richards, Sweeper, had to retire as he 

had had his right leg amputated above the knee. He had been in the service of the Corporation for 

25 years and his superannuation would be 17s 1d a week. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be 

instructed to report at the next Meeting as to the financial position of Mr. Richards.  

3τHorses, etc.τHarnessτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the harness sold by Messrs. Pearce, 

Pope & Sons realised a net sum of £15 19s. 0d., after deduction of cost of advertising and 

commission.  

4τPayment of Wages During SicknessτThe Borough Surveyor reported that in reference to the 

circular letter recently sent out to all the employees in regard to non-payment of wages during 

illness, four men employed in the capacity of foremen and a Stoker at Alstone Baths had previously 

been informed in writing on their engagement that they would be paid during sickness tip to two 

weeks' full pay and two weeks' half-pay less National Health Insurance benefit. RESOLVED, That the 

men be informed that it is not the intention of the Council to worsen the conditions of employment 

of any employee, and that the above conditions as to payment during illness may be regarded as 

unaltered.  

5τCoalτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter from J. Williams & Co. that when submitting their 

fuel tender on the 12th June, they had omitted to insert the variation clause prepared by the South 

Wales Control Board for all contracts ending at that time. In pursuance of this clause the Control 

Board sanctioned an increase of 6d. per ton for all coal despatched on or after the 20th October last, 

and Messrs. Williams & Co. now asked that this increase should be allowed them. RESOLVED, That 

the increase be allowed for all coal delivered on or after the 1st inst.  

6τJunction of Francis Street and Exmouth StreetτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter from Mr. 

A. J. Bettridge, asking if the Committee would consider purchasing the block of condemned property 

at the junction of these street' in view of the fact that part of the site would eventually be required 

for Street Widening. RESOLVED, That the District Valuer be asked for his valuation of the property. 
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7τPedestrian Crossingτ The Borough Surveyor submitted letters from Mr. E. D. Wynn offering to 

supply on trial a system of illumination for Pedestrian Crossings patented by him. RESOLVED, That 

the Borough Surveyor be authorised to accept the offer subject to the approval of the Police being 

obtained to an experiment being made.  

8τJunction Montpellier Terrace and Bath RoadτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plan showing the 

rounding off of the footpath on the south side of the junction of these roads, He estimated the cost 

of carrying out the work at £5. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to have this done.  

9τMilitary ServiceτThe Borough Surveyor reported that two of his senior assistants had received a 

circular from the Institution of Civil Engineers inviting applications for commissions in the Army from 

candidates who had had experience in road construction or similar concrete work. The assistants, 

who were aged 32 and 30 respectively, had asked if they might submit applications, as if they 



became liable for military service, they might not then have the opportunity of obtaining these 

commissions. RESOLVED, That the Committee cannot recommend the General Purposes Committee 

to consent to their volunteering at present, but that the matter be reconsidered in two or three 

months' time.  

10τPrivate Improvement WorksτBrooklyn RoadτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plans, 

specification and estimate for the paving of the footpath adjoining Nos. 191-215 and 186-240 

Brooklyn Road, at an estimated cost of £470 plus £2 for each crossing required. RESOLVED, That this 

be approved RESOLVED, also, That notices be given under Section 150 of the Public Health Act 1875 

and the Cheltenham Improvement Acts 1852 and 1889 to the owners of the premises abutting on 

this footpath requiring them to do the specified works in 28 days and in default of the notice being 

complied with, the Borough Surveyor be instructed to have the work carried out  

11τRefuse Collection DisposalτSalvageτThe Borough Surveyor submitted circular on salvage of 

material from dust-bin refuse which he had received from the Ministry of Supply and an officer of 

the Department had interviewed him on the matter Local Authorities are urged not to regard the 

salvage of material as a profit-making scheme, but rather as a national duty. All prices are controlled, 

and at the present time markets can be found for all materials salvaged, and a monthly return had to 

be made of all material collected and sold. Local Authorities were specially urged not to incinerate 

condemned meat but to send this to a firm dealing with the recovery of waste products. A 

considerable quantity of scrap metal had been collected and sold since the last Meeting, and all 

timber sorted and materials suitable for re-use put on one side. One man was employed salvaging 

material from the tip while two others were employed on baling paper and putting together 

collected material for sale. The four Bedford Freighters had been provided with a separate 

compartment for the collection of paper. In due course the Borough Surveyor would submit a 

financial statement showing whether the arrangement was being worked economically or not.  

12τAsphalt PlantτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had invited offers for the disposal of the 

above plant and two offers had been received. RESOLVED, That the offer of J Cashmore of £77 10s. 

0d. for the plant, but excluding the building, a portable steam engine and one of the bitumen boilers, 

be accepted.  

13τWages and Conditions of Serviceτ(a) Paviors--The Borough Surveyor submitted application 

dated 20th inst. from the National Union of General & Municipal Workers for the paviors' rate to be 

increased by ½ d. per hour as from 1st December last to agree with the Building Trade operatives' 

wages. RESOLVED, That the application be granted as from 1st December last.  

(b) The Borough Surveyor reported that he had received application from the National Union of 

General & Municipal Workers for an increase in wages for all employees (except the Electricity 

Department) and an application in respect of employees at Tewkesbury and also an application from 

an electrician. RESOLVED, That these be referred for consideration of the Labour Sub-Committee 

and that they be authorised to report direct to the Town Council.  

14τNational Joint Industrial Council--The Committee further considered the letter from the 

National Joint Industrial Council asking the Corporation to join the newly established Council for the 

Local Authorities Non-Trading Service (Manual Workers) for the Counties of Gloucester, Somerset 

and Wilts. The Town Clerk reported that, as instructed, he had circularised the Boroughs and larger 



Urban Districts to ascertain their views on the proposals. The following had already agreed to join, 

namely : Mangotsfield Urban District Council, Trowbridge Urban District Council, Bridgwater, Yeovil 

and Swindon Boroughs The following had however decided not to join, namely : Bath, Gloucester 

and Weston-super-Mare. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to communicate with the 

Gloucester City Council asking them to appoint representatives to discuss the matter with this 

Committee, and also to inform Bath and Weston-super-Mare of the proposed conference and to 

invite them to attend.  

15τStreamers Across Promenade and High StreetτRead, application from the Local Savings 

Committee for permission to hang a streamer across the Promenade and also one across High Street 

advertising the Savings Campaign Week from 5th-lOth February. RESOLVED, That consent be given 

for two days during the week subject to the usual conditions  

16τThe GroveτThe Town Clerk reported that notice had been given to take over this road and no 

objection had been received. RESOLVED, That the road be now taken over as repairable by the 

Corporation. 

17τWelland Lodge and Cleevemount RoadsτRead, application of 20th ult. from Messrs. Rainger & 

Rogers applying on behalf of G. A. M. Hall, Ltd. for these roads to be taken over by the Corporation. 

RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to report thereon at the next Meeting.  
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18τMontpellier TerraceτRead, report of damage to " Halt " Sign in Montpellier Terrace by a motor-

lorry The Town Clerk reported that the cost of making good the damage amounting to £4 15s. 5d. 

had been settled under a Sharing Agreement with the Insurance Company concerned.  

19τAlleged Right of Way, Rear of Brooklyn RoadτRead, letter of 28th ult. from Mr. M. A. Blake 

protesting against the fencing which had been placed over the alleged road way at the rear of 

Brooklyn Road on the Orchard Estate. The Borough Surveyor submitted plan showing that the 

alleged right of way was an occupation road leading from Arle Farm to fields at the rear of Brooklyn 

Road and was not shown on the deposited Map under the Footpaths Act. RESOLVED, That Mr. Blake 

be informed that it does not appear to the Council that any right of way exists over the occupation 

road.  

20τPittville Street Improvementτ(i) Report of Sub-CommitteeτRead, report of the Sub-

Committee of their Meeting held on the 9th inst PresentτThe Deputy Mayor (in the chair) ; 

Alderman Ward Councillors Fisher and Grimwade. The District Valuer (Mr. Ellis Moore) also 

attended.  

The Sub-Committee recommended (inter alia) as follows:-  

(a) Sale of SiteτThe Sub-Committee had considered enquiries from Messrs. J. Trevor & Sons, Green 

Shops Ltd., and Messrs. Dudley Samuel & Harrison asking on what terms the Corporation would be 

prepared to sell or lease the site as they had clients who were interested in the site if they were able 

to arrange for the building to be erected, and asking if the Corporation could render any assistance 

in securing a supply of building materials. They recommended that as there was no prospect of their 



being able to erect the building during the war, the firms be informed that the Committee think that 

it is desirable that negotiations should be postponed for the present.  

(b) Stead & Simpsons' PropertyτThat, having considered the report by the District Valuer of his 

negotiations for the acquisition of Stead & Simpsons' property, the District Valuer be authorised to 

negotiate terms for the purchase of this property for completion on the 31st March next, subject to 

consent of the Ministry of Health to a loan being obtained, and to the consent of the Capital Issues 

Committee being given to the raising of the loan. Also, That he be instructed to negotiate terms for 

Messrs. Stead & Simpsons' remaining on after completing the purchase as tenants.  

(c) HoardingτThat the application of Wyndham B. Lock to rent space on the hoarding adjoining the 

Arcade for advertising a Shooting Range in America Passage be not granted.  

(d) 11 Pittville StreetτThat these premises be let to the Cheltenham District Traction Co. for 

augmenting their offices and waiting room accommodation in North Street on a quarterly tenancy at 

a rent of £30 per quarter plus rates, subject to the Corporation not being required to expend any 

money on the premises.  

(e) 8 Pittville StreetτThat these premises be let to Mr. D. Cloak for the sale of cats' and dogs' meat 

on a quarterly tenancy at a rent of £6 10s. 0d. per quarter, plus rates, the Corporation to have the 

water carried up from the basement to the back room and to provide a sink and to repair the broken 

window in the back room and fan-light at a cost of about £8.  

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

(2) 13 Pittville Street and 11 Winchcomb StreetτThe Town Clerk reported that the tenancies of 

these premises at a rent of £39 each per annum, plus rates, for Confectioners' shops, had fallen 

through as the Food Control Committee had refused registration. In coming to this decision, the 

Committee had presumably considered the large increase of nearly 10,000 in the population in 

Cheltenham and district since the outbreak of war, and the closing of some of the Hotels, but no 

grounds have been given for refusing the application and the parties concerned were not given an 

opportunity of attending. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to write to the Food Control 

Committee asking to be informed on what grounds the applications were refused.  

(3) British. Home StoresτThe Town Clerk submitted Award made by the Arbitrator on the recent 

arbitration held in regard to the claim made by British Home Stores Ltd. for the sum of £20,000 for 

their interest under an agreement for lease of the site formerly belonging to Cardigan Estates Ltd. 

The Arbitrator had awarded the sum of £1,500, each party to pay their own costs and the 

Corporation to pay the Arbitrator's fees, etc., amounting to £25 1s. 0d.  

21τPetrol Pumps, Portland StreetτRead, letter from Messrs. A. Williams & Co., asking to be 

relieved of the payment of 5s per annum wayleave in respect of three out of four of their petrol 

pump swing arms as they were now only using one pump. RESOLVED, That the payment for three of 

the swing arms be waived as from the 1st November last for so long as the pumps are out of use, 

and that the Building Inspector be instructed to see that the pumps are sealed.  

22τMalthouse LaneτCouncillor Addis reported that this road had not been scavenged for two 

months. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to report thereon at the next Meeting.  



J. H. TRYE, Chairman. 
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LABOUR SUB-COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 25th January, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor 

(in the chair); Alderman Ward Councillors Addis, Morris, Green and Grimwade.  

1τGeneral Employees--Read, application of 4th inst. from the National Union of General & 

Municipal Workers for an increase of 3s per week to male manual employees, ½ d. per hour for 

female manual employees, and 3d. per shift to night-watchmen as from the 1st September last, as 

recommended by the West Midland Joint Industrial Council on the 2nd inst., the increase to remain 

in operation until the last pay day in March, 1940. RESOLVED, That the application be granted as 

follows, all as from the 1st December, 1939, viz. :τ  

(a) Three Shillings a week to the following employees:- 

Employees Present Wages 

4 Horse drivers 53s 6d Plus 6s for stables 

1 Storeman 52s 10d Plus 2s 6d for cleaning Depot Offices   

1 Yardman 50s 11d Plus Fuel and Light for house 

1 Office Cleaner (youth) 30s   

2 Scavenging Foremen 61s   

1 Roads Foreman 75s   

1 Tree Foreman 80s   

1 Chauffeur... 65s   

1 Chief Assistant, Alstone Baths 65s   

1 Assistant Stoker,  52s (Summer only) 

1 Stoker, Spa Baths ... 53s  

1 Attendant, 46s 6d 

1 Foreman, Town Hall 56s   

3 Attendants, 51s   

Custodian, Leckhampton Hill 56s 6d   

1 Car Park Attendant 51s 6d   

2 Car Park Attendants 41s 6d   

1 General Labourer, Sewage Works 50s  

1 Waterman, Sewage Works ... 42s Plus house 

Joint Caretakers, Clarence Parade Conveniences   51s 6d Plus house 

1 Cleaner and Attendant, St. George's Square 
Conveniences   

44s   

1 Cleaner, General Conveniences  55s   

1 Foreman Gardener... 70s   

1 Gardener 57s 6d   

1 Gatekeeper 39s 6d   

1 Recreation Ground Custodian 55s Plus house 

5 Recreation Ground Custodians  49s Plus house 

1 Recreation Ground Custodian 60s  



1 Park Constable 52s 6d   

1 Park Constable 50s  

1 Water Meter Reader 54s 10d 

1 Hewletts Reservoir Keeper 50s Plus 10s emoluments 

 

(b) Three farthings per hour to the following  

employees Paid on Employees  
 

  

Employees Present Hourly Rate 

Asphalte Spreaders and Layers 1s 1 3/4d (3s 4d. above Labourer's rate) 

Chipping Spreaders ...   1s 1 1/2d (1s 2d. above Labourer's rate) 

Tar Sprayers  1s 2 1/2d  (1 ½d. above Labourer's rate) 

Chainman   1s 1 1/2d (½d. above Labourer's rate) 

1 Mechanic  1s 4 1/2 

1 Electrician 1s 5 1/2d 

1 Sewer Foreman 1s 4d 

4 Charge Hands 1s 3d 

1 Blacksmith 1s 4d 

1 " (Mate) 1s 2d 

34 General Labourers   1s 1d 

20 Sweepers 1s 1d 

1 Labourer   1s   

1 Part-time Car Park Attendant 1s   

1 Relief                " 1s   

1 Engineman, Sewage Works   1s 2d 

3 Labourers          "          " 1s 1 1/2d 

1 Labourer             "         "    1s 1 1/2d Plus House 

10 Gardeners   1s 1d 

10 Gardeners   1s 1 1/2d 

1 Turncock 1s 2d 
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Employees     Present hourly rate 

1 Labourer (Waterworks)   1s 1d Plus 6s  emoluments 

1 Labourer  ά   1s 2d 

1 Main Jointer  ά   1s 2d Plus 11s 6d emoluments 

1 Labourer   ά   1s 1d Plus 11s 6d    ά 

1 Filter Attendant ά   1s 1 ½d Plus 10s      ά 

1 Labourer        ά   1s 1 ½d   

1 Treeman's Mate     1s 2 ½d , (1 ½ d. above Labourer's rate) 

 

(c) Two Shillings per week to the following Female employees:-  



Present Weekly Wage  

1 Cash Attendant, Alstone Baths   ...  25s (Summer only)  

2 Charwomen, Spa Baths ...    35s 

1 Attendant  ά      30s 

1  Attendant      25s 

1 Attendant...      20s  

1 Spa Attendant, Town Hall ...      32s 6d  

1 Cleaner, General Conveniences    34s  

 

(d) One half-penny per hour to the following Female employees Paid on an hourly basis:τ  

Present hourly rate  

8 Office Cleaners ... ... ..     8 ¾ d.  

1 Charwoman, Alstone Baths ... .  8 ¾ d.  

2 Charwomen, Town Hall ...  ...   8 ¾ d.  

 

(e) One penny per hour to the following employees to bring them up to the West Midlands J.I.C. rate 

(including advance of ¾ d. per hour) :- 

12 Lorry and Freighter Drivers   1s 3 ½d  

1 Lorry Driver (Waterworks)   1s 3 ½d  

 

(f) One half-penny per hour to the following employees (who are at present paid above J.I.C. rate) so 

as to bring them to the J.I.C. rate (including ¾ d. per hour increase) :- 

3 Roller Drivers ...   1s 4d  

1 Mechanical Sweeper Driver  1s 4d  

 

(g) RESOLVED, also, That the proportionate increases be granted to the following employees as from 

the 1st December last :τ 

Present Wage   Proposed  

Watchman.... ...    Full Shift  7s 3d   7s 6d  

ά   Saturday Shift   3s 8d   3s 9d   

1 Relief Attendant, Clarence Parade ... ...   18s-   19s 6d  

1 ά ά  ά  (Female) ...   15s   16s 

1 Cleaner (Female) Leckhampton Conveniences   7s   8s 

1 Part-time Custodian Recreation Ground ... ..   25s   26s 6d  

2 House Inspectors (Waterworks) ...     59s   59s 6d  

 

(h) Casual LabourersτThe Borough Surveyor reported that there were now only 57 Casual Labourers 

employed, nearly all of whom have been continuously employed for two or more years. Their 

present rate of wages was 1s 2 ½ d. per hour. RESOLVED, That in future casual labourers be paid at 

the establishment rate but that the wages of the present men be not reduced. RESOLVED, also, That 

casual labourers engaged for snow sweeping continue to be paid ld. an hour above the 

establishment rate.  



2-Refuse CollectorsτRead, application of 22nd ult. from the Union for the Refuse Collectors to be 

also raised from Grade 2 to Grade 3 thereby increasing their wages by 1s per week. RESOLVED, That 

the application be granted and that the three Refuse Collectors at present paid 1s 2 ½ d. per hour be 

paid 1s 3 ½ d. per hour and that the 22 Refuse Collectors at present paid 1s 1 ½ d. an hour be paid 1s 

2 ½ d. per hour, and all to date as from the 1st December last.  

3τTewkesbury Water WorksτRead, application of 22nd ult. from the Union for two employees at 

Tewkesbury Water-works to be credited and paid as Engine Drivers and for three others to be paid 

as Stokers. RESOLVED, That the Engine Drivers and Stokers now paid at 8s 3d per shift when 

pumping be paid 8s 9d for weekday shifts, and 9s - for Sunday shifts, and that when not pumping 

their wages of 1s 1 ½ d. per hour be increased by ¾ d. per hour, all increases to date from the 1st 

December last.  

4τMontpellier ConveniencesτRead, application of 4th inst. from the Union for the rates of wages 

and overtime conditions of service of the attendants at these conveniences to be placed on the J.I.C. 

scale. RESOLVED, That the matter be referred back for the consideration of the Public Health 

Committee and that they be recommended in lieu of increasing the wages to reduce the hours of 

four full-time and two part-time attendants.  

J. H. TRYE, Chairman.  
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 22nd January, 1940, PresentτThe Mayor ; 

Councillors Bettridge, Bush, Garland and Grimwade ; Mrs. Booy, Mrs. Grist, Mrs. Mellersh and Mrs. 

Wood (Councillor Grimwade in the chair).  

1τCheltenham Infant Welfare AssociationτQuarterly ReportτRead, Report for the Quarter ended 

31st December, 1939. The attendances at the Centres had been as follows :τ 

Infants. Toddlers. 

At Baker Street (12 Meetings)    26.1  36.4  

At Clare Street (12 Meetings)    28.3  33.0  

At Grosvenor Street (12 Meetings)   32.3  36.5  

At St. Mark's (12 Meetings)     38.3  33.6  

At Whaddon (12 Meetings)    20.4  43.1  

 

2τHealth Visitors--Quarterly ReportτThe following is a summary of the work done by the Health 

Visitors during the Quarter ended 31st December, 1939 :τ 

No. of Children on Register...     3,087 

Un-notified Live Births discovered       ... 4 

Home Visits paid by Health Visitors (a) 1 year and under  1,563 

ά  ά ά   (b) over 1 year 1,864 

First Visits paid by Health Visitors        201 

Ante-natal cases visited (a) New          72 



ά ά  (b) Return..          45 

Special visits to Mothers ... . .     137 

Chicken Pox cases visited .,.       1 

Measles cases visited  .      22 

Mumps cases visited .         2 

Scarlet Fever cases visited ... .,         1 

Whooping Cough cases visited     10 

Attendances of Health Visitors at Centres     76 

Cases reported to the N.S.P.C.C. Inspector       2 

 

Grants of Milk  

Carried over from previous quarter   248 

New Orders ...        82 

Orders discontinued during quarter ..      71  

άcontinuing to coming quarter ..   259 

Evacuees ..     .  2  

 

Children Act :      Health Visitors. School Nurses.  

No of Children on Register at end of the Quarter  26   10  

ά Foster Mothers on Register at end of Quarter   16   10  

ά visits paid (under Children Act) ...    33   15  

 

3τMidwives Actsτ(a) Medical AssistanceτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that 51 

applications had been received from Midwives for medical help during the period from the 1st 

October to 31st December, 1939, and that the total amount of doctors' fees claimed for the period 

from the 1st October to 31st December, 1939, was £98 16s. 6d., of which £55 13s. 5d. was 

chargeable to patients.  

(b) The Medical Officer of Health reported that the following special notifications had been received 

from Midwives during the quarter ended 31st December, 1939: Still-births 2 ; Deaths of Infants 2 ; 

Deaths of Mothers 1 ; Commencement of artificial feeding 2 ; Liability to be a source of infection 4.  

4τDentistryτ(a) The Medical Officer of Health reported that 50 mothers and infants had attended 

the School Dentist on Saturday mornings and 70 mothers and 13 infants on Wednesday evenings 

during the quarter in accordance with the arrangements made with the Education Committee. The 

number of Wednesday evening sessions held during the quarter was 12.  

(b) Small ChildrenτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that the Children's Hospital had 

suggested the following fees for providing accommodation for the School Dentist to carry out the 

extensive extractions for young children including the provision of an Anaesthetist, namely :τ 

Services of Anaesthetist ... 7s 6d for each case but not to exceed one guinea for one session of one 

hour.  

Hospital Fee ... 5s for each case to cover cost of Anaesthetist, use of theatre, ward washing, etc. 

RESOLVED, That these be approved  



(c) The Medical Officer of Health reported a case of a necessitous mother requiring a denture at a 

nett cost of £2, towards which the Charity Organisation Society would pay half. RESOLVED, That this 

Committee agree to pay the other half.  

5τGynaecological Clinic τThe Medical Officer of Health reported that 6 Clinics had been held to 

date and the total number of attendances was 21, including 11 Borough patients. He submitted the 

account for payment. RESOLVED, That this be paid.  
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6τOrthopaedic SchemeτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted report on the work of the 

Orthopaedic Clinic for the quarter ended 31st ult. The total number of children on the Register was 

170, of which 91 were chargeable to the Education Committee, and in respect of which 28 surgeons' 

consultations had been held ; 79 children were chargeable to this Committee, in respect of which 13 

surgeons' consultations had been held. He submitted accounts of the proportion of the fees payable 

by this Committee RESOLVED, That these accounts be paid.  

7τPuerperal Pyrexia CasesτThe Medical Officer of Health reported three cases of Hospital 

treatment in respect of which an account of £17 12s. 0d. was due to the General Hospital. Special 

nurses had also been provided in two cases at a cost of 13s. RESOLVED, That these accounts be paid. 

8τMilk Supplyτ(a) The Medical Officer of Health reported that Mr. Dix of 56 Brunswick Street had 

made a mis-statement of his income. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to warn Mr. Dix 

that if this occurs again, proceedings will be taken against him.  

(b) Read, letter of 24th November last from the Ministry of Health that it was never intended that 

attendance at Clinics should be made a condition of participation in the proposed new Milk Scheme. 

The Ministry hoped therefore that the Council would re-consider its intention that mothers covered 

by the Scheme would be expected to attend once a month at the Clinics, unless they plead ill-health 

or some other reasonable excuse. The Town Clerk reported that he had informed the Ministry that 

the Committee would agree not to require attendance at the Welfare Clinics as a condition of 

participation in the Scheme. RESOLVED, That this be approved, and that the Medical Officer of 

Health be authorised to arrange for those mothers who find it inconvenient to attend a Clinic, to 

attend at the Municipal Offices on two mornings to be arranged.  

9τVictoria Horneτ(a) Mr. R. B. Seaton, the Honorary Treasurer of the District Nursing Association, 

attended and informed the Committee of the financial position of the Association. The Association 

was for the first time faced with a loss which was wholly in respect of the Maternity Ward. The loss 

was mainly due (1) to the Association being unable to obtain pupil midwives and having to employ 

all fully-trained nurses ; (2) to the salaries of the nurses having to be increased to the same as the 

domiciliary midwives in accordance with the scale provided by the Ministry of Health , and (3) to the 

decline in ward fees in view of the fact that the Home had ceased taking in private patients. The 

subscriptions to the Association had also declined. As the Maternity Ward was now used solely for 

cases sent in by the Town Council and the County Council, the Association considered that the two 

Authorities should come to some arrangement with them to make good the deficit. The Medical 

Officer of Health reported that the discontinuance of taking in private patients had resulted in 

adequate accommodation being provided in the Home for Borough cases, and there was now no 



need for extended maternity ward accommodation. RESOLVED, That the Committee consider it 

desirable that a conference of representatives of the two Councils and the Association be held to 

discuss this matter, and that the County Council be asked to appoint four representatives to attend 

the Conference and the Association two representatives. RESOLVED, also, That the Chairman 

(Alderman Leigh James), The Mayor, Councillors Garland and Grimwade be appointed the 

representatives of this Committee to attend the Conference.  

(b) Domiciliary MidwivesτRESOLVED, That the Medical Officer of Health be instructed to report at 

the next Meeting as to whether it is now possible to dispense with the services of one of the 

midwives under the Midwives Act Scheme.  

(c) The Town Clerk reported that, as instructed, he had written to Nurse Boote and Nurse Boston, 

who had failed to refund to the Association the proportion of the confinement fees due to the 

Association in respect of two cases for which the Association had supplied nurses as the two nurses 

booked had been unable to attend. Nurse Boote had duly paid the fees, but no reply had been 

received from Nurse Boston. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to report Nurse Boston 

to the Central Midwives Board.  

(d) The Medical Officer of Health reported that the Victoria Home had provided an A.R P. shelter for 

the patients and staff and had also considerably improved the Ante-Natal Clinic, and they asked the 

Corporation to contribute £25 towards the cost. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

10τCommitteeτ(a) Read, letter from Mrs. Mellersh, Chairman of the Infant Welfare Association 

that Mrs. Gurney, one of their representatives on the Committee had resigned. They recommended 

that Miss Tinson should be appointed in her place. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be 

approved and adopted.  

(b) Read, letter of 13th ult. from the Cheltenham Maternity Hospital Scheme Committee asking if 

they might appoint a representative on the Committee. The Town Clerk reported that the Act 

required that at least two-thirds of the Committee must be members of the Council and as there 

was no vacancy on the Committee it was not possible to accede to the application unless the 

Committee was enlarged by appointing two further members of the Council. RESOLVED, That the 

applicants be informed that there is no vacancy on the Committee.  

11 τDay CrecheτRead, letter of 6th lilt, from the Chairman of the Infant Welfare Association that 

her Committee had considered the question of the necessity of establishing a Day Creche in 

Cheltenham, but that, after making enquiries, they were satisfied that there was not sufficient 

demand at present to justify the expenditure for this purpose. If and when any large factory or 

works were opened in or near Cheltenham employing female labour, the Committee would re-

consider the matter as the necessity for establishing some sort of Day Creche near the factory or 

works might then arise.  

H. C. GRIMWADE,  

Chairman.  
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TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 25th January, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor; Alderman E. L. Ward; Councillors Barnett, Bendall, Moore and Waite; Messrs. W. S. P. Harris 

and J. Walker (Alderman E. L. Ward in the chair).  

1τPlans of New BuildingsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings, namely:--  

No. of Plan                Name.                                 Description. 

            5318 Adey, J E.                  Garage, Westbright, Cleeve View Road.  

            5319  Hambton, H.                 Cycle shed, 78 Priors Road. 

            5320          ___                      Garage, Rowanleigh, Wellington Square  

            5321 Hughes, A.                  New Bathroom, 3 King Street. 

 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos, 5318, 5319 and 5320 be approved ; That Plan No. 5321 be approved 

subject to the sanitary work being carried out to the satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector.  

Decisions under Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 1933τ

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5318, 5319, 5320 and 5321 be approved,  

2τTown Planning AreaτPlansτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended Buildings under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 

1933:- 

 No. of Plan.               Name.                              Description. 

1631           Mitchell, Mrs. A             New lavatory, School Road, Charlton Kings. 

1632           Smiths (Cheltenham) Ltd,     Administrative Block, Bishops Cleeve. 

1633           The Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of Clifton  Garage (Private), Chandos Street, Winchcomb.    

1634           Nott, L. W.                   Gardener's cottage, Little Witcombe. 

1635           Cheltenham Electricity Committee. L.T. Overhead Line, Haydon.    

 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 1631, 1632 and 1635 be approved ; That Plan No. 1633 be approved 

subject to cedar shingles or grey corrugated asbestos sheets or grey rectangular tiles being used on 

the roof, That Plan No 1634 be not approved.  

3-105 High StreetτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letters of 11th and 29th ult. from Rotol 

Airscrews Ltd, pointing out that the second condition attached to the approval of the use of 105 High 

Street as a factory for war work, namely, no vehicle to enter or leave the premises by the High Street 

entrance in reverse gear, would seriously affect production at the factory. He reported that in view 

of the Company's representations he had further discussed the matter with both the Ministry of 

Transport and the local Chief of Police and that they were now prepared to agree, subject to the 

approval of the Corporation, to vehicles entering or leaving the premises by the High Street entrance 

in reverse gear subject to the following conditions : (1) a man additional to the driver accompanying 

each vehicle entering or leaving the premises in reverse gear, and (2) no vehicles to enter or leave 

the premises by the High Street entrance in reverse gear between the hours of 9.30 in the morning 



and 5.30 in the afternoon of any day. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to and that Minute No. 3 (b) of 

the Meeting held on 14th December, 1939 be varied accordingly.  

4τPlan No. T.P. 1624τThe Borough Surveyor reported that a cottage had been erected at Little 

Witcombe by Mr. L. W. Nott, plans for which were rejected by the Committee on 23rd November, 

1939. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to inform Mr. Nott that any building or work 

carried out without the consent of the Committee under the Town and Country Planning (General 

Interim Development) Order, 1933, and which is found to contravene the Scheme as ultimately 

approved, would be liable to removal without compensation and at the owner's cost, and that the 

Committee reserve the right to take such action as they deem necessary to enforce the provisions of 

the Scheme when it becomes operative.  
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5τConversion of Cowshed, Little WitcombeτIt was reported that Mr. L. W. Nott had converted a 

cowshed into a dwelling house at Springfields, Little Witcombe, without submitting plans for the 

approval of the Committee under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) 

Order, 1933. RESOLVED, That Mr. Nott be informed that a change of user of buildings or land must 

receive the approval of the Planning Authority and that the Committee reserve the right to take such 

action as they deem necessary to enforce the provisions of the Scheme when it becomes operative.  

6--Licensed Premisesτ(a) Brooklyn RoadτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plans of the proposed 

public-house to be erected by the Cheltenham Original Brewery Company on land off Brooklyn Road. 

The site was in an area scheduled in the Town Planning Scheme as a shopping centre. RESOLVED, 

That the Committee approve the proposal subject to detailed plans being submitted for approval in 

due course.  

(b) Hotel MajesticτThe Town Clerk reported that he had received notice of the application to be 

made to the Licensing Justices for a full licence in respect of the Hotel Majestic. RESOLVED, That the 

Town Clerk be instructed to inform the owners that, if the Council does not receive a satisfactory 

undertaking that the exterior Fire Escape will be provided in accordance with the Notice served on 

them under the Public Health Act, the Council will oppose the application when this is heard by the 

Magistrates.  

(c) Thirlestaine Hall HotelτThe Town Clerk submitted notice of the intention to apply to the 

Magistrates for a licence to sell intoxicating liquors at Thirlestaine Hall Hotel. The Borough Surveyor 

submitted letter of 25th inst. from Messrs. Steel, Lane & Yeend that the owner was willing to 

consent to a restricted licence for the following purposes;  

(1) To residents, their guests and visitors.  

(2) To non-residents taking a meal at the premises. 

(3) To persons other than the above, visiting the hotel for any function of a public social nature. The 

functions which the owner has in mind are public dances, bridge drives, concert parties and similar 

occasions.  



(4) To persons other than the above visiting the hotel for any function of a private social nature. This 

would include wedding receptions.  

RESOLVED, That no objection be made to the granting of a licence restricted as above.  

7τTown Planning Scheme No. 1τRead, letter of 15th ult. from the Ministry of Health extending the 

period within which this Scheme made by the Council shall be adopted, to 19th December, 1940.  

8τTown Planning Scheme No. 2τRead letter of 13th ult. from the Ministry of Health extending the 

period within which the draft scheme shall be adopted, to 27th December, 1940.  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman. 
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TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 19th January, 1940. PresentτAldermen Pates and 

Ward ; Councillors Bush, Grimwade, Smith and Waite; and Mr. D. V. Davies (Councillor Waite in the 

chair).  

1τMedical Bathsτ(a) The Monthly Report of the Superintendent was submitted. (b) 

Decontamination SectionτRESOLVED, That no charge be made for the use of the accommodation 

provided at the Spa Baths for three First Aid Parties and temporary Decontamination Section.  

2τAlstone BathsτThe Borough Surveyor reported that military authorities had now ceased to use 

the Alstone Baths and he had therefore reduced the staff to the usual winter establishment.  

3τTown HallτThe Entertainments Manager submitted letter of 26th ult. from the District Leader of 

the British Union of Fascists asking for a list of vacant dates as they were now compiling their 1940 

list of bookings for Meetings to be addressed by Sir Oswald Moseley. RESOLVED, That the 

Entertainments Manager be authorised to let the Hall for this purpose subject to a Bond of £500 

being entered into in respect of each booking to provide against damage being caused.  

4τEntertainments Sub-CommitteeτRead, reports of the Meetings of the Entertainments Sub-

Committee held on the 2nd and 9th inst.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ  

(a) A.R.P. Cafe Variety--That the free use of the Town Hall be granted for a Cafe Variety for A.R.P. 

workers to be held on the 13th February.  

(b) Chair Storage--That the tender submitted by Messrs. Smith Bros. for a shed to be erected at the 

rear of the Town Hall for storage of chairs at a cost of £29, plus £4 for drainage etc. (for which 

provision had been made in the estimates) be accepted, and the Borough Surveyor be instructed to 

have this erected in the position approved by the Sub-Committee. 3s 



(c) That the free use of the Town Hall be granted on the 8th February for a Public National Savings 

Meeting to be addressed by Lord Elton.  

(d) That the free use of the Pillar Room be granted to the Horticulture Committee for Lectures on the 

6th February and 5th March to be given by Dr. G. Reddington and Mr. P. G. Clarke, and that the free 

use of the large Hall be granted on the 4th April for a Lecture to be given by Mr. Middleton.  

(e) Medical BathsτThat a flat rate of 17s 6d per week be charged for the treatment of war 

casualties including treatment of civilian casualties due to air raids.  

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

5τTown Hallτ(a) Bar LicencesτThe Entertainments Sub-Committee reported that they had 

considered the recommendations of the Magistrates in regard to the Dances at the Town Hall, 

Councillor Waite reported the interview he had had with Superintendent Hopkins on this matter. 

The Sub-Committee made the following recommendations :τ  

(1) That except on special occasions (such as the Pantomime Ball, etc.) the doors of the Town Hall be 

closed for admissions at 11 p.m., and that between the hours of 10 p.m. and 11 p.m. careful 

discretion as to admissions be exercised.  

(2) That one of the Corporation's uniformed attendants be on duty at the front door, both at 

Municipal Dances and other Dances, to see that these instructions are carried out.  

(3) That the bar be closed on all occasions at least half-an-hour before the end of each Dance. 

RESOLVED, That the recommendations of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  
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(b) The Sub-Committee had considered applications for the booking of the Town Hall for Dances to 

be given by the Office Staff of Aircraft Components Ltd., and for a Whist Drive and Dance by the 

Sports Club of Gloster Aircraft Works, and the Entertainments Manager submitted letters from the 

Secretary of Aircraft Components Ltd , and the Aircraft Components Dance Committee that 

arrangements had been made to provide stewards throughout the building for the whole evening 

and to allow no admission after 10 p.m.  

They recommended (a) That the application of Aircraft Components be granted, and (b) That the 

application of the Sports Club of the Gloster Aircraft Works be not granted.  

RESOLVED, That the recommendations of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

6τSandford ParkτRead, letter of 10th inst. from Bertram Mill's Circus that, with a view to keeping 

as many members of their staff in employment as possible, they had decided to run a modified 

tenting circus this summer within the limits imposed by war time conditions, and asking if they could 

take Sandford Park for the Circus for three days on dates to be arranged at a rent of £40. They would 

undertake to leave the ground in a clean and tidy condition. RESOLVED, That the Parks and 

Recreation Grounds Committee be recommended to let the ground for this sum, subject to the 

Circus undertaking to pay the cost of making good any damage and to their leaving the ground in a 

tidy condition.  



7τWinter GardenτThe Committee further considered whether any steps could be taken to 

preserve the walls and floor of the Winter Garden from damage by rain, and Mr., T. Overbury 

attended.  

Mr. Overbury reported that he had made an examination of the roof from the ground from which it 

appeared that about 150 sheets of glass in the roof had either slipped out of position or had broken. 

The cause of the slipping of the glass was due to defective stops on the ends of the glazing bars ; the 

panes of glass which had not broken could be put back in position and new stops added to the bars 

to keep the glass in position. Where the panes of glass were broken, these could be replaced with 

Asbestos Sheets. With regard to the walls, he suggested that the existing eaves gutters be cleaned 

out and given a thick coat of a bitumastic mixture which would run into the joints and help to make 

them water tight, and any cracks in the gutters could be repaired in canvas and treated with the 

same material.  

He recommended that a steeple-jack should be employed to examine the roof and to furnish an 

estimate of the cost of the work. He considered that a steeple-jack would carry out repairs such as 

this at a much less cost than a builder, and an estimate would cost very little to obtain.  

With regard to provision of a new roof, the revised tender of Messrs. Broads of Malvern for this was 

£10,910 It was based on their original tender but had been adjusted having regard to the present 

conditions and to the rise in wages and costs of materials since the tender was accepted and 

included for the advance in wages expected in the coming month. It provided for raising the walls, 

clerestory windows and other contingent items as well as the actual re-roofing, also for cost of 

removing the present roof, also for remodelling of the roofs of the twin towers and the essential 

repair of the towers, a sum of £100 was also included for electrical work. No sum was, however, 

included for Architects fees etc.  

Mr. Overbury pointed out that if the building was left in its present state for the likely period of the 

war, the walls and floors would probably be in a ruinous state beyond restoration.  

RESOLVED, That the Committee are unable to recommend the Council to spend any money on 

repairing the existing roof, but that as it is of pressing importance to preserve the building from ruin, 

application be made to the Ministry of Health for consent to a loan of £10,910 for the cost of re-

roofing the building. RESOLVED, also, That if the consent is received, application be made to the 

Capital Issues Committee of the Treasury for consent to the raising of the loan.  

T. WILFRED -WAITE,  
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ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 29th January, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor; 

Alderman Leigh James; Councillors Addis, Grimwade, Moore and Rogers (Councillor Rogers in the 

chair).  

1τPublic LightingτRead, application from the Cheltenham & District Gas Company for a payment 

towards the standing charges incurred by the Company in respect of the 25 street gas lamps in the 



Parish of Prestbury now added to the Borough. The charge per lamp was £3 11s. 9d., which the 

Company stated included £1 10s. 0d. for maintenance and 10s 3d per lamp per annum for capital 

and interest charges. RESOLVED, That the Borough Electrical Engineer be instructed to negotiate 

terms.  

2τNational Savings CommitteeτThe Borough Electrical Engineer submitted an application from the 

National Savings Committee for a free supply of electricity for lighting and heating to temporary 

premises for about a fortnight in connection with the local Savings Campaign. RESOLVED, That the 

application be granted.  

3--Electricity Department StaffτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that 7 members of the 

technical staff had been obliged to lose one or two weeks of their summer holidays owing to the 

declaration of war and requested the Committee to authorise the grant of equivalent pay in lieu of 

the time lost. RESOLVED, That they be paid 75 per cent of their salary for the period of holiday lost.  

4τBulk Supply Stand-byτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported an interview he had had with 

the General Manager of the S.W. & S. Power Company. The question of a standby supply from the 

West Gloucestershire Power Company's 33,000 volt line from Gloucester was considered ; to 

increase the capacity of the line to 8,000 K.V.A. would cost about £14,000 and to increase it to 

15,000 K.V.A. would cost about £19,000. The Company were of the opinion that both the cost of the 

alteration and the cost of the stand-by supply should be brought into the bulk supply terms since the 

existing terms only take account of apparatus on the existing lines. The Borough Electrical Engineer 

also reported that the Company will have a direct line of supply from Stourport to Evesham during 

the coming summer which by providing a third route will contribute greatly towards ensuring 

continuity of supply to this area. RESOLVED, That the Company be informed that the Corporation are 

not willing to contribute towards the cost of the alteration of the Gloucester line.  

5τH.M. Office of Works BuildingsτIt was reported that an enquiry had been received as to the 

terms upon which a supply of electricity could be extended to a block of office buildings for the 

Office of Works, RESOLVED, That the Borough Electrical Engineer be authorised to negotiate terms 

with the Office of Works.  

6τSpecial Meter ReadingsτThe Committee considered recommendation from the Finance 

Committee that consumers should be charged for the reading of meters when required by them in 

addition to the ordinary readings. RESOLVED, That the Committee consider such a charge would 

result in a very small increase in the revenue and would be inadvisable as small services like these 

cost very little but contribute largely towards fostering good relations between the Corporation and 

consumers.  

7τCar AllowancesτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that P. H. Cox, one of the Assistant 

Engineers, had used his own car for several years almost entirely for his work but had never been 

granted any allowance and he recommended that an annual allowance of be made in respect of this 

car as from 1st September last. He also reported that Mr. W. Ball, Public Lighting Assistant, had used 

his car extensively at his own expense for Corporation work but that the car was at present laid up. 

He recommended that a grant of £10 be made for the use of this car during the previous year 

RESOLVED, That the recommendations be approved.  



8τOverhead LinesτThe Town Clerk reported receipt of the consent of the Ministry of Transport to 

the erection of overhead lines in Charlton Kings to Welling Hill Farm.  

9τGas Testsτ(a) Quarterly ReportτRead, report of the Gas Examiner for the quarter ended 31st 

ult. which showed the average calorific value to be 473.0 B.Th.U.  

(b) Periodical ReportsτReceived, reports of gas tests made on the 13th, 18th, 20th and 27th ult. and 

the 3rd, 9th, 15th, 22nd and 24th inst., which showed the calorific value on these dates as 462.1, 

465.9, 464.7, 462.1, 462.5, 478.7, 461.6, 467.3 and 457.9 B.Th.U. per cubic foot respectively and the 

pressure at 6.0, 6.8, 8.4, 8.9, 6.9, 6 5, 9.5, 8.5 and 8.7 inches of water respectively.  

STANLEY ROGERS,  

Chairman. 
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WATER COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 9th January, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Margrett, Pates and Ward ; Councillors Barnett, Dr. Hayward and Smith (The Deputy 

Mayor in the chair),  

1τBorough Engineer's ReportτThe Monthly Report of the Borough Engineer was read :τ  

                    DAILY YIELD OF SPRINGS. 

                                             For month ended                 Average for corresponding period 

                                            31st December, 1939.                   during the past 3 years. 

            Hewletts Spring   364,000 gallons                       261,000 gallons 

            Dowdeswell Springs 1,811,000   "                          1,712,000  " 

            Leckhampton Springs     54,000   "                            38,000   " 

                                              2,229,000                              2,011,000 

 

                                        CONTENTS OF RESERVOIRS. 

                        Estimated Usable Quantity about       95,192,000 gallons 

 

2τInspectionsτThe Borough Engineer reported the work carried out by the Water Inspectors 

during the month of December.  

3τAppealsτThe cases entered in the Appeals Book were considered, and the rates settled and 

adjusted.  

4τStatisticsτThe Borough Engineer submitted statement showing the quantity of water pumped 

and supplied for each month during 1939. The total quantity of water supplied during the year was 

783,975,000 gallons of which 0.49 per cent was pumped from Tewkesbury, 0.06 per cent was 

pumped from Sandford, and 0.45 per cent supplied by gravitation. The quantity of water supplied to 

Gloucester during the year was 15,803,000 gallons. He also submitted particulars of the rainfall 



during the year which had been as follows :τSandford 31.27 in., Hewletts 33.9 in., Dowdeswell 

33.94 in., Tewkesbury 26.12 in.  

5τTewkesbury Water WorksτThe Borough Engineer submitted letter from the District Organiser of 

the National Union of General & Municipal Workers asking for two employees to be paid as Engine 

Drivers and three labourers to be paid as Stokers. RESOLVED, That this be referred for consideration 

of the Labour Sub-Committee.  

6τSalts FarmτThe Borough Engineer submitted letter from Messrs. C. C. Castle & Son in regard to 

the repairs required to this property. He estimated the total cost of the work to be £26. RESOLVED, 

That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to carry out such work as the Corporation are responsible 

for under the Lease, and with regard to the gates and fencing required he be instructed to provide 

timber in the rough for this purpose. RESOLVED, also, That the application of the tenant to plant six 

new trees in the Orchard be granted subject to no claim for compensation being made for these at 

the expiration of the tenancy.  

7τStaverton Water SupplyτRead, letter of 4th inst. from the Clerk to the Cheltenham Rural District 

Council that his Council had agreed to the proposal of the Corporation for the taking over of the 

Staverton Main.  

8τParish of SwindonτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that, as instructed, he had obtained 

analyses of the water supplied to Swindon Village in respect of which a memorial had been received 

from the residents. RESOLVED, That the residents be informed that the analyses are satisfactory, and 

that the Borough Engineer has been instructed to have the main, which was a dead end, flushed out 

at regular intervals.  
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9τCheltenham and Gloucester Joint Water BoardτThe Town Clerk reported that the Cheltenham 

and Gloucester Joint Water Board had agreed to make application to the Ministry of Health for 

consent to a loan of 127,008 for the Board's share of the expenses in increasing the size of the 

pumping station at Tewkesbury to provide for pumping a supply of an additional 4,000,000 gallons 

per day instead of an additional 2,000,000 gallons per day as originally proposed under the Water 

Board Act. The amount of the loan was made up as follows :τ  

Agreed contribution for Pump House extension                                                   £1,000  0   0  

Half cost of enlarged Filter House                                                   8,243  16  11  

Half cost of enlarged Sedimentation Tanks                                                        9,226  14  4  

Proportion of Preliminary Items, Provisional Bill and Daywork                                   2,509   19  7  

Proportion of extra cost of Pipes and Valves ...                                                              3,162  0   0  

Proportion of cost of enlarged Intake ...                                                         1,000  0   0  

Half cost of enlarged Chemical House...                                                                     1,000   0   0  

Proportion of cost of enlarged Transformer House                                                          500  0   0  

Experimental Tanks (whole cost)                                                        365  16   2 

£27,00  7 0  



The Borough Engineer reported that he had carefully investigated the figures and was satisfied that 

the amount represented a fair share of the cost of the work to be borne by the Board. RESOLVED, 

That this be approved.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman.  

GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 23rd January, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen Margrett, Pruen and Ward; Councillors Green, Smith and Waite (Alderman Margrett in the 

chair).  

1τDiseases Amongst Animalsτ(a) Superintendent Hopkins reported that, with the exception of one 

case of Swine Fever, the Borough was free from contagious diseases amongst animals. (b) The Town 

Clerk submitted the Regulation of Movement of Swine (Amendment) Order, 1940 which made 

certain alterations in the existing regulations in regard to the licencing and marking of fat pigs which 

are sent for immediate slaughter. The Order had been published as required by the Ministry,  

2τNumbering of HousesτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plans for the numbering of the houses 

on the Cleevemount Estate RESOLVED, That these be approved and that the Borough Surveyor be 

instructed to serve the necessary notices requiring the occupiers to number the houses.  

3-Promenade Car ParkτThe Borough Surveyor reported on the receipts taken by the additional Car 

Park attendant. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to report thereon again at the March Meeting.  

4τMunicipal OfficesτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the Emergency Committee had been 

considering the provision of hollow concrete blocks in substitution for the sandbags which required 

replacement at frequent intervals, and they recommended that he be authorised to experiment with 

a short length of walling at the rear of the Offices at a cost of six guineas. RESOLVED, That this be 

approved.  
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5τCinematograph Licencesτ(a) RESOLVED, That the applications for renewal of the Cinematograph 

Licences in respect of the Gaumont Palace, Coliseum, Regal Cinema, Theatre & Opera House, 

Daffodil Picture House, St. Gregory's Schools, the Palace Cinema and the Ritz, be granted for the 

ensuing year expiring on 5th February, 1941.  

(b) The Town Clerk submitted circular of 30th ult. from the Home Office enclosing Order made under 

the Defence Regulations which provided a simplified procedure for the opening of Cinemas on 

Sundays. The procedure applied to areas in which opening of Cinemas on Sundays was considered to 

be expedient owing to the presence of large numbers of His Majesty's Forces and in respect of which 

a certificate to that effect has been given by the competent naval, military or air force authority. 

When a Local Authority receives such a certificate, it was open for the Local Authority to make a 

draft Order after giving prescribed notice of such intention. The Order would then be submitted to 

the Secretary of State for approval and would become operative when approved by both Houses of 



Parliament. The receipt of a certificate from a competent naval, military, or air force authority did 

not impose any obligation on the Council to submit an Order.  

(c) Read, letter of 18th inst. from Lt.-Col. E. P. Butler of the Royal Gloucester Hussars at the Race 

Course that if the Cinemas could be opened in Cheltenham on Sundays it would be very popular with 

the troops and he thought it would be of great benefit to them and asking if something could be 

done in the matter. RESOLVED, That Col. Butler be informed that before the Committee can consider 

this matter a certificate in the prescribed form by the competent army authority must be sent to the 

Council.  

6τPetrol LicencesτRESOLVED, That the application of Messrs. Martin Bros, for a licence to store 

500 gallons of petrol at their garage off Swindon Road in an underground tank be granted.  

7τDomestic Servants AgenciesτRead, report of Supt. Hopkins that all the books of the Domestic 

Agencies had been inspected and found in order with the exception of one where the Proprietor was 

out on each occasion the Agency was visited. The Agency opened by Mrs. Smollen at 3 Montpellier 

Walk had now been closed.  

8τMilitary ServiceτThe Committee considered application from Mr. A. L. Jones (District Sanitary 

Inspector) for permission to enlist. Mr. Jones was aged 23 and was therefore not in a reserved 

occupation and would probably be called up shortly with his age group, but if he enlisted now there 

was a possibility of his being able to join the Sanitary Section of the R.A.M.C. RESOLVED, That 

consent be given.  

9τSalary, Conditions of ServiceτRead, letter of 28th ult. from the Cheltenham District Ratepayers 

Association that the Executive Committee of the Association had passed a resolution that the scales 

of pay and conditions of recruitment and service of Local Government employees are of public 

interest and should be discussed in open Council. The Town Clerk reported that he had informed the 

Association that such matters are always considered in open Council, and that the Resolution 

relating to this matter only required that all questions relating to salaries, wages and superannuation 

matters of individual officers and workmen be first considered by the Council in Committee.  

10τSuperannuationτ(a) RESOLVED, That the services of the Town Clerk be extended for one year 

from 31st March next  

(b) RESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Street and Highway Committee, That the services of 

W. Hooper (General Labourer) and S. Young (Sweeper) be extended for one year from 8th March 

next and 23rd January inst respectively.  

11τMontpellier RotundaτRead, letter of 18th inst. from Messrs. Haddock & Pruen that the 

Montpellier Rotunda Co. Ltd. were prepared to sell this property to the Corporation at a price of 

£2,100 plus Surveyor's fee of £26 12s. 0d. in connection with the recent claim and the vendors' 

Solicitors' scale costs in connection with the conveyance. RESOLVED, That the Council be 

recommended to purchase the property on the above terms subject to the consent of the Ministry 

of Health to a loan being obtained and to the consent of the Capital Issues Committee to the raising 

of a loan. RESOLVED, also, That application be made to the Ministry of Health for consent to a loan 

of £2,183 for the purchase of the property, including Surveyors' fees, Solicitors' costs and stamp duty 



on the Conveyance, Also that application be made to the Capital Issues Committee of the Treasury 

for consent to the raising of the loan.  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT,  

Chairman.  
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FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 29th January, 1940, PresentτAlderman Ward ; 

Councillors Bush, Green and Grimwade (Councillor Grimwade in the chair).  

1τMonthly Report of Acting Chief OfficerτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that since the last 

Meeting the Brigade had attended 20 calls to fire, as follows :--  

19th December   Winter Gardens. 

19th 22 Evesham Road. 

23rd 7 Warwick Place. 

24th   Green Shutters, Southam Road, Prestbury. 

26th   4 Lansdown Place. 

26th   27 Pittville Street. 

30th Boddington House Farm, Boddington. 

3rd January   Sunshine Laundry, Churchill Road. 

4th 18 Grosvenor Street. 

4th   Berkhampstead, Hewlett Road. 

7th   1 Hatherley Villas, Andover Road. 

9th 17 Severn Road. 

9th 207 High Street. 

12th   11 Royal Parade. 

16th   6 Little Bayshill Terrace. 

18th   3 Zara Cottages, St. Anne's Terrace. 

20th   9 Queen's Parade. 

21st   Regent Motors, Plough Hotel Yard, High Street. 

21st 28 Lansdown Place Lane.   

26th 16 Whaddon Avenue. 

 

2τLeyland Fire EngineτThe Committee considered the question of having the old Leyland Fire 

Engine overhauled for which the sum of £270 had been provided in the estimates RESOLVED, That 

the Acting Chief Officer be instructed to arrange for the machine to be sent to Messrs. Leyland's 

Works for complete overhaul.  

3τSandbagsτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that a number of Sandbags used for the protection 

of Fire Stations now needed replacement as they were not sprayed with protective fluid. RESOLVED, 

That he be instructed to have these replaced with new sandbags dipped in creosote.  



4τFiremanτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that Fireman Pike had resigned his appointment on 

his obtaining a post in the Hendon Fire Brigade. Advertisements had been issued inviting 

applications for the vacant post, and the Town Clerk submitted four applications received which 

were considered by the Committee. RESOLVED, That Mr. L. Hasted at present professional fireman, 

Sutton Coldfield Fire Brigade. be appointed Fireman at a wage of £182 per annum, subject to his 

passing a medical examination, the appointment to be subject to the provisions of the Fire Brigades 

Pension Acts and to be terminable by either party by 14 days' notice in writing.  

5τAuxiliary Fire Serviceτ(a) The Town Clerk submitted the following circulars from the Home Office 

:τ  

No. 98. re Alteration of Road Traffic Legislation affecting Fire Brigades. 

No. 99. re Uniform and Equipment for Personnel. 

No. 2. Appeal for Volunteers for A.F.S. 

No. 15. A.R.P. PracticeτIncendiary Bombs. 

No. 7. Reinstatement, etc. of whole-time members of A.F.S. whose normal employment is in a 

reserved occupation. 

No. 98. Rubber Boots for Personnel. 

 

RESOLVED, That these be referred to the Chief Officer for attention.  
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(b) Indicator MasksτRead, circular No, 4 of 15th inst. from the Home Office that a " Fire indicator 

disc conforming to the present lighting restrictions had been designed for use with head lamps. The 

price of the masks would be approximately 2s  each. RESOLVED, That 25 masks be ordered.  

(c) Read, letters of 16th and 25th inst. from the Home Office that one 500 gallon Canvas Dam, one 

Pyrene No. 2 Branch Pipes, and 10 gallons of foam compound had been issued to the Brigade and 

delivery would be made as and when supplies became available from the manufacturers.  

(d) PersonnelτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that he had now received another resignation from 

the whole-time Auxiliary Fire Service, which was now three below the minimum number authorised 

by the Home Office, namely 49. All the trained part-time Volunteers had been approached, but none 

of them were prepared to accept a position as whole-time Auxiliary Fireman. RESOLVED, That he be 

instructed to interview the Manager of the Labour Exchange to ascertain if there are three 

unemployed men who would be suitable for these positions in which case he be authorised to 

arrange for intensive training of the men with a view to their being appointed. RESOLVED, also, That 

a supply -of posters and leaflets be ordered, and advertisements inserted in the " Echo " with a view 

to recruiting more volunteers for the Auxiliary Fire Service so as to bring this up to a total strength of 

250.  

(e) Auxiliary Fire Stationsτ(i) 10 Lansdown TerraceτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that 

possession had been taken as from the 1st January of the garage premises at the rear of 10 

Lansdown Terrace and that the Auxiliary Fire Station was removed to these premises from Roman 

Road on the 11th January. The Town Clerk reported that the owners of 10 Lansdown Terrace had 

agreed to let the premises to the Corporation at a rent of £39 per annum, plus rates, electricity and 



gas, and this had been agreed to by the Emergency Committee. RESOLVED, That subject to the 

approval of the Home Office the Town Clerk be instructed to enter into a quarterly agreement for 

tenancy of the premises but not to be terminated by the owner until the end of the war.  

(ii) Garage, Roman RoadτThe Town Clerk reported that as the owner of the above was unable to 

accept a rent of £55 per annum offered by the Corporation, the Auxiliary Fire Station had been 

removed from these premises RESOLVED, That subject to the approval of the Home Office, the 

owner be paid the rent asked by him, namely at the rate of £78 per annum for the period this was 

used from the 2nd September to the 11th January.  

(iii) Windsor StreetτRead, letter from Mrs Lucy agreeing to accept a rent of £75 per annum for the 

use of the portion of the premises belonging to New-Mek Ltd. RESOLVED, That subject to the 

approval of the Home Office the Town Clerk be authorised to enter into a tenancy Agreement 

terminable by a quarter's notice but not to be determined by the owner before the end of the war.  

6-52, 52a and 59 St. George's PlaceτRead, letters offering these properties for sale. RESOLVED, That 

the purchases be not entertained.  

7τDrill TowerτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that it was essential that a Drill Tower should be 

provided for the training of personnel. He estimated the cost of purchasing a steel tower between 

£70 and £80 plus the cost of erection. RESOLVED, That the Acting Chief Officer be instructed to 

obtain tenders for the supply and delivery of a Tower and that application be made to the Home 

Office for approval of this expenditure for the purposes of grant. RESOLVED, also, That the Street 

and Highway Committee be recommended to allow the tower to be erected in a suitable position in 

the yard at the Central Depot. 

H. C. GRIMWADE,  

Chairman. 
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ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 8th January, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bendall, Bush, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith; Messrs. A. Ball and E. M. Yeend (Councillor Smith 

in the chair).  

1τAllotments InspectionτThe Gardens Superintendent submitted his report as to the state of 

cultivation of the allotments.  

2τLand in Brooklyn RoadτMr. Rees attended with regard to the termination of his tenancy for the 

grazing on the land required for ploughing. He stated he was willing to give up the land before the 

expiration of his notice if he could find alternative accommodation for grazing his horses. RESOLVED, 

That the matter he referred to the Chairman, the Town Clerk and Gardens Superintendent to see 

what temporary accommodation could be offered to Mr. Rees until the expiration of his notice to 

quit.  



3τWar-Time Food Production in Allotments and Private GardensτRead, letters of 3rd and 6th inst. 

from the Clerk of the County Council with copy letter of 2nd inst., from the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Fisheries asking for an estimate of expenditure in connection with this matter. RESOLVED, That 

this be referred to the Horticulture Committee and that they be asked to submit an estimate.  

4τRebates in RentτRESOLVED, That the Tenants of Nos. 18 and 24 Hatherley Road Allotments and 

20 Marle Hill be granted the use of these allotments rent free to 24th June, 1940 in view of their bad 

condition. 

P. T. SMITH,  

Chairman.  

PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 8th January, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bush, Bendall, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith (Councillor Green in the chair).  

1τSandford ParkτNew OfficesτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the Public Works 

Construction Co had completed this work and the keys had been handed over to the Gardens 

Superintendent.  

2τPittville Pump RoomτForeman's Living QuartersτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had 

inspected the Foreman's living quarters and it appeared that the dampness complained of was the 

result of condensation on the walls. He also reported that the bedrooms were extremely cold in 

winter time. He suggested that two-bar gas fires in the two bedrooms would prevent condensation. 

RESOLVED, That he be authorised to purchase these at a cost of £8.  

3τAlstone Croft Playing FieldτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that Clubs using this field had 

asked for the use of the Pavilion for changing. RESOLVED, That the Gardens Superintendent be 

instructed to inform the Clubs concerned that they must make application to the Education 

Committee for the use of the Pavilion and that the Clubs also be informed that they must 

themselves undertake the marking of the pitches.  

4τSeed PotatoesτRESOLVED, That the Gardens Superintendent be instructed to obtain quotations 

for approximately 25 tons of seed potatoes required for the various grounds, Schools etc.  

5τTank, Montpellier GardensτRESOLVED, That in view of the urgent need for providing scrap 

metal, the Council be recommended to dispose of the Tank in Montpellier Gardens for this purpose.  

6τSandford ParkτBath Road EntranceτThe Borough Surveyor submitted estimate of the cost of 

lowering the wall etc. at the Bath Road Entrance to this Park. RESOLVED, That the matter be not 

proceeded with at the present time.  

W. J. GREEN,  

Chairman.  
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ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 11th January, 1940. PresentτAlderman Clara F. 

Winterbotham and Mr. C. R. Mapp (Alderman Winterbotham in the chair).  

1τCurator's Report for November and December. 1939τVisitors-5,759 (last year 4,943). Included in 

this figure were the following parties :-30 boys from Practising School, 32 children from Holy 

Apostles' School (2 parties), 14 students from Training College at Charlton Park, 9 children from 

Upper Thomas Street School, 17 evacuees from Charlton Kings.  

ReceiptsτPostcards, Catalogues, etc. 19s 7d. "Friends of the Art Gallery and Museum Account" £13 

16s. 3d. Total £14 15s. 10d.  

The Le Play SocietyτOn 2nd January the Curator acted as guide to this Society when visiting the 

Museum and Cheltenham.  

2τDonationsτGifts to the Museum had been received from the following :τAnonymous, Mrs. 

Alington, Mrs. D. M. Campbell, Mrs. E. M. Clifford, The Curator, Miss L. M. Eyre, Mr. H. J. Lewis, Mrs. 

Meyrick-Jones, Mr. F. E. Morris, The National Art-Collections Fund (Five etchings by Hedley Fitton, 

R.E.), Miss S. J. Probert, The Street and Highway Committee per Mr. G. Gould Marsland, Mrs. 

Tawney, Miss Tyler, Mr. Tom Whiting, Miss Whishaw, Dr. Oliver H. Wild, and Capt. R. P. Wild.  

RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Donors.  

3τSpecimensτRESOLVED, That 7 Bygones, Bowl of Leeds pottery, and a Hedgehog be purchased 

from the General Account at a total cost of £4.  

4τ" Friends of The Art Gallery and Museum Fund "τRESOLVED, That 2 examples of ceramics, 4 

Scottish silver-mounted Snuff Horns, and a Chinese carved ivory vase be purchased from the Fund at 

a total cost of £8 7s. 6d.  

5τBequestτThe Curator submitted a memorandum of a proposed bequest by Mrs. J. Mascie 

Taylor, including English water-colours, furniture, glass, china and books. RESOLVED, That the 

Memorandum be placed on file and that a letter of appreciation be conveyed to Mrs. Mascie Taylor.  

6τExhibitionsτRESOLVED, That facilities be given for the Cotswold Art Club to hold their annual 

exhibition in the Art Gallery in June, 1940.  

7τDate of Next MeetingτRESOLVED, That the next Meeting of the Committee be held on Thursday, 

15th February, 1940 at 3 p.m.  

CLARA F. WINTERBOTHAM,  

Chairman.  

CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 26th January, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Bendall 

and Moore. (Councillor Moore in the chair).  



1τSuperintendent's ReportτRead. Report of the Superintendent for the period from 16th 

September to 26th January. Number of Interments 116; Cremations 33 ; Grave Spaces sold 2S (1st 

Position 2, 2nd Position 4, 3rd Position 2, 4th Position 20); New Memorials erected 11 New 

Inscriptions 5.  

2τGrants of Grave SpacesτRESOLVED, That the Common Seal be affixed to Grants Nos. 10105 to 

10132.  

3τDesignsτRESOLVED, That the Designs Nos. 2485 to 2495, as set out in the Designs Book, signed 

by the Chairman, be approved.  
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4τCrematoriumτThe Superintendent reported that he had received complaints about draughts in 

this Chapel. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor and the Superintendent be instructed to remedy 

this.  

5τOpen-Air Service--Read, letter of 15th inst. from the Rector asking for permission to hold a united 

open-air service at the Cemetery on Easter Day as last year. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

6τMaintenance of Gravesτ(a) 3735 T, 1492 M and 1497 MτRead letter of 29th ult. from Messrs. 

Griffiths & Lewis that the late Mr. S. G. Adcock had bequeathed the sum of £150 to the Corporation 

upon trust that the Corporation should invest the sum and apply the income thereof in keeping 

these graves and the grave-stones thereon in good order and repair and to keep the lettering 

thereon legible and cause the same to be re-cut from time to time. RESOLVED, That this legacy be 

accepted subject to Graves 1492 and 1497 Section M being first put in good order.  

(b) Grave 1304 A1τRead, letter of 9th inst. from Messrs, Haddock & Pruen for the trustees of the 

will of G. C. Holtham deceased enquiring whether the Corporation would be prepared to enter into a 

covenant for maintenance in perpetuity of this Grave in consideration of the sum of £50. RESOLVED, 

That the Committee are prepared to accept this sum.  

7τCivilian Deaths Due to War Operations--The Committee further considered the question of 

providing coffins or shrouds in connection with this Scheme. RESOLVED, That consideration be 

adjourned until the next Meeting, and the Superintendent be instructed to approach the 

Undertakers in the town and ascertain whether they are prepared to stock suitable coffins for the 

purposes of the Scheme.  

E. W. MOORE,  

Chairman.  

RATING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 4th January, 1940. PresentτAlderman Ward ; 

Councillors Barnett, Bush, Ben Janice and Moore (Alderman Ward in the chair).  

1τDefaultersτThe Committee interviewed and dealt with three defaulters  



2τProposals--The Committee considered proposals submitted by the Rating and Valuation Officer, 

RESOLVED, That these be submitted for the revision of Assessments as now settled by the 

Committee.  

3τArrearsτThe Committee went through the list of arrears with the bailiff and gave him 

instructions thereon.  

E. L. WARD, Chairman. 

At a Special Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 26th January, 1940. PresentτAldermen 

Taylor and Ward ; Councillors Bush and Moore (Alderman Taylor in the chair).  

4τExcusalsτThe Committee interviewed and dealt with applicants for excusal from payment of 

rates.  

P. P. TAYLOR, Chairman. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 30th January, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Leigh James, Pruen, Taylor and Ward ; Councillors Garland, Grimwade and Waite 

(Alderman Taylor in the chair).  

1τGeneral RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 30th inst., on the collection of the 

Second Instalment of this Rate. Amount collected £99,148 ; Leaving Outstanding £35,621.  

2τWater RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 30th inst., on the collection of this 

Rate for the half year ending 31st March, 1940. Amount collected £23,015 ; Leaving Outstanding 

£7,324.  

3τAccounts Rota CommitteeτReported Meeting on the 30th inst. PresentτAlderman Taylor (in 

the chair) and Councillors Grimwade and Waite.  

The Accounts were examined and recommended for payment. RESOLVED, That this 

recommendation be approved and adopted.  

4τElectricity ChargesτThe Borough Treasurer reported on the collection of the Electricity charges 

since the last Meeting.  

5τLoansτThe Borough Treasurer reported that since the last Meeting £28,300 had been received 

on loan, which was required to replace a loan of £25,000 repaid to the Halifax Building Society and 

other loans paid off. RESOLVED, That Mortgages be sealed and issued on account of duly authorised 

loans.  

6τRequisitioned PropertyτThe Borough Treasurer reported that claims had been submitted to the 

Treasury Valuers in respect of the property requisitioned by the Government amounting to £6,346, 

and a payment on account of £2,822 15s. 5d. had been received.  



7τSuperannuationτ(a) The Borough Treasurer reported that J. Hope (former School Attendance 

Officer) died on 29th ult. He was in receipt of a pension of £63 1s. 8d. per annum.  

(b) The Borough Treasurer reported that E. Savory (Wages Clerk) died on the 21st inst., age 59. His 

representatives were entitled to a refund of his contributions of £146 17s. 4d. plus interest at 3 per 

cent amounting to £36 16s. 8d. RESOLVED, That this sum be paid.  

(c) The Borough Treasurer reported that W. J. Jenkins (Ashman) had retired. The pension payable 

amounted to £1 7s. 5d. in respect of 27 non-contributory years and 13 contributory years. 

RESOLVED, That this be paid.  

(d) W. A. PageτRead, letter from Mr. W. A. Page, who resigned his appointment last month, asking 

to be allowed the interest on his contributions. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed 

to report on the circumstances which led to Mr. Page's resignation at the next Meeting of the 

Committee.  

8τAuditτThe Town Clerk reported that the District Auditor had given notice that the Audit would 

commence on 4th March at 11 a.m.  

9τBorough Treasurer's Departmentτ(a) The Borough Treasurer reported on the illness of his Chief 

Assistant, Mr. G. B. Pearce. RESOLVED, That Mr. Pearce be given a further two months leave of 

absence.  

(b) The Borough Treasurer reported that 4 of his staff were included in the age group required to 

register for Military Service next month, and that another member of his staff would attain the age 

of 20 in 6 months' time. RESOLVED, That the Borough Treasurer be authorised to employ such 

temporary staff as he considers necessary to enable him to carry on the work of his Department.  

(c) Rates OfficeτThe Borough Treasurer reported that Mr. W. Clee, collector in the Rates Office, had 

been called up, and with the approval of the Chairman he had arranged to employ Mr. A. Ricketts 

temporarily at a wage of £3 per week. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(d) The Borough Treasurer reported on applications made by some members of his staff for re-

grading. RESOLVED, That a Sub-Committee consisting of the Chairman, Councillors Garland and 

Waite be appointed to consider and report on the applications.  

10τElectricity AccountsτThe Town Clerk reported that the Electricity Committee were unable to 

adopt the recommendation of this Committee to make a charge to consumers for the reading of 

meters when required in addition to the ordinary readings. RESOLVED, That the Committee concur 

with the views of the Electricity Committee.  

11τSanction to LoanτThe Town Clerk reported that he had received sanction to loan of £6,375 of 

the Council's share of the cost of purchasing land at the Airport repayable in a period of 60 years. He 

also reported that the Treasury had consented to the raising of the loan.  

P. P. TAYLOR, Chairman.  
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Borough of Cheltenham. 

At a Quarterly Meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Cheltenham, duly convened and 

held at the- Municipal Offices in the said Borough, on Monday, 5th February, 1940, at 3 p.m. 

Present :  

The Mayor (Councillor John Howell, C.B.E., F.R.C.S., J.P.) in the chair. The Deputy Mayor (Alderman 

Capt. John Henry Trye, C.B.E., R.N. Retd.).  

Aldermen Leigh James, Margrett, Pruen, Taylor and Ward ; Councillors Addis, J.P., Barnett, Bendall, 

Bettridge, Bush, Compton, Fisher, Garland, Green. Dr. Hayward, M.B.E., M.B., B.S., Lipson, M.A., 

M.P., Moore, Morris, Rogers, Smith, Till and Waite.  

ApologiesτApologies for absence were received from Aldermen Pates and Winterbotham ; 

Councillors Avery, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fletcher, Grimwade and Ben James.  

1τDeath of Mrs. H. H. ChandlerτRESOLVED, That the Council express their deep regret at the death 

of Mrs. H. H. Chandler, who, for 13 years was the Hon. Secretary of the Cheltenham Musical Festival, 

and desire to express their sympathy with her family in their bereavement.  

2τMinutes of Previous MeetingτRESOLVED, That the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the-Town 

Council held on the 1st January, 1940, having been printed and a copy sent to each Member of the 

Council, be taken as read, and that the same be adopted and confirmed.  

3τProceedings of CommitteesτRESOLVED, That the proceedings of the under-mentioned 

Committees at their Meetings held on the dates respectively appearing be approved and confirmed 

:τ  

Public Health  Meeting held January 8  

(An Amendment moved by the Deputy Mayor and seconded by Councillor Green "That Minute No. 

12 with regard to the disposal of Condemned Meat be not approved and that the offer of the 

Gloucester City Soap Works to take condemned meat be accepted" was lost).  

Housing ... Meeting held January 18  

Street and Highway  Meeting held January 22  

Labour Sub-Committee  Meeting held January 25  

Maternity and Child Welfare  Meeting held January 22  

Town Planning   Meeting held January 25  
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Town Improvement and Spa... Meeting held January 19  

RESOLVED, also, on the recommendation of the Entertainments Sub-Committee, That with a view to 

relieving the Entertainments Manager (Mr. Wilkinson) of some of his arduous duties the following 

arrangements be made :τ  



(1) That Mr. R. T. Cosgrove attend some of the evening fixtures at the Town Hall and be paid 10s for 

each long night and 7s 6d for each night up to 12 midnight.  

(2) That a Male Junior Clerk be engaged in the Office on Grade A and that the Entertainments Sub-

Committee be authorised to make an appointment. 

(3) That Mrs. Horton's appointment as short-hand typist be terminated on the 30th April next but 

that she be released earlier if desired by her, also, That if possible, arrangements be made for her to 

be transferred to one of the other Corporation Departments if a suitable vacancy in any other 

Department occurs.  

Subject to an Amendment moved by Councillor Morris and seconded by Councillor Bettridge: "That 

Minute No. 7 with regard to the Winter Garden be referred back."  

Subject, also, to an Amendment moved by Alderman Pruen and seconded by Councillor Lipson "That 

with regard to Minute No. 7, Messrs. Healing & Overbury be instructed to arrange for the roof of the 

Winter Garden to be examined by a Steeplejack and to obtain from him a report and estimate of the 

cost of repairing the same.  

Electricity and Lighting...Meeting held January 29  

Subject to an Amendment moved by Councillor Garland and seconded by Councillor Bush : "That 

Minute No. 3 with regard to payment of a proportion of the salary of the Electricity Department Staff 

in lieu of holidays lost owing to the War, be not approved."  

Water Meeting held January 9  

General Purposes and Watch   Meeting held January 23  

(An Amendment moved by Councillor Fisher and seconded by Councillor Garland : "That Minute No, 

11 with regard to the purchase of the Montpellier Rotunda be amended and that an offer of £1,500 

be made for this building" was lost).  

(An Amendment moved by Councillor Lipson and seconded by Councillor Bettridge "That with regard 

to Minute No. 11, consideration of the purchase of the Montpellier Rotunda be postponed until 

after the War, as this Council does not feel justified in applying for consent to a loan " was lost).  

Fire Brigade   Meeting held January 29  

(An Amendment moved by the Deputy Mayor and seconded by Councillor Compton "That Minute 

No. 3 with regard to the replacement of Sandbags, be referred back " was lost).  

Allotments ... Meeting held January 8  

Parks and Recreation Grounds   Meeting held January 8  

Subject to an Amendment moved by Councillor Barnett and seconded by Councillor Bettridge: " That 

Minute No. 5 with regard to the disposal of the Tank at Montpellier Gardens be not approved and 

that the Tank be retained in its present position."  



Art Gallery and Museum ... Meeting held January 11 

Cemetery and Crematorium Meetings held January 26 

Rating    Meetings held January 4 &26 

Finance    Meeting held January 30 

RESOLVED, also, That an Order on the Borough Treasurer be signed authorising him to pay to the 

several Corporations, Companies and Persons mentioned in the Schedule of Accounts, the sum of 

money set opposite their respective names, and such additional sums as may become payable 

during the month in respect of current Contracts upon the Certificate of the Architect or Officer 

under whom the work is carried out.  

1τStansby's CharityτRESOLVED, That Alderman Clara F. Winterbotham be re-appointed a 

representative Trustee of the Stansby's Charity for a further term of four years expiring on 4th 

February, 1944.  

5τNotice of MotionτThe Deputy Mayor's Notice of Motion άThat this Council make application to 

be affiliated to the West Midland Joint Industrial Council for Local Authorities Non-Trading Services 

(Manual Workers)έ was, with the consent of the Council, withdrawn.  

JNO. HOWELL, Mayor.  
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MINUTES of the Committees of the Town Council to be submitted for approval at the Monthly 

Meeting- of the Council to be held on Monday, 4th March, 1940.  

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 12th February, 1940. Present-Aldermen Leigh 

James and Pruen; Councillors Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Dr. Curling Hayward, Moore, Morris 

and Waite (Alderman Pruen in the chair).  

1τStatutory NuisanceτKingsditch Cottage, Kingsditch LaneτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported 

that the drains of these premises were in such a state as to be prejudicial to health and a nuisance, 

RESOLVED, That notices be served under Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936, on the owner and 

occupier of the said premises requiring them to abate the nuisance and to execute such works and 

take such steps as may be necessary for that purpose.  

2τSurrender of Diseased Meat, etc.τThe Medical Officer of Health reported the surrender of 9 cwt. 

0 qrs. 14 lbs Beef ; 1 cwt. 3 qrs. 10 lbs. Mutton ; 2 cwt. 2 qrs. 3 lbs. Pork ; 19 Fowls weighing 56 lbs 

and 77 doz. Eggs weighing 93 lbs.  

3τHealth Department VanτThe Medical Officer of Health reported delivery of the Bedford Van and 

that a detachable galvanised iron tray for carrying infected articles was needed for this at a cost of 

about £5. RESOLVED, That he be authorised to have the tray made.  



4τAnalyses of WaterτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his report of analyses of water 

taken since the last Meeting of the Committee.  

5τPasteurised MilkτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his monthly report of analyses of 

Pasteurised Milk all of which analyses were satisfactory.  

6τFood and Drugs Act, 1938τThe Chief Sanitary Inspector submitted Certificates of the Public 

Analyst in respect of one sample of cheese, one of peppermint cordial, one of butter, six of milk Nod. 

21-26, one of margarine, two of grape-fruit squash and one of Blaud's Pills.  

7τStaffτRESOLVED, That, owing to shortage of staff in the Health Department, the Medical Officer 

of Health be authorised to retain the temporary typist at present engaged there for one month at £1 

per week.  

8τDelancey HospitalτThe Committee considered the question of the admission to this Hospital of 

cases of measles from the General Hospital, hotels and private houses. RESOLVED, with regard to 

cases from the General Hospital, That the Medical Officer of Health be authorised to admit these 

cases when there is accommodation and staff available, the Corporation to pay for patients who 

reside in the Borough, subject to any claim which may be made against the patients, and the local 

authority in whose area the patient normally resides to be asked to pay for patients from their 

district; with regard to cases from hotels, That these be admitted subject to the hotel proprietor or 

the patient entering into an undertaking to pay the charges; and with regard to cases from private 

houses, That these be admitted when the Medical Officer of Health, in his discretion, considers it 

desirable owing to the unsuitability of the patient's home conditions.  

9τSewage WorksτHeating of Pump HouseτThe Borough Surveyor recommended the installation 

of heating apparatus in the pump house in order to safeguard the pump against damage from frost. 

RESOLVED, That an electric tubular heating system operating automatically when the temperature 

falls below a pre-arranged level be installed at an estimated cost of £24.  

10τDuke Street SewerτThe Borough Surveyor reported completion of work on this sewer.  
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11τSurface Water Culvert, Lower ArleτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the construction of a 

portion of this culvert between properties owned by Mr. J. A. Pye and The Bucks. & Middlesex 

Estates was about to be commenced and would leave a portion unculverted for which the 

Corporation is responsible. The estimated cost of culverting this latter portion was £230 He also 

reported that the length about to be constructed would not have a satisfactory outlet as the owner 

of the land next down the stream was not prepared to undertake the work of culverting his portion 

at the present time and the water would flow into a pool on this land. RESOLVED, That the portion of 

the culvert for which the Corporation is responsible be constructed and that the owner of the land 

down the stream be required to fence in the pool and to erect a barrier to prevent the water 

flooding the adjoining land, this latter work to be regarded as a temporary construction until such 

time as the Corporation require the owner to construct the culvert in pursuance of the notice served 

upon him. RESOLVED, also, That a notice be served under Section 262 of the Public Health Act, 1936, 

requiring the owner of the land opposite that owned by Messrs. Pye Bros., before any building 

operations are begun. or while such operations are in progress, wholly to fill up the water course or 



ditch and to substitute therefor a pipe, drain or culvert with all necessary gullies and other means of 

conveying surface water into and through it.  

12τDisposal of Condemned Meat, etc.τAs instructed at the last Meeting of the Committee the 

Borough Surveyor submitted a report prepared in conjunction with the Chief Sanitary Inspector 

containing alternative schemes for the disposal of condemned meat etc. The first proposal was to 

purchase a plant at a cost of £1,450, exclusive of building charges, and to house this in a new 

structure adjoining the abattoir, or else, on the assumption that the destructor would remain in 

operation, at the slab factory. A new building at the abattoir would be expensive and the slab factory 

site was undesirable because the destructor cost over £1,000 to operate during last year, and owing 

to the success of controlled tipping there would appear to be no justification for the continuance of 

this expenditure provided other means are available for raising steam for the steam disinfector. 

There would be a possible income of £230 if this scheme were adopted, but as the Government are 

in possession of all waste products from the abattoir and can dispose of these in any way they wish 

and it would, therefore, appear possible that the plant might be left idle by a change in Government 

policy. The view of the Ministry of Supply was that all waste material from the abattoir should be 

disposed of to[?] firms handling this material and not destroyed.  

The alternative scheme was to close down the destructor and to dispose of all condemned meat etc. 

to the Gloucester Soapery and to sell fish offal to fertilizer manufacturers. Dead dogs etc. could well 

and safely be disposed of by burying at the bottom of a controlled tip. To maintain the steam 

disinfector at the destructor a small vertical boiler could be purchased at an estimated cost of £225, 

erected in a disused stable and operated by the workman in charge of the storage depot at the 

destructor site. The annual running cost of this boiler would be about £54 for fuel, one-third of the 

workman's wages, viz. £52, and £26 for running repairs, water, etc. The Borough Surveyor 

recommended the adoption of this second scheme which would be advantageous to the Street and 

Highway Committee, involve a much smaller capital outlay, meet the wishes of the Ministry of 

Supply and also obviate the establishment of an objectionable industry in the town.  

RESOLVED, That the recommendation of the Borough Surveyor be approved, and that he be 

instructed to install a boiler for the disinfector and to make all necessary arrangements for the 

disposal of meat, offal, etc. as recommended.  

13τMontpellier ConveniencesτThe Committee further considered the application of 4th ult. from 

the National Union of General & Municipal Workers for the rates of wages and overtime conditions 

of service of the attendants at these conveniences to be placed on the Joint Industrial Council scale 

referred back by the Labour Sub-Committee for consideration in relation to the takings at the 

conveniences- The Borough Surveyor reported that the increase granted by the Council to all other 

Corporation departments were in the main 3s a week for men and 2s a week for women. RESOLVED, 

That the Council be recommended to grant an increase as from the 1st December last of 3s a week 

to the male attendants and 2s a week to the female attendants, and that the Borough Surveyor be 

authorised to arrange for a proportionate increase in the wages of the Dart time attendants  

14τDamage to Spouting at AbattoirτThe Town Clerk reported that a lorry belonging to the Great 

Western Railway Co. damaged spouting at the abattoir on the 25th ult. The cost of repairing the 

damage amounted to 15s. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to claim this amount from the owners of 

the lorry.  



ARTHUR. S. F. PRUEN,  

Chairman.  
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HOUSING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 15th February, 1940. PresentτCouncillors 

Addis, Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, Green, Dr, Hayward and Morris (Councillor 

Morris in the chair).  

1τHousing ManagerτThe Monthly Report of the Housing Manager on the collection of rents was 

submitted.  

2τRepairs SuperintendentτThe Monthly Report of the Repairs Superintendent was submitted. The 

total number of burst pipes repaired in the Council houses during the recent frost had been 313, 

which was equivalent to about 21 per cent of the total number of Corporation houses.  

3-20 Hudson StreetτRESOLVED, That the tenant of this house be given permission to remove his 26 

pigeons from his allotment to his garden  

4-31 Wordsworth Avenue τRESOLVED, That the plan submitted for the erection of a tool shed at 

this house be approved.  

5-3 Wyman's RoadτCouncillors Addis and Morris reported that they had inspected this house and 

recommended that the tenant, who was a Chimney-Sweep, be authorised to erect a shed for storing 

soot in the position indicated by them, subject to the shed being constructed to the satisfaction of 

the Housing Manager RESOLVED: That this be approved.  

S. C. MORRIS,  

Chairman.  

STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 19th February, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor 

; Aldermen Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Green, Morris, Rogers and 

Till (The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

2τRoad Works, etc.τThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of road works, etc., proposed to 

be carried out during the ensuing month. RESOLVED, That these be approved.  

3τRefuse Collection and DisposalτSalvageτ(a) Read, circulars from the Ministry of Supply 

emphasising the importance of the necessity of salvaging all possible material and asking local 

authorities to urge upon householders the importance of bundling their waste paper and handing it 

to the Refuse Collectors. The Borough Surveyor reported that the return submitted to the Ministry 

for January showed salvage to the value of as £88 12s. 6d.  



Read also, circular letter of 15th inst from the Clerk of the County Council suggesting that a careful 

watch should be kept by all local authorities upon refuse tips and elsewhere and that any apparent 

waste of food however caused should be noted and details of any instance reported to the County 

Council who would take further steps in appropriate cases.  

The Borough Surveyor submitted draft circular he proposed to distribute to every householder in the 

Borough giving particulars of the materials which should be salved and asking that all waste food, 

such as table and kitchen scraps, potato and apple peelings, should be kept dry and separate from 

other refuse and handed to the Refuse Collectors each week. 

The Borough Surveyor also reported that the Thames Board Mills Ltd., the Contractors who were 

taking the waste paper, were forwarding a supply of leaflets and posters for publicity purposes. 

RESOLVED, That the draft letter to the householders be approved as now settled by the Committee.  
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(b) Read, letter of 14th inst. from the General Manager of the Gloucestershire " Echo" that several 

correspondents bad suggested that the Corporation should insert an advertisement in the " Echo" 

instructing householders what to do with salvaged material. RESOLVED, That the Committee do not 

consider an advertisement necessary in view of the proposal to circularise each householder.  

(c) DestructorτThe Borough Surveyor reported the decision of the Public Health Committee with 

regard to the disposal of condemned carcases, foul and condemned meats. With regard to fish offal, 

separate bins had now been provided for this and he hoped to arrange with a merchant at Dudley 

Port to receive the material. RESOLVED, That the Committee agree with the arrangements made by 

the Public Health Committee and that the Borough Surveyor be instructed to re-organise the staff at 

the Destructor as may be necessary.  

3τPrivate Improvement WorksτArle Road, Alstone Lane and Brooklyn RoadτThe Borough 

Surveyor reported that he had circularised the abutting owners in this road to ascertain if they were 

prepared to deposit the cost of carrying out the paving works, etc., required, but the majority of the 

owners were not prepared to do so. RESOLVED' That the Town Clerk be instructed to proceed with 

the service of the notices on the abutting owners in accordance with Minute No. 9 of the Meeting of 

the Committee held on the 18th December last.  

4τTraffic CensusτThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of the Traffic Census taken in High 

Street near the town centre for ten hours on the 18th January, 1940. The total down traffic, 

including cycles, was 5,670 vehicles as against 10,475 last year and up traffic 3,553 as compared with 

7,424 last year.  

5τBorough Surveyor's DepartmentτThe Borough Surveyor submitted report on the re-organisation 

of the clerical staff in his department consequent on the death of the Wages Clerk, Mr. E. Savory, the 

calling up of other members of the staff and the resignation of a shorthand typist. Mr. Savory, who 

had been a very efficient Wages Clerk for 36 years, died on the 25th ult. RESOLVED, That the 

proposed re-arrangement of the staff be approved and that Mr. G. H. K. Parkes, Accounts and Order 

Clerk, be also put in charge of the Wages Office and transferred from Grade "D" (at present £208 per 

annum) to Grade "E" (at £225 per annum). RESOLVED, also, That the Committee desire to record 



their sympathy with Mrs. Savory and her family in the sad loss they have sustained by the death of 

Mr. Savory.  

6---Welland Lodge and Cleevemount Roads--The Borough Surveyor reported that, as instructed, he 

had inspected these roads again in respect of which the Architects had made application to the 

Corporation to take over the same. He did not consider that the work had been carried out in such a 

manner as to justify the Corporation acceding to the application. RESOLVED, That consideration be 

adjourned to the next View Meeting.  

7τWhite LinesτThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of three types of machines for 

painting white lines on highways, one of which had been demonstrated in Cheltenham. He 

recommended that a machine be purchased at a cost of £49. RESOLVED, That this recommendation 

be approved and adopted.  

8τNational Joint Industrial CouncilτThe Committee further considered letter from the National 

Joint Industrial Council asking the Corporation to join the newly established Council for Local 

Authorities Non-Trading Services (Manual Workers) for the Counties of Gloucester, Somerset and 

Wilts. The Town Clerk reported that, as instructed, he had endeavoured to arrange a Conference 

with representatives of the Bath and Gloucester City Councils and Weston-super-Mare Borough 

Council. Bath was unwilling to attend a Conference as they intended to adhere to their present 

practice of applying the Building Trades Operatives conditions but Weston-super-Mare was willing to 

attend to discuss the matter. With regard to Gloucester City Council, representatives of the City 

Council had recently attended an informal Conference of representatives of the Somerset and 

Gloucester County Councils and the Bristol and Bath City Councils. In view of the attitude of the 

representatives to this Conference, from which it appeared that they were not willing to join the 

Joint Industrial Council, Gloucester City Council did not consider that any useful purpose would be 

served by their being represented at another Conference in the near future. RESOLVED, That the 

Council be recommended to join the Joint Industrial Council for the Western area and that Councillor 

Grimwade be appointed the Council's representative on the Employers side.  

9τWages and Conditions of ServiceτRead, circular of the 1st inst. from the National Federation of 

Building Trades Operatives that the National Joint Council for the Building Industry had granted a 

further 1d. per hour rise in wages to all building trades operatives as from the 1st inst. The Borough 

Surveyor reported that, in accordance with the Resolution of the Committee, this increase had been 

given to the Corporation employees engaged in the Building Industry, including Builders' labourerΩs.  

10τSt. George's RoadτRead, letter of 2nd inst. from Miss Alice Gardiner offering to give up a piece 

of the garden of No 29 St. George's Road so as to enable the junction of this road and St George's 

Place to be rounded off. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned for view.  

11τProjecting SignτRESOLVED, That the application of Mr. Wyndham B. Lock for permission to 

erect a projecting sign near America Passage be granted, subject to the usual conditions.  

12τNos. 2 and 3 Winchcomb StreetτRead, letter of 30th ult. from the Ministry of Transport that 

while the Minister was not in a position to anticipate the Government's policy with regard to the 

raising of loans on the cessation of. hostilities, there did not appear to be any objection to the 

Council entering into a Contract to purchase this property at the conclusion of the War, if the 



Contract was made subject to the Ministry of Health consenting to the necessary loan. The Town 

Clerk reported that he had now asked the owners to submit provisional Contract for approval.  
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13τEldon Avenue and Beechhurst AvenueτThe Town Clerk reported that notices of the intention 

of the Corporation to take over these roads had been duly posted on the 5th inst. RESOLVED, That 

the roads be taken over as from the 5th prox.  

14τNational Safety First AssociationτRead, circular from this Association asking the Council to 

continue to subscribe to their funds as hitherto. RESOLVED, That the annual subscription made by 

the Council be continued.  

15τBlack-outτPillar BoxesτRead, letter from Councillor Garland with regard to the painting of 

white bands on Pillar Boxes. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to paint such Pillar 

Boxes as in his discretion he considers desirable, having regard to their position.  

16--View CommitteeτRead, report of a Meeting of the View Committee held on Wednesday, 14th 

February, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor ; The Deputy Mayor ; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Green and 

Morris (The Deputy Mayor in the chair), They recommended as follows :τCentral DepotτThat the 

erection of a Drill Tower for the Fire Brigade on a site in the Depot Yard near the Men's Club Room, 

be approved. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and adopted.  

17τWitcombe PlaceτRead, report of damage to paving by Demolition Contractors. RESOLVED, That 

the Town Clerk be instructed to make a claim for making good the damage, amounting to £3 7s. 1d.  

18τCollege Road and High Street Traffic IslandτRead, report of damage to a bollard at this Island 

by an Army Convoy Lorry RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to make a claim for making 

good the damage, amounting to £15 7s. 8d.  

19-1 Suffolk ParadeτRead, letter from Messrs. G. H. Bayley & Sons offering this property for sale 

which they suggested should be purchased to enable the Corporation to widen the junction of 

Suffolk Parade and the lane at the rear of Montpellier Villas. RESOLVED, That the purchase be not 

entertained.  

20τRowlands Terrace, Prestbury RoadτRead, letter from Mrs. Eldon complaining of the condition 

of the road off Prestbury Road which gave access to a footpath leading to the Cleevemount Estate. 

RESOLVED, That this be viewed at the next View Meeting.  

21τPittville Street Improvementτ(a) Nos. 2 and 3 Pittville StreetτThe Town Clerk reported that 

these premises had been let for a temporary period of six weeks at an inclusive rent of £30 for the 

purpose of providing temporary accommodation for two tenants on the opposite side of the street 

during the time new shop fronts were being fitted to their existing shops. RESOLVED, That this be 

approved.  

(b) 5 Pittville StreetτRead, letter of 14th inst. from Messrs. Cornelius & Boulter that they had a 

Client who was interested in this shop which was at present occupied by the Women's Voluntary 

Services of the Cheltenham Rural District The Town Clerk reported that Mrs. Lipson, the local 

Organiser of the Women's Voluntary Services, considered it was desirable, if possible, that the 



Women's Voluntary Services for the Rural District should be allowed to retain this shop as the 

Women's Voluntary Services for the Borough, who occupied No 7 Pittville Street, were in constant 

communication with them. The Town Clerk also reported that the County Council were not prepared 

to pay rent for any Corporation properties occupied for Civil Defence purposes unless the 

Corporation actually lost rent by so granting the use of premises. RESOLVED, That the 'Women's 

Voluntary Services of the Cheltenham Rural District be not disturbed subject to the County Council 

agreeing to pay the rent offered for the property.  

(c) 11 Pittville StreetτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to obtain offers for the 

sale of the Ammoniator Cold Storage Plant in the basement at these premises.  

(d) 12 Pittville StreetτRESOLVED, That the Corporation agree to pay the sum of £1 1s. 3d. incurred 

by the tenant of this shop in making good the electric wiring and electrical switches, fittings, etc.  

22τLand, Brooklyn RoadτThe Committee further considered application from Mr. I. Maddox to be 

released from his Contract for the purchase of the remaining 232 feet frontage in Brooklyn Road and 

for the return of his deposit of £173 5s. 0d. RESOLVED, That the Committee are prepared to release 

Mr. Maddox from his Contract to purchase the land but they are not now prepared to return the 

deposit ; also that Mr. Maddox be informed that if and when the land is sold the Committee will 

consider whether they are able to return the deposit or any part thereof having regard to the price 

at which the land may be sold RESOLVED, also, That Minute No. 14 passed at the Meeting of the 

Committee on the 18th December last be varied accordingly.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman. 
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TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 22nd February, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor; Alderman E. L. Ward ; Councillors Barnett and Waite ; Messrs. W. S. F. Harris and J. Walker 

(Alderman E. L. Ward in the chair).  

1τPlans of New BuildingsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings, namely :τ 

No. of Plan.        Name.                        Description. 

         5322       G. A. M. Hall, Ltd.   Garage, 128 Cakebridge Road. 

         5323       College Council       Alterations, Cheltenham College. 

         5324       Holt, A.               Conservatory, 188 Whaddon Road. 

         5325       Buffin, Mrs.           New shop, Albion Street. 

         5326       Sunshine Laundry Ltd.  Rebuilding and extension of laundry, Churchill Road. 

         5327       Bullingham, W.       Pair semi-detached houses, Hewlett Road. 

 

Decisions under Byelawsτ 



RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5322, 5324 and 5327 be approved ; That Plans Nos. 5323 and 5325 be 

approved subject to the sanitary work being carried out to the satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector ; 

That Plan No. 5326 be approved subject to steelwork calculations and details being to the 

satisfaction of the Borough Surveyor.  

Decisions under Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 1933τ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5322, 5323 and 5324 be approved ; That Plan No. 5325 be approved 

subject to details of the shop front being approved by the Committee and the premises not being 

used for the business of a Fish Frier without the consent of the Town Planning and Public Health 

Committees ; That Plan No. 5326 be approved subject to the front elevation being rebuilt to the 

satisfaction of the Committee when Churchill Road is extended to Mead Road ; That Plan No. 5327 

be approved subject to the buildings being set back 50 feet from the centre of Hewlett Road,  

2τTown Planning AreaτPlansτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) 

Order, 1933 :τ  

No. of Plan. Name.   Description.  

1636  Pates, W. J.   Garage (Private), Up Hatherley.  

1637  Saqui & Lawrence  Details of new elevations, 121 High Street, Cheltenham. 

 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 1636 and 1637 be approved.  

3τApplications to DevelopτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 14th inst. from Messrs. 

Packer & Son for permission to extend their sand pit across the site of a proposed new road off 

Tewkesbury Road. RESOLVED, That this be approved subject to the owners agreeing to the Council 

using the site of the road as a refuse tip to restore it to its present level when the road is required to 

be constructed.  

4τReproduction of Ordnance Survey MapsτThe Committee further considered letters from the 

Director General of the Ordnance Survey with regard to the reproduction from Ordnance Survey 

Maps. The Borough Surveyor reported that the number of tracings made annually and the areas of 

the maps traced varied considerably. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to keep a 

record of all tracings and reproductions made from Ordnance Plans and that the Council undertake 

to maintain a complete list of all tracings and reproductions to be submitted quarterly for 

assessment by the Ordnance Survey Office in accordance with the prescribed scale of Royalties. 

RESOLVED, also, That the matter be reviewed after two years with a view to the Committee 

considering the desirability of asking the Ordnance Survey Department to fix compounded fees.  

5τHotel MajesticτThe Town Clerk reported that Miss Baylis had now given an undertaking to 

provide a fire escape at these premises to the satisfaction of the Borough Surveyor as soon as the 

necessary priority certificate for the material can be obtained.  

6τProposed High Tension LineτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plan showing amended proposals 

by the Central Electricity Board for the 132 kw. overhead line between Salterley Grange, Seven 

Springs and Hilcot. He pointed out that the amended line, except for one short diversion, followed 

the line recommended by the Sub-Committee in March, 1939 RESOLVED, That this be approved.  



E. L. WARD,  

Chairman. 
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TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 23rd February, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor ; 

Councillors Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, Lipson and Waite; Messrs. D. V. Davies and R. B. 

Seaton (Councillor Waite in the chair),  

1τEntertainments Sub-CommitteeτRead, reports of the Meetings of the Entertainments Sub-

Committee held on the 30th ult. and 13th inst. They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ 

(a) Montpellier Pavilion--That the free use of this Pavilion be granted to the Air Defence Cadet Corps 

for use as a Drill Hall subject to the Corps paying all out-of-pocket expenses and to the Corporation 

being able to resume possession at any time on seven days' notice.  

(b) Town HallτThat the free use of the Drawing Room be granted to the Rotary Club on 27th 

February for an Entertainment which the Club were giving to the various foreign refugees at present 

in Cheltenham.  

(c) Airmen's DanceτThat the proposals of the Entertainments Manager for an Airmen's Dance on 

21st February be approved and that the Air Cadet Corps be allowed 9d. on every ticket sold by them. 

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

2τMontpellier Bathsτ(a) Medical BathsτThe Monthly Report of the Superintendent was 

submitted.  

(b) Swimming BathτRESOLVED, That the Swimming Bath be opened on 1st April. RESOLVED, also, 

That the equipment belonging to the Casualty Service, at present stored in the cabins at the Baths, 

be stored in one of the Galleries and that the members of the Casualty Service be allowed to 

continue to use the Lounge for practices in the evenings and on Sunday mornings when required.  

3τSandford Park Swimming Poolτ(a) RESOLVED, That the Pool be opened on Whit Saturday, 11th 

May, but that the Chairman be authorised to open this earlier if, having regard to weather 

conditions, he considers this desirable.  

(b) BrochureτThe Borough Surveyor submitted offers from the New Centurion Publicity and 

Publishing Co. Ltd. and Ed. J. Burrow & Co. Ltd. to print and provide 2,000 copies of the Brochure for 

the Pool, free of cost to the Corporation. RESOLVED, That the offer of New Centurion Publishing Co. 

Ltd. be accepted.  

4τAlstone Bathsτ(a) Read, letter from the Headmaster of the Practising School asking the 

Committee to reconsider the charge of £1 1s. 0d. for the use of Alstone Baths for the School Gala 

last year, in view of the fact that owing to War conditions no charge was made for admission. 

RESOLVED, That the charge be waived.  

(b) RESOLVED, That the large Swimming Bath be opened on 15th April.  



(c) Grammar SchoolτRead, letter from Mr. K. W. Lyon asking for the granting of 81 full season 

tickets and 20 half-season tickets in respect of boys who obtained the Bronze Medallion and 

Intermediate Certificate of the Royal Life Saving Society respectively. RESOLVED, That the application 

be granted. RESOLVED, also, That the School be allowed to book the Bath on not more than four 

Wednesday evenings during the season on dates to be arranged with the Superintendent at a charge 

of 10s 6d. plus the cost of lighting and hire of any chairs required.  

(d) Y.M.C.A.τThe Town Clerk reported that the Y.M.C.A were, owing to the black-out not being 

completed until the middle of December, not able to use the Bath for their Junior Organisation until 

1st January. RESOLVED, That in these circumstances the rent be reduced to £12 10s. 0d. for the 

period up to 31st March.  

5-Town Hallτ(a) RESOLVED, That the free use of the Drawing Room at the Town Hall be granted to 

the Horticulture Committee for a Meeting of Allotment holders on the evening of 4th March.  

(b) ConferencesτRESOLVED, That the free use of the Town Hall be granted to the National 

Association of Trade Union Approved Societies and the Royal Liver Friendly Society on dates to be 

arranged for their respective Annual Conferences in the event of their deciding to hold their 

Conferences in Cheltenham.  

6τSt. George's Square Bowling GreenτRead, letter of 19th inst from the Spa Bowling Club applying 

for the use of the Bowling Green for the year commencing 1st March next on the same terms as last 

year, namely, at a rent of £50. RESOLVED, That the application be granted.  

7τWinter GardenτMr. Overbury attended and reported that, as instructed at the last Meeting of 

the Council, he had invited tenders from three firms of Steeplejacks for placing the necessary ladders 

and equipment in position to enable a report to be made on the roof. RESOLVED, That the tender of 

Mr. J. Larkin amounting to £49 10s. 0d., being the lowest, be accepted.  

T. WILFRED WAITE, Chairman. 
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ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 26th February, 1940. Present-The Mayor; 

Alderman Taylor; Councillors Addis, Bendall, Bettridge, Grimwade, Rogers and Waite (Councillor 

Rogers in the chair),  

1τPublic Lightingτ(a) War-time LampsτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that the 

experimental war-time street lighting had proved satisfactory and recommended that a further 121 

fittings be purchased during the current financial year making a total of 184. The estimated cost of 

these was about £1 per lamp. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and that the lamps 

be erected in the positions settled by the Committee. RESOLVED, also, That the question of the 

further extension of war-time street lighting be reviewed at the May Committee Meeting after some 

experience has been gained of the effect of the lighting under varying weather conditions and in 

different positions.  



(b) Public Lighting ChargeτThe charge to be made for public lighting for the 12 months ending 31st 

March, 1940 was considered and it was reported that the cessation of lighting since the declaration 

of war would reduce the charge from £6,798 estimated for the full year to £4,138. The sum of 

£1,500 provided for improvements and new work would also be reduced as the expenditure 

incurred was only £241 to which must be added £185, the estimated cost of the war-time lamps. The 

total charge for the current year would therefore be £4,564 against the estimate of £8,289, 

RESOLVED, That the Finance Committee be recommended to approve of this charge.  

2τOakley Farm EstateτThe Borough Electrical Engineer recommended that the extra high tension 

feed to Hales Road Sub-station should be improved by laying a new cable from Sandford Park Sub-

station at an estimated cost of £633 and installing additional switchgear in the two Sub-stations at a 

further estimated cost of £706, making a total of £1,339. RESOLVED, That this be approved and that 

application be made to the Electricity Commissioners for consent to a loan of £1,339 to cover the 

cost of the work.  

3τAccounting MachineτIt was reported that the Burroughs Accounting Machine purchased seven 

years ago would shortly require a complete overhaul at the maker's works and the Borough 

Electrical Engineer and the Borough Treasurer recommended that a new machine providing greater 

facilities should be purchased at the price of £791 in order to deal with the expanding business of 

the undertaking and to ensure the rapid issuing of customers' accounts. RESOLVED, That this 

recommendation he approved and that upon receipt of the new machine the present machine be 

thoroughly overhauled by the makers.  

4τLand, Brooklyn RoadτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Borough Electrical Engineer, 

That the piece of land at the back of the transformer kiosk in Brooklyn Road, in respect of which an 

offer to purchase made by Mr. Brown, the adjoining owner, had been refused by the Corporation in 

view of the fact that the land may be required at a future date, be offered at a nominal rent to Mr. 

Brown for cultivation subject to his entering into an agreement to be prepared by the Town Clerk, -  

5τDistrict Joint Industrial Council--RESOLVED, That the Borough Electrical Engineer be reappointed 

as the Council's representative on the No. 6 Joint Industrial Council for the ensuing 12 months.  

6τGas TestsτRead, reports of Gas Tests made on the 30th ult. and 5th, 7th, 19th and 21st inst., 

which showed the Calorific value on these dates to be 468.7, 490.2, 480.6, 481.0 and 477.6 B.Th.U. 

respectively and the pressure to be 9.2, 6.1, 9.5, 10.2 and 9.2 inches of water respectively.  

STANLEY ROGERS, Chairman. 
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WATER COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 13th February, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor; Alderman Ward; Councillors Dr. Hayward, Moore and Smith (The Deputy Mayor in the chair)  

1τBorough Engineer's ReportτThe Monthly Report of the Borough Engineer was read :τ  

                  DAILY YIELD OF SPRINGS. 

 



                                           For month ended                Average for corresponding period  

                                          31st January, 1940.                during the past 3 years. 

          Hewletts Springs      312,000 gallons                      298,000 gallons 

          Dowdeswell Springs  854,000   "                          2,006,000  " 

          Leckhampton Springs    50,000   "                           47,000 

                                            1,216,000                           2,351,000 

 

                                     CONTENTS OF RESERVOIRS.  

                      Estimated Usable Quantity about ...       100,006,000 gallons. 

 

2τInspectionsτThe Borough Engineer reported the work carried out by the Water Inspectors 

during the month of January.  

3τAppealsτThe cases entered in the Appeals Book were considered, and the rates settled and 

adjusted.  

4τExtension to MainsτThe Borough Engineer reported that he had agreed to provide a supply of 

water in the event of a fire occurring at the Rotol Airscrews Works or the Airport by means of a 6 

inch connection to be made to the rising main where it crossed Gloucester Road, RESOLVED, That 

this be approved subject to an Undertaking being given that the water will only be taken for 

firefighting purposes.  

5τPipe ContractτThe Borough Engineer submitted circular of 1st inst. from the Stavely Coal, Iron & 

Steel Co. stating that the Ministry of Supply had authorised an increase varying from 1d. to 10d. a 

yard in the price for straight pipes, and 3s 6d. a ton in the price of standard special castings as from 

the 1st inst.  

6τTewkesbury WaterworksτRESOLVED, That the Borough Engineer be authorised to hire a Gas 

Heater from the Gas Co. at a rent of 11s per quarter so as to provide facilities at the works for 

workmen to clean themselves after boiler chipping and flue cleaning.  

7τWater SupplyτThe Borough Engineer submitted report on the water supply generally during the 

recent severe weather. The only case of a frozen main occurred on the Railway Bridge at Moorend 

Crescent where, owing to lack of cover, the main was exposed to the air beneath the bridge decking. 

This had to be thawed out on one or two occasions. In all other cases the complaints of frozen pipes 

were a result of freezing of pipes indoors and in service pipes where these had been laid with 

insufficient cover.  

8τWater UndertakingτA.R.P.τRead, letter of 6th inst. from the Ministry of Health approving for 

grant at the rate of 50 per cent the estimated cost of £125 of making the two inter-connections 

between the 27 inch Water Board rising main and the 18 inch Cheltenham main, and the latter main 

and the 6 inch Gloucester main respectively. The Ministry also approved for the same grant the 

purchase of an 18 inch sluice valve unit estimated to cost £80. RESOLVED, That the Borough 

Engineer be instructed to proceed with the work.  



9τSupply to Staverton Court, etc.τRESOLVED, That the Common Seal be fixed to the Agreement 

with Mr. R. V. Prettejohn for the taking over by the Corporation of the main laid by him in 

accordance with Minute No. 4 passed at the Meeting of the Committee held on 12th December last  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman.  
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GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 20th February, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor; Aldermen Clara Winterbotham, Margrett, Pruen and Ward Councillors Rev. de Courcy 

Ireland, Green, Rogers and Smith (Alderman Margrett in the chair).  

1τNaming of RoadsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted application for the name of a new road 

constructed at right angles off Orchard Way in Brooklyn Road. RESOLVED, That the road be named 

Hawthorn Road. RESOLVED, also, That the proposed numbering of houses in the road be approved,  

2τMarketτThe Borough Surveyor submitted report on his inspection of the Market Hall. The front 

part of the building was not satisfactory from a structural point of view, and his attention had now 

been called to roof leakages and wall settlement. The recent severe weather had still further 

weakened the structure, and the Borough Surveyor recommended that the defects should be made 

good without delay. He estimated the cost of carrying out the work at £200. RESOLVED, That this 

sum be included in the estimates with a view to the work being carried out in the next two or three 

months.  

3τDiseases Amongst AnimalsτSuperintendent Hopkins reported that the Borough was now free 

from contagious diseases amongst animals.  

4τHackney Carriage LicencesτRESOLVED, That the applications of J. Tarling and E. C. Martin for 

transfer of their licences to new cabs DG9550 and AAD121 respectively, be granted.  

5τNational Joint Councilτ(a) Read, circular of 15th inst. from the Joint Council for Local Authorities' 

Administrative, Technical and Clerical Services inviting the attendance of representatives at a 

Conference of Local Authorities in the Counties of Gloucester, Somerset, Wilts, Cornwall, Devon and 

Dorset, to be held at Bristol on 20th March for the purpose of discussing the provision of a Joint 

Organisation for the Administrative, Technical and Clerical Services of Local Authorities in these 

Counties RESOLVED, That representatives be not appointed to attend. 

(b) Read, circulars of 6th and 9th inst., from the above National Joint Council that the National 

Council had under consideration the adjustment of salaries of Local Government Officers to meet 

war conditions and enclosing recommendations for adjustment of salaries by addition of a war 

bonus in accordance with the scale enclosed with the circular. RESOLVED, That no action be taken.  

6τGrammar SchoolτRESOLVED, That Alderman Pates be reappointed a Governor of the Grammar 

School for a further term of three years to 5th March, 1943  



7τAthletic GroundτThe Borough Surveyor reported that as instructed he had inspected this 

ground and prepared a Schedule of dilapidations so that this would be available when the question 

of making a claim for compensation was considered on the termination of the requisitioning of the 

ground by the Military.  

8τFuel and Lighting Orderτ(a) The Borough Surveyor submitted Report on the work carried out by 

him as Fuel Overseer since his appointment and also a Report on the new Fuel Order. (A copy of the 

Borough Surveyor's Report accompanies the Minutes).  

(b) The Town Clerk reported that the Mines Department had now requested claim to be submitted 

for the repayment of expenses for the period from 7th September, 1939 to 31st December, 1940, 

With regard to the salary of the Fuel Overseer, no scale of remuneration would be laid down by the 

Department, but the amount of remuneration must be determined by the Local Authorities. 

RESOLVED, That the following remuneration be fixed as from 7th September last, namely :  

Borough Surveyor (Mr. G. Gould Marsland) £100 per annum, the Chief Clerk (Mr. A. Jenkins) £50 per 

annum. RESOLVED, Also, with regard to the Borough Surveyor, that he be not required to pay the 

remuneration into the Borough funds as required by the Resolution adopted by the Council on 6th 

June, 1932.  

9τSuperannuationτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Rating Committee, That the services 

of Mr. E. D. Ricketts be extended for one year to 31st March, 1941.  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT,  

Chairman. 
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FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 26th February, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Bush, 

Fisher, Green and Grimwade (Councillor Grimwade in the chair).  

1τMonthly Report of Acting Chief Officerτ(a) The Acting Chief Officer reported that since the last 

Meeting the Brigade had attended 21 calls to fire, as follows :τ  

1940 
 

January 28th   2 Ewlyn Road. 

28th   Billbrook House, Winchcomb Street.   

28th   41 London Road. 

28th   1 Belmont Cottage, Sherborne Street. 

29th   New Club, Promenade. 

31st   2 Bryn Villas, Charlton Kings. 

31st 42 Queen's Road. 

February 4th   21 Grosvenor Street. 

6th   Regent Street, 

6th   64 Milton Road. 

11th   Bayshill Lodge, Queen's Parade. 



12th   Hatherley Lane. 

13th   194 High Street. 

14th   Brierton House, Cirencester Road, Charlton Kings.   

15th   Cleeve Hill. 

16th   Regent Street 

16th   Montpellier Street. 

16th   39 Lansdown Crescent. 

18th   86 Swindon Road. 

19th   16 Imperial Square. 

22nd 45 Queen's Road. 

 

(b) The Acting Chief Officer reported that at the request of the Northleach Rural District Council he 

had sent two large trailer pumps on the 4th and 5th inst. to assist the North Cotswold Brigade in the 

pumping of flood water from houses in Northleach. The Northleach Rural District Council had 

undertaken to pay the cost. RESOLVED, That this be approved and that an account for £6 14s. 4 ½ d. 

for the men's time and petrol used, be rendered.  

(c) The Acting Chief Officer submitted application from the Cheltenham & District Gas Company for 

the loan or hire of the Merryweather Steamer for the purpose of filling the water seal of gas holders 

at Broadway. RESOLVED, That this engine be hired to the Gas Company for the purpose, at a charge 

of 15s per day, the Gas Company to arrange for the conveyance of the pump to and from Broadway 

and to pay all expenses in connection therewith.  

2τFiremanτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that Fireman-Driver L. Hasted had arranged to 

commence his duties on the 26th inst. RESOLVED, That he be authorised to purchase uniform etc. 

for him.  

3--Hose Drying and Drill TowerτThe Acting Chief Officer submitted six tenders received for the 

supply of a hose drying and drill tower. The Town Clerk reported that the Street and Highway 

Committee had consented to the tower being erected in the Depot Yard on a site near the Men's 

Club Room RESOLVED, That subject to the approval of the Home Office being obtained, the tender of 

Scaffolding (Great Britain) Ltd., amounting to £91 13s. 9d. for the provision of a tower, including 

timbering, erection and carriage, but excluding the concrete base, to be provided by the 

Corporation, be accepted. RESOLVED, also, That application be made to the Home Office for 

approval of this expenditure, including the cost of providing concrete base, for the purposes of 

grant.  
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4τAuxiliary Fire Serviceτ(a) Read, Circular No. 8 of 6th inst. from the Home Office in regard to the 

provision of emergency rations for personnel in cases of serious fires involving long periods of 

firefighting and asking the Corporation to make arrangements for the purchase of non-perishable 

foods suitable for this purpose. The quantity to be purchased and maintained should be estimated 

on the basis of two days' supply for one shift of first line personnel and the cost thereof would rank 

for grant under the Air Raid Precautions Act. RESOLVED, That the Acting Chief Officer be instructed 

to submit proposals for the purchase of emergency rations. 



(b) The Town Clerk submitted Circular No. 11 of 16th inst enclosing Memorandum as to the handling 

of the 500 and 1,000 gallon dams issued by the Home Office for emergency purposes. RESOLVED, 

That this be referred to the Acting Chief Officer.  

(c) Military ServiceτRead, Circulars Nos. 14 and 14a from the Home Office with regard to the 

liability of Auxiliary Firemen for military service. Employment as a whole-time member of the 

Auxiliary Fire Service was a reserved occupation, the age of reservation being 30. Arrangements will 

be made, on the application of a Fire Authority, for temporary postponement for a limited period, of 

the calling up of whole-time members of the Auxiliary Fire Service who are in the 25-27 Age Groups 

where this is necessary to permit of the recruitment and training of older men to replace them, 

RESOLVED, That the Acting Chief Officer be instructed to submit particulars of the men coming 

within the above Age-Groups.  

(d) Read, letter of 23rd inst. from the Home Office that instructions had been issued for the delivery 

of two branch pipe holders.  

(e) UniformτRESOLVED, That tenders be obtained for the provision of the necessary uniform and 

equipment required for the additional members of the Auxiliary Fire Service personnel, including 

provision for replacement.  

5τSafe Driving AwardsτRead, Circular from the National Safety First Association stating that it had 

been decided to promote a new National Civil Defence Safe Driving Award for whole-time drivers 

and asking the Corporation to enter their whole-time drivers on Civil Defence. The rate of 

subscription was 4d. for each driver. RESOLVED, That no action be taken  

6τInstructorτRESOLVED, That application be made to the Home Office for approval of the salary of 

the Third Officer being recognised for the purpose of grant for another year,  

7τChief OfficerτThe Committee further considered the question of allowing the Chief Officer to 

remain in occupation of the house, at No 6 St. George's Parade, rent free, including rates, lighting 

and heating. RESOLVED, That the Chief Officer (Mr. J. R. Jones) be informed that the Committee 

cannot allow this arrangement to continue and that he be required to give up possession of the 

house on 30th April next. RESOLVED, also, That on vacation of the house by Mr. Jones, the Acting 

Chief Officer be transferred from the Flat at No. 15 Royal Crescent and that three months' notice be 

given to terminate the Corporation's tenancy of this Flat.  

H. C. GRIMWADE, Chairman.  
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ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 12th February, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bush, Compton, Fisher, Green and Smith ; Messrs. A. Ball and E. M. Yeend (Councillor Smith in the 

chair),  

1τAllotments InspectionτRead, the Gardens Superintendent's report of his monthly inspection of 

the Allotments. A statement on all Allotments held by tenants in arrear with rent had been 

submitted to the Town Clerk, The following Allotments were also in a bad state of cultivation :τNo. 



15 Gappers Field, Nos. 28 and 195 North Ward and No. 3 Creamery Piece. RESOLVED, That the Town 

Clerk be instructed to write to the tenants of these Allotments.  

2τSeeds for Demonstration Plots--The Gardens Superintendent reported that Mr. Stanley Yates had 

offered to supply. free of cost, the seeds (potatoes excepted) required for the demonstration plots 

in various parts of the Town. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to convey the best 

thanks of this Committee to Mr. Yates for his generous offer.  

3τPrizes for AllotmentsτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the Horticulture Committee at 

their last Meeting, had recommended the granting of prizes for the best kept Allotments in the 

Borough. He stated that he had already received several offers of prizes. RESOLVED, That this 

Committee approve of the suggestion that prizes should be offered for the best kept Allotments and 

that the Horticulture Committee be asked to organise the Scheme. RESOLVED, also, That a donation 

of £3 3s 0d. be made to the prize fund.  

4τTree, Severn RoadτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the tenant of No. 27 Cromwell 

Road had applied for the removal of a large Elm tree situate in the Field at Severn Road, RESOLVED, 

That the tree be not removed but that the Gardens Superintendent be instructed to have the same 

cut back.  

5τSupply of Seeds to Allotment HoldersτRead, letters of 13th and 20th ult. from Mr. P. C. A. 

Wiggall, stating that Mr. Yates, Mr. Frank Cypher and his firm (Messrs. Hopwood & Son) were willing 

to supply Seed Potatoes, Fertilisers and Vegetable Seeds to Allotment holders and tenants of Council 

houses at a discount of 3s in the off their published catalogue prices. The Vegetable Seeds would be 

of the highest quality and only Scotch Seed Potatoes would be used unless a shortage should occur. 

These would be hand-picked in their own Warehouses. They suggested that the discount be allowed 

to Allotment holders and Corporation tenants on production of their Rent Books or Allotment Rent 

Receipts The Town Clerk reported that the Horticulture Committee had accepted the offers with 

thanks and instructed him to circularise the Allotment holders to the effect that on the production of 

a receipt for the current year's rent to the firms mentioned, the discount would be allowed and that 

the Housing Manager be asked to circularise the Corporation tenants with regard to this offer.  

6τHatherley Road AllotmentsτUncultivated LandτThe Town Clerk reported that there was an 

area of land on the south-eastern side of the Railway line which had not been let The Gardens 

Superintendent reported that the land was overgrown and in poor condition and also uneven. 

RESOLVED, That if applications are received for the tenancy of the land for Allotments the Town 

Clerk be authorised to let this rent free for 12 months and thereafter at the rate of 7s 6d. per chain 

per annum.  

7τRebates in RentτRESOLVED, That the Tenants of Nos. 107 Asquith Road and 85 North Ward be 

granted the use of these Allotments rent free to the 29th September next in view of their bad 

condition.  

S--re Well on Allotment No. 35 North WardτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be asked to 

inspect and report on this well and as to whether it would be possible to fix a pump for the use of 

the Allotment holders and the estimated cost of the same  

P. T. SMITH,  



Chairman. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 12th February, 1940, PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bush, Compton, Fisher, Green and Smith (Councillor Green in the chair).  

1τSandford Park and Promenade FountainsτThe Borough Surveyor reported that these fountains 

had been damaged by the recent severe frost, Messrs. R. L. Boulton & Sons estimated that the cost 

of repairing the Promenade Fountain would amount to £15 to £20. RESOLVED, That the Borough 

Surveyor be instructed to have both the Fountains repaired.  

2τContract for Supply of PotatoesτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that several firms had 

asked for the date for the receipt of tenders to be extended. RESOLVED, That three weeks' extension 

be given.  

3τPayment of Wages During SicknessτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that in reference to 

the circular letter recently sent out to all employees in regard to non-payment of wages during 

illness, the Foremen. Custodians and Constables had previously been paid during sickness up to two 

weeks' full pay and two weeks half pay, less National Health Insurance benefit, in each year, 

RESOLVED, That the men be informed that it is not the intention of the Council to worsen the 

conditions of employment of any employee, and that the above conditions as to payment during 

illness may be regarded as unaltered- 

4τGardens Superintendent's OfficeτOwing to increased work the Gardens Superintendent asked 

for assistance in his office. RESOLVED, That a Youth be appointed on Grade "A" scale.  

5τSandford ParkτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Town Improvement Committee, That 

this ground be let to Bertram Mills' Circus for three days on dates to be arranged at a rent of £40, on 

Messrs, Bertram Mills under-taking to leave the ground in a clean and tidy condition and paying the 

cost of making good any damage  

6τCricket PitchesτRESOLVED, That permission be granted to the following Clubs to play Cricket on 

the Recreation Grounds during the coming season :τ 

Ground:                  Club.                       Day of Play. 

Whaddon Road     Whaddon Sports Club    Alternate Saturdays 

Agg-Gardner         Bennington Hall Cricket Club    Tuesday evenings 

  

7τRoyal Crescent GardenτThe Town Clerk reported that a claim for compensation had now been 

submitted on behalf of the owners of the Royal Crescent Garden in respect of the construction of 

the trenches and that the same would be referred to the District Valuer and County Council in due 

course, The Borough Surveyor reported that in his estimate for construction of the trenches he had 

provided for the seeding over of the mounds, which would be carried out in due course. RESOLVED, 

That this Committee are prepared, if desired, to undertake to keep in order the flower beds and the 

cutting of the grass on the portions of the ground not occupied by the Air Raid Shelters.  



8τPittville Pump RoomτThe Borough Surveyor reported that during the inspection of this building 

in connection with the preparation of the annual estimates, he found that the ends of the main 

double timber beams supporting the Dome had seriously decayed where they rested on the 

northerly abutments, The exterior of the lantern light was also inspected and it was found that the 

cill and supporting plate had perished, which, in his opinion, had been caused as a result of 

condensation on the inside of the lantern not being allowed to pass to the outside and he 

recommended that the inside of the wall should be covered with lead from which small outlet pipes 

could be inserted to convey condensation on to the lead work of the Dome. He had further 

inspected the interior of the Dome as several pieces of plaster had recently fallen and had found 

that the timber laths etc. had decayed in places, due to the presence of condensation, and as he 

considered both the above matters were urgent, he had, with the approval of the Chairman, 

proceeded with the corbelling for the main beams and carried out the other necessary renovations 

As there was a small saving on Messrs. Billings & Sons Contract for the recent renovations he 

proposed to charge the cost to this fund. RESOLVED, That the recommendations of the Borough 

Surveyor be approved and adopted.  

W. J. GREEN,  

Chairman. 
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ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 15th February, 1940. PresentτAldermen Clara 

F. Winterbotham, Leigh James and Capt. Trye ; Major J. G. N. Clift and Mr. C. R. Map (Alderman 

Winterbotham in the chair).  

1τCurator's Report for January, 1940τVisitors-2,590 (last year 2,437). Included in this figure was a 

party of 14 evacuees.  

ReceiptsτPostcards, Catalogues, etc. 9s 9d. "Friends of the Art Gallery and Museum Fund" £5 12s. 

3d. Total £6 2s. 0d. 

LoansτA copy of the Ashendene Press " Don Quixote" (2 viols) had been lent by Mrs. Powell of 

Tarlton.  

Black-out ClubτA request had been received for facilities for sectional meetings. RESOLVED, That 

the Curator's action in granting the use of the Chinese Porcelain Room on four evenings a week for 

sections dealing with drama, first-aid and stamp collecting, be confirmed, on the understanding that 

lighting costs will be refunded.  

2τDonationsτGifts to the Museum had been received from the following:τMr. E. L. Clapp, Mr. 

Marcus Hazlewood, Mr. George H. Martin, Dr. M. Merores, Miss E. L. E. Mason, Mr. Wyndham 

Payne, Miss Pudan and Mrs. Villiers-Stuart.  

RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Donors.  



3τSpecimensτRESOLVED, That 8 Bygones be purchased from the General Account at a total cost of 

£1 0s. 6d.  

4τ" Friends of the Art Gallery and Museum Fund "τRESOLVED, That 4 Bygones (15s), Coin scales 

(7s 6d), 2 examples of ceramics (£2 10s. 0d.) and a 16th century Sword by Andrea Ferara (£5 10s. 

0d.) be purchased from this Fund at a total cost of £9 2s. 6d  

5τExhibitionsτRESOLVED, That the Curator be authorised to arrange the following Exhibitions :τ 

(a) Prints and drawings by the Royal Society of Painter-Etchers and Engravers from March to April, 

1940. 

(b) Sculpture by Frank M. Taubman of Kemerton during June and July, 1940. 

6τLecturesτRESOLVED, That facilities be given in the Art Gallery for a lecture by Canon Gough on " 

Tewkesbury Abbey " to King Edward's High School for Girls, and also for a lecture to be read by Mr. 

G. Gould Marsland on " Boulder Dam;."  

7--Lantern ProjectorτThe Curator reported that the arc-light apparatus by which the lantern had 

been operated for many years had failed and that, as a matter of urgency, he had had the lantern 

converted for use with a 500 watt lamp at a cost of £5 10s. 0d. RESOLVED, That this be approved, 

and that half the cost be paid by this Committee.  

8τEaster ClosingτRESOLVED, That the Art Gallery and Museum be closed on Good Friday and 

Saturday, 22nd and 23rd March, 1940 and open on Easter Monday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

9τAttendantsτRESOLVED, That 3s per week be added to the wage of the male Art Gallery 

Attendant, and 2s per week to that of the female Museum Attendant as from 1st December, 1939 in 

accordance with the Resolution of the Council, applicable to General Employees, of 5th February, 

1940.  

10τDate of Next MeetingτRESOLVED, That the next Meeting of the Committee be held on 

Thursday, 11th April, 1940 at 3 p.m.  

CLARA F. WINTERBOTHAM,  Chairman.  
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CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 23rd February, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Bendall, 

Rev de Courcy Ireland and Green (Councillor Rev. dc Courcy Ireland in the chair).  

1τSuperintendent's ReportτRead, Report of the Superintendent for the period from 27th January 

to 23rd February. Number of Interments 137; Cremations 33 ; Grave Spaces sold 22 (4th Position 

22); New Memorials erected 4; New Inscriptions 6.  

2τGrants of Grave SpacesτRESOLVED, That the Common Seal be affixed to Grants Nos. 10133 to 

10154.  



3τDesignsτRESOLVED, That the Designs Nos. 2496 to 2505, as set out in the Designs Book, signed 

by the Chairman, be approved  

4τWagesτRESOLVED, That the ½ d. per hour recently granted to Corporation employees be also 

granted to the Gardeners, Grave Diggers and Labourers at the Cemetery as from 1st December last. 

RESOLVED, also, That the wages of the Crematorium Attendant (Mr. Weaver) be increased from £3 

to £3 10s. 0d. per week.  

5τMaintenance of GravesτNos. 3735 Section T, 1492 Section M and 1497 Section MτThe Town 

Clerk reported that these Graves were now being put in order by the Trustees and that they had 

paid to the Corporation the legacy of £150. RESOLVED, That the Cemetery Superintendent be 

instructed to maintain these Graves in accordance with the bequest.  

E. S. DE COURCY IRELAND,  

Chairman.  

PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 16th February, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Bush, 

Garland and Lipson ; Messrs, H. J. Norris, F. Vernall and C. E. Walsh (Councillor Lipson in the chair).  

1τLibrarian's Report for December, 1939 and January, 1940τReceipts £69 19s. 0d.  

Number of Volumes IssuedτThe total issued for the two months was 75,352 vols. against 65,323 

vols. for the corresponding period year ago, an increase of 10,049 issues for the two months. No less 

than 8 records had been established since September 1939, the highest issue being that of Saturday, 

10th February, when 2,802 volumes were issued.  

Replacements and Binding-180 volumes had been replaced, 415 volumes had been returned from 

the binder and a further 274 volumes had been dispatched.  

LecturesτThe following lectures had been given in the Art Gallery :- 

1939. 18th December Dr. Van der Byl, " The Growth of the German Reich." Attendance 174. 

1940. 

8th January  Mr. E. E. Bloodworth, " Handel and his Oratorio ' The Messiah'." Attendance 121.  

15th January Mr. W. Bellows, " Carinthia and further South." Attendance 57.  

22nd January Dr. W. H. Steavenson, " Exploring the Universe." Attendance 141.  

29th January  The Dean of Gloucester, "The Treasures of Gloucester Cathedral." Attendance 74.  

5th February  Miss Picton-Turbervill, "Turkey, yesterday and to-day." Attendance 114.  

Lending Library Floor-15 square yards of the most worn part of this floor had been replaced at a cost 

of £15 0s. 0d.  



StaffτThe following members had been absent owing to sickness .τMiss E. L. E. Mason 10 days, 

Miss S. Graham Smith 3 weeks.  

Inter-availability of TicketsτShoreditch Public Library had asked for reciprocal facilities. RESOLVED, 

That this. be agreed to.  
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2τBooksτRESOLVED, (a) That 248 volumes, published at £96 18s. 5d., be purchased for £61 9s. 6d.  

(b) That £50 be spent on Binding.  

(c) That £20 be spent on Replacements.  

3τDonations-117 volumes and 15 pamphlets had been received as gifts from 20 donors.  

RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Donors.  

4τAnnual Supply of PeriodicalsτRESOLVED, That the order for the supply of newspapers and 

periodicals (other than a small number which are obtained by subscription) should be given to Mr. J. 

C. Humphrys, 24 Winchcomb Street, as from 1st April, 1940, for a period of 12 months, on terms as 

at present.  

5τPeriodicalsτ(a) A reader had suggested that " Free Europe" (6d. fortnightly) be purchased. 

RESOLVED, That the request be not acceded to. (b) A petition was received, signed by 186 

signatories, asking that " The Daily Worker " be placed in the News Room. The petitioners offered at 

the same time to supply a copy gratuitously. RESOLVED, That this newspaper be displayed, and that 

the offer of a free copy be accepted  

6τEaster ClosingτRESOLVED, That all Departments of the Library be kept open on Thursday, 21st 

March, until 9 p.m., and closed from Good Friday to Easter Monday inclusive, with the exception 

that the News Room be opened on Easter Saturday from 9.30 a m. to 9 p.m.  

7τLantern ProjectorτRESOLVED, That £2 15s. 0d. being one half the cost of converting the lantern 

for use with a 500 watt lamp, be borne by this Committee.  

8τAttendantsτRESOLVED, That 3s per week be added to the wage of the Library Janitor, and 1d. 

per hour to the wage of the Library Charwoman, from 1st December, 1939 in accordance with the 

Resolution of the Council applicable to General Employees, of 5th February, 1940. 

9τNational Book CouncilτRead, letter from the National Book Council appealing to the Committee 

to maintain to the utmost, and to increase if possible, all the usual cultural and educational services 

of the Library.  

10τDate of Next MeetingτRESOLVED, That the next Meeting of this Committee be held on Friday, 

12th April, 1940 at 5 p.m.  

D. L. LIPSON,  

Chairman.  



RATING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 8th February, 1940. PresentτAlderman Ward ; 

Councillors Barnett, Bush and Moore (Alderman Ward in the chair)  

1τDefaultersτThe Committee interviewed and dealt with two defaulters.  

2τProposalsτThe Committee considered proposals submitted by the Rating and Valuation Officer. 

RESOLVED, That these be submitted for the revision of Assessments as now settled by the 

Committee.  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman.  

97 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 27th February, 1940, PresentτThe Deputy Mayor 

; Aldermen Leigh James and Taylor Councillors Garland, Grimwade and Waite (Alderman Taylor in 

the chair)  

1τGeneral RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 27th inst., on the collection of the 

Second Instalment of this Rate. Amount collected £121,214 ; Leaving Outstanding £13,555.  

2τWater RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 27th inst., on the collection of this 

Rate for the half year ending 31st March, 1940. Amount collected £24,088 ; Leaving Outstanding 

£3,451  

3τAccounts Rota CommitteeτReported Meeting on the 27th inst. PresentτAlderman Taylor (in 

the chair) and Alderman Leigh James. The Accounts were examined and recommended for payment. 

RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and adopted.  

4τElectricity ChargesτRead, report of the Borough Treasurer on the collection of the Electricity 

charges since the last Meeting,  

5τBudgetτRESOLVED, That the Annual Meeting of the Finance Committee to consider the 

estimates be held on the 20th March at 3 p.m., and that the Chairmen of the various Committees be 

invited to attend.  

6τLoans--(a) The Borough Treasurer reported that since the last Meeting he had received £5,000 on 

loan from the Gloucester Co-operative and Industrial Society, RESOLVED, That a Mortgage be sealed 

and issued on account of duly authorised loan. RESOLVED, also, That application be made to the 

Capital Issues Committee for consent to the raising of the loan.  

(b) RESOLVED, That application be made to the Capital Issues Committee for consent to the renewal 

of the loan of £70,500 from the Independent Order of Oddfellows which falls due for repayment in 

September next.  



7τHousing BondτThe Borough Treasurer reported that since the last meeting he had received 

£150 Housing Bond and a Certificate had been issued accordingly.  

8τMunicipal OfficesτOffice HoursτRESOLVED, That the General Purposes Committee be 

recommended to consider closing the offices during the lunch hour and that the Chief Officers be 

asked to report to the General Purposes Committee as to the advisability of closing their respective 

departments during the lunch hour.  

9τSuperannuationτ(a) The Borough Treasurer reported that E. Willmore, retired Ashman, in 

receipt of a Pension of £1 7s. 10d. per week, died on the 24th inst.  

(b) W. A. PageτThe Borough Surveyor reported on the circumstances which lead to Mr. Page's 

resignation and the Committee further considered his application to be allowed interest on 

contributions refunded to him, RESOLVED, That the interest amounting to £17 15s. 3d. be allowed to 

Mr. Page.  

10τHousing Act, 1936τThe Town Clerk submitted the following applications, asking the 

Corporation to undertake to guarantee the repayment of advances proposed to be made by the 

Cheltenham and Gloucester Building Society in connection with the purchase of houses mentioned 

opposite the respective initials of the applicants :τ 

Mr. R. F. ... ...  No. 90 Priors Road ...  £750  

Mr. H. H. P. .. No. 113 Brooklyn Road  £675  

 

He submitted reports upon the financial and other circumstances of the applicants, RESOLVED, That 

the Council undertake to guarantee in pursuance of Section 91 of the Housing Act, 1936, the 

repayment of the proposed advances to the above applicants, such guarantees to be limited to the 

amounts between 66 2/3  per cent and 90 per cent of the value of the houses, and the rate of interest 

to be charged in respect of the advances not to exceed 5 per cent, subject to satisfactory reports 

being made by the Building Society's Surveyor and the Borough Surveyor and that the Common Seal 

be affixed to the formal Guarantees to be approved by the Town Clerk.  

11τSanction to LoanτThe Town Clerk reported that he had received sanction to loan of £1,000 for 

the provision of Furniture and Fittings at Whaddon Road Senior Council School repayable in a period 

of 10 years.  
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Borough of Cheltenham. 

At a Monthly Meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Cheltenham, duly convened and held 

at the Municipal Offices in the said Borough, on Monday, 4th March, 1940, at 3 p.m. Present :  

The Mayor (Councillor John Howell, C.B.E., F.R.C.S., J.P.) in the chair.  

The Deputy Mayor (Alderman Capt. John Henry Trye, C.B.E., R.N. Retd.) 



Aldermen Leigh James, Margrett, Pates, Pruen, Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham : Councillors Addis, 

J.P., Barnett. Bendall, Bush, Compton, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, M.A., Green, 

Grimwade, Lipson, M.A., M.P., Morris, Rogers, Smith, Till and Waite.  

ApologiesτApologies for absence were received from Alderman Taylor; Councillors Avery, Bettridge, 

Fletcher, Dr. Hayward, Ben James and Moore.  

1--Death of Mrs. E. W. MooreτRESOLVED, That this Council deeply regret the death of Mrs. E. W. 

Moore and desire to express to Councillor Moore and his family their sincere sympathy with them in 

their sad bereavement.  

2τMinutes of Previous MeetingτRESOLVED, That the Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the 

Town Council held on the 5th February, 1940, having been printed and a copy sent to each Member 

of the Council, be taken as read, and that the same be adopted and confirmed.  

3τProceedings of CommitteesτRESOLVED, That the proceedings of the under-mentioned 

Committees at their Meetings held on the dates respectively appearing be approved and confirmed 

:--  

Public Health   Meeting held February 12  

Housing ... Meeting held February 15 

Street and Highway  Meeting held February 19  

Subject to an Amendment moved by Councillor Grimwade and seconded by Councillor Compton : 

"That the recommendation to Minute No. 8 with regard to the National Joint Industrial Council be 

amended to read ' That the Council hereby resolves to join either the Joint Industrial Council for the 

Western Area or the West Midlands Joint Industrial Council as shall be subsequently determined.'  

Subject also, to an Amendment moved by Councillor Fisher and seconded by Councillor Morris "That 

the Council do join the Western Area Joint Industrial Council and that Councillor Grimwade be 

appointed the Council's representative on the Employers' side, and that Minute No 8 be varied 

accordingly."  
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(An Amendment moved by Councillor Grimwade and seconded by Councillor Lipson "That the 

recommendation to Minute No. 8 with regard to the National Joint Industrial Council be varied to 

read ' That this Council shall apply for permission to join the West Midlands Joint Industrial Council' " 

was lost).  

RESOLVED, also, That the Council be recommended to purchase Nos. 123 and 124 High Street 

(Messrs. Stead & Simpson's property) at the price of £10,500, the Vendors to pay their own 

Solicitors' and Surveyors' costs, subject to contract and subject also to the consent of the Ministry of 

Health to a loan being obtained and Also to the consent of the Capital Issues Committee to the 

raising of a loan Also, That application be made to the Ministry of Health for consent to a loan of 

£10,605 for the cost of the purchase of the property, including stamp duty, and that application be 

also made to the Capital Issues Commute for consent to the raising of the loan. Also, That the terms 



arranged by the District Valuer for the letting of the premises to Messrs. Stead & Simpson on a six 

monthly tenancy at a rent of £50 per annum, exclusive of rates, be approved.  

Town Planning   Meeting held February 22  

Town Improvement and Spa... Meeting held February 23  

Electricity and Lighting Meeting held February 26  

(An Amendment moved by Councillor Rev. de Courcy Ireland and seconded by Councillor Bush : 

"That Minute No. 3 with regard to the purchase of an Accounting Machine, be referred back for 

further consideration" was lost).  

Water Meeting held February 13  

General Purposes and Watch Meeting held February 20  

Fire Brigade Meeting held February 26  

Allotments ..Meeting held February 12  

Parks and Recreation Grounds   Meeting held February 12  

RESOLVED, also, That the tender of Cheltenham Agricultural Traders' Association Ltd. (being the 

lowest of three tenders received) for the supply of 18 tons 12 cwt. of seed potatoes at an average 

price of £10 19s. 4d. per ton for the planting of the land belonging to the Council, also for the 

Delancey Hospital, School Gardens and Cemetery Garden, be accepted.  

Art Gallery and Museum Meeting held February 15  

Cemetery and Crematorium ... Meeting held February 23  

"Except that Minute No. 4 with regard to Wages, be amended to ¾ d. per hour instead of ½ d. per 

hour in respect of the increase to Gardeners, Grave Diggers and Labourers at the Cemetery."  

Public Library   Meeting held February 16  

Rating   Meeting held February 8  

Finance    Meeting held February 27  

RESOLVED, also, That an Order on the Borough Treasurer he signed authorising him to pay to the 

several Corporations, Companies and Persons mentioned in the Schedule of Accounts, the sum of 

money set opposite their respective names, and such additional sums as may become payable 

during the month in respect of current Contracts upon the Certificate of the Architect or Officer 

under whom the work is carried out.  

4τLord Lieutenant's Comforts Fund Sale CommitteeτRESOLVED, That the Deputy Mayor and 

Councillor Dr. W. Curling Hayward be appointed representatives of the Council on the Lord 

Lieutenant's Comforts Fund Sale Committee  



5τCheltenham General and Eye HospitalsτRESOLVED, That the Mayor and Councillor. D. L. Lipson 

be nominated as the representatives of the Council to serve on the Board of Management of the 

Cheltenham General and Eye Hospitals for the ensuing year.  

6τNotice of MotionτThe Deputy Mayor's Notice of. Motion " That this Council make application to 

be affiliated to the West Midland Joint Industrial Council for Local Authorities Non-Trading Services 

(Manual Workers)" was, with the consent of the Council, withdrawn.  

JNO. HOWELL.  

Mayor.  
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MINUTES of the Committees of the Town Council to be submitted for approval at the Monthly 

Meeting of the Council to be held on Monday, 1st April, 1940.  

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 11th March, 1940. PresentτAldermen Leigh 

James, Pruen and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Dr. 

Curling Hayward and Morris (Alderman Pruen in the chair).  

1τHouses Unfit for Human Habitationτ(a) 95 Prestbury RoadτThe Committee considered the 

official representation of the Medical Officer of Health in regard to this house and the Rota Sub-

Committee reported their inspection of the premises. RESOLVED, That the Council being satisfied 

that the above mentioned premises are unfit for human habitation and are not capable at a 

reasonable expense of being rendered so fit, notices be given under Section 11 of the Housing Act, 

1936, to the Owner, to the persons having control of the house, and to the Mortgagees, if any, that 

the condition of the said house and any offer with respect to the carrying out of works or the future 

user of the house will be considered at a Meeting of this Committee to be held on the 8th April, 

1940.  

(b) 1 and 2 Lower Park Street and 16 Clare PlaceτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the 

owners of these houses had now carried out to his satisfaction the works required to render them fit 

for human habitation. RESOLVED, That their Undertakings be cancelled.  

(c) Bruton Cottage, Portland StreetτRead, letters from two of the persons interested in these 

premises requesting the Committee to allow an extended time for demolition. RESOLVED, That they 

be informed that the Committee cannot see their way to allow any extended time and that, if the 

house is not demolished within a reasonable time after the coming into operation of the Demolition 

Order, the Chairman be authorised to accept a tender for the demolition thereof.  

2τHousing Act, 1936--Certificates as to Fitness-5 Marlborough Place, Townsend Street ; and 15 and 

16 Clare PlaceτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owners of these houses had carried 

out to his satisfaction works which in his opinion would with reasonable care and maintenance 

render them fit for human habitation for a period of at least 10 years, RESOLVED, That certificates be 

issued to the Owners under Section 51 of the Housing Act, 1936, that the houses are fit for human 



habitation and will with reasonable care and maintenance remain so fit for a period of at least 10 

years.  

3τStatutory Nuisance-30 Montpellier Spa RoadτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the 

W.C. at these premises was in such a state as to be prejudicial to health and a nuisance RESOLVED, 

That notices be served tinder Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936, on the owner and occupier 

of the said premises requiring them to abate the nuisance and to execute such works and to take 

such steps as may be necessary for that purpose.  

4τSurrender of Diseased Meat, etc.τThe Medical Officer of Health reported the surrender of 1 qr. 

7 lbs Mutton ; 1 qr. Pork ; 12 lbs. Bacon ; 2 cwt. 6 lbs, Eggs and 1 cwt. 3 qrs. Cod fillets.  

5τMilk and Dairies Order, 1926τRESOLVED, That the application of Mr. Roy Prewett of 62 

Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham for registration as a Retail Purveyor of milk in the Borough from 

premises at 67 Winchcomb Street be granted subject to compliance with the provisions of the 

Order. 6τAnalyses of WaterτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his report of analyses of 

water taken since the last Meeting of the Committee.  

7τImmunisation ClinicτThe Medical Officer of Health recommended that a cupboard be purchased 

for the Clinic at a cost of about 3. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

8τFood and Drugs Act, 1938τThe Chief Sanitary Inspector submitted Certificates of the Public 

Analyst in respect of 1 sample of Cod Liver Oil, 1 sample of Cream Buns, 1 of Pork Sausage, 1 of 

Honey and 6 samples of Milk No. 35-40.  
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9τHealth Department Staffτ(a) The Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that Mr. A. L. Jones, District 

Sanitary Inspector had enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corps and he hoped in the meantime to 

be able to carry on the duties of the Department with the assistance of a member of the Rural 

District Council staff for meat inspection  

(b) TypistτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Medical Officer of Health, That the typist at 

present temporarily engaged in the Health Department be placed on the staff in Grade A, the 

appointment to be terminable by one month's notice on either side.  

10τOffensive Trade, Fish Frying τRead, letter from the Ministry of Health stating that the Ministry 

was not prepared to agree to a new Order declaring the trade of fish frying to be an offensive trade 

unless it can be shown that the powers of the Council relating to Statutory nuisances under the 

Public Health Act, 1936, are insufficient and suggesting that the Council should defer making any 

proposals with regard to controlling the trade by Byelaws. The Town Clerk reported that the present 

Byelaws would expire on the 30th September next. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to 

urge the Ministry to make an Order under Section 107 of the Public Health Act, 1936.  

11τAbattoirτa) Read, report of the Meeting of the Farms and Abattoir Sub-Committee held on the 

11th January with regard to the taking over of the Abattoir under the Government Scheme. The Sub-

Committee recommended (inter alia) that a charge of £1 1s. 0d. per quarter should be made for the 



office accommodation used by the contractors. RESOLVED, That the report be approved and 

adopted.  

(b) Read, letter of 7th inst. from the Ministry of Food with regard to the terms on which the Ministry 

have taken over the Abattoir. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to suggest a Meeting 

between representatives of the Ministry and representatives of the Corporation to discuss the 

matter.  

(c) TrolleysτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector recommended that to prevent edible offal being wasted as 

a result of being heaped together on the trolleys, each of the five trolleys should be fitted with 

hooks round the sides at a cost of £3 4s. 0d. each to enable the air to get to the meat The Town Clerk 

advised that as the Ministry of Food had now taken control of the Abattoir their attention should be 

called to this matter and to the recommendation of the Chief Sanitary Inspector but as this might 

involve delay and consequent waste it was RESOLVED That the Chief Sanitary Inspector be 

authorised to have the trolleys equipped with hooks as recommended by him.  

12τSlaughter House LicencesτThe Farms and Abattoir Sub-Committee reported their inspection of 

slaughter houses in the Borough and their recommendation with regard to the granting of licences. 

RESOLVED, That licences be granted under Section 57 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, in respect of 

the following premises subject in each case to the undermentioned conditions being carried out to 

the satisfaction of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.  

(a) 3 Commercial Street. Owner : Mr. T. JamesτDefective roof to be repaired, yard to be repaired, 

and eaves, spouts and downpipes to be fixed to the building over the entrance.  

(b) Rear of 5 Suffolk Parade. Owner : Mr. C. WalthamτCover to be provided over part of yard to 

prevent premises being overlooked. 

(c) Grosvenor Terrace, Albion Street. Owners : Exors. of H. Cuss, deceasedτDefective floor of 

adjoining room to be repaired.  

(d) Beulah Place, Prestbury Road. Owners : Messrs.. Waghorne Bros. 

(e) Dunalley Street. Owners : Mr. W. A. DavisτArtificial lighting to be improved and rear window 

screened.  

(f) Dunalley Parade. Owners Messrs. Holliday & Page Ltd.τDefective floor to be repaired and 

artificial lighting to be improved.  

(g) Victoria Street, St. Paul's. Owner : Mr. G. F. Tarr.  

13--Refuse Tip, Brooklyn RoadτThe Chairman read Memorial which he had received signed by 116 

residents in Brooklyn Road complaining of flies and smells coming from this tip. RESOLVED, That the 

tip be viewed.  

14τSewer, Hatherley RoadτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the cellar of No. 180 Hatherley 

Road was flooded on the 8th ult. as a result of a broken pipe in the sewer which caused a manhole 

to be filled to ground level with sewage and that he had received an account for £2 18s. 0d. from the 



builder called in to pump out the cellar. RESOLVED, That an ex-gratia payment of £2 18s. 0d. be 

made.  

15τSewer between Clarence Road and Wyman's BrookτThe Borough Surveyor reported that as a 

result of a subsidence it had been necessary to carry out certain works of repair to this sewer. 

RESOLVED, That this be approved. 

16τWindsor Street SewerτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the two manholes of this sewer 

had now been completed and the length of sewer thoroughly rodded and cleared so that no further 

trouble was anticipated. He proposed to examine this sewer from time to time and to carry out 

rodding if and when necessary. He also submitted two claims for compensation from occupiers of 

houses in Windsor Street who had suffered inconvenience as a result of manholes being constructed 

in their gardens. One claim amounted to £1 8s. 4d. and the other to £1. RESOLVED, That these be 

paid.  

ARTHUR S. F. PRUEN,  

Chairman.  
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HOUSING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 14th March, 1940. PresentτAlderman Pates ; 

Councillors Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, Grimwade and Morris (Alderman Pates in 

the chair).  

1τNo. 2 Jersey Street and 31 Sherborne StreetτThe Committee considered the complaints 

received from the nuisance caused by children getting into these premises and throwing bricks and 

debris about. The Borough Surveyor recommended that the site should be cleared and that a short 

length of wall adjoining the premises of the Brewery Co should be re-built to prevent trespass on to 

their premises. He estimated the total cost of this work to be £20. RESOLVED, That the Borough 

Surveyor be instructed to have the work carried out  

2τMoors EstateτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the footpath slabbing near the junction of 

Yarnold Terrace with Tewkesbury Road was not completed owing to the intended widening of the 

Railway Bridge, but, as this was not likely to be proceeded with, he recommended that the slabbing 

should be completed as originally approved. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

3τWhaddon EstateτLand in Dart RoadτThe Borough Surveyor reported that there was a small 

triangular plot of undeveloped land adjoining the last house in Dart Road. He recommended that the 

land should be fenced in and offered to one of the tenants on the estate as an allotment. RESOLVED, 

That this be agreed to and that the Housing Manager be instructed to offer it to one of the tenants 

on the estate at a rent of 2s 6d per annum.  

4τCollection of RentsτThe Report of the Housing Manager on the collection of rents was 

submitted and the Committee went through the list of tenants in arrear and gave instructions 

thereon. RESOLVED, That arrears amounting to £21 17 11 due from former tenants as set out in the 

list signed by the Chairman be written off as irrecoverable.  



5τLand, Tennyson Road----The Town Clerk reported that the tenants of houses in Tennyson Road 

were complaining of the nuisance caused by children obtaining access to the orchard land at the rear 

now let out in allotments RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to put a padlock on 

the entrance gate and supply the tenants of the allotments with keys.  

6τRepairs SuperintendentτThe Monthly Report of the Repairs Superintendent was submitted. 

RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to proceed with the external painting of the 

124 houses erected under Scheme " A " on the Whaddon Estate. RESOLVED, also, That the tenants 

be required to provide their own clothes-line posts-when the posts provided by the Corporation 

need replacing,  

7-32 Brook RoadτRESOLVED, That the application of the tenant of this house for permission to keep 

fowls be not granted as the Committee consider the garden is not large enough for this purpose  

8τSt. Mark's EstateτRESOLVED, That the applications of 4 tenants for the replacement of Kitchen 

Ranges with open grates be not granted at the present time.  

9τWhaddon Avenue and Pilley EstatesτThe Housing Manager reported that some of the tenants 

on these Estates had asked if the Corporation would have chain-link fencing erected between the 

back gardens in place of the present post and wire fence which allowed dogs to wander from one 

garden to another. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to report on the cost of 

providing this, and also what the cost would have been had the work been carried out before the 

war.  

10τStop Taps--The Housing Manager reported that a number of the houses on the various Estates 

were not provided with inside Stop Taps. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to 

submit estimate of the cost of providing these.  

11τNew HousesτRead, letter of 19th ult. from the Cheltenham Branch of the National Federation 

of Building Trades Operatives urging the Town Council to press the Minister of Health to allow the 

Council to proceed with the erection of new houses. They were of opinion that there was a great 

need for houses at the present time, and that there will be an increased demand in the near future 

when some of the factories that are now being erected commence production.  

The Town Clerk reminded the Committee that on the 8th September last the Ministry of Health 

circularised Local Authorities that the Minister would not be prepared for the time being to approve 

of the erection of further houses unless he was satisfied that there were exceptional circumstances 

which rendered the work of importance in the national interest, and that no further circular on the 

matter had yet been issued.  

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to forward a copy of the letter to the Ministry of 

Health, and to inform the Ministry that the Council are prepared to resume negotiations with the 

1933 Housing Society Ltd. for the erection of houses to let by the Company with the Corporation and 

Building Society's Guarantee tinder the Housing Act if the Ministry of Health are prepared to 

approve of the proposals and authorise the supply of the necessary building materials.  

J. P. PATES,  



Chairman. 
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STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 18th March, 1940, PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen Pates, Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and 

Morris (The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

1τRoad Works, etc.τThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of road works, etc., proposed to 

be carried out during the ensuing month. RESOLVED, That these be approved.  

2τRefuse Collection and DisposalτSalvageτ(a) The Borough Surveyor submitted letter from the 

Chamber of Commerce, also from Col. Biggs suggesting that a central depot should be opened to 

which the public could take their waste paper, etc. As requested by the Chamber he had arranged to 

give an Address at their Meeting to be held on the 9th April. RESOLVED, That the Committee do not 

think it is advisable to accumulate waste paper at one of the empty shops in Pittville Street owing to 

danger from fire, and that, as there is a daily collection of trade refuse in the principal shopping 

streets, and householders have been requested to hand all their waste paper and other salvage 

material to the Ashmen when they call each week, the Committee do not consider there is any need 

to open up a Receiving Depot in the centre of the town.  

(b) The Borough Surveyor reported that the Boy Scouts had collected 38 tons of waste paper during 

the three months ended the 31st December. During the month of February a total of 48 tons 18 cwt. 

56 lbs. of waste material had been salvaged. This included over 17 tons of waste paper and over 31 

tons of scrap metal ; the total value was £132 which included £85 for obsolete asphalt plant.  

(c) Refuse VehiclesτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to have a suitable slogan 

painted on the refuse freighters.  

(d) Brooklyn Road TipτThe Borough Surveyor submitted report on the complaints made to the 

Public Health Committee of the alleged nuisance from this tip. With regard to sub-soil seepage from 

the tip the Borough Surveyor reported that he had arranged to construct a drain along the whole 

length of the tip with a small underground filter at an estimated cost of £70. The covering of the tip 

had been unavoidably delayed owing to the difficulty experienced during the recent heavy frost 

when it was impossible to excavate the necessary covering material. The covering of the tip was now 

being proceeded with all speed. The practice of depositing the abattoir waste at the tip had now 

been discontinued, and he did not anticipate that there would be any further cause for complaint. 

The first terrace of the tip would be completed in about six weeks' time and seeded down before the 

end of the summer. RESOLVED, That the steps taken by the Borough Surveyor be approved.  

3τTransportτ(a) The Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 12th inst. from Mark Williams & Co. 

Ltd., that the charge for the hire of 1 ton lorries would be increased from 4s 6d to 5s 2d per hour, 

and for the 4-5 ton lorries from 6s 3d to 7sper hour. 

(b) Overhaul of VehiclesτThe Borough Surveyor reported that owing to the increase in price of 

motor repairs and the possible shortage of spare parts, it was advisable that the lorries belonging to 



the Corporation should be overhauled. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to see if he could arrange 

for the mechanics of the Fire Brigade to undertake this work.  

4τBrooklyn RoadτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the work of widening Brooklyn Road 

involved the removal of the hedge in front of the improvement line, but that the builders had not 

yet erected their fences to the new line and they now stated that there was a difficulty in obtaining 

the necessary timber for this work. RESOLVED, That in these circumstances the Borough Surveyor be 

instructed not to proceed with the widening until the builders are able to arrange for the erection of 

the front fences behind the hedge.  

5τCentral DepotτStore-keeperτRESOLVED, That the application of Mr. F. C. Horlock, Chief Store-

keeper, for an increase in salary be granted. RESOLVED, That he be transferred from Grade E 

(present salary £225) to the maximum of Grade F (£250 per annum)..  

6τBorough Surveyor's DepartmentτThe Borough Surveyor submitted application from E. F. 

Hayling, Wages and Cost Clerk, to be transferred from Grade B to Grade C The transfer would not 

involve any immediate increase apart from the ordinary increment on 1st April. RESOLVED, That the 

application be granted.  

7τView CommitteeτRead, report of the Meeting of the View Committee held on the 13th inst. 

PresentτThe Deputy Mayor (in the chair) ; Alderman Clara Winterbotham ; Councillors Grimwade 

and Morris.  

They recommended as follows :τ 

(a) 29 St. George's RoadτThat the offer of Miss Gardiner to surrender a piece of land belonging to 

this house be not accepted at the present time as the surrender of the land would only improve the 

vision by a very small amount.  
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(b) Rowland TerraceτThat the application for the repair and taking over of this road be not granted.  

(c) Cleevemount Road and Welland Lodge RoadτThat the application of the architects for the 

Corporation to take over these roads be not acceded to until the various defects pointed out to the 

builders' representatives have been carried out to the satisfaction of the Borough Surveyor. 

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the View Committee be approved and adopted.  

8-115 Tewkesbury RoadτRead, letter of 15th inst. from the Housing Manager that when this house 

was purchased by the Corporation, the Corporation were not informed that the electrical installation 

had been installed on the hire purchase system by a former tenant, The amount outstanding 

including arrears on the hire purchase agreement was £8 4s. 0d. payable by weekly instalments of 1s 

a week RESOLVED, That the Committee agree to take over the installation and pay the Electrical 

Facilities Ltd. the sum of £6 10s. 6d. in full settlement of the amount outstanding under the 

Agreement.  

9τTraffic Light signals- Read, circular of 28th ult. from the Ministry of Transport that an 

investigation was now being made with a view to determining whether it would be possible to 



approve a modified system of lighting traffic light signals, and that a further communication would 

be sent to Local Authorities as soon as the investigation was completed  

10τFootpath, Jersey Avenue to All Saints' ChurchτRead, letter from the Churchwarden of All 

Saints' Church asking if the Council would be willing to take over the footpath constructed by the 

Church to give access to the Church from Jersey Avenue as the path was now used as a short cut by 

the public. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned for view.  

11τGardner's LaneτRead, letter of 25th ult. from the Animals Welfare Association drawing 

attention to the bad state of the road surface of Gardner's Lane, RESOLVED, That as this road has not 

been taken over by the Corporation, the Committee are unable to carry out any extensive repairs 

and they do not feel justified at the present time in calling on the abutting owners to make up the 

road.  

12τPittville Street Improvement SchemeτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the County Council 

had agreed to pay £7,500 on account of the County Council's contribution towards this Scheme. 

With regard to the Council's application for an increased contribution to that already promised, the 

County Council suggested that a decision on this application should be deferred until the end of the 

War. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

13τBorough Surveyor's Department--Highways SuperintendentτThe Chairman reported that on 

the occasion of the A.R.P. Exercise on 10th March, Mr. W. R. Armistead, Highways Superintendent, 

was not present at the Depot to take charge and that the Borough Surveyor had to rely on the 

Yardmen to take the telephone messages from the Report Centre and arrange for the despatch of 

the Road Repair Parties assembled at the Depot to deal with the various incidents. Mr. Armistead 

attended the Committee and stated that he was not interested in Air Raid Precautions and that, 

while in the event of an Air Raid he would be prepared to do his duty as Highways Superintendent, 

he was not prepared to undergo a course of gas training, without which he could not efficiently carry 

out the duties in the event of a gas attack. RESOLVED, That the Committee regret the attitude 

adopted by the Highways Superintendent, and that the Borough Surveyor be instructed to ask the 

senior Road Foreman to undertake the necessary work in connection with the Air Raid Precautions 

Scheme.  

J. H. TRYE, Chairman.  

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 21st March, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Clara F. Winterbotham and Ward ; Councillors Green, Grimwade and Morris (The Deputy 

Mayor in the chair).  

14τBorough Surveyor's DepartmentτHighways SuperintendentτThe Chairman and Borough 

Surveyor reported that they had interviewed Mr. Timms, the Senior road foreman and arranged for 

him to undertake the necessary work under the Air Raid Precautions Scheme in connection with the 

Road etc. Repair Parties. Mr. Armistead attended and informed the Committee that his 

unwillingness to undertake A.R.P. work was on account of medical grounds, but that he was 

prepared to help so far as he was able. He regretted that he gave the Committee a wrong impression 

at the previous meeting.  

J. H. TRYE, Chairman.  
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TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 21st March, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen E. L. Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham; Councillors Bendall and Moore (Alderman E. L. 

Ward in the chair)  

1τPlans of New BuildingsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings, namely :τ  

No. of Plan.                  Name.                               Description. 

              5323 (Revised)   College Council          Alterations, Cheltenham College.  

              5328             Colwell, E.                    Lavatory, Devon, Prestbury Road.  

              5329             Wills, A.                       Garage (Private), 128 St. George's Road. 

              5330             Pates, W. J.                    Garage (Private), 46 Painswick Road. 

              5331             Rogers & Davies                 Detached house, Beaufort Road. 

              5332             Price, W. D.                    Garage (Private), 78 Tennyson Road, 

              5333             Rotol Airscrews Ltd.            Conversion of dwelling house into offices, 3  

Keynsham Bank, Upper High Street. 

              5334             Gregory, E. J.                  Garage (Private), 23 St., Phillip's Street. 

              5335             Adcock, A. R.                   Garage (Private), 88 Priors Road. 

              5336             Cooke, S. J.                    Garage (Private), 92 Priors Road. 

 

Decisions under Byelawsτ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5332, 5333, 5335 and 5336 be approved ; That Plan No. 5323 be 

approved subject to the drains under the building being constructed in heavy cast iron ; That Plan 

No. 5328 be approved subject to the sanitary work being carried out to the satisfaction of the 

Sanitary Inspector ; That Plan No. 5329 be approved subject to the building being constructed of 

incombustible materials ; That Plans Nos. 5330 and 5334 be approved subject to the doors opening 

inwards, and in the case of Plan No 5334 to the surface water being carried to a soakaway ; That 

Plan No. 5331 be approved subject to the surface water drainage being connected with the surface 

water sewers.  

Decisions under Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 1933τ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5323, 5328, 5329, 5331, 5332, 5334, 5335 and 5336 be approved ; That 

Plan No 5330 be approved subject to the owner entering into an undertaking that the building will 

not be used for any other purpose than as a garage except with the consent of the Council ; That 

Plan No. 5333 be approved subject to premises ceasing to be used as offices on cessation of 

hostilities or such longer period as the Council may permit.  

7-Town Planning AreaτPlansτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) 

Order, 1933:-  



No. of Plan.                 Name.                                    Description. 

 

RESOLVED, That Plan No. 1638 be approved.  

3τApplications to DevelopτThe Borough Surveyor submitted application of 18th inst. from J. A. Pye 

for amendments to the lay-out of the Orchard Estate. He reported that the proposed amendments 

would seriously affect the good planning of that area and would have the effect of making the 

present development an isolated unit instead of being part of a comprehensive scheme over a large 

area. RESOLVED, That the application be not granted.  

4τAllotmentsτBishops CleeveτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 20th inst. from the Clerk 

to the Bishops Cleeve Parish Council asking for the small cricket ground at Bishops Cleeve to be 

scheduled for allotments. RESOLVED, That the Parish Council be informed that the Committee is 

prepared to schedule the land for allotment purposes as requested, but they desire to point out that 

the land may be costly having regard to the proposed use and that in consequence thereof the 

Parish Council may desire to reconsider the matter with a view to finding a less costly piece of land.  

5τMr. J. Walker, DeceasedτRESOLVED, That the Committee desire to record their deep regret at 

the death of Mr. J. Walker and their appreciation of the valuable work carried out by him as a 

member of this Committee, and that the Town Clerk be instructed to convey to the members of Mr. 

Walker's family the Committee's sympathy with them in their sad loss.  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman.  
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TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 15th March, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor ; Aldermen 

Pates, Ward ; Councillors Avery. Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, Grimwade, Smith & Waite ; 

and Mr. R. B. Seaton (Councillor Waite in the chair),  

1τEntertainments Sub-CommitteeτRead, reports of the Entertainments Sub-Committee of their 

Meetings held on the 27th February and 12th March.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows:- 

(a) Whitsuntide FeteτThat the tender of Mr. R. Edwards to pay £110 for the right to provide the 

Amusement Fair at the Whitsuntide Fete from the 10th to the 14th May inclusive be accepted.  

(b) Town HallτThat the free use of the Refreshment Room be granted for the Annual Meeting of the 

Municipal Officers Guild on the 19th March, and also that the free use of the Drawing Room be 

granted for the A.R.P Umpires Meeting on the 12th March.  

(c) BarτThat, having received notice that the Liquidators of Ian Gordon Ltd. are unable to continue 

providing the bar after the 30th inst , tenders be invited by advertisement for the right to provide 

the bar up to the 31st May, and that the Sub-Committee be authorised to accept a tender  



RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

2τSummer Bands--The Entertainments Sub-Committee reported that they had considered the 

provision of bands and dances for the ensuing Summer season and RESOLVED to recommend as 

follows :τ  

(a) That Mr. Arthur Cole's tender of £50 per week to provide the following be accepted: 

SundaysτBand of 14 to give an Orchestral Concert at the Town Hall in the evenings. 

Tuesday and Friday EveningsτOrchestra of 10 to play at the Town Hall for Cafe Entertainment and, 

when weather permitting, to play on the terrace outside the Drawing Room. 

Thursday EveningsτOrchestra of 6 to play at Cafe Variety Entertainment . 

Every Weekday MorningτThe usual Quartet to play in the Drawing Room. 

Acceptance of the tender to be subject to the usual Agreement being entered into, and to the right 

of the Committee to discontinue the Tuesday and Friday evening Cafe Entertainment after the 30th 

June if these do not prove successful.  

(b) That the Summer Programme commence at Whitsuntide.  

(c) That Dances be held at the Town Hall on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturday evenings, and that 

Mr. Billy Gammon's tender to provide a Dance Band at the following rates be accepted, subject to 

the usual Agreement being entered into :τ  

Evenings (8 p.m. to midnight)          £7 7s. 0d. 

Evenings (9 p.m. to 1 a.m.)      .        £8 0s. Od 

Evenings (9 p.m. to 2 a.m.)                     £10 0s. 0d. 

Afternoon (3 p.m. to 6 p.m.) and Evening (8 p.m. to 12 p.m.) £12 0s. Od 

 

If during any one week three or more Dances are played for, a reduction of £1 in the total fees for 

the week to be made.  

3τAlstone Bathsτ(a) The Borough Surveyor submitted the following suggestions made by the 

Superintendent : That the charge for mixed bathing should be reduced from 6d. to 4d. and that 

mixed bathing should be the rule except during special reservations That the charge for children 

under 16 should be reduced from 3d. to 2d., and that the washing-baths should be available every 

weekday during the winter months instead of Saturdays as at present, and that the Baths should 

close at noon on Bank holidays. RESOLVED, That the Committee approve of the suggestion of the 

Superintendent that there should always be mixed bathing except during special reservations and 

also to keep open the slipper baths every weekday in the winter, but that his other suggestions be 

not adopted.  

(b) RESOLVED, That members of the Blackout Club and Y.M.0 A. up to and including the age of 18 be 

admitted to the Swimming Baths and Swimming Pool at the same rate as charged to children, 

namely 3d. per head, subject to production of their membership card or badge.  
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(c) Technical CollegeτRead, application from the Technical College for the grant of 4 free half-

season tickets and 11 free full-season tickets to students who had obtained the Intermediate 

Certificate and Bronze Medallion or Bar to the Bronze Medallion of the Royal Life Saving Society. 

RESOLVED, That the application be granted.  

(d) Cheltenham Schools' Swimming AssociationτRead, application from the Cheltenham Schools' 

Swimming Association for the grant of 121 full-season tickets and 136 half-season tickets for children 

who have gained the Bronze Medallion or Bar and Intermediate Certificates respectively of the Royal 

Life Saving Society during the Season 1939.RESOLVED, That the application be granted.  

(e) Central SchoolτRead, application from Mr. E. G. Winter of the Central School for the grant of 38 

full-season tickets and 24 half-season tickets for scholars who had obtained the Medallion or bar, 

and Intermediate Certificate of the Royal Life Saving Society during the 1939 Season. RESOLVED, 

That the application be granted. RESOLVED, also, That the request that the free tickets should also 

be available for the Swimming Pool be not granted.  

4τMontpellier Bathsτ(a) The Monthly Report of the Superintendent was submitted.  

(b) Swimming BathτRESOLVED, That the application of the Girls' Grammar School for extended 

reservation hours be granted, and that they be allowed to reserve the Bath at the same charge as 

hitherto on Mondays and Wednesday afternoons from 2.30 to 6.15 p.m. RESOLVED, also, That 

Glyngarth School be allowed to reserve the Bath from the 3rd May to the 26th July on two mornings 

a week from 12.15 to 1 p.m.  

5τConferencesτRead, letters from the National Union of General & Municipal Workers and the 

Royal Liver Friendly Society stating that after careful consideration they had decided not to hold 

their Annual Conference in Cheltenham in view of the fact that sufficient suitable hotel 

accommodation is not available.  

6τSandford Park Swimming PoolτRead, letter of 26th ult. from Mr. W. H. Brasher asking if the 

Committee would allow early morning season tickets to include admission on Sunday mornings. 

RESOLVED, That this be not agreed to in view of the large attendances on fine Sunday mornings 

when the public have to pay the ordinary charges.  

7τPittville Pump RoomτRead, application from the Infant Welfare Association for the free use of 

the Pittville Gardens and Pump Room for the Annual Tea for the mothers attending the Infant 

Welfare Centres. RESOLVED, That this be granted subject to the date arranged being convenient.  

T. WILFRED WAITE, Chairman.  
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ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 20th March, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor; 

Councillors Addis, Grimwade and Rogers (Councillor Rogers in the chair).  



1τStreet Lighting--The Borough Electrical Engineer reported that the remaining 120 street light 

fittings had been delivered and erection was proceeding in the positions approved by the 

Committee. RESOLVED, That the question of the further extension of war time street lighting be 

reviewed at the next Meeting of the Committee instead of at the May Meeting and that Minute No. 

1a of the last Minutes of the Committee be amended accordingly.  

2τDamage to Lamp Standardsτ(a) It was reported that a lorry belonging to Tuckers Transport, 

Cardiff, had damaged a lamp standard at the corner of Suffolk Road and Painswick Road, RESOLVED, 

That a claim be made on the owners of the lorry for £20 3s. 8d. for the cost of repairing the lamp 

post.  

(b) It was reported that a lorry belonging to Messrs. J. B. Williams & Co., Gloucester, had damaged a 

lamp standard at the junction of Ashford Road and Tivoli Road, RESOLVED, That a claim be made 

against the owners of the lorry for £12 11s. 10d. being the estimated damage to the lamp, but the 

replacement of the lamp be deferred for the present.  

(c) It was reported that a lamp post in Keynsham Road outside Kennedy Lodge had been damaged by 

an unknown person. RESOLVED, That this lamp standard be not replaced until full street lighting is 

again resumed as it may be desirable to rearrange the light in this position.  

3τOverhead Lines--The Town Clerk reported that the Minister of Transport had consented to the 

erection of an overhead line at Haydon.  

4τContract for Supply to WorksτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that the Manager of a 

power consumer had informed him that their works had closed down temporarily for manufacture 

on 9th January and they wished to be released from their Contract or that the Contract should be 

temporarily suspended. RESOLVED, That the Company be required to pay the charges provided for in 

the Contract up to 31st March and that the Contract be then temporarily suspended and the power 

supply cut off and that the Company be charged for light at the ordinary rural lighting rate.  

5τA.R.P. Protective Clothing etc.τThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that the protective 

clothing and other equipment which had hitherto been borrowed would no longer be available and 

that it was necessary that this equipment should be replaced RESOLVED, That he be authorised to 

purchase 10 sets of the necessary clothing etc. at a cost of about £50. 

6τCottages at StavertonτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that he had received an 

application for the supply of electricity to two cottages at Staverton. RESOLVED, That supply be given 

on the usual terms and that application be made to the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to the 

erection of an overhead service line.  

7τWar Department Depot, Barrow Farm, BoddingtonτThe Town Clerk reported that the 

Agreement in respect of the supply to this building had not yet been approved by the War Office. 

RESOLVED, That he be instructed to write to the Headquarters of the Southern Command pressing 

for this Agreement to be approved and executed.  

8τCables Near Malvern Road Station--RESOLVED, That the Common Seal be affixed to an 

undertaking entered into with the Great 'Western Railway Company indemnifying them against any 



additional expense incurred in reconstructing or repairing their railway bridge near Malvern Road 

Station as a result of the laying of electric cables in the roadway over the bridge.  

9τFraudulent Abstraction of ElectricityτIt was reported that Mrs. G. L. Hopkins of 6 Russell Place 

had fraudulently abstracted electricity to the value of £2 by inserting metal discs in the prepayment 

meter RESOLVED, That Superintendent Hopkins be asked to take proceedings,  

10τGas TestsτRead, Reports of Gas Tests made on the 27th ult. the 4th, 10th, 14th and 19th inst. 

which showed the Calorific value on these dates to be 479.7, 474.5, 479.8, 471.0 and 472.0 B.Th.U. 

per cubic foot respectively and the pressure to be 9.9, 8.7, 9.6, 9.6 and 8.9 inches of water 

respectively.  

STANLEY ROGERS,  

Chairman.  
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WATER COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 12th March, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Alderman Ward ; Councillors Barnett and Dr. Hayward (Alderman Ward in the chair).  

1τBorough Engineer's ReportτThe Monthly Report of the Borough Engineer was read :τ  

DAILY YIELD OF SPRINGS. 

                                           For month ended                Average for corresponding period  

                                          29th February, 1940                 during the past 3 years 

           Hewletts Springs      384,000 gallons                     318,000 gallons 

           Dowdeswell Springs  нΣнпмΣллл  ά                           мΣсотΣллл  ά 

           Leckhampton Springs       рпΣллл  ά                              58,000 

                                            2,679,000                            2,013,000 

 

                                     CONTENTS OF RESERVOIRS.  

                      Estimated Usable Quantity about ...  ...   101,223,000 gallons. 

 

2τInspectionsτThe Borough Engineer reported the work carried out by the Water Inspectors 

during the month of February.  

3τAppealsτThe cases entered in the Appeals Book were considered, and the rates settled and 

adjusted  

4τHewletts Reservoirτ(a) The Borough Engineer reported that the 18 inch outlet main had now 

been sterilised and washed out and was ready for use at any time.  

(b) Boundary WallτThe Borough Engineer reported that about 30 yards of the boundary wall was in 

a dangerous condition and he had found it necessary to pull it down, and he was having this re-

erected. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  



5τExtensions to Mainsτ(a) R.A.S.C. Depot, AshchurchτThe Borough Engineer reported further 

negotiations in regard to the supply of about 50,000 to 60,000 gallons per day for the new R.A.S.C. 

Depot at Ashchurch. RESOLVED, That the Committee agree to reduce the charge for the water to be 

supplied to the Rural District Council for consumption at the Camp from 1s 3d to 1s per 1,000 

gallons, subject to the Rural District Council undertaking to pass the whole of this reduction on to 

the Army Authorities. 

(b) Benhall FarmτThe Borough Engineer reported that he had now received instructions to proceed 

with the laying of the new Water Main in Gloucester Road for the supply to the temporary 

Government Offices in course of erection at Benhall Farm.  

6τSandford Water WorksτThe Borough Engineer reported that the additional electrical pumping 

unit had now been delivered and that when it was fixed he proposed to use this instead of the 

existing steam plant.  

7τHome or Lower FarmτEight Gabled HouseτRead, letter from Mr. F. Pope of Dowdeswell Court 

drawing attention to the bad state of repair of the old Eight Gabled House, and the Borough 

Surveyor reported on his inspection of the property. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned 

and that the Town Clerk be instructed to enquire of Mr. Pope whether he would he prepared to 

make an offer for the purchase of the property in view of the fact that this adjoins his premises.  

8τDowdeswell ReservoirτRead, report of damage to the fence of this Reservoir by a motor lorry on 

the 26th ult. The Town Clerk reported that the cost of making good the damage had now been paid.  

9τCommitteeτRESOLVED, That Councillor S. C. Morris be appointed a member of the Committee 

in place of Councillor P. T. Smith who has resigned in his favour.  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman. 
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GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 19th March, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen Pruen, Ward and Clara Winterbotham ; Councillors Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, 

Grimwade and Waite (Alderman Trye in the chair).  

1τDiseases Amongst Animalsτ(a) Superintendent Hopkins reported that the Borough was free 

from contagious diseases amongst animals.  

(b) The Town Clerk submitted the Warble Fly (Dressing of Cattle) Amendment Order which had been 

published as required by the Ministry.  

2τHackney Carriage Licencesτ(a) RESOLVED, That the application of Mr. S. C. Pritchett for the 

transfer of the licence formerly held by Mr. Clark in respect of Taxi GN95 and for a Driver's Licence 

be granted. 



(b) RESOLVED, That the application of Mr. A. R. Wilson for the granting of an additional Hackney 

Carriage Licence be granted subject to a satisfactory report on the vehicle being received from the 

Motor Hackney Carriage Inspector and from Superintendent Hopkins.  

3τMarle Hill HouseτRead, letter of 18th inst. from the tenants of Marle Hill House giving notice to 

terminate their tenancy on 29th September next.  

4τSalvation ArmyτRESOLVED, That the sum of £20 be subscribed as last year to the Salvation 

Army, £10 of which to be allocated to the Slum and Goodwill Centre at Tewkesbury Road and £10 to 

the Bath Road Centre.  

5τAmbulance HeadquartersτRead, letter of 9th inst. from Mr. S. T. Davis, Honorary Secretary of 

the Ambulance Headquarters, that he had been instructed by his Board of Management to ask if the 

Corporation could assist them during the war by increasing their grant from £200 to £300 per 

annum. They were faced with the immediate purchase of a new ambulance at a cost of about £600 

The many appeals on behalf of war charities and the Red Cross made it difficult for them to appeal 

to the public, Mr. S. T. Davis attended RESOLVED, That the Council be recommended to make an 

increased grant of £75 per annum for the period of the war, subject to the Charlton Kings Urban 

District Council and the Cheltenham Rural District Council making a like contribution between them 

of £25.  

6τHouse to House Collection ActτThe Town Clerk submitted the following applications for licences 

to promote House to House Collections --  

aƛǎǎ Wƻŀƴ 9ǎǘŎƻǳǊǘ Χ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ IƻǳǎŜΣ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ DǊŜŜƴΣ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ 

Diocesan Association for Moral Welfare Work. 32 collectors.  

Miss F. M. Ramsay ... District Nursing Association, Victoria Home, St. James' Square, Cheltenham. 

Collection from annual subscribers, 4 collectors.  

RESOLVED, That the applications be granted subject to compliance with the House to House 

Collection Regulations,  

7τRiding Establishments Act, 1939τThe Town Clerk reported that under this Act the Corporation 

were empowered to authorise duly registered Veterinary Surgeons to inspect any premises used as 

riding establishments. Read, circular from the National Veterinary Medical Association 

recommending that there should be a minimum of four inspections per annum, and that the 

minimum fee to be paid to Veterinary Surgeons should be one guinea per inspection, plus travelling 

expenses. RESOLVED, That the Committee do not think it is necessary to institute an inspection of 

riding establishments in Cheltenham at present.  

8τShops ActτRead, circular of 7th inst. from the Home Office that as from 17th March the earlier 

hours for the closing of shops will cease to apply, and that the general closing hours under the Shops 

(Hours of Closing) Act 1928 will again be in force.  

9τPrices of Goods ActτRead, circular of 21st ult. from the Local Price Regulation Committee, 

Albion Chambers, Bristol, drawing attention to the appointment of this Committee which had been 

formed to carry out the provisions of this Act, and asking the Council to display notices on public 



buildings drawing attention to the provisions of the Act. The Town Clerk reported that notices had 

been displayed accordingly.  

111 

10τEvacuation SchemeτThe Town Clerk reported that the Ministry of Health has informed him 

that no further school children would be evacuated to Cheltenham under the New Evacuation 

Scheme.  

11τMunicipal OfficesτThe Committee considered recommendation of the Finance Committee that 

the Offices should be closed during the lunch hour RESOLVED, That the Committee do not consider 

this is desirable or practicable.  

12τNumbering of Houses, &c.τRESOLVED, That the new road on the Orchard Estate, running 

parallel with Hawthorn Road, be named Tanners Road ; also that the plan of numbering of houses on 

the Estate be approved.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman.  

FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 18th March, 1940. PresentτAlderman Ward ; 

Councillors Bush, Green and Grimwade : Messrs. Harris and Wiggett (Councillor Grimwade in the 

chair).  

1τMonthly Report of Acting Chief Officer--The Acting Chief Officer reported that since the last 

Meeting the Brigade had attended 15 calls to fire, as follows:- 

 1940 

28th February  Town Hall (Malicious false alarm) 

1st March         Smith's Systems. 

2nd                8 Old Bath Road. 

2nd               Cleeve Hill. 

3rd              North Street Motors. 

3rd               Cleeve Hill. 

3rd                Queensholme, Pittville Circus Road. 

4th            Castleton, Cirencester Road, Charlton Kings. 

4th             Brooklyn Road. 

6th            Park House, The Park. 

7th           Rodney Road Car Park. 

8th               103 Albion Street. 

10th              Hartley Hill, Charlton Kings. 

10th             Timbercombe Lane, Charlton Kings. 

11th                 10 Suffolk Parade. 

 



2τAuxiliary Fire Serviceτ(a) ExerciseτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that 100 personnel took 

part in the Exercise in Cheltenham on 10th March. 17 Trailer pumps and towing vehicles were 

brought into action, and 27 seventy-five foot lengths of hose were used. 1 large Trailer pump and 

crew also attended the combined Exercise at Bristol on the 17th inst.  
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(b) Canvas DamsτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that recently wilful damage had been caused to 

the Canvas Dam situate at the entrance to Smith's Systems' premises by cutting the canvas with 

pocket knives. The matter had been reported to the police who were making further enquiries. In 

accordance with Circular No. 20 of 6th inst. from the Home Office, he had now given instructions for 

all canvas dams to be dismantled, dried and stored where they would be accessible for immediate 

transportation to any part of the Borough when required. 

(c) Steel DamτRESOLVED, That when the 5,000 gallon steel dam is received, the Acting Chief Officer 

be instructed to arrange for this to be placed on the land adjoining Martyn's works.  

(d) Equipment τRead, circular No. 31 of 23rd ult. enclosing copy of the Air Raid Precautions (Storage 

and Loan of Equipment) Regulations. RESOLVED, That this be referred to the Acting Chief Officer.  

(e) Military ServiceτThe Town Clerk submitted Circulars No. 15 and 17 from the Home Office in 

regard to military service of Auxiliary Fire Service Personnel. RESOLVED, That these be referred to 

the Acting Chief Officer. 

(f) FoodτRead, circular No. 16 of 27th ult. from the Home Office that a single meal should be 

provided free of charge to whole-time personnel whilst on night duty at Auxiliary Fire Stations at a 

cost not exceeding 1s per head. RESOLVED, That the Acting Chief Officer be instructed to see what 

arrangements can be made for the provision of this meal, and that the Chairman be authorised to 

approve of any arrangements made provided the cost does not exceed the amount authorised by 

the Home Office. RESOLVED, also, That it be left to the Chairman to accept a tender if he thinks it 

advisable for two days supply of emergency rations for personnel in case of serious fires involving 

long periods of fire fighting in accordance with Circular No. 8.  

3τWinchcomb Fire BrigadeτRead, letter of 4th inst. from the Cheltenham Rural District Council 

asking if the Council would allow the Acting Chief Officer to visit Winchcomb and give a course of 

instruction to the Winchcomb Fire Brigade RESOLVED, That the Committee are prepared to 

undertake this training at a charge of £2 per man, subject to the District Council arranging for the 

conveyance of the Officer to and from Winchcomb.  

4τThe late Mr. Haslam's PremisesτThe Committee further considered the question of the 

purchase of these premises which would make convenient stores for Fire Brigade equipment in view 

of their close proximity to the Fire Station. The Town Clerk submitted letter of 12th inst. from the 

District Valuer in regard to the price at which the property might be purchased. RESOLVED, That the 

question of the purchase of this property be not proceeded with at present.  

5τMutual Assistance SchemeτRead, letter of 12th inst. from the Town Clerk, Swindon, that his 

Council was considering their obligations under the Fire Brigades Act which required Fire Authorities 

to enter into mutual assistance arrangements with other Fire Authorities, and asking whether the 



Council would be prepared to enter into an arrangement for mutual support with his Council in 

respect of the Borough of Swindon and the Rural Districts of Highworth, Cricklade and Wootten 

Bassett. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned until the next Meeting of the Committee and 

that the Acting Chief Officer be instructed to submit report on the question of mutual assistance to 

neighbouring Fire Authorities.  

H. C. GRIMWADE,  

Chairman 
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ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 11th March, 1940, PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bendall, Bush Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith; Messrs. A. Ball, H. G. Stokes and E. M. Yeend 

(Councillor Smith in the chair).  

1τAllotments InspectionτThe Gardens Superintendent reported a marked improvement in the 

cultivation of the allotments during the last month, but the following allotments were still in an 

unsatisfactory state of cultivation, viz. Nos. 24 and 38 Alma Road, Nos. 3 and 20 Creamery Piece, No. 

20 Baglin's Piece, Nos. 27 and 28 North Ward, Nos. 78, 92 and 96 Marle Hill and Nos. 19 to 23 

Hatherley Road, The Town Clerk reported that Nos. 24 and 38 Alma Road, No, 20 Creamery Piece 

and No. 78 Marle Hill had just been re-let, No. 3 Creamery Piece and Nos. 19-23 Hatherley Road 

were vacant and Nos. 92 and 96 Marle Hill were let to the Unemployed Allotment Association. 

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to write to the Tenants of No. 20 Baglin's Piece, Nos. 

27 and 28 North 1,Vard and also the Unemployed Allotment Association calling their attention to the 

necessity for the cultivation of the land.  

2τArrears of Rent τThe Borough Treasurer submitted statement of the arrears outstanding. 

RESOLVED, That he be instructed to write off the arrears in respect of No 15 Baglin's Piece, Nos. 76, 

77, 98 and 109 Asquith Road, Nos. 14 and 80 Marle Hill and No. 89 North Ward, RESOLVED, also, 

That the Town Clerk be instructed to write to other Tenants in arrear and to take proceedings 

against them if necessary.  

3τre Well on Allotment No. 35 North WardτThe Borough Surveyor reported that as instructed he 

had inspected this well, which he found to be 16 ft. deep with 9 ft. 3 ins. depth of water at present: 

It was situate in the corner of this allotment, approximately 4 ft. to the centre of the well from the 

roadway. From information he obtained it appeared that the well dries up in the Summer. The 

Tenant of the allotment had been interviewed and stated that the well was originally covered by a 

stone slab at a depth of about 3 ft. and the pump was fixed adjacent to the road. The pump gave 

trouble continuously and was removed about six years ago and the well was not used until the 

Tenant opened it up about 12 months ago by removing the stone slab and fixing an old barrel on the 

top of the brickwork. The Tenant raised no objection to Tenants of neighbouring allotments making 

reasonable use of the well RESOLVED, That no action be taken at the present time.  



4τRebates in RentτRESOLVED, That the Tenants of No. 8 Wasley's Field, Nos. 24 and 38 Alma 

Road, Nos. 167 and 168 North Ward, Nos. 89 and 91 Asquith Road and No 20a Creamery Piece be 

granted the use of these allotments rent free to 29th September next in view of their bad condition.  

5τNos. 19 and 20 Hatherley Road AllotmentsτThe Town Clerk reported that the Tenant of these 

allotments had never cultivated the same although he signed the Tenancy Agreement in August 

1939. He had found the allotments too far away and was under the impression that he had given 

verbal notice to quit. RESOLVED, That in the circumstances the arrears amounting to 8s be written 

off and the allotments re-let.  

6τAllotment No. 7 Tennyson Road--The Town Clerk reported that he had been unable to let this 

allotment The Gardens Superintendent also reported that it was low-lying, frequently flooded and in 

a very bad condition. RESOLVED, That the allotment be let rent free if a Tenant can be found.  

7τAllotment No. 124 Marle Hill EstateτRESOLVED, That this allotment be let at the reduced rent of 

9s per annum in view of the existence of a well on the same which precluded an area being 

cultivated.  

8τWar-Time Food Production in Allotments and Private GardensτRead, letter of 7th inst. from the 

Clerk of the County Council asking for an estimate of expenditure for the period commencing 1st 

April, 1940 and ending 31st March, 1941 and stating that the Agricultural Education Sub-Committee 

considered that the establishment of five demonstration plots might be undertaken by the Parks 

staff as suggested by the Ministry of Agriculture and the estimated cost of £15, previously 

submitted, be off-set by sales of produce. RESOLVED, That the estimate of the Gardens 

Superintendent amounting to £50 for providing lectures, advertising, fencing of demonstration plots 

etc. be approved. RESOLVED, also, That the Parks and Recreation Grounds Committee be asked to 

bear the cost of cultivating the five demonstration plots, taking proceeds from any sales of produce.  

P. T. SMITH,  

Chairman.  
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PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 11th March, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bush, Bendall, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith (Councillor Green in the chair).  

1τNew Recreation Ground, Whaddon RoadτIt was reported that this Ground was ready to be 

taken over from the Contractors on 1st April. RESOLVED, That the Ground be opened on Thursday, 

20th March so as to be available for the Easter holidays. RESOLVED, also, That Mr. W. G. Ives be 

appointed Custodian at a wage of £2 13s. 2d. per week, to commence his duties on the day of 

opening.  

2τDemonstration Allotmentsτ(a) CultivationτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the 

Allotments Committee, That this Committee undertake the cultivation of the five demonstration 

plots in various parts of the town and that no charge be made for cultivation, this Committee to take 

proceeds of sale of produce.  



(b) Notice Boards, Labels, Fencing etc.τThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the plots in 

Sandford Park and Winter Gardens would require fencing off and also the provision of five large 

Notice Boards and a considerable quantity of wood labels. He estimated the cost of this at 

approximately £9s 10s. RESOLVED, That this sum be included in the estimate to be submitted to the 

County Council for the period 1st April, 1940 to 31st March, 1941.  

(c) Seed PotatoesτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the Cheltenham Agricultural Traders 

Ltd. had given, free of cost, the seed potatoes required for the demonstration plots. RESOLVED, That 

the Town Clerk be instructed to convey the thanks of the Committee to the Company for their gift.  

3τCollection of Scrap IronτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that during the last month a 

considerable quantity of scrap iron was collected from the Parks and Recreation Grounds and from 

the store at Sandford Nursery and removed to the Depot.  

4τRoyal Crescent GardenτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that he had received an enquiry 

on behalf of the occupiers of the houses in Royal Crescent Garden as to when the planting of bulbs 

and flowers would commence. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to have the Garden kept tidy, the 

lawns and mounds cut and, the gardens planted to the same extent as they have been in the past.  

5τPloughing of Fieldsτ(a) The Gardens Superintendent reported that with the exception of a very 

small area at Whaddon the ploughing had been completed and the fields would be inspected in the 

course of a few days by the officials of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. He also reported 

that Mrs Rees was still grazing horses on the land in Brooklyn Road, although the notice to quit had 

expired. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to write to Mrs. Rees asking her to cease 

grazing horses on the land as otherwise damage would be caused to the ground. 

(b) Field off Shelley RoadτRead, letter of 22nd ult. front Mrs. Holtam asking if a small path could be 

left in this field so that the children could obtain access from Shelley Road to the Playing Field. The 

Gardens Superintendent reported that this was one of the fields inspected and passed by the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries as suitable for cultivation and the formation of a footpath might 

prejudice the grant from the Ministry, RESOLVED, That Mrs. Holtam be informed that the Committee 

are unable to grant her request.  

6τDamage to RoundaboutsτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that considerable damage had 

been caused to the Roundabouts both by clogs and trespass.  

7τDeath of Mr. W. H. HamblinτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that Mr. W. H. Hamblin, 

who prior to his retirement had been in the service of the Corporation for about 30 years and for 

many years had been Custodian at Whaddon Road Recreation Ground, died on the 7th inst. 

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to convey to his widow and family the sympathy of 

this Committee with them in their bereavement.  

W. J. GREEN, Chairman.  
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CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM COMMITTEE. 



At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 15th March, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Capt. 

Avery, Rev. de Courcy Ireland and Green (Councillor Rev. de Courcy Ireland in the chair).  

1τSuperintendent's ReportτRead, Report of the Superintendent for the period from 24th February 

to 15th March. Number of Interments 73; Cremations 17 ; Grave Spaces sold 19 (1st Position 2, 4th 

Position 17); New Memorials erected 10 ; New Inscriptions 8.  

2τGrants of Grave SpacesτRESOLVED, That the Common Seal be affixed to Grants Nos. 10155 to 

10173  

3τDesignsτRESOLVED, That the Designs Nos. 2506 to 2576, as set out in the Designs Book, signed 

by the Chairman, be approved.  

4τCivilian War Deaths SchemeτThe Town Clerk reported that, as instructed, he had enquired of 

the Ministry of Health as to whether provision should be made for the interment of unclaimed 

bodies in coffins or shrouds. He now submitted letter of 27th ult. from the Ministry that, in the event 

of coffins being unprocurable, burial in shrouds could not be avoided, and that some of the Local 

Authorities in more vulnerable areas had included a suitable number of shrouds in their mortuary 

equipment. The shrouds should be strong enough to carry the weight of the body and should be 

provided with handles.  

The Ministry expected that in most areas relatives and friends would take charge of bodies and 

make their own arrangements for burial, but where the responsibility fell upon the Local Authority, 

Local Authorities should make reasonable arrangements with local undertakers for burial or 

themselves inter the bodies. If arrangements are made with local undertakers, they should not 

involve a charge for burial of more than £5 per body.  

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be now instructed to submit the estimates for equipping the three 

emergency Mortuaries as previously approved, and that provision be included in the estimates for 

20 shrouds for each Mortuary.  

5τMaintenance of Graves 10472 and 10473, Section QτThe Town Clerk reported that Miss E. M. 

Conder's relatives in South America had agreed to pay the sum of £100 to the Corporation for the 

maintenance of these graves in perpetuity, but that owing to the international situation, only £50 

could at present be paid. Miss Conder asked that the Corporation should accept this sum on an 

undertaking to pay the balance as soon as the money could be transferred. RESOLVED, That, in the 

circumstances, this be agreed to.  

E. S. DE COURCY IRELAND,  

Chairman.   



RATING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 7th March, 1940. PresentτAlderman Ward ; 

Councillors Barnett and Bush (Alderman Ward in the chair).  

1τProposalsτThe Committee considered proposals submitted by the Rating and Valuation Officer. 

RESOLVED, That these be submitted for the revision of Assessments as now settled by the 

Committee.  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 20th March, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor ; The 

Deputy Mayor; Aldermen Pruen and Ward ; Councillors Garland and Grimwade (Alderman Ward in 

the chair). The following Chairmen of Committees also attended; Alderman Clara Winterbotham ; 

Councillors Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green and Rogers.  

1τEstimate for RateτThe estimates for the rate were considered, RESOLVED, That the same as now 

settled be approved and submitted to the Council and that the Council be recommended to make a 

General Rate of 11s 4d. in the £for the year commencing 1st April, 1940 with an abatement of 2d. in 

the £ in respect of the areas transferred to the Borough under the County of Gloucester Review 

Order, 1935. 

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman.  

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 27th March, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor ; Aldermen Leigh James and Ward ; Councillors Garland and Grimwade (Alderman Ward in 

the chair).  

2τGeneral RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 26th inst., on the collection of the 

Second Instalment of this Rate. Amount collected £134,769 Leaving Outstanding £10,655.  

3τWater RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 26th inst , on the collection of this 

Rate for the half year ending 31st March, 1940 Amount collected £26,498 Leaving Outstanding 

£1,272.  

4τAccounts Rota CommitteeτReported Meeting on the 27th inst. PresentτAlderman Ward (in the 

chair) and Alderman Leigh James and Councillor Garland. The Accounts were examined and 

recommended for payment. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and adopted,  

5τElectricity ChargesτRead, report of the Borough Treasurer on the collection of the Electricity 

charges since the last Meeting. RESOLVED, That the sum of £276 18s. 0d. arrears as set out in the 

lists submitted by the Borough Treasurer be written off as irrecoverable.  



6τHousing BondsτThe Borough Treasurer reported that the Housing Bonds amounting to £4,775 

have been renewed for five years at 3 ¼ per cent. 

7τLoansτThe Borough Treasurer reported that the Building Society had now agreed to advance 

the remaining £20,000 under their Mortgage, half on the 31st inst. and the remaining half on 30th 

April.  

8τNational Health InsuranceτThe Borough Treasurer reported that the Exception Certificate 

originally granted by the Ministry in respect of members of the Administrative Staff expired under 

the provisions of the 1936 Act There were now only 18 members of the Administrative Staff 

remaining under the old Certificate. RESOLVED, That the Exception Certificate be not renewed.  
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9τBorough Treasurer's Departmentτ(a) The Borough Treasurer reported further on the illness of 

his Chief Assistant Mr. G. B. Pearce. Mr. Pearce was medically unfit for further service and was 

desirous of being superannuated. Mr. Pearce (age 59) had completed 39 years' service and his 

pension would amount to £197 16s. 4d. per annum, and the Borough Treasurer recommended that 

this should be increased to the maximum by calculating the portion of the pension in respect of non-

contributory service on the basis of sixtieths instead of eightieths which would increase the pension 

to £239 15s 7d , the extra £41 19s. 3d. being paid out of the rates in accordance with Section 8 (2) of 

the Act. RESOLVED, That this he agreed to, but that the extra £41 19s. 3d. be paid up to the date Mr. 

Pearce attains the age of 65. RESOLVED, also, That the Committee record their appreciation of the 

services rendered by Mr. Pearce during the past 39 years and their regret at his having to retire, and 

desire to express to him their best wishes for his speedy return to health.  

(b) The Borough Treasurer recommended the following rearrangement of his Staff consequent on 

Mr. Pearce's retirement:- 

Mr. S. Morris, at present General Accountancy Assistant on Grade "A" (£350) to be promoted 

Assistant Borough Treasurer at a salary of £425 rising by annual increments of £25 to £475.  

Mr. R. M. Axtell, at present Internal Audit Clerk, Grade "E" £225) to be promoted to Audit and 

Assistant Accountancy Assistant on Grade "G" at a commencing salary of £250. 

Mr. W. J. Morrell, Second Accountancy Assistant, Grade "E" (£225) to be promoted to First 

Accountancy Assistant on Grade "H" at a commencing salary of £268. 

Mr. E. Jones, Ledger Clerk, Grade "B" (£156) to be promoted to Grade "C" at a commencing salary of 

£169.  

RESOLVED, That these recommendations be approved and adopted and that the Borough Treasurer 

be authorised to engage a Junior Clerk on Grade "A."  

10τSuperannuation--(a) The Borough Treasurer reported that W. Roland and W. Hamlin, in receipt 

of pensions of 4s and 19s per week respectively, died on the 1st and 7th March respectively.  



(b) F. A. PrattτThe Borough Treasurer reported that F. A. Pratt, Storeman, retired on the 21st inst. 

His pension based on 29 years non-contributory and 13 years contributory service amounted to £1 

7s. 10d. per week RESOLVED, That this be paid.  

11τCounty Review Order, 1935τCheltenham Rural District Council's ClaimτRead, letters from the 

Cheltenham Rural District Council asking for a payment on account to be made in respect of the 

outstanding portion of their claim for the Prestbury Sewerage. RESOLVED, That a payment of £500 

on account be made, without prejudice.  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman. 

118 

Borough of Cheltenham. 

At a Monthly Meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Cheltenham, duly convened and held 

at the Municipal Offices in the said Borough, on Monday, 1st April, 1940, at 3 p.m. Present  

The Mayor (Councillor John Howell, C.B.E., F.R.C.S., J.P.) in the chair. The Deputy Mayor (Alderman 

Capt. John Henry Trye, C.B.E., R.N. Retd.). Aldermen Leigh James, Pates, Pruen, Taylor, Ward and 

Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Addis, J.P., Barnett, Bendall, Bettridge, Bush, Compton, Rev. de 

Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Lipson, M.A., M.P., Miller, Morris, Rogers, Smith 

and Waite.  

ApologiesτApologies for absence were received from Alderman Margrett ; Councillors Avery, 

Fletcher, Ben James, Moore and Till.  

1τMinutes of Previous MeetingτRESOLVED, That the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Town 

Council held on the 4th March, 1940, having been printed and a copy sent to each Member of the 

Council, be taken as read, and that the same be adopted and confirmed.  

2τGeneral Rate----Moved by Alderman Taylor and seconded by Alderman Ward That the General 

Rate Fund being insufficient for the purposes to which it is applicable by law, and the Town Council 

having made an estimate of the amount required for those purposes (including the amount required 

for the purposes of the Public Libraries Acts) during the period commencing on the First day of April, 

1940 and terminating on the Thirty-first day of March, 1941, and to defray any expenditure which 

may fall to be defrayed before the date on which the moneys to be received in respect of the next 

subsequent Rate will become available, and for the purpose of paying the sums payable during the 

said period to other Authorities under the precepts issued by them, a General Rate of 11s 4d. in the 

£ on the Rateable value of each hereditament as shown in the Valuation List and in the form shown 

in the Rate Books be and the same is hereby made and approved in respect of the period 

commencing on the First day of April, 1940 and terminating on the Thirty-first day of March, 1941, 

and that the said Rate be payable by two instalments, namely, one moiety thereof forthwith and the 

other moiety thereof to be payable on the First day of October, 1940 ; Also, That in pursuance of 

Article 89 of the County of Gloucester (Review Order), 1935, an abatement of 2d. in the £from the 

aforesaid General Rate be made in respect of every hereditament situate in the areas transferred to 



the Borough from the Parishes of Leckhampton, Prestbury and Up Hatherley under the said Order ; 

Also, That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed hereto ; Also, That notice of the said Rate be 

given within seven days after the making thereof by affixing notice of the same in some public or 

conspicuous places in the Borough."  
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An Amendment was moved by Alderman Pruen and seconded by Councillor Grimwade "That the 

Motion be amended so as to provide for a General Rate of 11s 2d. instead of 11s 4d. in the £ with an 

abatement of 2d. in the in respect of the areas transferred to the Borough under the County of 

Gloucester (Review Order), 1935. 

" On being put to the Meeting the Mayor declared the Amendment carried by 13 votes to 12 votes.  

The following voted for the Amendment, namely :--Aldermen Leigh James and Pruen ; Councillors 

Barnett, Bendall, Bettridge, Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Lipson 

and Miller.  

The following voted against the Amendment, namely :τThe Mayor ; The Deputy Mayor ; Aldermen 

Pates, Taylor, Ward and Winterbotham ; Councillors Addis, Compton, Morris, Rogers, Smith and 

Waite.  

3τProceedings of CommitteesτRESOLVED, That the proceedings of the under-mentioned 

Committees at their Meetings held on the dates respectively appearing be approved and confirmed 

:τ 

Public Health Meeting held March 11  

Subject to an Amendment moved by Alderman Winterbotham and seconded by Councillor Bush : " 

That Minute No. 11 (a) with regard to the charge for Office Accommodation at the Abattoir be 

referred back for further accommodation."  

Housing...                                    Meeting held March 14 

Street and Highway                 Meetings held March 18 & 21 

Town Planning                         Meeting held March 21 

Town Improvement and Spa...   Meeting held March 15 

 

(An Amendment moved by Councillor Grimwade and seconded by Councillor Smith : "That Minute 

No. 2 (a) with regard to Summer Orchestra etc. he amended and that the proposal to engage an 

Orchestra of 10 on Tuesday and Friday evening Cafe Entertainments be not approved and that the 

Agreement with Mr. Cole be varied accordingly" was lost),  

Electricity and Lighting        Meeting held March 20 

Water                                            Meeting held March 12 

General Purposes and Watch    Meeting held March 19  

Fire Brigade                               Meeting held March 18 

Allotments ...    Meeting held March 11 

Parks and Recreation Grounds  Meeting held March 11 



Cemetery and Crematorium  Meeting held March 15 

Rating     Meeting held March 7 

Finance    Meeting held March 27 

 

RESOLVED, also, That an Order on the Borough Treasurer be signed authorising him to pay to the 

several Corporations, Companies and Persons mentioned in the Schedule of Accounts, the sum of 

money set opposite their respective names, and such additional sums as may become payable 

during the month in respect of current Contracts upon the Certificate of the Architect or Officer 

under whom the work is carried out.  

JNO. HOWELL, Mayor.  
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Borough of Cheltenham 

Municipal Offices, Cheltenham, 2nd May, 1940.  

Sir, 

You are hereby Summoned to attend the Quarterly Meeting of the Council, to be held at the 

MUNICIPAL OFFICES, PROMENADE, on the 6th, day of May, 1940, at THREE O'CLOCK in the 

Afternoon, at which Meeting the following Business is proposed to be transacted, and any other 

business that may legally be transacted at such Meeting.  

1. To approve and confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting.  

2. Communications by the Mayor.  

3. To approve or otherwise, the proceedings of :τTHE PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE HOUSING 

COMMITTEE STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE 

TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE ELECTRICITY AND 

LIGHTING COMMITTEE WATER COMMITTEE GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE FIRE 

BRIGADE COMMITTEE ALLOTMENTS  COMMITTEE PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM COMMITTEE CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM COMMITTEE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE RATING COMMITTEE  FINANCE COMMITTEE  

4. Letter from Mr. Ben L. James resigning his Membership of the Town Council.  

5. Memorials, Applications, Complaints, &c.  

To each Member of the Council.  

Yours faithfully, 

Town Clerk. 

MINUTES of the Committees of the Town Council to be submitted for approval at the Quarterly 

Meeting of the Council to be held on Monday, 6th May, 1940.  



PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 8th April, 1940. PresentτAldermen Pruen and 

Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Moore, Morris and Rogers 

(Alderman Pruen in the chair).  

1τHouses Unfit for Human Habitationτ(a) 95 Prestbury RoadτRESOLVED, That consideration of 

making a Demolition Order in respect of this house be adjourned to the next Meeting of the 

Committee.  

(b) 34 and 34a North PlaceτThe Committee considered the official representation of the Medical 

Officer of Health in regard to this house and the Rota Sub-Committee reported their inspection of 

the premises. RESOLVED, That the Council being satisfied that the above mentioned premises are 

unfit for human habitation and are not capable at a reasonable expense of being rendered so fit, 

notices be given under Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936, to the Owner, to the person having 

control of the house, and to the Mortgagees, if any, that the condition of the said house and any 

offer with respect to the carrying out of works or the future user of the house will be considered at a 

Meeting of this Committee to be held on the 15th May, 1940.  

2τHousing Act, 1936τCertificates as to Fitness-24 Hanover Street; and 1 and 2 Lower Park Streetτ

The Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owners of these houses had carried out to his 

satisfaction works which in his opinion would with reasonable care and maintenance render them fit 

for human habitation for a period of at least 10 years. RESOLVED, That certificates be issued to the 

Owners under Section 51 of the Housing Act, 1936, that the houses are fit for human habitation and 

will with reasonable care and maintenance remain so fit for a period of at least 10 years.  

3τSurrender of Diseased Meat, etc.τThe Medical Officer of Health reported the surrender of 3 cwt 

1 qr. 15 lbs Beef 2 qrs. 12 ½ lbs Bacon and 5 lbs. Fowls.  

4τAnalyses of WaterτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his report of analyses of water 

taken since the last Meeting of the Committee.  

5τNuisances from Drains, etc.-11, 12, 13, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, 34, 37, 

37a, 39, 55, 59 and 61 Duke StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that he had examined the 

drains etc. on or belonging to the above premises and found the same to be defective and to require 

amendment and alteration. He submitted specifications of the work required to be done. RESOLVED, 

That the same be approved, and that notices be given under Section 39 of the Public Health Act, 

1936 to the Owners requiring them to do the specified works within 28 days.  

6τHealth Department StaffτRead, application from Mr. S. Woodman, temporary disinfecting 

Inspector for an increase in salary. He was at present receiving £3 a week and the Medical Officer of 

Health reported that he was satisfactory and recommended an increase. RESOLVED, That he be 

given an increase in salary of 3s a week  

7τLand at Elmstone HardwickeτRead, letter from the Ministry of Health pointing out that capital 

expenditure should be restricted within the narrowest limits and that consent to borrowing can only 

be given to projects of pressing necessity, either by reason of public need or of war requirements, 

and asking that if, in the present circumstances, the Council are desirous of proceeding with the 



purchase of the land for sewage disposal purposes, evidence should be submitted of the urgency for 

this. RESOLVED, That the purchase be not proceeded with at the present.  

8τSewers in High StreetτRead, letter from the London Midland & Scottish Railway Company 

agreeing to the laying of twin sewers under the railway and to the taking out of an existing sewer 

near the point where the railway crosses High Street, subject to the Corporation entering into an 

Agreement to indemnify the Company against any costs incurred as a result of the laying of the 

sewer. RESOLVED, That the Common Seal be affixed to this Agreement.  
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9τSewage Filter MediaτThe Borough Surveyor submitted a letter from Jees Hartshill Granite & 

Brick Co. Ltd in connection with the Contract entered into with them for the supply of sewage filter 

media, stating that owing the increased costs of war materials and wages the additional costs of 

haulage would be 1s 4d. per ton making the new price 16s 1d. per ton. As this was a moderate figure 

he had accepted it for further deliveries before the end.. of the financial year and also for the 

remaining quantity to be delivered during the new financial year. RESOLVED, That his action be 

approved and confirmed.  

10τHayden Lane CottagesτThe Borough Surveyor submitted letter from Miss Rymer asking for the 

cottages occupied by herself and Mr. Iliffe to be provided with the water carriage system of drainage 

which would necessitate the construction of a considerable length of drain, together with a septic 

tank, at a cost of about £30τ£40. RESOLVED That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to obtain 

estimates of the cost of installing portable chemical closets.  

11τAbattoirτThe Committee considered the reference back by the Council of Minute No 11 (a) of 

the last Meeting. RESOLVED, That the Cheltenham Butchers' Buying Committee be charged 2s 6d a 

week, plus the cost of electricity supplied in respect of the Office accommodation used by them and 

that the above Minute No. 11 (a) be varied accordingly.  

12τRegal CinemaτRESOLVED, Thot the Borough Surveyor be instructed to report as to the 

drainage of the water closets in the basement of the Regal Cinema and as to what steps he considers 

the proprietors should take to improve this.  

ARTHUR S. F. PRUEN,  

Chairman.  

HOUSING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 18th April, 1940. PresentτAlderman Pates ; 

Councillors Bush, Compton, Grimwade, Moore and Morris (Alderman Pates in the chair).  

1τWhaddon Farm Estateτ(Scheme "A")τThe Borough Surveyor reported that he estimated the 

cost of the exterior painting of the 124 houses erected under Scheme "A" at £421 12s. 0d. 

RESOLVED, That he be instructed to have this painting executed.  

9 τ Stop TapsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted estimates for fixing stop taps inside the houses 

which were at present without these. In the case of 33 houses in Spenser Road and Spenser Avenue, 



the water fittings were upstairs and if a leakage occurred considerable damage to the property 

might result. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to have stop taps inserted in these houses at an 

estimated cost of £29, and that the question of providing stop taps in various other houses on other 

Estates be deferred for the time being. 

3τHousing ManagerτThe Housing Manager submitted her monthly report on the collection of 

rents.  

4τRepairs SuperintendentτThe monthly Report of the Repairs Superintendent was submitted.  

5τLand off Arle Road--Read, letter of 28th ult. from Mr. J. K. Troughton offering to sell to the 

Corporation the cottage, outbuildings, and land containing about 6 ½ acres off Arle Road. RESOLVED, 

That the purchase of the land be not entertained.  

6τGarden CompetitionτRESOLVED, That the Garden Competition be held this year, that tenants be 

informed that the planting of vegetables in front gardens will now be permitted, and that, in 

awarding the prizes, regard will be had to the cultivation of vegetables. RESOLVED, also, That the 

sum of £23 be awarded in prizes at the discretion of the Sub-Committee as last year.  
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7-13 Wordsworth AvenueτRESOLVED, That the application of the tenant to erect a shed in 

accordance with the plan submitted be approved.  

8τ46 Wymans RoadτRESOLVED, That the application of the tenant of this house to keep fowls be 

granted subject to not more than eight fowls being kept, to no cockerels being kept, and to the fowl-

house and run being constructed to the satisfaction of the Housing Manager.  

9τSelection of Tenants Sub-CommitteeτRead, reports of the Meetings of this Sub-Committee held 

on 22nd February, 8th March and the 5th inst.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ 

(a) That the rents fixed and the rebates granted, as set out in the Rents Rebate Book, signed by the 

Chairman, be approved.  

(b) That the application of the tenant of 11 Windrush Road for permission to keep rabbits be not 

granted.  

(c) Rent Rebates ScaleτThat the increase of 1s a week in the rent of tenants in the Forces in respect 

of their maintenance etc. be discontinued where the allowances made to the wife are less than £2 

per week. RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

J. P. PATES,  

Chairman.   



STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 22nd April, 1940. Present-The Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham Councillors Addis, Fisher, Grimwade, Morris and Rogers 

(The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

1τFootpath, Jersey Avenue to All Saints' ChurchτThe Committee further considered the request 

from Colonel Tarrant that the Corporation should take over the footpath leading from Jersey Avenue 

to All Saints' Church, RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to report thereon at the 

next Meeting.  

2τRegal Cinema, PromenadeτThe Town Clerk reported on the negotiations with Mr. L. C. Norton, 

Architect, in regard to the balance of the account in respect of altering the pump chamber supplying 

the Fountain and other works to give access to the Regal Cinema amounting to £47 18s. 7d. The total 

cost of the work had amounted to £157 18s. 7d. towards which the Cinema had agreed to contribute 

£75. RESOLVED, That the outstanding balance be borne by the Corporation.  

3-217 Bath RoadτRead, letter of 1st inst. from Messrs. Leishman & Copeland that their client, Mr. C. 

Dennis of 4 Tivoli Place was willing to take these premises at a rental of £30 per annum, inclusive of 

rates, as a repair depot for certain machines, Mr. Dennis was prepared to do all the interior 

decorations but asked that the Corporation should replace all broken glass, paint exterior window-

frames, provide the necessary keys, repair the roof, and make good the floor in the front shop. The 

Borough Surveyor estimated the cost at £21 7s. 0d. RESOLVED, That the Committee recommend that 

the premises be offered to Mr. Dennis at an inclusive rent of £25 per annum, subject to Mr. Dennis 

carrying out all the repairs and renovations required.  

4-215 Bath RoadτRead, letter of 19th inst. from Mr. H. Boreham offering this property for sale, 

RESOLVED, That the purchase be not entertained.  

5τNational Safety First AssociationτRead, circular from this Association inviting the attendance of 

delegates to a one-day Congress to be held in London on the 17th May next. RESOLVED, That the 

Chairman be appointed to attend.  
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6-54 PromenadeτThe Town Clerk reported a claim made by Messrs. Steel, Lane & Yeend on behalf 

of Mrs. Cooper in respect of damage to a water main belonging to these premises alleged to have 

been caused by the roots of a tree in the Promenade. RESOLVED, That this be referred to the Town 

Clerk for consideration and report. 

7-11 Winchcomb Street Read, letter of 3rd inst. from Mrs. D. M. Harper offering to take these 

premises at a rent of £1 10s. 0d. per month plus rates. RESOLVED, That this offer be accepted 

subject to all the repairs decorations required being carried out by Mrs. Harper.  

8τPittville Street improvement. Schemeτ(a) Read, letter of 2nd inst. from Messrs. Dudley, Samuel 

& Harrison that their clients were willing to consider the acquisition of the site on the basis of a 99 

years' building lease subject to payment of a nominal rent until such time when arrangements could 



be made for the erection of a building on the site. RESOLVED, That the Committee are unable to 

entertain this proposal at the present time.  

(b) 5 Pittville Street-Chairman reported an interview he had had with Mrs. Colchester-Wemyss of the 

Women's Voluntary Services in in regard to the renting of these premises by the Women's Voluntary 

Services of the Cheltenham Rural District Council. He informed Mrs Colchester-Wemyss that the 

Corporation were willing for the Women's Voluntary Services to continue to use these premises 

subject to the payment of a rent of £60 per annum, plus rates, or. in the alternative, were prepared 

to allow them to use other premises in the street in respect of which no offer for the tenancy had 

been made, rent free until such time as an offer to rent the same is received. RESOLVED, That this be 

approved.  

9--Streamers across Promenade and High StreetτRead, letter of 8th inst. from Bertram Mills' Circus 

for permission erect a streamer across the Promenade and High Street on the occasion of the visit of 

the Circus to Cheltenham next month. RESOLVED, That permission be given to display the banners 

for two days, subject to the usual conditions.  

10τRefuse Collection Disposalτ(a) The Borough Surveyor reported that the following had been 

salvaged during the 1cast month :--  

Paper    17 tons  

Metal    25 tons  

Rags    10 ½ cwts.  

Bottles    774 No.  

Jars ...    2.148 No.  

Sacking ...  6 ½ cwts.  

 

In view of the increased quantity of paper collected, the Borough Surveyor had obtained a second 

baling press from the Thames Board Mills Ltd. He was also endeavouring to obtain the Anti-Waste 

Film on loan again.  

(b) BonesτThe Chairman reported that, at the Conference held at Gloucester, Local Authorities 

were particularly urged by the Ministry of Supply to organise a collection of bones and he had 

arranged with the Education Secretary to write to the Head Teachers of the Schools to see if 

arrangements could be made to organise a collection of bones by the schoolchildren.  

(c) Waste PaperτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the ashmen were still finding a considerable 

quantity of waste paper in some of the dust-bins. RESOLVED, That where the ashmen find that waste 

paper has been put in the dust-bin they be instructed to deliver to the householders concerned a 

further copy of the leaflet dealing with the importance of salvaging waste paper in clean condition,  

(d) SalvageτRead, circular of 10th inst. from the Women's Voluntary Services that they were 

prepared to assist with the Anti-Waste Campaign by making house-to-house visitations and giving 

publicity to the scheme, RESOLVED, That the Committee consider that if the Women's Voluntary 

Services can arrange to canvas householders urging them to collect all waste materials it would be of 

great assistance.  



(e) Waste Food StuffsτThe Town Clerk submitted memorandum received from the Ministry of 

Supply in regard to the utilisation of waste food stuffs for pig and poultry feeding. The Borough 

Surveyor reported that the amount of waste food found amongst the refuse was not very large as 

quite a number of the larger premises were disposing of their waste foods to pig-keepers and others, 

but he had arranged for the time being for any waste food found at the tip or handed to the ashmen 

to be sold to one of the Corporation employees who kept pigs, at a charge of 15s per month. 

RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(f) Fish OffalτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had now been able to arrange for a farmer at 

Bourton-on-the-Water to take any fish offal for a payment of 7s 6d per week. RESOLVED, That this 

be approved.  

(g) Scrap Iron and Old MetalsτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to submit 

proposals for the organisation of a scrap iron and old metal Week to be held in Cheltenham with a 

view to stimulating interest in the importance of salvaging old metals. RESOLVED, also, That he be 

instructed to inspect the various privately owned tips in the Borough with a view to arranging with 

the owners to salvage any old metals found in these tips.  

11τRoad Works, etc.τThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of road works, etc , proposed to 

be carried out during the ensuing month. RESOLVED, That these be approved.  

12τTree, PromenadeτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to have the Elm tree 

opposite Dale, Forty's premises, reported to be dying, removed.  
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13τTewkesbury Road Clearance OrderτThe Borough Surveyor submitted memorial from 11 

residents in Tewkesbury Road complaining of the condition of the site of the demolished cottages 

near the Gas Works. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to require the owners to 

complete the clearance and tidying up of the site to the satisfaction of the Corporation and that, 

failing this, the Public Health Committee be recommended to carry out the work in default of the 

owners.  

14τArle RoadτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the footpaths in this road were now being 

made up and the carriage-way would shortly be re-surfaced, When the work was completed it would 

no longer be possible to drain the surface water into the ditches and he submitted a scheme for 

surface water drainage at an estimated cost of £506 for which provision had been made in the 

estimates. RESOLVED, That this be approved and the Borough Surveyor be instructed to have this 

work carried out.  

15τOrchard AvenueτThe Borough Surveyor submitted memorial from 47 residents in Orchard 

Avenue asking if a footpath could be constructed at the end of Orchard Avenue to give access to 

Brooklyn Road. RESOLVED, That it be suggested to the developers, Messrs. Pye Bros., that they 

should approach the Grammar School Governors to see if they would permit of an entrance being 

provided from their footpath leading from Brooklyn Road to the Grammar School playing field so as 

to connect with the proposed extension of Orchard Way.  



16τLand, Junction Alstone Lane and Alstone CroftτThe Borough Surveyor submitted offer from Mr. 

W. Jardine to pay £15 for the small piece of surplus land at this junction subject to the Corporation 

erecting the necessary fencing. RESOLVED, That this offer be accepted  

17--Borough Engineer's DepartmentτThe Borough Engineer reported that Mr. Rust, Chief 

Architectural Assistant, had now been accepted as a Licentiate member of the Royal Institute of 

British Architects. RESOLVED, That Mr. Rust be granted an increment of £10 in respect of this 

qualification in accordance with the Grading Scheme.  

18τConferenceτRead, circular from the Institution of Municipal and County Engineers inviting the 

attendance of delegates to the Annual Conference of the Institution to be held in London on 20th 

and 21st June. RESOLVED, That the Chairman and the Borough Engineer be appointed to attend.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman.  

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 5th March, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor ; Alderman 

Leigh James ; Councillors Bush, Rev.de Courcy Ireland, Garland and Grimwade ; Miss Tinson, Mrs. 

Booy, Mrs. Mellersh and Mrs. Wood.  

1τChairmanτRESOLVED, That Alderman Leigh James be appointed Chairman for the current year  

2τCommitteeτWith reference to the resignation of Mrs. Gurney, RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk 

be instructed to convey to Mrs. Gurney the Committee's appreciation of the valuable work carried 

out by her during the time she was a member of the Committee.  

3τEstimate for RateτThe Committee settled the Estimate for Rate. 

 4τUnmarried MothersτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted particulars of two cases of 

unmarried expectant mothers for whom arrangements had been made for them to be sent to a 

Home in Bristol for their confinements at a charge of 12s 6d. per week each RESOLVED, That the 

Council be recommended to agree to contribute half the cost, namely 6s 3d. per week for each case 

for a period not exceeding five months each  

LEIGH JAMES,  

Chairman.  
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At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 22nd April, 1940, PresentτAldermen Leigh James 

and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Bush, Compton, Garland, Grimwade and Lipson ; 

Mrs. Booy, Mrs. Grist, Mrs. Mellersh and Mrs. Wood (Alderman Leigh James in the chair),  

5τCheltenham Infant Welfare AssociationτQuarterly ReportτRead, Report for the Quarter ended 

31st March, 1940.  



The attendances at the Centres had been as follows :τ  

Infants. Toddlers. 

At Baker Street (12 Meetings)              23.1       31.7 

At Clare Street (12 Meetings)    ...       .             27.2       30.3 

At Grosvenor Street (12 Meetings)...                      24.0       33.0 

At St. Mark's (12 Meetings)          33.0       32.0 

At Whaddon (12 Meetings)             12.4       35.5 

 

6τHealth VisitorsτQuarterly ReportτThe following is a summary of the work done by the Health 

Visitors during the Quarter ended 31st March, 1940 :τ 

No. of Children on Register                       3,191 

                             Un-notified Live Births discovered ...              5 

                             Home Visits paid by Health Visitors (a) 1 year and under 1,499 

                                                                (b) over 1 year    1,771 

                             First Visits paid by Health Visitors ..   .   213 

                             Ante-natal cases visited (a) New   ..   .     57 

                                                    (b) Return                                   44 

                             Special visits to Mothers ...                        ..               126 

                             Chicken Pox cases visited ...                              4 

                             Whooping Cough cases visited...               21 

                             Measles cases visited                                           145 

                             Mumps cases visited...                 1 

                             Ophthalmia Neonatorum cases visited                      1 

                             Attendances of Health Visitors at Centres...                   70 

                             Cases reported to the N.S.P.C.C. Inspector             2               

 

                           Grants of Milk :                                                Birmingham Evacuees. 

                       Carried over from previous quarter                259                 2 

                       New Orders      ...           94                  1 

                       Orders discontinued during quarter                    100                 1 

                          α  ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ        253                 2 

 

                           Children Act :                                     Health Visitors. School Nurses. 

                       No. of Children on Register at end of the Quarter          26                 8 

                          ά  Foster Mothers on Register at end of Quarter ...      16                 8 

                          ά  visits paid (tinder Children Act)  ...             20                 9 

  

7τMidwives Actsτ(a) Medical AssistanceτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that 69 

applications had been received from Midwives for medical help during the period from the 1st 

January to 31st March, 1940, and that the total amount of doctors' fees claimed for the period from 

the 1st April, 1939, to 31st March, 1940. was £141 19s. 0d., of which £81 7s. 2d. was chargeable to 



patients. RESOLVED, That the Sub-Committee be asked to meet and interview patients who are in 

arrear with their repayments.  

(b) The Medical Officer of Health reported that the following special notifications had been received 

from Midwives during the quarter ended 31st March, 1940: Still-births 3 ; Deaths of Infants 5 

Commencement of artificial feeding 4.  

8τDentistryτ(a) The Medical Officer of Health reported that 30 mothers and 21 infants had 

attended the School Dentist on Saturday mornings and 58 mothers and 7 infants on Wednesday 

evenings during the quarter in accordance with the arrangements made with the Education 

Committee. The number of Wednesday evening sessions held during the quarter was 11. 

(b) The Medical Officer of Health reported that four sessions had been held at the Children's Hospital 

when 17 cases were treated and 86 teeth extracted. The Anaesthetist's fees amounted to 4 guineas 

and the Hospital fees to £4 5s. 0d. RESOLVED, That these be paid.   

(c) RESOLVED, That the Committee bear half the cost of £2 in the provision of dentures for a 

necessitous mother as now reported to the Committee. 
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9τChildren ActτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted name of a foster mother who had sent in 

notification, and he recommended that the maximum number of children allowed should be fixed as 

follows:- 

  

                                                                      Maximum No of 

                 Name.                   Address.                   Children allowed 

                Mrs. Bray ... 22 Severn Road ..  1 

 

10τGynaecological ClinicτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that 6 Clinics had been held to 

date and the total number of attendances was 21, including 14 Borough patients. 

11τOrthopaedic Schemeτ(a) The Medical Officer of Health submitted report on the work of the 

Orthop2edic Clinic for the quarter ended 31st ult. The total number of children on the Register was 

111, of which 66 were chargeable to the Education Committee, and in respect of which 22 surgeons' 

consultations had been held ; 45 children were chargeable to this Committee, in respect of which 9 

surgeons' consultations had been held.  

(b) The Medical Officer of Health submitted application from the Cripples Aid Society for a grant 

towards the cost amounting to £2 19s. 0d. of instruments, boots and repairs for children under five. 

RESOLVED, That a grant of 50 per cent, namely £1 9s. 6d. be made.  

12τPuerperal Pyrexia--The Medical Officer of Health reported that there had been two cases where 

special Nurses had been provided at a cost of £2 3s. 6d. The Victoria Home now charged 1s 6d. per 

visit instead of 1s as hitherto. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  



13τHome HelpsτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that Home Helps had been provided in 

four cases during the past quarter at a cost of £6 2s. 6d. RESOLVED, That this be approved. 

RESOLVED, also, That it be suggested to the District Nursing Association that they should consider 

the desirability of effecting a policy insurance to cover the Home Helps.  

14τMilk SupplyτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that he had approached the Milk 

Distributors in the Borough to ascertain whether they were prepared to take part in the new Milk 

Scheme to enable the Scheme to be put into operation at an early date. He had received replies that 

they were not prepared to undertake the distribution of milk under the Scheme in view of the fact 

that retailers would not be compensated sufficiently by the allowance granted to them under the 

Scheme to cover the cost. The Medical Officer of Health reported that the Scheme involved 

considerable clerical work and the compilation of written records at each daily delivery and that the 

amount allowed to the retailer was only 1d. per pint, which included the provision of bottles. 

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to inform the Ministry of Health that the Milk 

Distributors in the Borough are not prepared to take part in the Scheme and that, therefore, the 

Council are unable to put the Scheme into operation and, further, that the Committee are of opinion 

that the reasons given by the Milk Distributors are reasonable and that, in the opinion of the 

Committee, a modified and simpler distribution is desirable if the Ministry's Scheme for the supply of 

milk is to be put into operation.  

15τMidwives ActsτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that the County Council had decided 

that, where a patient from outside the Borough came into a Nursing Home in the Borough for 

confinement and required a Doctor under the Act, the fees for such Doctor should be paid by the 

Borough and that the County did not regard themselves responsible for the payment of such fees.  

16τHealth VisitorτRESOLVED, That Nurse Powell be authorised to attend the week-end course for 

Health Visitors to be held by the Women Public Officers Association at the College of Nursing, 

London, in June.  

LEIGH JAMES,  

Chairman.  
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TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 25th April, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen E. L. Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham: Councillors Barnett, Bendall, Moore and Waite ; 

and Mr. A. Wiggett (Alderman F. L. Ward in the chair)  

1τPlans of New BuildingsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings, namely:- 

 No. of Plan.               Name.                                Description. 

           5337           Kersey, W. R.               Garage (Private), 24 Cleevemount Road. 

           5338           Hacking, H.                  Garage (Private), 79 Welland Lodge Road. 

           5339           Bubb, J                     Garage (Private), 49 Painswick Road. 



           5340           H. H. Martyn Ltd,   New Dope Room, Sunningend Works, 

           5341           Cheltenham Original  

   Brewery Co. Ltd.  New Public House, Orchard Way.                               

           5342           Col. J. H. Collett    Alterations, 8 Pittville Crescent. 

           5343           Lewis, H. J.                Garage (Private), Melmerby, Tivoli Road. 

           5344           Smith, E. H. M.             Garage (Private), 133 Orchard Way. 

           5345           Huband, H. J.               Conservatory, 29 Arle Avenue 

           5346           Selwyn Oxley, M.A.   Additions, Southlands, Queen's Road. 

           5347           Cheltenham Gas 

   Co. Ltd.      Alterations, Old Mill, Arle Avenue. 

           5348           Cheltenham and  Alterations, Clarence Street 

  Gloucester Building Society Ltd.  . 

           5349           Keene, A. J.                Garage (Private), 26 Cleevemount Road, 

           5350           Messrs. Drakes    Alterations, 85 Winchcomb Street. 

            5351          J. D. Bendall & Sons   Pair semi-detached houses, Pilford Avenue. 

 

Decisions under Byelawsτ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5337, 5339, 5341, 5343, 5344, 5345, 5347 and 5350 be approved ; That 

Plans Nos, 5338, 5342 and 5349 be approved subject to the surface water being carried to surface 

water sewers ; That Plans Nos. 5340 and 5348 be approved subject to the sanitary work being 

carried out to the satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector and in the case of Plan No 5340 also to the 

steelwork details being to the satisfaction of the Borough Surveyor ; That Plan No. 5346 be approved 

subject to the roof timbers being built in to the existing building ; That Plan No. 5351 be approved 

subject to the levels and gradients of the sewer and road extensions being to the satisfaction of the 

Borough Surveyor.  

Decisions under Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 1933τ  

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5338, 5339, 5340, 5341, 5342, 5343, 5344, 5345, 5347, 5348, 5349 and 

5350 be approved ; That Plan No. 5337 be approved subject to the building being set back behind 

the building line ; That Plan No. 5346 be approved subject to the new work harmonising with the 

existing building ; That Plan No, 5351 be approved subject to all external walls being finished off in 

the same manner.  

2τTown Planning AreaτPlansτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) 

Order, 1933 :τ  

No. of Plan.              Name.                             Description. 

1639          Minett, C.                 Additions, Greygarth, Cleeve Hill. 

1640          Bowd, W. H.                Garage (Private), (to New House), New Road, Southam. 

1641          Griffiths, G. W.           Detached house, Ullenwood. 

1642          Walton, L. A.              Detached house, Sandy Lane, Charlton Kings. 

1643          Electricity Committee Low Tension Overhead Line, Nr. Staverton Farm, Staverton. 

1644          Lewis, F. H.               Additions, Copse Green Farm, Elmstone Hardwicke 

 



RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 1639, 1640, 1642, 1643 and 1644 be approved. That Plan No. 1641 be 

not approved.  
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3τApplications to Developτ(a) The Borough Surveyor reported that he had had an enquiry from 

the Birmingham Waste Co. Ltd. as to whether the " Cotswold Works" in Francis Street could be used 

as a depot for receiving, baling and despatching waste paper for the period of the war, RESOLVED, 

That no objection be raised to the proposal.  

(b) The Borough Surveyor submitted letters of 2nd and 4th inst. from the Cheltenham Estates Ltd. 

asking if permission would be granted for the erection of a house near Little Shurdington for the 

manager of their sand and gravel pits at Shurdington. He reported that the Company proposed to 

obtain water for household purposes by sinking a well as an adequate supply off the mains was not 

obtainable. Further, they had given an assurance that no further houses would be built until a mains 

supply was available RESOLVED, That consideration be deferred pending receipt of any observations 

the Rural District Council may wish to make on the proposal.  

4τCommittee--Read, letter of 17th inst from the Clerk to the County Council that the County 

Council had re-appointed their existing members on the Committee to serve another year.  

5τPlan No. T.P. 1624, Cottage, Little WitcombeτThe Town Clerk submitted letters of 22nd inst. 

from Mr. L. W. Nott, and of 23rd inst. from Messrs. Scott and Fowler asking the Committee to 

approve the plans of a cottage at Little Witcombe which had been disapproved in November last. He 

pointed out that Mr. Nott had erected the cottage contrary to the Committee's decision and that he 

had written to him on 7th February last pointing out the cottage was liable to be removed at owner's 

cost and without compensation if found to contravene the Scheme as ultimately approved. 

RESOLVED, That the decision not to approve the plans be adhered to  

6τZoning Proposals and Southern By-PassτThe Borough Surveyor submitted suggestions for 

amendments to the zoning proposals along the route of the Southern By-Pass. In the light of modern 

traffic conditions it was essential that development should not be permitted on both sides of 

important roads wherever it could be avoided. He recommended that the small areas on the south 

side of the By-Pass now zoned for development should be zoned as rural areas, and form part of the 

Green Belt around the town. RESOLVED, That the suggested amendments be approved and adopted 

in the Final Scheme  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman. 
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TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 26th April, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor ; Aldermen 

Pates and Ward ; Councillors Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, Grimwade, Lipson, Rogers, Smith 

and Waite ; Messrs. Davies and Seaton (Councillor Waite in the chair).  



1τEntertainments Sub-CommitteeτRead, reports of the Entertainments Sub-Committee at their 

Meetings held on the 18th and 27th March, and the 9th and 23rd April.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows:-  

(a) That Billy Gammon and his Band be granted the free use of the Town Hall on the evening of the 

4th May for their annual Benefit Dance. 

(b) That the terms arranged for the appearance of Lydia Kyasht and her ballet at the Town Hall for 

two days in May, the Corporation to receive 15 per cent of the gross receipts in lieu of hire charges, 

be approved.  

(c) Summer ProgrammeτThat the revised summer programme of Concerts submitted by the 

Entertainments Manager be approved, and that in place of an Orchestra of 10 players on Tuesday 

evenings, an Orchestra of 6 be engaged which will reduce Mr. Arthur Cole's tender from £50 a week 

to £46 4s. 0d. per week.  

(d) ConferenceτThat the free use of the Town Hall be granted for the Conference of the Institute of 

British Foundrymen on 7th and 8th June,  

(e) Whitsuntide FeteτThat the Entertainments Manager be authorised to engage the Aircraft 

Components Band to give two performances at Marle Hill Annexe on Whit Monday at a charge of 

about £10 and that admission to the Concerts be free  

(f) Musical FestivalτThat the free use of the Town Fall be granted for the Musical Festival Concert to 

be held on 13th June subject to the payment of £2 10s. 0d. to cover out-of-pocket expenses.  

(g) That the free use of the Pavilion in Montpellier Gardens be granted to the Blackout Club for use 

in connection with their activities when the use of this is not otherwise required, subject to the 

payment of lighting and cleaning and any out-of-pocket expenses and to the right of the Corporation 

to terminate the arrangement at any time on short notice.  

(h) That the free use of the Pillar Room be granted for a Meeting of the Western Centre of the 

Sanitary Inspectors Association on 6th April. 

(i) Bar Refreshmentsτ(a) That hirers of the Town Hall be required to submit the names of the 

proposed Licensee for the bar refreshments to the Entertainments Manager for approval. 

(b) That next Winter season hirers of the Hall be required to charge not less than 2s 6d. admission 

for Whist Drives and/or Dances when a bar is provided. 

(c) That Mrs. Stephens' tender for the right to provide bar refreshments at the Town Hall be 

accepted for the remainder of the Summer season on the same terms as accepted up to the end of 

May.  

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee of the above Meetings be approved and 

adopted.  

2-Baths Sub-CommitteeτRead, report of the Meeting of the Baths Sub-Committee held on the 18th 

inst.  



They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ 

Sandford Park Swimming Poolτ(a) StaffτThat the Borough Surveyor be instructed to engage and 

provide the minimum staff necessary for conveniently running the Pool this season, and that on busy 

occasions arrangements be made to transfer one of the male and female attendants at the Town 

Hall to assist in the tray stores (except on Saturdays, Bank Holidays and other special occasions when 

other arrangements will have to be made), the proportion of their wages being charged to the Pool.  

(b) CateringτThat the Superintendent, Mr. R. T. Cosgrove, be appointed to be responsible for the 

catering this season and that he be paid an extra wage of 10f- per week for the season, also that 

Miss M. Ballinger, Waitress at the Pool in past seasons, be appointed Head Waitress at an extra 

wage of 10s per week.  

(c) That the Pool be opened on Whit Saturday unless the Chairman considers it desirable to open this 

earlier.  

(d) H.M. ForcesτThat members of His Majesty's Forces be admitted to the Pool at a reduced charge 

of 4d. or a charge of 6d. to include hire of costume and towel.  

(e) Montpellier BathsτThat members of H.M. Forces be admitted to these Baths at a reduced 

charge of 4d. or a charge of 6d. to include hire of costume and towel.  

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  
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3τMarle Hill AnnexeτBoating RightsτThe Entertainments Sub-Committee reported that they had 

considered the application of Mr. Higgins for consent to sub-let his lease of the boating rights for the 

remainder of his term up to March application 1942. Mr. C. Maisey of St. Margaret's Parade, 

Bennington Street, and they recommended that consent be given. Mr. Maisey attended the 

Committee with Mr. H. T. Blake of Messrs. Eckersall & Watterson and informed the Committee that 

they had arranged terms with the representatives of the late Mr. Griffiths, the previous Sub-tenant, 

for the purchase of the boats and goodwill. RESOLVED, That the Committee consent to Mr. Higgins 

sub-letting his lease to Mr. Maisey.  

4τTown Hall CateringτThe Entertainments Manager reported that he had attended the sale of 

Messrs. Georges' catering plant and equipment, and in consultation with the Chairman had 

purchased equipment etc for the Swimming Pool and Town Hall at a cost of £46 17s. 0d. RESOLVED, 

That this be approved.  

5τTown Hallτ(a) Summer ProgrammeτRESOLVED, That in view of the contracts entered into with 

Mr. Arthur Cole and Mr. Billy Gammon for the provision of their Orchestra and Dance Bands for the 

Summer season, persons wishing to book the Town Hall for Dances during the Summer season be 

only allowed to book the Hall on Monday and Wednesday evenings and that it be made a condition 

of the letting that they engage Billy Gammon's Dance Band on the terms arranged by the 

Corporation.  

(b) The Entertainments Manager submitted application from the Y.M.C.A. asking if they could book 

the Town Hall every Saturday evening during the Summer season for their weekly Dance. RESOLVED, 



That the Committee are unable to entertain this as they have themselves arranged to provide a 

Popular Dance on Saturday evenings, as last year, and have accepted Mr. Billy Gammon's tender for 

the Dance Band accordingly.  

6τSandford Park Swimming Pool and Alstone BathsτRead, applications from the Cheltenham Girl 

Guides and Cheltenham Boy Scouts Association asking for their members up to and including the age 

of 18 to be admitted to these Baths at the same rate as charged to children, namely 3d. per head, as 

granted to the members of the Y.M.C.A. and Blackout Club. RESOLVED, That the application be 

granted subject to the Girl Guides producing their Tenderfoot Badge and the Boy Scouts producing 

their Fleur-de-Lys Badge.  

7τMontpellier BathsτThe Monthly Report of the Superintendent was submitted.  

8τMontpellier Gardensτ(a) Y.M.C.A.τRead, application of 19th inst. from the Y.M.C.A. for the free 

use of the Band Stand at these Gardens on say one Sunday evening a month for a short evening 

Concert concluding with prayers RESOLVED, That they be granted the free use of the Band Stand on 

one Sunday evening during the months of May, June, July, August and September, subject to the 

payment of any lighting and out-of-pocket expenses and to the Concerts not commencing until after 

Church hours.  

(b) Amateur Exhibition TennisτRESOLVED, That the Entertainments Manager be authorised to make 

arrangements for amateur Exhibition Tennis Matches at these Gardens on Saturday, 29th June when 

Matches will be played by well-known players, the proceeds after payment of expenses (estimated 

at £40) to be devoted as to 25 per cent to the Local Red Cross Society and the remainder to the 

"Daily Sketch " War Relief Tennis Fund and the Lord Mayor's Red Cross and "St John Fund.  

9τAlstone Bathsτ(a) Read, letter of 27th ult. from the Y.M.C.A. asking for the use of Alstone Baths 

on Monday evenings from 8 to 9.30 p.m. at a charge of 15s per night as last season. The 

Superintendent reported that the numbers attending last year did not justify this reservation and 

staff overtime as only an average of 14 attended. RESOLVED, That the application be granted subject 

to the Superintendent being satisfied that sufficient numbers will be attending, but if not it be 

suggested to the Y.M.C.A. that they should combine with another organisation such as the Church 

Lads Brigade to justify the Bath being kept open:  

(b) Read, application from Pate's Grammar School for Girls for the grant of 23 full season tickets for 

scholars who have obtained the Instructor's Certificate, Bronze Medallion and 24 half-season tickets 

for scholars who have obtained the Intermediate Certificate of the Royal Life Saving Society. 

RESOLVED, That the application be granted.  

(c) Read, letter of 23rd inst. from Mr. F. G. Moss, Swimming Instructor of the Education Committee, 

that as the Intermediate Certificate of the Royal Life Saving Society could only be awarded to 

children who had reached the age of 12, it prevented the children in the Junior Department from 

gaining the award of a free season ticket to the Baths. During the 1939 season over 100 of the 

juniors gained an Elementary Life Saving Certificate and he asked that the Corporation should grant 

three free half-season tickets to each of the 25 Junior Departments. RESOLVED, That the Committee 

agree to give one free half-season ticket to each of the 25 Junior Departments to be awarded at the 



discretion of the Swimming Instructor to one child in each Department who has gained the 

Elementary Life Saving Certificate.  

10τBorough MeteorologistτThe Report of the Borough Meteorologist for the year 1939 was 

submitted RESOLVED, That this be printed as last year.  

131 

11τMontpellier GardensτRESOLVED, That the free use of Hard Tennis Courts at Montpellier 

Gardens be granted to Alderman Pates for his annual General Hospital Tennis Tournament on 15th 

June, subject to the number of Courts to be used and times of play being arranged with the 

Entertainments Manager.  

12τWinter GardenτMr. T. Overbury attended and submitted report on his examination of the 

Winter Garden roof together with estimate from Messrs. Helliwell & Co. Ltd., for carrying out the 

necessary repairs (a copy of Mr. Overbury's report and estimate accompanies the Minutes). Mr. 

Overbury estimated that to put the structure into sufficiently good state of repair to last four or five 

years would cost approximately £1,625, made up as follows :τ 

Messrs. Helliwell & Co.'s approximate estimate for repairs to  

the roof, glazing bars and replacement of broken glass ...  £1,445 0 0  

Repairs to eaves gutters and rainwater pipes, and the  

slating of the tower roof           100 0 0  

Contingencies ...              80 0 0  

£1,625 0 0  

 

Mr. Overbury considered that if the walls and foundations were preserved by carrying out the 

repairs to the roof, or providing a new roof to the building, the value of the walls and foundations in 

connection with the new scheme previously approved by the Council would be about £15,000. 

RESOLVED, That the Committee adhere to their previous decision that they are unable to 

recommend the Council to spend any money on repairing the existing roof which would only last a 

few years, but that, as it is of pressing importance to preserve the building from ruin, they 

recommend that the revised tender of Messrs. Broads of Malvern of £11,256 for providing the new 

roof, raising the walls and provision of clerestory windows and other contingent items be accepted, 

subject to consent to borrowing and raising of loan being obtained, and to contract and bond, 

prepared by the Town Clerk, being entered into. RESOLVED, also, That application be made to the 

Ministry of Health for consent to a loan of £11,256 for the cost of the work and to consent to the 

raising of a loan.  

T. WILFRED WAITE, Chairman.  

ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 29th April, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor; 

Councillors Addis, Avery, Bendall, Bettridge, Grin-made, Rogers and Waite (Councillor Rogers in the 

chair).  



1τSupply to Y.M.C.A. Premises in PromenadeτThe Committee received a deputation consisting of 

Messrs. Dye, Reddings and Naylor requesting that, in view of the large amount of electricity being 

consumed as a result of the all-night service being provided at these premises, they be supplied at a 

lower rate for the duration of the war. RESOLVED, That this be referred to the Borough Electrical 

Engineer for consideration.  

2τ Public LightingτThe Committee further considered the extension of wartime street lighting. The 

cost of installing each lamp would be about and the cost of cleaning and maintenance would also be 

about £1. RESOLVED, That the present number of wartime lamps erected, namely 185, be increased 

by 867 to 1052 and that these be erected in the positions now settled by the Committee. 
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3τElectricity Department DemonstratorτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that the Lady 

Demonstrator had joined the W.A.T.S. at the outbreak of war and her absence had caused 

considerable inconvenience He therefore proposed that a temporary demonstrator be appointed for 

the duration of the war. He also pointed out that Electricity Undertakings throughout the country 

had been asked by the Minister of Food to co-operate in the National Food Economy Campaign by 

giving demonstrations on the preparation of war-time foods, This Committee could assist the 

national effort by arranging such demonstrations not only in their own demonstration room but also 

in schools and halls throughout their area of supply, RESOLVED, That the proposal to engage a 

temporary demonstrator he approved.  

4τLoan for SwitchgearτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that, in view of the increase in 

consumption it had become desirable to replace a number of switches and current transformers 

before heavier loads are reached. RESOLVED, That application be made to the Electricity 

Commissioners for their consent to the installation of 4 new switches at Rowanfield Road Sub-

station and the replacement of 39 current transformers on existing switchgear in 13 other Sub-

stations at a total cost of £1539 and that application be made to the Electricity Commissioners for a 

loan for this amount.  

5τSub-Station InspectorτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that Mr. S. B. Frostad, Sub-

Station Inspector had applied for an increase in salary owing to the increased amount of 

responsibility as a result of the heavier loads of electricity passing through the sub-stations. He was 

receiving £213 4s. 0d. per annum and was not in the Grading Scheme. RESOLVED, That he be put 

into the National Joint Board Schedule, Class E, Grade 9 at a commencing salary of £244 per annum.  

.6τGas Testsτ(a) Quarterly ReportτRead, report of the Gas Examiner for the quarter ended 31st 

ult. which showed the average calorific value to be 472.1 B.Th.U.  

(b) Periodical ReportsτReceived, reports of gas tests made on the 26th and 30th ult. and the 3rd, 

8th, 15th, 17th and 24th inst. which showed the Calorific value on these dates to be 471.6, 450.6, 

479.4, 462.5, 462.0, 477.0 and 472.6 B.Th.U. per cubic foot respectively and the pressure to be 9.0, 

10.3, 9.0, 8.2, 8.2, 8.5 and 8.0 inches of water respectively.  

STANLEY ROGERS,  

Chairman.  



WATER COMMITTEE. 

At a Special Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 1st April, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy 

Mayor ; Alderman Ward and Councillor Barnett (The Deputy Mayor in the chair)  

1τLower Hewletts FarmτThe Town Clerk reported that Mr. Jones of Lower Hewletts Farm had 

given notice to terminate his tenancy on 25th March, 1941. Mr. R. W. Castle attended and reported 

an interview he had had with Mr. Jones. RESOLVED, That a sum of £56 be accepted on account of 

the half year's rent of due on 25th March last, and that Mr. Jones be informed that if he maintains 

the Farm in a satisfactory condition, the Committee will be prepared to waive payment of the 

balance of £10.  

J. H. TRYE, Chairman.  
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At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 16th April, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen Margrett and Ward ; Councillors Barnett, Moore and Morris (Alderman Margrett in the 

chair).  

2τBorough Engineer's ReportτThe Monthly Report of the Borough Engineer was read :τ  

DAILY YIELD OF SPRINGS 

                                                For month ended                     Average for corresponding period  

                                                31st March, 1940                        during the Past 3 years. 

             Hewletts Springs     312,000 gallons                      245,000 gallons 

             Dowdeswell Springs  мΣсмрΣллл  ά                            мΣмнуΣллл   ά 

             Leckhampton Springs    снΣллл   ά                               рнΣллл    ά 

                                     1,989,000                                 1,425,000 

 

                                           CONTENTS OF RESERVOIRS.  

                          Estimated Usable Quantity about     ...          103,799,000 gallons. 

 

3τInspectionsτThe Borough Engineer reported the work carried out by the Water Inspectors 

during the month of March,  

4τAppealsτThe cases entered in the Appeals Book were considered, and the rates settled and 

adjusted.  

5τWater ChargesτThe Committee further considered the application of H.M. Office of Works for a 

reduction in the water charges for the unoccupied premises requisitioned by the Government at the 

outbreak of war, and the Borough Engineer reported that, as authorised at the last Meeting, he had 

agreed that the charge should be at the reduced rate of 80 per cent of the normal sum and that with 

regard to the unoccupied College Boarding Houses where meters were not installed, the rate should 

be SO per cent of the standard charge based on estimate but excluding charge for pupils. RESOLVED, 

That these arrangements be approved.  



6τWater Fittings--The Borough Engineer submitted circular from the British Waterworks 

Association stating that, in view of the need for economy in the use of non-ferrous metals, the 

Association suggested that in order to make a contribution towards the prosecution of the war, " 

Country " type of fittings should be accepted as a war-time measure.  

The Borough Engineer reported that these fittings were tested for pressure at 300 lbs. per square 

inch which left a good margin of safety in most parts of the area of supply, and each fitting was 

stamped with the makers' identification number so that a faulty fitting could be traced to the 

responsible manufacturer. He recommended that the suggestion of the Association should be 

adopted. RESOLVED, That the Committee approve of the recommendation to approve of the 

"Country " type of fitting being provided for the duration of the war.  

7τTewkesbury WaterworksτCoal SuppleτRESOLVED, That the Borough Engineer be instructed to 

accumulate a stock of coal at these Works up to about 600 tons.  

8τSupply to GloucesterτThe Borough Engineer reported that at the last Meeting of the Joint Water 

Board, the Gloucester representatives asked for permission to erect temporarily one of the new 

electrical pumping units so as to give them a supply of 2,000.000 gallons per day from Churchdown 

Reservoirs. The necessary pipe laying and the erection of the pumping unit and the supply of 

electricity for pumping would be provided by the Gloucester Corporation, The Borough Engineer was 

of the opinion that 2,000,000 gallons per day would place too great a strain on the filtration plant, 

and he recommended that the application be acceded to, subject to the quantity of water being 

limited to approximately 1,000,000 gallons per day. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be 

approved and adopted and that the question of the charge to be made to Gloucester Corporation 

for the supply be adjourned until the supply is-in operation to enable the Borough Engineer to 

obtain experience of the working conditions with a view to arriving at the working costs.  
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9τJoint Industrial CouncilτThe Borough Engineer submitted letter of 10th inst. from the Local 

Secretary of the National Union of General & Municipal Workers asking the Corporation to become 

members of the South Western National Joint Industrial Council for Waterworks Undertakings. The 

Borough Engineer reported that it had always been the practice to pay the same rate of wages to the 

employees of the Water Undertaking as for the Highways Department with the appropriate 

adjustments for fitters and other craftsmen, RESOLVED, That consideration of the application be 

adjourned for the present.  

10τHome or Lower FarmτEight Gabled HouseτRead, letter of 14th ult. from Mr. F. J. Pope that he 

was not interested in the purchase of this property,  

11τShooting RightsτThe Town Clerk reported that he had written to Mr. Clutterbuck enquiring if 

he wished to renew his Agreement to take the shooting rights for next Season, but had not yet 

received a reply. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned until the June Meeting of the 

Committee,  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT,  

Chairman.  



GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 23rd April, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Margrett, Ward and Winterbotham ; Councillors Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Grimwade and 

Smith (Alderman Margrett in the chair).  

1τNaming of RoadτRead, letter from Western Estates Ltd. asking for the new road off Brooklyn 

Road to be named Brooklyn Gardens. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to  

2τ Renumbering of HousesτThe Borough Surveyor submitted plans for the revision of the 

numbering of the houses in Elmfield Park Avenue, Hawthorn Road, Orchard Avenue and St. George's 

Drive. RESOLVED, That these be approved and that the Borough Surveyor be instructed to have the 

houses renumbered accordingly.  

3τLeckhampton Hill (Waggon Quarry)τThe Committee considered an application from Mr. F. T. 

Coke for stone from this quarry. The Street and Highway Committee had considered the application 

and recommended that this be granted, the Corporation to employ a workman to remove the stone 

from the quarry face and to drop it on the bed of the quarry, Mr. Coke to remove the stone and clear 

the rubbish and to pay for all material removed at approximately 1s 6d. per ton or such higher price 

as the Borough Surveyor considers reasonable. RESOLVED, That this be approved, subject to the 

right of the Council to determine the arrangement at any time on one month's notice.  

4τNational ServiceτRESOLVED, on the recommendation of the Street and Highway Committee, 

That the Committee consent to L. Harmer (Pavior), aged 30, enlisting in H.M. Forces.  

5τDiseases Amongst AnimalsτSuperintendent Hopkins reported that the Borough was free from 

contagious diseases amongst animals.  

6τDomestic AgenciesτSuperintendent Hopkins reported that all the Agencies in the Borough had 

been visited and the books examined and found to be in order for the Quarter ended 25th March 

last.  
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7τPolice ForceτRead, letter of 19th inst. from the Chief Constable that as a result of the war there 

were now 56 vacancies  in the Force in the County and that with the approval of the Standing Joint 

Committee several youths had been engaged as Junior Clerks and one of them is employed in 

Superintendent Hopkins Office. The salary paid was the County Council scale commencing at £50 per 

annum with annual increments of £12 10s. 0d. ; the youths would probably join the force as 

Constables when they were old enough to do so in about two years' time, The employment of these 

clerks avoided the necessity of bringing a constable into the Office from street duty to take the place 

of a man absent on rest day etc., and resulted in an extra constable being available for patrol. 

RESOLVED, That the Committee agree to the employment of the junior clerk for the duration of the 

war and for such additional period as may be necessary to recruit and train enough men to fill the 

vacancies then existing  

8τLocal Government Staff (War Service) Act, 1939τRead, Circular 1994 of 17th inst. that the 

Ministry of Health was prepared to recognise as War Service for the purposes of this Act, the 



employment on armament production, including the building and repair of ships, of employees of 

Local Authorities who undertake such employment with the consent of their authority with a view to 

preserving the superannuation rights of such employees, Such recognition would normally be 

subject to the following conditions. 

(1) The men are surplus to the essential requirements of the local authority.  

(2) Arrangements for their transfer are made with the concurrence of the local branch of the 

Ministry of Labour and National Service.  

The Minister called the attention of the local authorities to the urgent need in the national interest 

to secure that the skilled labour available in the country shall be used to the best advantage, and 

asked if local authorities would consider this matter particularly in relation to those of their 

employees who are skilled workers in engineering or shipbuilding industries. RESOLVED, That the 

Circular be considered if and when any applications are received from employees for consent to 

transfer to armament production works but that the Committee do not consider that the Council 

should be called upon to continue superannuation payments and promise re-instatement for such 

employees who wish to transfer to the armament industry on account of the higher rates of wages 

payable in these industries.  

9τRooksτRead, letter of 22nd inst. from the District Executive Officer of the Gloucestershire War 

Agriculture Committee calling attention to the desirability of destroying rooks in order to prevent 

damage to the corn crops. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to destroy any nests 

built in the trees on the shopping side of the Promenade as hitherto  

10τShops Act, 1934τRead, letter of 15th inst. from the Education Secretary that during the past 

few months 401 visits have been made to the shops in the Borough when it was found that the 

majority of the employers were carrying out the provisions of the Act. In 29 cases the required 

records were not being kept and in 3 cases juveniles were being employed for excessive hours. The 

employers concerned had been warned and satisfactory replies had been received and the 

Education Secretary did not recommend that legal action should be taken as each employer had 

given an undertaking that the regulations under the Act will be strictly complied with in the future.  

11τProvincial Council for Administrative Staffs etc.τRead, letter of 8th inst. from the National Joint 

Council for Local Authorities' Administrative, Technical and Clerical Services asking the Council to 

become a constituent member of the Provincial Council to be established for the South Western 

Area. RESOLVED, That the Committee do not recommend the Council to join.  

12τHouse to House Collections ActτRESOLVED, That the application of Mr. W. B. J. Brown for a 

licence to permit house to house collections in aid of the Gloucester Diocesan Association for the 

Welfare of the Deaf and Dumb be granted for one year from 1st May, 1940 subject to compliance 

with the House to House Collections regulations.  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT  

136  



FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 29th April, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Bush, 

Fisher, Green and Grimwade (Councillor Grimwade in the chair). 

1τMonthly Report of Acting Chief OfficerτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that since the last 

Meeting the Brigade had attended 7 calls to fire, as follows :τ  

1940 March 20th  Parabola Road. 

March 25th   Hewletts Farm. 

March 27th   Pyatts Hotel. 

April 7th   21-23 Prestbury Road. 

April 13th   Brooklyn Road. 

April 20th   20 Hales Road. 

April 24th   16 Severn Road.  

 

2-Mutual Assistance SchemeτThe Acting Chief Officer submitted draft Mutual Assistance Scheme 

which the Council were required to make under the Fire Brigades Act, 1938. He recommended that 

reciprocal mutual assistance schemes should be entered into with the Fire Brigade Authorities of 

Gloucester City, Tewkesbury Borough, Stroud and Cirencester Urban Districts, and the Cheltenham 

and North Cotswold Rural Districts with a scheme of payment in accordance with the scale laid down 

by the Home Office in their Circular dated 28th July last. RESOLVED, That the recommendations of 

the Acting Chief Officer be adopted and that the Town Clerk be instructed to approach the above-

mentioned local authorities asking them to join in the scheme.  

3τLeyland Fire EngineτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that the old Leyland Fire Engine had now 

been sent to the Leyland works for complete overhaul. The Manufacturers estimated the cost of the 

work at £176 13s. 5d. as compared with the sum of £290 0s. 0d. provided for this in the Committee's 

Estimates. He recommended that the opportunity should be taken of having the machine repainted 

at an estimated cost of £60 0s. 0d. RESOLVED, That consideration of having the machine painted be 

deferred until it is received back from the works.  

4τAuxiliary Fire Service--(a) RESOLVED, That the Acting Chief Officer be authorised to purchase four 

double-headed ball hydrant standpipes and keys, the cost of which would rank for grant.  

(b) ExercisesτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that three trailer pumps and crews took part in an 

exercise at Gloucester on the 14th April and four trailer pumps and crews attended an exercise at 

Stroud on the 21st April. A large pump and crew also attended the Regional Exercise at Swindon on 

the 28th inst. 

(c) The Town Clerk submitted the following Circulars from the Home Office. No. 37, Steel Control. 

No. 36, Timber Control. No. 26, Anti-Gas protective clothing. No. 29, Instructions to Air Raid 

Warnings for reporting fires. No 34, Travelling Expenses for unpaid volunteers. No. 31, re Auxiliary 

Fire Stations. RESOLVED, That these be referred to the Acting Chief Officer for attention.  

(d) Foam CompoundτRead, circular No. 33a of 13th inst. from the Home Office setting out the 

arrangements made for obtaining cheaper foam by central purchase. RESOLVED, That 40 gallons be 

purchased at a cost of 9s 10d, per gallon, the cost of which will rank for grant.  



(e) Supplementary Fire PartiesτRead, Circular of 19th inst. from the Home Office enclosing 

Memorandum of a Scheme for the issue of stirrup hand-pumps to fire parties for the use of informal 

fire parties and asking if the Council were prepared to co-operate in this scheme. The number of 

pumps which will be allocated to the Borough is 25. The primary condition of supply is that fire 

authorities should undertake to organise and train fire parties consisting of at least three persons 

per pump. The pump should be stored at premises, preferably those occupied throughout the 24 

hours, but not at premises for which firefighting precautions are required to be provided by the Civil 

Defence Act, In the selection of fire parties care should be taken to choose reliable persons who will 

command the confidence of their neighbours. RESOLVED, That the Council are prepared to co-

operate in the scheme and that the Acting Chief Officer be instructed to report as to the recruitment 

of personnel and the districts where hand-pumps should be allocated.  

(f) Military ServiceτRead, Circular No. 35 of 25th inst. from the Home Office in regard to the 

deferment of the calling up of men in the 26 and 27 age groups who were engaged on whole time 

Auxiliary Fire Service. The Acting Chief Officer reported that application had already been made for 

the deferment of the calling up of two men in the 26 age group and he recommended that 

application be made for the deferment of the calling up of two men in the 27 age group. RESOLVED, 

That this be approved.  
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(g) Read, letter of 19th inst. from the Home Office that instructions had been given to issue 1,500 

feet of 3 ½ in. unlined delivery hose as soon as supplies become available. 

(h) StoresτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that it was imperative that further accommodation 

should be provided for storing the large amount of clothing and equipment etc. being delivered from 

time to time for the Auxiliary Fire Service, RESOLVED, That the Acting Chief Officer be instructed to 

inspect the vacant premises in Pittville Street and Albion Street and that, if one of these premises 

appear suitable, the Street and Highway Committee be recommended to approve of it being used 

for the purpose of stores and that application be made to the Home Office for approval to the rent 

of the premises ranking for grant.  

(i) Auxiliary Fire StationsτRead, letters of 23rd inst. from the Home Office that they were prepared 

to recognise for grant a rent of £16 0s. 0d. for the use of Mr. Horsman's garage from the 1st 

September, 1939 to the 11th January, 1940 a rent of £30 0s. 0d. per annum as from the 11th January 

in respect of the garage at the rear of 10 Lansdown Terrace ; and £40 0s. 0d. per annum in respect of 

the premises belonging to Newmek Ltd. from the 2nd September, 1939.  

(j) The Acting Chief Officer reported that, if another room could be found for a recreation room for 

the Auxiliary Fire Service, the room in the Fire Station at present used by them could be used for 

storage purposes. RESOLVED, That the Chairman be authorised to see what terms can be arranged 

for renting the Parish Church Young Men's Club Room at the rear of the Parish Hall.  

(k) The Acting Chief Officer reported that Volunteers were urgently needed for the Auxiliary Fire 

Service to bring this-up to the full strength of 250, and that the resignations received from time to 

time exceeded the number of new volunteers. RESOLVED, That a selection of appliances be 

displayed on the broad pavement in front of the Post Office on the 4th May and also that a 



demonstration of firefighting appliances be given at Marle Hill Annexe on Whit Monday with a view 

to attracting Volunteers to the Service. 

5τProfessional FiremenτRead, application from four of the regular firemen and the Acting Third 

Officer who had completed 12 months service for an increase in wages owing to the increase in the 

cost of living Their wages were at present £3 10s. 0d. a week plus uniform. The Acting Chief Officer 

recommended that the application be granted. Most Corporations of the size of Cheltenham had 

adopted the Middlebrook Scale of pay which was £3 10s. 0d. a week rising by annual increments of 

2s to £4 10s. 0d. a week in addition to which each man was provided with free living accommodation 

or equivalent rent allowance. RESOLVED, That the application be not granted  

6τActing Deputy Chief OfficerτRead, application from the Acting Deputy Chief Officer for an 

increase in his salary RESOLVED, That, in view of the extra work carried out by this Officer owing to 

the absence of the Chief Officer, his salary be increased by £25 to £250 per annum.  

7τActing Chief OfficerτRead, application from the Acting Chief Officer for an increase in salary. 

RESOLVED, That, in view of the increased duties carried out by him in the absence of the Chief 

Officer and the work in connection with the Auxiliary Fire Service, his salary be increased by £50 to 

£300 per annum rising to £325 per annum in one year's time.  

8τChief OfficerτThe Chairman reported an interview he had had with the Chief Officer who had 

not yet been able to-obtain other accommodation. RESOLVED, That, in the circumstances he be 

allowed to remain in possession of the house at 6 St. George's Parade until the 24th June when the 

Corporation's tenancy of the flat occupied by the Acting Chief Officer expires.  

9τThe Fire Brigades Regional OrderτThe Town Clerk submitted this Order which came into force 

on the 18th inst and revoked the former Order dated 1st September last. RESOLVED, That this be 

referred to the Acting Chief Officer.  

H. C. GRIMWADE,  

Chairman.  
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ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 8th April, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bendall, Bush, Compton, Green and Grimwade ; Messrs. A. Ball and E. M. Yeend (Councillor Green in 

the chair).  

1τAllotments Inspection τ(a) CultivationτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that most of the 

allotments were being cultivated, but the following were still in an unsatisfactory state of cultivation, 

viz. No. 38 Alma Road, No. 35 Creamery Piece, Nos. 105 and 177 North Ward and Nos. 87, 89 and 92 

Marle Hill. The Town Clerk reported that the Marle Hill Allotments were in the occupation of the 

Unemployed Allotment Association, RESOLVED, That he be instructed to write to the tenants of the 

allotments and also to the Unemployed Allotment Association informing them that if steps are not 

taken at once to put the allotments into a proper state of cultivation, the matter will be reported to 



the next Meeting of this Committee with a view to steps being taken to obtain possession of the 

allotments.  

(b) Nos 87 and 88 Asquith RoadτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the tenants of these 

allotments had encroached and dug up part of the footpath RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be 

instructed to write calling their attention to this.  

2τRebates in RentτRESOLVED, That the tenants of Nos. 57 and 87b Asquith Road and Nos. 16 and 

40 Alma Road be granted the use of these allotments rent free for six months in view of their bad 

condition, but that the applications of the tenants of Nos. 86 North Ward and 1 Gappers Field be not 

granted  

3τOrchard, Marsh Laneτ It was reported that this orchard was in a bad condition, especially the 

portion adjoining the Railway, and complaints were being received of the seeding of the weeds on to 

land adjoining. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to write to the tenant calling his 

attention to this and requiring him to properly cultivate the same in accordance with the terms of his 

Agreement,  

4τAllotment No. 62, North WardτRESOLVED, That the application of the Y.M.C.A. for the use of 

this allotment rent free be not granted.  

5τEnamelled NoticesτRead, letter of 6th ult. from the National Enamels Ltd. offering to supply 

notices for Allotment Gardens at the price of 4s each. RESOLVED, That this offer be not entertained 

but that the Gardens Superintendent be instructed to have the existing Notices at the various 

allotments repainted.  

W. J. GREEN.  

Chairman. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 8th April, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Addis, Bush, 

Bendall, Compton, Fisher, Green and Grimwade (Councillor Green in the chair).  

1τGardens Superintendent's Reportτ(a) Food ProductionτThe Gardens Superintendent reported 

that a small amount of vegetable and salad produce was being sent to the Market weekly.  

(b) Promenade GardensτNaming of FlowersτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that he had 

made arrangements for the erection of a notice board in each half of the Promenade Gardens A plan 

of the flower beds would be posted up and as the plants and bulbs come into flower the names will 

be shown on the plan, and he proposed to fix large labels on the flower beds at Pittville Gardens, 

RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(c) Wages of R. HaleτThe Gardens Superintendent submitted an application from R. Hale for an 

increase in wages. RESOLVED, That his wages be increased to £2 per week.  



2τHatherley ParkτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the pump supplying the water for the Lake, 

which was now situate in a well, was not satisfactory owing to the fact that water percolated 

through the cover and condensation was also caused in the well from the heat of the pump which 

was likely to damage the pump. He suggested that the pump should be housed in a cedar wood 

building in the position shown on the plan submitted, the cost of which he estimated at £15. 

RESOLVED, That this be approve.  

3τSandford Park FountainτThe Borough Surveyor reported that since the damage to this fountain 

by frost reported to the February Meeting further damage had been caused by the severe frosts. 

Messrs. R. L. Boulton & Sons proposed to cut out the damaged stone work and to replace this with 

new stone which they estimated would cost £20-£25. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

4τRoyal Crescent GardenτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor and Gardens Superintendent be 

asked to inspect and report to the next Meeting of this Committee upon the question of seeding and 

maintenance of this Garden.  

5τSandford ParkτThe Town Clerk reported that Messrs. Bertram Mills had now arranged for their 

Circus to visit Cheltenham on the 20th, 21st and 22nd May and they asked for permission to place a 

small van on the ground for one week previous to the arrival of the Circus for the purpose of 

installing the telephone. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

6τCricket PitchesτRESOLVED, That two pitches be allocated to the Black-out Club at the St. Mark's 

Recreation Ground and one pitch at St. Mark's Recreation Ground and one pitch at Agg Gardner 

Recreation Ground to the Y.M.C.A. for the coming season, and also one pitch at Naunton Park 

Ground on Wednesday evenings and Saturday afternoons to the Tivoli Greyhounds Club.  

7τTewkesbury Road Playing Fieldτ(a) RESOLVED, That the tenant of the grazing rights be given 

notice to terminate his tenancy for grazing with a view to increasing his rent to £1 10s. 0d. per acre, 

subject to the condition that no horses or cattle he allowed to graze on the land.  

(b) CustodianτRESOLVED, That the Custodian of this Ground be given one week's notice to 

terminate his employment and that the Gardens Superintendent be asked to report on the matter at 

the next Meeting of this Committee.  

W. J. GREEN,  

Chairman.  
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ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 11th April, 1940. PresentτAlderman Clara F. 

Winterbotham ; Dr. R. Davies and Major J G. N. Clift (Alderman Winterbotham in the chair).  

1τCurator's Report for February and March, 1940τVisitors-6,152 (last year 4,795). Included in 

these figures were the following parties :-10 children from Upper Thomas Street School, 10 children 

from Handsworth Grammar School, 188 girls from King Edward's High School and Pate's Grammar 



School for lecture by Rev. Canon Gough. The Curator gave two talks to parties of 69 and 54 girls from 

the Ladies' College.  

ReceiptsτPostcards, Catalogues, etc. 19s 2d. "Friends of the Art Gallery and Museum Fund" £13 4s. 

3d. Total £14 3s. 5d. 

Annual AttendanceτThe total attendance for the year ended 31st March, 1940 was 34,129 (last 

year 33,050). A Printed Report will be issued in due course.  

South-Western Group of Museums and Art GalleriesτThe Curator attended the Ninth Annual 

Meeting of this Society at Taunton on 8th March, as the Committee's representative.  

StaffτThe following members of the staff had been absent owing to sickness :τ Mr. C. L. Jackson 

(13 days), Mr. G. A. Lewis (4 days).  

2τDonationsτGifts to the Museum had been received from the following :τThe late Mr. Kington 

Baker, Mrs. W. Cory, Mr. T. L. Crow, Mrs. E. E. Handy, Mr. J. P. Holborow, the late Miss J. Lyon, Mr. 

W. Payne, Miss M. Phillips, Miss Pudan, Mr. Spreutels, Mr. R. J. Stacpoole, Mrs. Steele and Mr. EΩ 

Thompson, RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Donors,  

3τGeneral AccountτRESOLVED, That 5 Bygones (19s), 11 coins (3s), Worcester Coffee Cup (7s 6d), 

2 Worcester Plates (£6), and Teapot, ? Castleford (4) be purchased at a total cost of £11 9s. 6d.  

4--" Friends of the Art Gallery and Museum Fund "τRESOLVED, That Worcester Teapot (£4 10s. 0d.) 

and Print of Admiral Rous and Mr. Payne (£1 15s. Od). [£1 15s. 0d. had been given anonymously for 

the purchase of this item through the " Friends Fund "] be purchased from the Fund at a total cost of 

£6 5s. 0d.  

5--Black-Out ClubτThe Curator reported that he had placed 28 prints and paintings on the walls of 

the Black-Out Club, as a loan from this Committee. Read, letter of thanks from the Hon. Secretary of 

the Black-Out Club.  

6τThe late Miss Janet C. FisherτThe Curator reported as to a gift from the Rev. F. C. Fisher of 8 oil 

paintings, 3 water-colours and 19 colour prints by the late Janet Caroline Fisher of Kemerton. 

RESOLVED, That the best thanks of the Committee be sent to the donor.  

7τPortraits of Thomas Hughes and his wife, dated 1774τThe Curator reported as to the recent sale 

of these two Cheltenham portraits. RESOLVED, That the Curator be instructed to enquire the price at 

which these portraits might be purchased for the town.  

8τExhibitionsτ(a) The Curator reported on correspondence which he had had with regard to the 

loan of certain national art properties to the Art Gallery. RESOLVED, That the Curator be instructed 

to give every facility for the proposed loan.  

(b) Read, letter from the Ministry of Information asking if facilities could be given for a propaganda 

exhibition. RESOLVED, That for the present the Committee regret that they cannot provide facilities, 

but that facilities be given at the earliest possible moment.  



9τWhit MondayτRESOLVED, That the Art Gallery and Museum remain open on Whit Monday 

(13th May) until 6 p.m.  

10τDate of Next MeetingτRESOLVED, That the next Meeting of the Committee be held on Friday, 

14th June, at 11 a.m.  

CLARA F. WINTERBOTHAM,  

Chairman.  
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CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 26th April, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Betteridge, 

Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green and Moore (Councillor Rev. de Courcy Ireland in the chair).  

1τSuperintendent's ReportτRead, Report of the Superintendent for the period from 16th March to 

26th April. Number of Interments 79; Cremations 27 ; Grave Spaces sold 21 (1st Position 2, 2nd 

Position 2, 4th Position 17); New Memorials erected 11; New Inscriptions 16.  

2τGrants of Grave Spaces SoldτRESOLVED, That the Common Seal be affixed to Grants Nos. 10174 

to 10194  

3τDesignsτRESOLVED, That the Designs Nos. 2517 to 2541, as set out in the Designs Book, signed 

by the Chairman, be approved  

4τMaintenance of Grave "689,K"---Miss A Pope, DeceasedτRead, letter of 17th inst. from Messrs 

Ivens, Thompson, & Green that this lady had bequeathed a sum of £100 free of duty to the 

Corporation for the maintenance and upkeep of this Grave, RESOLVED, That this legacy be accepted 

and that the sum of £100 be invested and the income thereof be applied in keeping the grave and 

grave-stone thereon in good order and repair and the lettering thereon legible, subject to the usual 

condition that the Corporation should not be required to replace the headstone in the event of this 

becoming perished or destroyed.  

E. S. DE COURCY IRELAND,  

Chairman.  

PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 12th April, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Bush, 

Compton, Garland, Grimwade and Lipson; Rev. Canon Johnstone ; Dr. R. Davies ; Messrs. S. J Clarke 

and C. E. Walsh (Councillor Lipson in the chair)  

1τLibrarian's Report for February and March, 1940τReceipts £53 19s. 4d.  

Number of Volumes IssuedτReference Department 10,529; Lending Department 51,935 ; Junior 

Department 8,220 ; School Libraries (January to March) 7,468. Total 78,152 (last year 72,456).  



Annual IssueτThe total issue for the year ended 31st March, 1940 was 415,085 (last year 379,633) 

[This constitutes a further record A Printed Report will be issued in due course.  

Replacements and Binding-157 volumes had been replaced, 274 volumes had been returned from 

the binder and a further 266 volumes dispatched.  

LecturesτThe following lectures had been given in the Art Gallery :- 

                    1940. 

19th February  Mr. W. H. Brasher on " To Venice by motor-car." Attendance 98. 

26th    ά        Rev. E. C. Hanson on "The origin and growth of parliamentary government in 

England.'' Attendance 65. 

4th March      Mr. H. Browning Button on " Delights of Devon-Dartmoor country." Attendance 143.  

6th     ά        Mr. H. J. Timperley on " British Foreign Policy in the Far East." Attendance 137  

11th    ά         Mr. H. H. Albino on " Thoughts and talks on Italy." Attendance 126. 

18th    ά         Mr. J. T. J. Gooding on " H.M. Customs and Excise." Attendance 44. 

 

The total attendance at the 17 winter lectures had been 2,031, an average of 119 per lecture. The 

collections had produced the sum of £20 6s. 10d. towards "The Friends of the Art Gallery and 

Museum Fund "  
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BoilerτThe Vulcan Boiler Insurance Co. had examined the boiler and found no defects.  

StaffτThe following members had been absent owing to sickness :τ 

Miss S. Graham-Smith a further 18 days, Miss P. E. Morgan 4 weeks, F. D. W. Smith, 9 days, Miss A. 

Harris 2 days.  

CellarsτFollowing the installation of a Strong-Room, reorganisation of reserve books was being 

carried out, and certain basement accommodation was being lime-washed.  

2τDonations--63 volumes and 2 pamphlets had been received as gifts from 20 donors. RESOLVED, 

That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Donors.  

3τBooksτRESOLVED, (a) That 508 volumes, published at £185 5s. 3d., be purchased for £118 3s. 

11d. 

(b) That £100 be spent on Binding. 

(c) That £60 be spent on Replacements.  

d) That 4 volumes, published at £14 8s. 0d. be purchased for £5 8s. 2d from the Leslie Young 

Benefaction Account.  

4τBook-cases from Mrs. V. P. IrvingτRESOLVED, That the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to 

Mrs. V. P. Irving for her gift of two book-cases.  



5τNational Central LibraryτRESOLVED, That a special direct subscription of £2 2s. 0d. be made for 

the year ending 31st March, 1941.  

6τElectrical RepairsτFollowing the fall of a holophane shade in the Reference Department, the 

Librarian had had all the electric flexibles overhauled and replaced where necessary at a cost of £4 

19s. 9d. RESOLVED, That the Librarian's action be approved.  

7τBooks for the Troops and Cheltenham Black-Out ClubτThe appeal issued in " The Echo " had met 

with a good response, and 780 volumes and 71 magazines had been collected and allocated as 

follows :-54 volumes to Black-Out Club, 204 volumes and 71 magazines to troops stationed locally, 

and 522 volumes to the Lord Mayor of London's appeal  

8τCo-operation with the County Library -Read, letter of 27th March, 1940 from the Gloucestershire 

County Education Secretary, stating that the Gloucestershire County Library Committee proposed 

making a payment of £100 per annum to the Cheltenham Public Library Committee for books lent to 

County Library readers. RESOLVED, That the Committee reiterate their decision of 15th December 

last that they cannot see their way to accept this proposal. [27,486 volumes had been issued to 

County readers during the year ended 30th March, 1940, the payment due from the County being 

£141 15s. 0d.]  

9τWhit MondayτRESOLVED, That all Departments of the Library be closed on Whit Monday, 13th 

May, 1940.  

10τDate of Next MeetingτRESOLVED, That the next Meeting of this Committee be held on Friday, 

14th June, 1940.  

D. L. LIPSON,  

Chairman.  
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RATING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 4th April, 1940. PresentτAlderman Ward ; 

Councillors-Barnett, Bettridge, Bush and Moore (Alderman Ward in the chair).  

1τProposalsτThe Committee considered proposals submitted by the Rating and Valuation Officer. 

RESOLVED, That these be submitted for the revision of Assessments as now settled by the 

Committee,  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 30th April, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen. Pruen, Taylor and Ward; Councillors Garland, Grimwade and Waite (Alderman Taylor in 

the chair).  



1τGeneral Rate --Read, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 27th inst., on the collection of the 

First Instalment of this Rate. Amount collected 1770 Leaving Outstanding £129,655  

2τWater RateτRead, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 27th inst., on the collection of this 

Rate for the half year ending 30th September, 1940. Amount collected £103.  

3τAccounts Rota Committee--Reported Meeting on the 30th inst. PresentτAlderman Taylor (in the 

chair) and Alderman Ward ; and Councillor Leigh James. The Accounts were examined and 

recommended for payment. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and adopted.  

4τLoansτ(a) The Borough Treasurer reported that the Building Society had now advanced the 

remaining £20,000 under the mortgage of £150,000. 

(b) RESOLVED, That the Borough Treasurer be authorised to arrange terms for the renewal of the 

loan of £6,000 from the Preston Shelley Assurance Society as now approved by the Committee.  

5τHousing BondsτThe Borough Treasurer reported that since the last Meeting Housing Bonds 

amounting to £2,825 had been renewed on the terms now reported.  

6τJoint AirportτThe Borough Treasurer reported that the Gloucester City Treasurer had suggested 

that the Tithe Rent of £34 16s. 8d. per annum should be redeemed. The redemption on 25 years' 

purchase would cost approximately £895 16s. 8d. RESOLVED, That the Committee are prepared to 

agree to the redemption if the Gloucester City Council are also willing.  

7τMidwives' ActsτThe Borough Treasurer submitted letter from the District Nursing Association 

asking if the Corporation would make their own arrangements for collecting the Doctors' fees under 

this Act. RESOLVED, That the Association be asked to continue to collect the fees as originally agreed 

by them as the Committee consider this can best be done by the Association who are in constant 

contact with their patients.  

8--Insurancesτ(a) RESOLVED, That the Borough Treasurer be instructed to submit a list of the Fire 

Insurances at the next Meeting with a view to the Committee considering the desirability of 

increasing insurance values in view of the increased cost of building materials and labour. (b) Pittville 

StreetτRESOLVED, That the Borough Treasurer be instructed to insure the plate-glass windows of 

the various Pittville Street, Albion Street and Winchcomb Street shops belonging to the Corporation.  
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9τSuperannuationτ(a) The Borough Treasurer reported that P. Kelley died on active service on the 

27th inst. RESOLVED, That the Borough Treasurer be authorised to refund his contributions 

amounting to £85 5s. 11d. plus Compound Interest at 3 per cent amounting to £20 19s. 7d. to his 

legal representatives.  

(b) The Borough Treasurer reported that J. Jones (ex-labourer) died on the 30th inst. RESOLVED, That 

his contributions amounting to £67 8s. 7d. plus interest £14 1s. 1d. less pensions paid £41 11s. 3d., 

leaving £39 18s. 5d. be paid to his legal representatives.  

(c) The Borough Treasurer reported that J. M. Bellamy (Meter Clerk) resigned on the 30th inst. 

RESOLVED, That his contributions amounting to £10 2s. 9d. be refunded to him.  



10τAdministrative StaffτRESOLVED, That it be an instruction to the Borough Treasurer that in 

future no overtime shall be paid to the members of the Administrative Staff without the consent of 

this Committee or, in case of urgency, the consent of the Chairman,  

11τFinance DepartmentτRead, report of the Sub-Committee appointed to consider the salaries of 

the staff in the Borough Treasurer's Department. They recommended that the following increases in 

salary as from 1st April, 1940 be given, namely :τ  

                                                      Present 

                                                                 Salary. Grade. 

R. S. Paynter   ...   Cash Posting etc. ...           £56     B     To be promoted to Grade C. £169 

P. C. Hall      ...   Control Meter Readers       £156   B               ά          ά    C. £169 

C, Ling  ...    Despatch of Bills etc.  ...      £156      B               ά          ά   C. £169 

J. Moore              Billing Machine   ...   ...     £156     B                ά          ά   C. £169 

W. E. Roddis    ...   New Consumers' Enquiries   £156     B                ά           ά   C. £169 

A. M. Smith  Ledger Clerk and Relief Cashier   £182     C               ά           ά   D. £195     

J. G. Ayres       Costing             .         £182     C                ά           ά   D. £195 

S. A. Harris  Allotments, Housing Rentals etc.    £156     B                ά           ά   C. £169    

 

RESOLVED, That the recommendation of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

12τMontpellier RotundaτRESOLVED, That facilities by way of loan up to a principal sum of £2183, 

at any one time outstanding be arranged with the Corporation Bankers, Lloyds Bank Ltd., and the 

Corporation hereby acknowledge liability to the said loan and undertake to make repayments spread 

over a period of 10 years at the rate of £218 6s. 0d. per annum, exclusive of interest. RESOLVED, 

also, That an Equitable Mortgage over the Corporation's premises known as Hayden Sewage Farm, 

near Cheltenham, be created in favour of the Bank to secure repayment to the Bank of all moneys 

and liabilities at any time due owing or incurred by the Corporation to the Bank, and that the 

Borough Treasurer (Mr. E. W. Deacon) be authorised to make the necessary arrangements with the 

Bank, and that the Town Clerk (Mr. R. Owen Seacome) be authorised to sign on behalf of the 

Corporation such charge form as the Bank may require.  

13-Water UndertakingτThe Town Clerk submitted report of Messrs. Gerald Eve & Co. on their 

negotiations with Messrs. Milne & Bourne on the re-assessment of the Water Undertaking. The total 

rateable value of the Undertaking had now been agreed at £14,539 as compared with the rateable 

value originally reported by Messrs. Milne & Bourne at £15,140 showing a reduction of £601. 

P. P. TAYLOR,  

Chairman. 
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Borough of Cheltenham 

Municipal Offices, Cheltenham, 30th May, 1940. 

Sir, 



You are hereby summoned to attend the Monthly Meeting of the Council, to be held at the 

MUNICIPAL OFFICES, PROMENADE, on MONDAY the 3rd day of June, 1940, at THREE O'CLOCK in 

the Afternoon, at which Meeting the following Business is proposed to be transacted, and any other 

business that may legally be transacted at such Meeting.  

1. To approve and confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting.  

2. To elect a member of the Council to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Ben L. James.  

3. Communications by the Mayor.  

4. To approve or otherwise, the proceedings of :τTHE PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE HOUSING 

COMMITTEE STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE TOWN 

IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE WATER COMMITTEE 

GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE ALLOTMENTS 

COMMITTEE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE RATING COMMITTEE FINANCE COMMITTEE  

5. The Deputy Mayor to Move in accordance with notice duly given :τ" That it be an instruction to 

all Committees that no enemy alien is to be employed, whether paid or assisting in a voluntary 

capacity, under the Corporation and that the services of any at present so employed or assisting are 

to be dispensed with forthwith."  

6. To appoint a member of the Education Committee to fill vacancy caused by expiration of term of 

office of Mr. P. R. Clauss.  

7. To nominate A.R.P. Sub-Controller for the Borough and Charlton Kings.  

8. Memorials, Applications, Complaints, &c.  

To each Member of the Council.  

Yours faithfully,  

Town Clerk. 

Borough of Cheltenham 

At a Quarterly Meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Cheltenham, duly convened and 

held at the Municipal Offices in the said Borough, on Monday, 6th May, 1940, at 3 p.m. Present :  

The Mayor (Councillor John Howell, C.B.E., F.R.C.S., J.P.) in the chair. The Deputy Mayor (Alderman 

Capt. John Henry Trye, C.B.E., R.N. Retd.).  

Aldermen Leigh James, Margrett, C.B.E., J.P., Pates, Pruen, Taylor, Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham, 

M.B.E., J.P. ; Councillors Addis, J.P., Capt. Avery, Barnett, Bendall, Bettridge, Bush, Compton, Rev. de 

Courcy Ireland, M.A., Fisher, Garland, Green, Dr. Hayward, M.B.E., M.B., B.S., Lipson, M.A., M.P., 

Miller, Moore, Morris, Rogers, Smith, Till and Waite.  

ApologiesτApologies for absence were received from Councillors Fletcher and Grimwade.  



1τMinutes of Previous MeetingτRESOLVED, That the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Town 

Council held on the 1st April, 1940, having been printed and a copy sent to each Member of the 

Council, be taken as read, and that the same be adopted and confirmed.  

2τProceedings of CommitteesτRESOLVED, That the proceedings of the under-mentioned 

Committees at their Meetings held on the dates respectively appearing be approved and confirmed 

:τ 

Public Health .. Meeting held April 8  

Housing ..... Meeting held April 18  

Street and Highway Meeting held April 22  

Maternity and Child Welfare Meetings held March 5 & April 22  

Town Planning Meeting held April 25  

Town Improvement and Spa ... Meeting held April 26  

Subject to the following Amendmentsτ(1) Moved by Councillor Bush and seconded by Councillor 

Barnett : " That Minute No 5 (a) with regard to the letting of the Town Hall for Dances during the 

Summer Season be referred back for further consideration." (2) Moved by Alderman Pruen and 

seconded by Alderman Leigh James " That Minute No. 12 with regard to the Winter Garden, be not 

approved."  

(An Amendment was moved by Councillor Garland and seconded by Councillor Morris "That Minute 

No. 12 with regard to the Winter Garden be not approved and that the building be demolished."  

On being put to the Meeting the Mayor declared the Amendment lost by 15 votes to 10 votes.  

The following voted for the Amendment, namely :τAldermen Leigh James and Pates ; Councillors 

Barnett, Bettridge, Garland, Green, Hayward, Miller, Morris and Till.  

The following voted against the Amendment, namely :τThe Mayor ; The Deputy Mayor ; Aldermen 

Margrett, Ward and Winterbotham ; Councillors Addis, Avery, Bush, Compton, Rev. de Courcy 

Ireland, Lipson, Moore, Rogers, Smith and Waite). 
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Electricity and Lighting   Meeting held April 29  

Water   Meetings  held April 1 & 16  

RESOLVED, Also, That Mr. F. May, of Fairford, rabbit catcher, and two assistants be engaged to kill 

the rabbits in Dowdeswell Wood for a fortnight at a wage of 10s per man per day, the Corporation to 

retain the rabbits.  

(An Amendment moved by Councillor Addis and seconded by Councillor Compton : "That Minute No. 

9 with regard to joining a Joint Industrial Council be not approved and that the Council do join the 

South Midland National Joint Industrial Council for Waterworks Undertakings" was lost).  



General Purposes and Watch   Meeting held April 23  

RESOLVED, Also, That consent be given to the Cheltenham District Traction Company to extend their 

Omnibus Service along Gloucester Road from Tennyson Road to Arle Court.  

Fire Brigade Meeting held April 29 

Allotments Meeting held April 8 

Parks and Recreation Grounds Meeting held April 8 

RESOLVED, Also, That permission be given to the Musical Festival to display posters advertising the 

Festival Concert at Montpellier Gardens, Sandford Park and Pittville Gardens.  

Art Gallery and Museum ... Meeting held April 11  

Subject to an Amendment moved by The Deputy Mayor and seconded by Councillor Barnett : "That 

the following words be added to Minute 8 (b)  but facilities will be given at the earliest possible 

moment.' " 

Cemetery and Crematorium   Meeting held April 26  

Public Library   Meeting held April 12  

Rating  Meeting held April 4  

Finance ... Meeting held April 30  

RESOLVED, also, That an Order on the Borough Treasurer he signed authorising him to pay to the 

several Corporations, Companies and Persons mentioned in the Schedule of Accounts, the sum of 

money set opposite their respective names, and such additional sums as may become payable 

during the month in respect of current Contracts upon the Certificate of the Architect or Officer 

under whom the work is carried out.  

3τResignation of Councillor Ben L. JamesτRead, letter of 24th ult. from Mr. Ben L. James resigning 

his Membership of the Town Council as owing to his appointment under the Ministry of Food he was 

unable to attend Meetings. RESOLVED, That this Council regret the resignation by Councillor Ben L. 

James of his Membership of the Town Council and desire to record their appreciation of the services 

rendered by him to the Town during his six years membership ; Also, That the election of a person to 

fill the vacancy be adjourned to the next Meeting of the Council.  

4τMr. Monro BriggsτRESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to write to Mr. Monro Briggs 

expressing the Council's high appreciation of his work during the last 25 years as Hon. Secretary of 

the Cheltenham National Savings Committee.  

5τTank and Winter Garden RailingsτAfter a motion to suspend Standing Order No. 3 had been duly 

carried it was RESOLVED, That the General Purposes Committee be authorised to remove and sell 

the Tank and the Winter Garden Railings at such prices as they think fit.  

JNO. HOWELL, Mayor.  
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MINUTES of the Committees of the Town Council to be submitted for approval at the Monthly 

Meeting of the Council to be held on Monday, 3rd June, 1940.  

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 15th May, 1940. PresentτAldermen Pruen 

and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Dr. Hayward, 

Morris and Rogers(Alderman Pruen in the chair).  

1τHouses Unfit for Human Habitationτ(a) 95 Prestbury RoadτMr. Osborne, representing the 

Owner of this house, attended and reported that the Owner was prepared to enter into an 

Undertaking to render the house fit for human habitation. RESOLVED, That consideration be 

adjourned for one month to enable the Owner to give this Undertaking. 

(b) 34 and 34a North PlaceτThe Committee considered the question of making a Demolition Order 

in respect of these premises. RESOLVED, That the Council being satisfied that the dwellinghouse, 

which is occupied or is of a type suitable for occupation by persons of the working classes, is unfit for 

human habitation, and is not capable at a reasonable expense of being rendered so fit, and no 

undertaking having been given by the Owner with respect to the carrying out of the work required 

or the future user of the house, a Demolition Order be now made by the Council in pursuance of 

Sub-Section (4) of Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936, requiring that the house shall be vacated 

within 28 days from the date on which the Order becomes operative, and that the premises shall be 

demolished within six weeks after the expiration of the above-mentioned period, or if the house is 

not vacated by that date, within six weeks after the date on which it is vacated.  

(c) 30 and 32 Marle Hill RoadτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owner of these houses 

had not carried out to his satisfaction the works required to render them fit for human habitation. 

RESOLVED, That the Undertakings be cancelled. 

(d) Bruton Cottage, Portland StreetτIt was reported that this house had not been demolished in 

accordance with the Demolition Order and the Chairman had accordingly accepted the tender of Mr. 

W. M. Wiggett for the demolition of this house for the sum of £15 0s. 0d. less £2 10s. 0d. allowance 

for the value of the materials.  

2τHousing Act, 1936τCertificates as to Fitnessτ(a) 30 and 32 Marle Hill RoadτThe Chief Sanitary 

Inspector reported that the Owner of these houses had carried out to his satisfaction works which in 

his opinion would with reasonable care and maintenance render them fit for human habitation for a 

period of at least 10 years RESOLVED, That certificates be issued to the Owner under Section 51 of 

the Housing Act, 1936, that the houses are fit for human habitation and will, with reasonable care 

and maintenance, remain so fit for a period of at least 10 years.  

(b) 4 Victoria StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owner of this house had in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 51 (1) of the Housing Act, 1936, submitted lists of 

proposed works with a request in writing that the Council should inform him whether in their 

opinion the house would, after the execution of these works or of these works and any other works, 

be in all respects fit for human habitation and would with reasonable care and maintenance remain 



so fit for a period of at least 10 years. RESOLVED That the Chief Sanitary Inspector be instructed to 

submit to the Owner a list of any additional works which he considers should be carried out before a 

certificate could be given.  

3τNotices not complied withτ(a) 3 Moorend RoadτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the 

Notice served under Section 9 (1) of the Housing Act, 1936 in respect of this house had not been 

complied with. RESOLVED, That tenders be obtained for carrying out the repairs necessary and that 

the expenses be recovered from the Owner under Section 10 of the Housing Act, 1936. (b) 11, 13, 

15, 17, 24, 27, 28 Duke StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Notices served under 

Section 39 of the Public Health Act, 1936 on the Owners of these houses had not been complied 

with. RESOLVED, That tenders be obtained for carrying out the work and that the expenses incurred 

be recovered from the Owners under Section 390 of the Public Health Act, 1936.  

4τSurrender of Diseased Meat, etc.τThe Medical Officer of Health reported the surrender of 1 cwt. 

20 lbs Beef ; 2 qrs. 10 lbs. Pork ; 1 qr. 14 lbs. Fish and 1 qr. 24 lbs. Poultry.  
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5τSlaughter House LicencesτIt was reported that the number of licences renewed by slaughter 

house men for 1940 was 43 and 9 new licences were issued. 13 licences in operation for 1939 were 

not renewed. All the slaughter house men at the public abattoir had taken out the necessary 

licences. 

6τFood and Drugs Act, 1938τ(a) The Chief Sanitary Inspector submitted Certificates of the Public 

Analyst in respect of 12 samples of milk Nod. 45-50, 54, 56-59 and 62 ; 1 sample of baking powder 3 

samples of raspberry jam ; 1 sample of coffee extract ; 1 sample of malt extract and cod liver oil ; 4 

samples of lard and 4 samples of sausage. Two samples of raspberry jam guaranteed by the makers 

to comply with the Lower Fruit Standard of the Food Manufacturers' Federation were found 

deficient in raspberries by 25 and 45 per cent respectively. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be 

instructed to report this to the Town Clerk, Birmingham, where the makers' factory was situate.  

(b) The Quarterly Report of the Public Analyst was submitted for the Quarter ended on the 31st 

March last.  

7τAnalyses of WaterτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his report of analyses of water 

taken since the last Meeting of the Committee,  

8τPublic Abattoirτ(a) Read, application from T. W. Agg, Superintendent of the Abattoir for an 

increase in his wages in view of the increased amount of work involved as a result of the Abattoir 

being taken over under the Government Scheme for centralised slaughtering which involved his 

working an extra 10 hours a week. His present wages were £3 10s. 0d. a week. RESOLVED, That he 

be granted an increase of 10s a week while he is working these extra hours.  

(b) Weighing MachineτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had received from Messrs. W. & T. 

Avery Ltd. a quotation for the maintenance of the two weighing machines supplied by them at the 

Abattoir at £2 0s. 0d. per quarter which included the replacement of various parts which might 

prove defective or wear out. RESOLVED, That he be authorised to enter into an Agreement with the 

makers on these terms  



9τBrook, Alma RoadτRead, letters from Miss L. Cook and S. J. Evans complaining of the nuisance 

arising from the brook in Alma Road. Read also, letter from the County Land Agent dated 1st inst. 

offering, on behalf of the County Council, to contribute 10s per annum towards the cost of cleaning 

out the brook's course from Alma Road up to the bungalow occupied by Miss Cook. The Chief 

Sanitary Inspector reported that the tenant of Green Farm was willing to undertake this work for per 

annum. RESOLVED, That the Council contribute 10s per annum towards this.  

10τHouses, Tewkesbury RoadτThe Committee considered the recommendation of the Street and 

Highway Committee that the houses near the Gas Works which had been partially demolished by 

the Owners under Demolition Orders should be completely demolished by the Corporation in 

default of the Owners carrying out the work The Town Clerk reported that he had written to the 

Owners requiring them to complete the demolition. RESOLVED, That consideration be adjourned for 

one month.  

11τFee for Reinstating Road in Duke StreetτRead, letter from Mr. H. P. Cannock requesting the 

Corporation to forego the fee of 25s for reinstating the road outside his house in Duke Street which 

had been opened by the Corporation for sewerage purposes, It was reported that several other 

Owners had already paid this fee in respect of their properties. RESOLVED, That the Committee are 

unable to accede to his request.  

12τHayden Lane CottagesτChemical ClosetsτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had two 

Elsan Chemical Closets in stock which could be utilised for these two cottages. The cost of the closets 

would be £12 12s. 0d. and the annual estimated cost for liquid chemical would be £2 10s. 0d. 

RESOLVED, That these closets be not installed and that no further action be taken in the matter.  

13τRegal CinemaτThe Borough Surveyor made a report on the flooding at this Cinema and 

submitted alternative proposals for remedying this. RESOLVED, That the proposals be submitted for 

consideration of the Owners.  

ARTHUR S. F. PRUEN,  

Chairman.  
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HOUSING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 16th May, 1940. PresentτAlderman Pates ; 

Councillors Bush, Compton, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Fisher, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Dr. Hayward, 

Morris and Lipson (Alderman Pates in the chair).  

1--Selection of Tenants Sub-Committee--Read, reports of the Meetings of this Sub-Committee held 

on 25th April and 10th May They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τThat the rents fixed and the 

rebates granted, as set out in the Rents Rebate Book, signed by the Chairman, be approved. 

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

2τHousing ManagerτThe Housing Manager submitted her monthly report on the collection of 

rents.  



3τLand, junction of Kipling Road and Brooklyn RoadτThe Town Clerk reported that a small piece of 

land lying at the junction of these roads had been let to P. C. Hicks as an allotment at a rent of 10s 

per annum, the first 12 months rent free.  

4τRepairs SuperintendentτThe monthly Report of the Repairs Superintendent was submitted. 

RESOLVED, That the Committee agree to provide a new grate in the living room at 2 Orchard 

Terrace, subject to the Tenant paying £2 towards the cost.  

5τFowlsτRESOLVED, That the applications of the Tenants of 6 Folly Lane and 26 Wordsworth 

Avenue for permission to keep fowls be granted subject to no cockerels being kept and to the fowl-

houses and runs being constructed to the satisfaction of the Housing Manager.  

6τNew HousesτRead, letter of 30th ult. from the Ministry of Health that the Council's application 

for permission to proceed with new houses, having been referred to the Housing (War 

Requirements) Committee, the Minister was not satisfied that there is at the present time such an 

urgent necessity for the provision of the proposed houses as to justify him in securing the release of 

the necessary building materials and that in the circumstances he was not prepared to approve the 

Council's proposals. RESOLVED, That the Cheltenham Branch of the National Federation of Building 

Trades' Operatives be informed of the Minister's decision,  

7τWhaddon EstateτThe Housing Manager reported that it was anticipated that a large number of 

workers would shortly be transferred to the building works being carried out by the Government on 

land in Prior's Road in which case the Tenants on the Whaddon Estate would most likely be 

approached to take in lodgers. RESOLVED, That the Housing Manager be authorised in her discretion 

to allow tenants on the Whaddon Estate to take in lodgers.  

J. P. PATES,  

Chairman. 
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STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 20th May, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Clara F. Winterbotham, Pates and Ward ; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Green, Grimwade, 

Morris, Rogers and Till (The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

1τRoad Works, etc.τThe Borough Surveyor submitted particulars of road works, etc., proposed to 

be carried out during the ensuing month. RESOLVED, That these be approved.  

2τSalvage of Wasteτ(a) The Borough Surveyor reported that the following had been salvaged 

during the month of April : (the amount salvaged during the previous month is shown in brackets) 

:τ  

Paper          25 tons   4 cwt.           (16 tons  18 cwt.) 

Destructor Scrap    . 17   ά     19 ¾   ά         όу   ά        14 ѹ ά  ) 

Other Scrap ..       10   ά     10   ά             (16  ά         н ѹ ά  ) 

Brass ...                             --  2 ½  ά                         nil. 



Rags ...         14 ҁ ά             (10 ѹ ά  ) 

Bottles                        nil.                   (774) 

Jars                    nil.                   (2148) 

Sacking        1 ton         15 ѹ ά           ( 6 ½ cwt.) 

 

The total amount of waste salvaged during the past four months was 179 tons 11 ¾ cwt., 5022 

bottles and jars, with a total value of £508  

(b) FilmτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had arranged for the Anti-Waste Film to be 

exhibited at the Daffodil Picture House on the 22nd July next.  

(c) TipsτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had inspected the tip at the old Brickfield in Folly 

Lane where there was a considerable quantity of tins and other scrap metal. RESOLVED, That he be 

instructed to salvage these.  

(d) Scrap Metal WeekτThe Borough Surveyor submitted his proposals in regard to the Scrap Metal 

Week and the sites which could be used for the deposit of scrap metal RESOLVED, That a Committee 

consisting of the Chairman and Councillors Fisher and Grimwade together with Lt.-Col. Biggs, Mr. G. 

Readings and a representative of the Charlton Kings Urban District Council be appointed to organise 

the Week, and that they be given power to arrange the necessary advertisements and publicity and 

also power to appoint other persons on the Committee.  

(e) RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be authorised to dispose of the old slab-making plant for 

scrap  

3τWages and Conditions of Service-- (a) RESOLVED, That the Sewer Foreman (C. Cox) be granted an 

increase of 1 ¼ d. per hour in view of the responsible work carried out by him.  

(b) Montpellier GardensτThe Committee considered the application made by the Union for an 

increase of 5s a week to be paid to the youth (L. Turner) employed at these Gardens. His present 

wages were 22s 6d. per week. RESOLVED, That his wages be increased to 25s.  

4τAnnual Contractsτ(a) The Borough Surveyor reported that he had received letters from various 

Stores Contractors in regard to the increase in prices in consequence of the statutory increase of 

railway charges and wages charges. Cement had also been increased by 3s 6d a ton, and coal by 

several shillings a ton. 

(b) FuelτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the present fuel contracts expired on the 30th June, 

RESOLVED, That he be authorised to arrange with the contractors for the extension of their 

contracts for a further twelve months or for the duration of the war, subject to the increases 

authorised from time to time by the Mines Department,  

5τUniforms and OverallsτThe Borough Surveyor reported that it was usual to order the 

employees' uniforms and overalls about this time. RESOLVED, That she be instructed to order these 

but that they be not issued to employees until November and that the employees be informed that 

the present uniforms and overalls must be worn six months' longer.  



6τKing Edward's StatueτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the taps on the above fountain were 

worn out and needed replacing, but as this was situated in the centre of an important road it was 

likely to be dangerous for children to cross the road in order to drink. RESOLVED, That the taps be 

removed and not replaced.  
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7τFootpath, Jersey Avenue to All Saints' ChurchτThe Borough Surveyor reported that, as 

instructed, he had inspected this footpath. RESOLVED, That the application made by Colonel Tarrant 

for the Corporation to take this over be not granted.  

8τSt. Paul's RoadτThe Borough Surveyor submitted a letter from the County Architect in regard to 

the land belonging to the County Council required for the widening of St. Paul's Road. RESOLVED, 

That the widening be postponed until after the war.  

9-19 Bennington StreetτCoal ChuteτThe Borough Surveyor submitted application from Griffiths & 

Son for permission to fix a new coal chute in the footpath outside 19 Bennington Street. RESOLVED, 

That the application be not granted.  

10τTelephone LineτRESOLVED, That the application of the Post Office Telegraphs for consent to 

place an underground telegraph line in Bath Road and Hewlett Road be granted subject to the exact 

route being approved by the Borough Surveyor, and to the reinstatement of the footpath being 

carried out by the Corporation at the cost of the Post Office.  

11τEmergency HospitalτRead, letter of 15th inst. from the Public Assistance Officer asking if a few 

street signs could be erected in Cheltenham to indicate the Cheltenham Emergency Hospital at the 

Public Assistance Institution. RESOLVED, That the Committee are prepared to erect the signs if these 

are paid for by the County Council.  

12τRoad Fund GrantsτRead, circular No. 546 of 23rd ult. from the Ministry of Transport that the 

Ministry were prepared to accept as part of the cost of works or services approved for grant the 

proportion of the Superannuation Fund Contribution paid by local Authorities in respect of 

pensionable employees engaged thereon which is known as " equivalent contribution."  

13τWestern J.I.C.τ(a) Councillor Grimwade reported that he attended the first Meeting of the 

Western J.I.C. held at Bristol on the 2nd May, when the grading of districts and the scale of rates of 

pay for each district was approved. RESOLVED, That when the scale is received this be referred for 

consideration of the Labour Sub-Committee.  

(b) Read, letter of 2nd inst. from the Honorary Treasurer of the J.I.C. asking the Council to pay an 

initial contribution of 5 for carrying on the work of the Council. RESOLVED, That consideration be 

deferred until the next Meeting.  

14τStreamers---(a) Read, applications from the Cheltenham Cricket Club and the Cheltenham 

Swimming & Water Polo Club for permission to exhibit streamers on the days of their principal home 

matches and galas respectively. RESOLVED, That the applications be granted subject to the usual 

conditions.  



(b) RESOLVED, That permission be given to the National Savings Committee to display a streamer 

across the Colonnade during the week commencing the 9th JuneτNational Savings Week.  

15τLand, Brooklyn RoadτRead, letter of 10th inst. from Mr. W. J. Forbes asking if the Council 

would extend the time of the completion by Mr. Maddox of his purchase of the land in Brooklyn 

Road. RESOLVED; That the time for completion be extended until the 31st December next.  

16τDamage to PipesτRead, report of Borough Surveyor of damage by a motor vehicle driven by 

Mr. J Taylor, to a stack of 9 inch pipes in Arle Road. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to 

make a claim for the cost of replacing the damaged pipes amounting to 11s 6d.  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman. 
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TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 23rd May, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Alderman E. L. Ward ; Councillors Barnett, Bendall and Waite ; Messrs. W. S. F. Harris and the Rev. E. 

C. Hanson (Alderman E. L. Ward in the chair),  

1τPlans of New BuildingsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings. namely :τ 

No. of Plan. Name.    Description.  

5352  Burrows, F.    Cycle and tool shed, 4 Brooklyn Gardens.  

5353  Gloucestershire County Council  Garage, Holland House, Lansdown Road.  

5354  Messrs. Rogers and Davies  Detached house, Beaufort Road.  

 

Decisions under Byelawsτ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5352, 5353 and 5354 be approved.  

Decisions under Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 1933τ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5352, 5353 and 5354 be approved.  

2τTown Planning AreaτPlansτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) 

Order, 1933 :τ 

No. of Plan.  Name.    Description.  

1645   Dr. J. S. Kellett-Smith  One roomed hut, Wood Farm, Whittington.  

RESOLVED, That Plan No. 1645 be not approved.  

3τApplications to Developτ(a) The Committee further considered the application of the 

Cheltenham Estates Ltd. for permission to erect a house near Little Shurdington for the Manager of 



their sand and gravel pits at Shurdington. The Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 2nd inst. from 

the Chief Sanitary Inspector of the Rural District Council pointing out that some difficulty exists 

regarding the well from which the Company propose to obtain water and that he had advised them 

to sink a new well. Further, any plans submitted to the District Council that were not accompanied 

by satisfactory evidence as to water supply and drainage would not be approved. RESOLVED, That 

the application be not granted as there is no evidence that an adequate supply of potable water can 

be obtained and no drainage proposals have been submitted.  

(b) The Borough Surveyor submitted letter of 8th inst. from Cheltenham Estates Ltd., together with 

plans for the development of land fronting Hayward's Lane and re-development of Trenance, 

London Road. He reported that (1) the proposed widths of Hayward's Lane and the private road off 

London Road did not comply with the requirements of the Scheme, (2) the proposed drainage is 

unsatisfactory, (3) the elevations of the houses were far from satisfactory, and (4) the houses on the 

Trenance site were badly sited and in one case was shown in a stream.  

RESOLVED, That the application be not granted.  

4τPlan No. T. P. 1624τCottage, Little WitcombeτRead, letters from Messrs. Bubb & Co., on behalf 

of Mr. L. W. Nott asking the Committee to reconsider their decision not to approve the plans of the 

cottage erected by Mr. Nott, without consent, at Little Witcombe. Read also, letters from Mr. Nott 

and Mr. F. Coleman. RESOLVED, That in the circumstances arising out of the War and the need of 

housing accommodation that the plan be now approved, subject to Mr. Coleman giving an 

Undertaking that the land part of Field Nod. 703 on which the cottage is built and the adjoining land 

Field Nod. 700 containing 1.988 acres shall be kept as one holding and used for agricultural or 

horticultural purposes only, also that the approach road, 10 feet wide, used in common with the 

Owner of the adjoining land part of Field Nod. 703 shall only be used for the purposes of access to 

the cottage and holding.  

5τCommitteeτRead, letter of 9th inst. from the Clerk to the Northleach Rural District Council that 

his Council had appointed the Rev. E. C. Hanson as their representative on the Committee for the 

ensuing year.  

6τSunday WorkτThe Town Clerk reported that as instructed at the last Council Meeting he had 

written to the Palace Builders (Coventry) Ltd. regarding the continuance of work on Sundays on the 

houses now being erected by them in Priors Road, and that he had now been informed by the 

Company that instructions had been given for Sunday work to cease.  

7τAllotments, Bishop's CleeveτRead, letter of 25th ult. from the Clerk to the Bishop's Cleeve Parish 

Council that the observations of the Committee regarding the difficulties in respect of expense etc. 

had been fully considered by the Parish Council and that they adhered to their request for the land 

to be scheduled for allotments. RESOLVED, That this be agreed to.  

8τConversion of Garage into Shop--Back Montpellier TerraceτThe Borough Surveyor reported that 

a. garage in Back Montpellier Terrace had been converted into a shop by Mr. T. Giddings. The 

premises, which were designed for and approved as a garage, had been converted without the 

special consent of the Committee and did not comply with the provisions of the Scheme or the 



Building Byelaws. RESOLVED, That cons.mn to time conversion be not granted and that the Food 

Control Committee be asked not to licence the premises.  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman.  
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TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 24th May, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor ; Aldermen 

Pates and Ward ; Councillors Bush, Green, Grimwade, Lipson, Smith and Waite; and Mr. D. V. Davies 

(Councillor Waite in the chair).  

1τEntertainments Sub-CommitteeτRead, reports of Meetings of the Entertainments Sub-

Committee held on the 7th and 21st May.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ 

(a) Youth CommitteeτThat the free use of the Drawing Room be granted for the Meetings of the 

Youth Committee to be held on an average twice a month.  

(b) B.B.C. Theatre OrchestraτThat the Town Hall be let for a Concert by the B.B.C. Theatre 

Orchestra on Sunday evening, 23rd June at a charge of 15 guineas.  

(c) Tennis Exhibition MatchesτThat a Sub-Committee be appointed as on previous occasions to 

make the necessary arrangements for these matches to be played at the Montpellier Gardens on the 

25th June.  

(d) That no charge be made for the use of the Drawing Room for a Mobile Canteen Meeting held on 

the 16th inst.  

(e) That the Montpellier Pavilion be let to Mr. Morris of Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, for the summer 

season for his Concert Party, on a weekly tenancy at a rent of £10 per week, including lighting and 

cleaning, subject to the usual agreement being entered into. RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the 

Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

2τMontpellier BathsτThe Monthly Report of the Superintendent was submitted.  

3τAlstone Bathsτ(a) RESOLVED, That the application of the Cheltenham Swimming and Water Polo 

Club for permission to have the use of the Baths on the usual club nights and for galas be granted on 

the same terms as previous years.  

(b) RESOLVED, That the application of the Headmaster of the Grammar School for use of the Alstone 

Baths on the morning of the 22nd July and the afternoon of the 25th July for the purpose of school 

swimming heats and School Gala respectively be granted, subject to the Superintendent being able 

to fit these in.  



(c) Read, application from the No. 6 Air Observer School, Staverton, for the use of the Baths for one 

hour per week for a class of instruction for about an average of 40 pupils. RESOLVED, That the 

Superintendent be authorised to arrange a convenient time for this class, and that they be admitted 

at the reduced charge of 3d. per head.  

(d) RESOLVED, That the application of the Technical College for the use of the Baths for their annual 

Swimming Sports on the evening of the 15th July be granted.  

9 τPittville GardensτRESOLVED, That the free use of these Gardens be granted to the Cheltenham 

Girl Guides Association for their annual competition on the 29th June.  

5τTown HallτRESOLVED, That the free use of the Town Hall, except for payment of two guineas 

out-of-pocket expenses, be granted for a Public Meeting to be organised by the Ministry of 

Information on the 28th June when Professor John Hilton will be the speaker.  

6τSummer ConcertsτRESOLVED, That the application of the Gloucestershire Diocesan Association 

for the Blind for issue of free passes for the concerts during the summer season to the blind persons 

set out in the letter and their companions be granted as in previous years.  

7τWinter Gardenτ(a) The Borough Surveyor reported that the General Purposes Committee had 

instructed him to dispose of the railings round the Winter Garden except for the portion of the 

railings on the east side of the ground adjoining the drawing-room terrace lawn. He recommended 

that the railings round the band-stand should also be sold for scrap. RESOLVED, That the Borough 

Surveyor be instructed to dispose of the railings round the band-stand.  

(b) RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to offer the Winter Garden building to the 

Government for any purpose that the Government may desire to use it, and that pending a reply 

from the Government, the Borough Surveyor's recommendation that the heating boilers and pipes 

in the building should be disposed of for scrap be deferred.  

T. WILFRED WAITE,  

Chairman.  
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ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 27th May, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor; Alderman 

Leigh James; Councillors Addis, Bendall, Grimwade, Rogers and Waite (Councillor Rogers in the 

chair).  

1τElectricity WorksτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported an application from a firm for the 

use of the old Electricity Works building for storage of machinery. The Company required a lease for 

5 or 7 years. The Borough Electrical Engineer pointed out that the overhead cranes in the engine 

room were extremely useful for lifting the heavy electrical equipment at present stored there and 

there would be difficulty in securing alternative storage accommodation. RESOLVED, That if these 

premises were urgently required in view of the present emergency the Committee are prepared to 



consider granting a lease on terms to be arranged if the Borough Electrical Engineer can obtain 

alternative storage accommodation.  

2τCable ContractsτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that the Hackbridge Cable Co. Ltd. 

were willing to extend their contract for the supply of cables for another year up to 30th June, 1941 

at prices approximately 4 per cent above their current prices. He also submitted an offer from 

Aberdare Cables to extend their contract for one year on revised terms. RESOLVED, That the offer of 

the Hackbridge Cable Co. Ltd. be accepted and that the Borough Electrical Engineer be authorised to 

arrange terms with Aberdare Cables.  

3τOverhead LinesτThe Town Clerk reported that the Ministry of Transport had consented to the 

erection of an overhead line at Staverton.  

4τPower SupplyτThe Borough Electrical Engineer submitted an application from a power 

consumer for a considerable increase in his supply, and he reported on the extensions which would 

be necessary. RESOLVED, That the supply be given on his entering into an agreement to take the 

supply on the same terms as other large consumers and subject to payment of the cost of the 

extensions to the cable etc.  

5τGas TestsτRead, reports of gas tests made on the 2nd, 5th, 8th, 13th, 22nd and 27th inst. which 

showed the calorific value on these dates to be 478.3, 477.8, 470.5, 474.7, 467.4 and 475.6 B.Th.U. 

respectively and the pressure to be 8.6, 9.1, 5.9, 6.8, 8.8 and 8.6 inches of water respectively.  

STANLEY ROGERS,  

Chairman.  

WATER COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 16th May, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen Pates and Ward; Councillors Dr. Hayward and Morris (The Deputy Mayor in the chair).  

1τBorough Engineer's ReportτThe Monthly Report of the Borough Engineer was read :τ  

                          DAILY YIELD OF SPRINGS. 

                                            For month ended              Average for corresponding period  

                                            30th April, 1940.                during the past 3 years. 

            Hewletts Springs          269,000 gallons                    226,000 gallons 

            Dowdeswell Springs       уомΣллл  ά                          улфΣллл  ά 

            Leckhampton Springs      54,000                              45,000 

                                             1,154,000                           1,080,000 

 

 

                                      CONTENTS OF RESERVOIRS. 

                       Estimated Usable Quantity about   81,471,000 gallons. 
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2τInspectionsτThe Borough Engineer reported the work carried out by the Water Inspectors 

during the month of April. 

 3τAppealsτThe cases entered in the Appeals Book were considered, and the rates settled and 

adjusted.  

4τInspectors Uniforms and OverallsτRESOLVED, That the Borough Engineer he authorised to order 

the usual number of uniforms and overalls, but that the employees be informed that uniforms must 

in future be worn a further six months before renewal.  

5τExtension to MainsτR.A.S.C. Depot, AshchurchτThe Borough Engineer reported that the Rural 

District Council had sent him a copy of a letter from the Royal Engineers' Office at Oxford stating that 

authority had now been received for the laying of the new mains to this Depot and that he had 

accordingly put the work in hand on the 4th inst. and made application to the Army Authorities for 

payment of £1,000 on account RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to inform the Army 

Authorities that the work is being carried out on the understanding that the whole of the cost, 

including any additional costs not included in the estimate for increased cost of materials and wages, 

will be paid for by the War Office and to ask for confirmation of this.  

6τConferencesτRead, circulars from the Freshwater Biological Association and the British 

Waterworks Association inviting the attendance of delegates to their respective annual meetings to 

be held in London and Sheffield RESOLVED, That delegates be not appointed.  

7τSandford WaterworksτThe Borough Engineer reported that the new electric pumping unit was 

now working satisfactorily. RESOLVED, That he be authorised to have the pump room redecorated 

and electric lighting installed.  

8τWoodlands FarmτThe Borough Engineer reported that he had inspected this farm with Mr. R. V. 

Castle, when the farm house was found to be in a bad condition, mainly due to there being no damp 

course in the walls. He recommended that only the absolutely essential work should now be done to 

make the house habitable at an estimated cost of £43 plus £5 for repairs to the main walls of the 

Bungalow. RESOLVED, That he be instructed to have this work carried out.  

9τShooting RightsτRead, letter from Mr. H. M. Clutterbuck that he did not wish to take the 

shooting rights next season; his last season's bag was 1 pheasant. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be 

instructed to offer the shooting rights to Mr. Clutterbuck at a nominal rent  

J. H. TRYE,  

Chairman.  

GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 21st May, 1940. PresentτMe Mayor ; The 

Deputy Mayor; Aldermen Margrett, Pates, Pruen, Ward and Winterbotham ; Councillors Rev. de 

Courcy Ireland, Green, Grimwade and Waite (Alderman Margrett in the chair).  

1τDiseases Amongst AnimalsτSuperintendent Hopkins reported that the Borough was free from 

contagious diseases amongst animals.  



2τHackney Carriage LicencesτRead, report of the Annual Licensing Meeting of the Committee held 

at the Central Depot on the 8th inst. PresentτAldermen Clara F. Winterbotham and Pates ; 

Councillors Rev. de Courcy Ireland and Green. The Committee had inspected all the Motor Hackney 

Carriages (with the exception of 4) and 1 Pony Carriage and recommended that all the applications 

for the renewal of licences for tie ensuing year be granted, subject to the 4 Taxis not produced for 

inspection being passed by Supt. Hopkins, and also that all the applications. for Drivers' Licences be 

granted. RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and adopted.  
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3τLicences to Deal in GameτRESOLVED, That the applications of D. Barnett, Liptons Ltd., 

MacFisheries Ltd., W. H. Iddles, H. F. Barnett, N. C. Olive, Gloucester Marketing Society, C. Barnett, 

W. Dean and H. Reynolds for renewal of their licences to deal in game be granted for one year, up to 

1st July, 1941. 

4τPetroleum Licencesτ(a) RESOLVED, That the application of Pool Petroleum Board to open 

existing tanks at the Tewkesbury Road Depot of Shell Mex and B.P., be granted and that a Licence be 

granted to store 20,000 gallons of petroleum.  

(b) RESOLVED, That the application of Messrs. Kirk & Kirk for a Licence to store 500 gallons of 

petroleum in a temporary underground installation on the site of new building works at Priors Road 

for use during building operations be granted.  

5τFactories Act, 1937τMr. G. G. C. King, the Inspector under Section 34 of the Factories Act 1937 

reported that in company with the Factory Inspector he had inspected the premises of Spirax 

Manufacturing Co in St. George's Road and the U.C.A.L. works in Keynshambury Road and found that 

adequate means of escape in case of fire had been provided and these means of escape are kept 

free from obstruction. He recommended that a Certificate under Section 34 of the Factories Act 

1937 be issued. RESOLVED, That Certificates be issued under Section 34 of the Act.  

6τWinter Garden Railings and TankτThe Committee considered the resolution of the Council 

authorising them to dispose of the Winter Garden railings and tank at Montpellier Gardens. The 

Borough Surveyor reported that the total length was approximately 423 yards including the gates 

and he estimated the weight of the metal at about 30 tons. Each upright was securely leaded into a 

heavy stone plinth. One method of taking them out was to cut out each vertical and make good the 

stone plinth at an estimated cost of 7s 2d. per yard, or a total cost of £171 11s. 6d. including making 

good the damage to footpaths and gardens. The railings would probably fetch a sum of £82 10s. 0d. 

being £2 15s 0d. per ton. Messrs. John Such & Sons had suggested they could burn through all the 

uprights at a cost of 1s 4d. a yard in which case it would be necessary to cover the short cut-off ends 

with a covering of concrete and he estimated the cost of this method at 4s 6d. a yard, namely £112 

3s. 6d. Mr. Such also suggested that he might be able to draw out the railings from the stone plinth 

at considerably less cost.  

Before deciding to dispose of the railings, the Borough Surveyor suggested that the Committee 

should consider the desirability of keeping these for erection along the Dowdeswell Reservoir in 

place of the timber fence which was now nearing the end of its life and would shortly have to be 

replaced. RESOLVED, That the Committee decide to dispose of the railings forthwith (except the 



portion of the railings along the east side adjoining the Drawing Room Terrace), and that an 

experiment be made with drawing them out as suggested by Mr. Such, but if this is not satisfactory 

Messrs John Such & Sons Ltd. be instructed to burn through the railings at a cost of 1s 4d. per yard, 

and that the short cut-off ends be covered with concrete and the plinth and footpaths made good.  

RESOLVED, also, That a temporary wire fence be placed along the south side of the gardens to 

prevent persons falling over the embankment. RESOLVED, also, That the Borough Surveyor be 

instructed to obtain tenders for the demolition and removal of the tank.  

7τMarle Hill House Estateτ(a) Read, letter from Col. Whitmore Jones asking if in view of the 

present situation and the difficulty of obtaining other accommodation, he might be allowed to 

withdraw his notice to terminate his tenancy. 

RESOLVED, That this be agreed to. 

(b) Read, letter from Mr. W. H. Horsley asking if the Corporation would consider selling the house 

with about 5 acres of ground for the purpose of a first-class Club. RESOLVED, That the Committee 

are not prepared to entertain the sale of the property, 

(c) FieldsτRESOLVED, That the grazing on the field fronting Evesham Road containing about 6 acres 

be let to J. P. Pates & Co. for grazing their horses at weekends at a rent of 16s 8d per month, subject 

to the Corporation also retaining the right to graze their own horses on the field as at present. 

RESOLVED, also, That Messrs. C. C. Castle & Sons be instructed to obtain offers for the mowing grass 

in the adjoining field containing about 10 acres  

8τLeckhampton Hill Estateτ(a) Custodian's CottageτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the 

lean-to structure adjoining the Custodian's cottage in Daisybank Road had settled and resulted in a 

fracture of the stonework. It was also found that the drainage to the house was not adequate. 

RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be instructed to have the lean-to structure repaired and also 

provide an adequate drainage system for the cottage.  

(b) Read, letter of 24th ult. from Ivens, Thompson & Green asking for consent to Mr. A E. Gardner 

underletting the land formerly let to Mr. Murray Linder by agreements dated 15th October, 1934 

and 31st May, 1937 to a new company known as the Bresson Aircraft Ltd. of 17 Bennett's Hill, 

Birmingham. The present under-tenant (Mr. A. Gardner) would remain responsible for the rent. 

RESOLVED, That consent be given to the further under-letting.  
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9τRodney Road Car Park----Read, letter of 27th ult. from the Commanding Officer of the 

Cheltenham Division of the Cotswold Sea Cadet Corps asking for permission to drill the cadets in this 

car park during the summer months RESOLVED, That the application be granted so far as this does 

not interfere with the use of the ground as a car park.  

10τPaper EconomyτRESOLVED, That as a measure of economy the sending of Agenda of the 

various Committee Meetings be discontinued for a trial period of one month and that members of 

the Council be asked to regard the monthly fixture card as the summons for the Meetings,  



11τGuardians Committee--RESOLVED, That Major H. Brooke-Murray be nominated a representative 

of the Council on the Guardians Committee to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. R. 

Parnell.  

12τGirls' Grammar SchoolτRead, letter of 18th inst. from the Board of Education enclosing notice 

of proposed sale by the Government of No. 1 St. Margaret's Terrace and asking if the Corporation 

have any objection or representation to make thereto. RESOLVED, That the Corporation have no 

observations to offer.  

13τMunicipal OfficesτRESOLVED, That permission be given to the National Savings Committee to 

erect a suitable indicator on the front of the Municipal Offices to indicate the growth of National 

Savings from week to week.  

14τNational Serviceτ(a) RESOLVED, That consent be given to Mr. G. M. Smith (Fitter) transferring 

to a war industry and that he be assured of reinstatement on the termination of the war, subject 

however to his reserving his own superannuation rights by contributing both his own and the 

Corporation's payments during the time that he is not employed by the Corporation.  

(b) RESOLVED, That consent be given to the Highways Superintendent, Mr. W. R. Armisted, enlisting. 

Also, That Mr. Armisted be informed that if he is accepted for military service the Council will require 

him to give up possession of the house so as to enable the person appointed to take charge of the 

Central Depot to occupy the same, in which case for the purpose of making up his salary the value of 

the house, etc. be taken at the value fixed for superannuation purposes.  

15τSuperannuation--RESOLVED, That, on the recommendation of the Water Committee, the 

services of H. Sellick (Meter Inspector and Storekeeper at Sandford) be extended for one year from 

17th June.  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT,  

Chairman.  

FIRE BRIGADE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 27th. May, 1940. PresentτAlderman Ward ; 

Councillors Bush, Green and Grimwade; and Mr. W. S. F. Harris (Councillor Grimwade in the chair).  

1τMonthly Report of Acting Chief OfficerτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that since the last 

Meeting the Brigade had attended 4 calls to fire, as follows :τMay 1st, Bottomley Farm, 

Woodmancote (Cheltenham R.D.C.) ; May 10th, 2 St. Margaret's Terrace ; May 19th, Cranley Lodge, 

Wellington Square ; and May 22nd, 254 High Street.  

2τLeyland Fire EngineτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that this fire engine had now been 

received back from its overhaul by the makers. RESOLVED, That the Acting Chief Officer be 

authorised to have this repainted by members of the Fire Brigade Staff at an approximate cost of 

£15 for materials etc.  

160 



3τAuxiliary Fire Service-7(a) Uniforms-17 tenders were received for the supply of the uniforms, 

overalls and caps required for the Auxiliary Fire Service. RESOLVED, That the following tenders (being 

the lowest in each case) be accepted :τ  

Messrs. Huggins, Son & Co. Ltd., Bristol 128 Firemen's tunics with badges at 29s 11 ¾ d. each ; 15 

Messengers' tunics with badges at 21s 1 ¾ d. each ; 2 Officers tunics with badges at 49s 6d. each ; 

155 Firemen's trousers at 10s 9d. each; and 2 Officers' trousers at 22s 10d. each.  

Messrs. Manclark & Son, Edinburgh : 78 Overalls at 7s 5d. each.  

Messrs. Dillingham & Edwards, Luton : 95 Firemens' caps at 3s 11d. each.  

Rego Clothiers, London : 4 Officers' caps at 6s 5d. each ; 1 Officer's cap at 17s 5d. ; and 1 Officer's 

cap at 14s 11 ½ d.  

(b) Supplementary Fire PartiesτRead, letter of 10th inst. from the Home Office that instructions had 

been given for the issue of 6 stirrup hand pumps for the training of supplementary fire parties, The 

Acting Chief Officer reported that he had been in touch with some of the Senior Wardens in the 

Borough who had kindly offered to recruit the personnel to man these pumps and that the training 

of the personnel (about 4 hours) would be done by members of the Auxiliary Fire Service. He 

suggested that the 25 stirrup pumps earmarked for the Borough should be allocated as follows :τSt. 

Mark's Estate, 6 pumps ; Folley Lane Estate, 4 pumps ; Selkirk Street district, 1 pump ; The Moors 

Estate and Lower High street, 7 pumps ; Whaddon Estate, 5 pumps ; Tivoli, 1 pump ; and Piney 

Crescent, 1 pump. Most of the Head Wardens were of opinion that more stirrup hand pumps were 

necessary and that if these were supplied they would probably be able to obtain the additional 

personnel to act as fire parties. RESOLVED, That the proposals of the Acting Chief Officer be 

approved and that the Town Clerk be instructed to make application to the Home Office for a further 

allocation of stirrup hand pumps for use by supplementary fire parties. RESOLVED, also, That the 

attention of the public be drawn to the fact that those members of the public who can afford to do 

so should purchase stirrup hand pumps and that the Acting Chief Officer of the Fire Brigade will be 

glad to train members of the public in the use of these.  

(c) RESOLVED, That the Acting Chief Officer be authorised to purchase a supply of new sparking plugs 

and new tyres when necessary for the towing vehicles. 

(d) Action StationτThe Acting Chief Officer reported that he had arranged with Messrs. Walker, 

Crosweller & Co. Ltd, to form an Action Station at their works on the Whaddon Estate where two 

trailer pumps would be stationed. Messrs. Walker, Crosweller & Co. Ltd. had agreed to provide 

accommodation for the pumps and towing vehicles and 15 of their workmen had already enrolled so 

that the Station would be manned day and night. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(e) The Town Clerk submitted the following circulars from the Home Office Nos. 38, Issue of Anti-Gas 

Ointment ; 39, Pressure Calculator ; 41 and 51, Enrolment of unemployed men formerly in reserved 

occupations ; 42, Timber Control ; 43, Operational Control at Air Raid Incidents; 44, Deferment of 

Military Service of personnel ; 47, Repairs and Replacement of fire appliances; 48, Rubber Boots; 49, 

Development of Emergency Arrangements; 50, Insurance of Part-Time Vehicles ; 96, Batteries and 

Bulbs ; 54, Aeroplane Crash Fires ; and 101, Replacement of Equipment damaged during Air Attack. 

RESOLVED, That these be referred for the attention of Acting Chief Officer.  



(f) Food for PersonnelτRead, letter of 1st inst. from the Home Office that they were not prepared to 

approve of the payment of 1s per day to the personnel in lieu of the provision of food. The Acting 

Chief Officer reported that arrangements had now been made to instal cooking stoves at the 

Auxiliary Fire Stations, the Corporation to provide the food in accordance with the requirements of 

the Home Office. 

(g) Section Officer---The Acting Chief Officer recommended that one of the whole-time Auxiliary 

Firemen should be promoted to Section Officer to arrange for the purchase of the food for the 

personnel and superintend the messing arrangements, and the Town Clerk reported that the Home 

Office had approved of the proposal to appoint a Section Officer at a wage of £3 10s. 0d. per week. 

RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(h) Leading FiremenτRead, Circular No. 40 of 1st inst. from the Home Office that as from 1st May 

the pay of Auxiliary Fire Service Personnel holding the rank of Leading Fireman may be increased to 

£3 5s. 0d. per week and the expenditure of the Fire Authorities will be reimbursed accordingly, 

provided that the number of Leading Firemen does not exceed the approved number of first line 

units, which in Cheltenham were 7. The Acting Chief Officer reported that the pay of 7 Leading 

Firemen had been increased accordingly.  

(i) AliensτRead, Circular No. 55 of 24th inst. that having regard to the conditions existing at the 

present time it is considered desirable that fire authorities should review the position of any aliens 

who may have enrolled as Members of the Auxiliary Fire Service. In particular, steps should be taken 

that no alien, whether of enemy nationality or otherwise, is employed in a key position. The Acting 

Chief Officer reported that there were no aliens in the Auxiliary Fire Service occupying key positions.  

(j) Auxiliary Fire Service Recreation RoomτCouncillor Bush reported that the Parish Church Young 

Men's Club were willing to let their premises, including the Billiard Tables and equipment, to the 

Auxiliary Fire Service for the use of the Social Club, at a rent of £50 per annum, including rates 

RESOLVED, That this offer be accepted and that application be made to the Home Office for the 

approval of this rental for the purposes of grant,.  
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4τFire Brigades Act, 1938τRead, Circular No 46 of 14th inst. from the Home Office pointing out 

that the provision of Emergency Fire Brigade appliances and equipment by the Government and the 

arrangements for Fire Brigade reinforcements under Regional Schemes did not relieve Fire 

Authorities of their statutory obligations under this Act to provide efficient local fire services and to 

enter into Mutual Assistance Schemes with neighbouring authorities , and also pointing out that it is 

no longer lawful for any Fire Authority to require any owners or occupiers of properties on which 

fires have occurred to make any payment in respect of local fire services other than through the 

general Rates.  

5τThird OfficerτRead, letter of 1st inst. from the Home Office extending for a further six months 

up to 30th September, 1940, the approval to the salary of the Third Officer ranking for exchequer 

grant The Acting Chief Officer reported that it would considerably facilitate training if the Third 

Officer was sent to the Anti-Gas School at Falfield for training as an Anti-Gas Instructor, RESOLVED, 

That the Town Clerk be instructed to make application to the Home Office for a vacancy to be 



allotted to the Third Officer and that, if granted, the Third Officer be appointed to attend the course 

and that his expenses be borne by the Corporation.  

6τHose Drying and Drill TowerτRead, letter of 1st inst. from the Home Office that the Ministry 

were prepared to take into account for grant under the Air Raid Precautions Act, 1937, the sum of 

£80, representing 75 per cent of the estimated cost of this tower. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be 

instructed to enter into a Contract for the erection of the tower.  

7τMutual Assistance SchemeτRead, letters from the Town Clerk, Tewkesbury, and the Clerk to the 

Cirencester Urban District Council that their respective Councils were prepared to enter into Mutual 

Assistance Schemes as requested by the Corporation. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed 

to prepare the necessary Agreements and the Common Seal be affixed thereto.  

H. C. GRIMWADE,  

Chairman.  

ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 15th May, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bendall, Bush, Compton, Fisher, Green, Grimwade and Smith, Messrs, A Ball and E. M. Yeend 

(Councillor Smith in the chair).  

1τAllotments InspectionτThe Gardens Superintendent reported that the following allotments 

were in an unsatisfactory state of cultivation : Nos. 86 Asquith Road, 43 Creamery Piece, 19, 20 and 

21 North Ward, 12, 17, 22, 87, 94 and 126 Marle Hill, 1 Tennyson Road and No. 17 of the War 

Allotments in Tennyson Road RESOLVED, That as regards such of these allotments as are totally 

uncultivated, the Town Clerk be authorised to apply to the Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries for his 

consent to take possession of these under the Cultivation of Lands (Allotments) Order, 1939 and that 

as regards the allotments which are being partially cultivated the Town Clerk be instructed to write 

to the Tenants asking them to put the same in full cultivation  

2τRebates in RentτRESOLVED, That the Tenant of No. 130 Marle Hill be offered this allotment rent 

free for 12 months on condition that he removes the stone underneath a portion of the allotment, 

that the Tenant of No 209 North Ward be granted the use of this allotment rent free for 6 months in 

view of the bad state thereof, but that the request of the Tenant of No. 16 Baglin's Piece that the 

arrears amounting to 8s 6d. up to 25th March last be written off be not granted.  

3τOrchard, Marsh LaneτWith regard to the complaint about the bad condition of this Orchard 

which was considered at the last Meeting of the Committee, the Town Clerk reported that the 

Tenant had informed him that this land was very damp and difficult to cultivate in wet weather, but 

that he was now making every effort to cultivate it in accordance with his Agreement.  

4τDitch at Baglin's PieceτCouncillor Addis reported that the ditch adjoining the allotments of 

Baglin's Piece was causing a nuisance by flooding. RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be 

instructed to investigate this and to report at the next Meeting of the Committee.  

P. T. SMITH, Chairman. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Wednesday, 15th May, 1940. PresentτCouncillors Addis, 

Bendall, Bush, Compton, Fisher, Green and Smith (Councillor Green in the chair)  

1τGardens Superintendent's Reportτ(a) Request for Surplus Plants for "Soldiers'" GardensτThe 

Gardens Superintendent reported that he had received a letter requesting that any surplus plants 

might be sent to a Central Depot at the Shire Hall, Gloucester for distribution to the "Soldiers' " 

gardens which are being started in the County He reported that there may in due course be a surplus 

from the seed beds in the demonstration plots. RESOLVED, That he be authorised to send any such 

surplus plants to Gloucester as requested.  

(b) The Gardens Superintendent submitted an application from the National Union of General and 

Municipal Workers for an increase of 5s a week in the wages of L. Turner, one of the gardeners. 

RESOLVED, That this be referred to the Labour Sub-Committee.  

2-Alstone Croft Playing FieldτStore at PavilionτThe Borough Surveyor reported that proper use of 

the Pavilion at this playing field could not be made as the Custodian's equipment was at present 

stored therein. He reported that he was making a temporary erection out of secondhand corrugated 

iron to use as a tool store until the new store already authorised is constructed. RESOLVED, That this 

be approved.  

3τWhaddon Estate Recreation GroundτPavilionτThe Borough Surveyor suggested that, as a 

Custodian had now been appointed at this Recreation Ground, the tiled roof of the pavilion and the 

woodwork and glazing which had been severely damaged by children some time ago, should now be 

repaired. RESOLVED, That he be authorised to have this done.  

4τRoyal Crescent GardensτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the shelter trenches in the 

gardens were being strengthened by throwing more soil on them and that he had obtained grass 

seed, as instructed by the Emergency Committee, which would shortly be sown. The Town Clerk 

reported that he had not yet heard that the terms recommended by the District Valuer had been 

approved by the Regional Officer. RESOLVED, That the Committee approve of the grass seed being 

sown.  

5τPetrol Supply for Motor Mowers etc.τRead, circular letter of 22nd ult. front the Mines 

Department stating that only 50 per cent of the amount of petrol used for motor mowers etc. during 

the corresponding period of 1939 will be allowed to be drawn this year. RESOLVED, That the 

Gardens Superintendent be authorised to use his discretion as to the mowing of the various 

recreation grounds etc.  

6τSandford Parkτ(a) Read, application from the Cheltenham Blackout Club Committee for the use 

of Sandford Park on 4th and 5th June for a Sports Meeting. The Gardens Superintendent reported 

that in the event of bad weather the park might not be in very good condition on these dates after 

the visit of Bertram Mills' Circus a few days previously RESOLVED, That the application be granted for 

the two days applied for or any two subsequent dates which the Club Committee may select.  



(b) The Town Clerk submitted recommendation from the Entertainments Sub-Committee that the 

application made by the Rev. Bolton on behalf of the Free Church Ministers for permission to hold 

open-air meetings from 8 to 9 p.m. on one Sunday evening in June, July and August be granted 

subject to their arranging a Sunday so as not to clash with the monthly Services to be held at the 

Montpellier Gardens by the Y.M.C.A. RESOLVED, That this application be granted.  

7--Cricket Pitches-RESOLVED, That the application of the Knights of being  Columba for a cricket 

pitch on the St. Mark's Playing Field be granted for one afternoon a week subject to their being acme 

to arrange fixtures to fit in with the fixtures of other clubs to whom pitches have been granted ; and 

that the application of Messrs. Walker, Crosweller & Co. Ltd. for permission to play at St. Mark's 

Playing Field be granted at a charge of £3 3s.Od. for the season subject to their arranging their 

fixtures with other clubs who have been granted permission to play on the ground.  

W. J. GREEN,  

Chairman.  
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RATING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 9th May, 1940. PresentτAlderman Taylor (in 

the chair) and Councillor Bush.  

1τUnpaid RatesτA Statement of unpaid Rates for the half year ended 30th ult. was submitted and 

signed by the Committee.  

2τProposalsτThe Committee considered the proposals submitted by the Rating and Valuation 

Officers. RESOLVED, That these be submitted for the revision of Assessments as now settled by the 

Committee.  

3τArrearsτThe Committee interviewed and dealt with two Rate defaulters.  

4-105 High StreetτRead, application from Rotol Airscrews Ltd. asking to be assessed for Rates on 

the offices only until the whole of the premises are occupied. RESOLVED, That they be charged on 

£150 gross and £122 rateable for the time being.  

P. P. TAYLOR,  

Chairman.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 28th May, 1940. Present--Aldermen Pruen, Taylor 

and Ward ; Councillors Garland, Grimwade and Waite (Alderman Taylor in the chair).  

1τGeneral Rateτ(a) Read, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 25th inst., on the collection of 

the First Instalment of this Rate. Amount collected £19,071; Leaving Outstanding £115,206.  



(b) Read, final Report of the Borough Treasurer on the collection of this Rate for the half year ended 

the 31st March last Total amount collected £121,745 ; Allowances to owners £921 ; Voids £3,236 ; 

Excusals £217 ; Otherwise irrecoverable £5,901 ; Arrears £2,908 Less rate received on requisitioned 

property £6,073.  

2τWater Rateτ(a) Read, Report of the Borough Treasurer, dated 28th inst., on the collection of this 

Rate for the half year ending 30th September, 1940. Amount collected £2,855 ; Leaving Outstanding 

£15,076.  

(b) The Borough Treasurer submitted his final Report on the collection of water charges for the half 

year ended the 31st March last : Amount collected £17,325 ; Abatements £113 ; Voids £196 ; 

Defaulters £20 ; Arrears £418.  

3τAccounts Rota CommitteeτReported Meeting on the 28th inst. PresentτAlderman Taylor (in 

the chair) and Councillor Waite, The Accounts were examined and recommended for payment. 

RESOLVED, That this recommendation be approved and adopted,  

4τElectricity ChargesτRead, report of the Borough Treasurer on the collection of the Electricity 

charges since the last Meeting.  

5τLoansτThe Borough Treasurer reported that since the last meeting £400 had been received on 

loan for 10 years at 3 ½ per cent. RESOLVED, That a Debenture be sealed and issued on account of 

duly authorised loan  

6τSuperannuationτThe Borough Treasurer reported that G. Harm (ex-Sweeper) died on the 27th 

inst. He was in receipt of a pension of 10s per week.  

7τHousing ActτGuaranteesτRead, letter from the Cheltenham & Gloucester Building Society that 

two borrowers were in arrear with their payments. RESOLVED, That the Building Society be 

authorised to take steps to realise their security if they consider this is necessary.  

8τExpenditureτRESOLVED, That the various Committees be requested to exercise the greatest 

economy and to carefully scrutinise all expenditure, including expenditure provided for in the 

estimates for the current year.  

P. P. TAYLOR,  

Chairman. 
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Borough of Cheltenham 

At a Monthly Meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Cheltenham, duly convened and held 

at the Municipal Offices in the said Borough, on Monday, 3rd June, 1940, at 3 p.m. Present :  

The Mayor (Councillor John Howell, C.B.E., F.R.C.S., J.P.) in the chair. The Deputy Mayor (Alderman 

Capt. John Henry Trye, C.B.E., R.N. Retd.).  



Aldermen Leigh James, Margrett, C.B.E., J.P., Pates, Pruen, Taylor, Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham, 

M.B.E., J.P. ; Councillors Addis, J.P., Barnett, Bendall, Bush, Compton, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, M.A., 

Fisher, Garland, Green. Grimwade, Dr. Hayward, M.B.E., M.B., B.S., Lipson, M.A., M.P., Miller, 

Moore, Morris, Rogers, Smith, Till and Waite.  

ApologiesτApologies for absence were received from Councillors Avery, Bettridge and Fletcher.  

1τMinutes of Previous MeetingτRESOLVED, That the Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the 

Town Council held on the 6th May, 1940, having been printed and a copy sent to each Member of 

the Council, be taken as read, and that the same be adopted and confirmed.  

2τProceedings of CommitteesτRESOLVED, That the proceedings of the under-mentioned 

Committees at their Meetings held on the dates respectively appearing be approved and confirmed 

:τ  

Public Health   Meeting held May 15  

(An Amendment moved by Councillor Garland and seconded by Councillor Bush : "That the words 

That the Ministry of Health be fully informed of the circumstances be added to Minute No. 6 (a) with 

regard to the sample of Raspberry jam " was lost.  

Housing ...Meeting held May 16 

Street and Highway  Meeting held May 20  

Subject to an Amendment moved by Councillor Fisher and seconded by Councillor Grimwade : " That 

Minute No. 2 (d) with regard to Scrap Metal Week be amended by adding the words ' which shall 

continue the salvage of waste generally,'  

Town Planning Meeting held Ma  y 23 
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Town Improvement and Spa.... Meeting held May 24  

Subject to an Amendment moved by Alderman Pruen and seconded by Councillor Waite : "That the 

following words be added to Minute No. 7 (b) with regard to the offer of the Winter Garden to the 

Government ' but that if the Government do not want the building, the Heating Apparatus and pipes 

be dismantled immediately ' " Subject, Also to an Amendment moved by the Deputy Mayor and 

seconded by Councillor Morris: " That the Council do give free passes to wounded members of His 

Majesty's Forces for admission to Parks, Baths, Swimming Pool and Concerts, such passes to be 

issued through the Hospital or Institutions where such persons are housed or on application to the 

Borough Treasurer."  

Electricity and Lighting Meeting held May 27 

Water Meeting held May 16 

General Purposes and Watch Meeting held May 21 



Except that Minute No. 4 (a) be amended and that the Licence applied for by the Pool Petroleum 

Board be increased to 50,000 gallons RESOLVED, also, That Councillor H. C. Grimwade be nominated 

for the appointment of Sub-Controller for the Borough and Charlton Kings and Cheltenham Rural 

District. (An Amendment moved by the Deputy Mayor : " That Minute No. 6 be not approved and 

that the railings be retained for other purposes" was moved out of order. An Amendment was then 

moved by the Deputy Mayor : "To suspend the Standing Orders" but this was lost).  

Fire Brigade   Meeting held May 27  

Allotments ... Meeting held May 15 

Parks and Recreation Grounds   Meeting held May 15 

Rating   Meeting held May 9 

Finance    Meeting held May 28 

RESOLVED, also, That an Order on the Borough Treasurer be signed authorising him to pay to the 

several Corporations, Companies and Persons mentioned in the Schedule of Accounts, the sum of 

money set opposite their respective names, and such additional sums as may become payable 

during the month in respect of current Contracts upon the Certificate of the Architect or Officer 

under whom the work is carried out.  

3τEnemy AliensτThe Deputy Mayor moved in accordance with Notice of Motion " That it be an 

instruction to all Committees that no enemy alien is to be employed whether paid or assisting in a 

voluntary capacity, under the Corporation, and that the services of any at present so employed or 

assisting are to be dispensed with forthwith." The motion was seconded by Alderman Pruen and on 

being put to the Meeting was declared to be carried unanimously.  

4 Education CommitteeτRESOLVED, That Mr. P. R. Clauss be re-elected a Member of the Education 

Committee for a further term of three years from the 5th June, 1940.  

5τWinter Garden RailingsτWith reference to Minute No. 6 of the General Purposes and Watch 

Committee, it was RESOLVED, That the Emergency Committee be authorised to dispose of the 

Winter Garden railings so as to ensure their being used for the best purpose in connection with the 

War effort.  

JNO. HOWELL, Mayor.  
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MINUTES of the Committees of the Town Council to be submitted for approval at the Monthly 

Meeting of the Council to be held on Monday, 1st July, 1940.  

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 10th June, 1940. PresentτAldermen Leigh James, 

Pruen and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Moore, 

Morris and Rogers (Alderman Pruen in the chair).  



1τHouses Unfit for Human Habitationτ(a) 5, 6 and 7 Exmouth StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector 

reported that the work of reconditioning these houses had disclosed that the internal walls and brick 

work were in a very defective state and that it would be necessary for extensive work to be carried 

out in addition to the work expressly provided for in the original specification, and he strongly 

advised that no further work should be carried out as the property was not worth reconditioning. 

Mrs. King, one of the joint Owners, attended and asked for time to enable her to consult with the 

other joint Owner who was in India. RESOLVED, That further consideration be adjourned to enable 

her to do this and that she be asked to have the property boarded up in the meantime.  

(b) 95 Prestbury RoadτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owner of this house had now 

decided that it would be impracticable to recondition it. RESOLVED, That the Council being satisfied 

that the dwellinghouse, which is occupied or is of a type suitable for occupation by persons of the 

working classes, is unfit for human habitation, and is not capable at a reasonable expense of being 

rendered so fit, and no undertaking having been given by the Owner with respect to the carrying out 

of the work required or the future user of the house, a Demolition Order be now made by the 

Council in pursuance of Sub-Section (4) of Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936, requiring that the 

house shall be vacated within 28 days from the date on which the Order becomes operative, and 

that the premises shall be demolished within six weeks after the expiration of the above-mentioned 

period, or if the house is not vacated by that date, within six weeks after the date on which it is 

vacated.  

(c) 40 Queen StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that the Owner of this house had now 

carried out to his satisfaction the works required to render it fit for human habitation. RESOLVED, 

That the Undertaking be cancelled.  

2τHousing Act, 1936τCertificate as to Fitness-40 Queen StreetτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector 

reported that the Owner of this house had carried out to his satisfaction works which, in his opinion, 

would with reasonable care and maintenance render it fit for human habitation for a period of at 

least 10 years. RESOLVED, That a certificate be issued to the Owner under Section 51 of the Housing 

Act, 1936, that the house is fit for human habitation and will, with reasonable care and maintenance, 

remain so fit for a period of at least 10 years.  

3τNotices not complied with-3 Moorend Road and 24 and 28 Duke StreetτRESOLVED, That the 

Chairman be authorised to accept tenders for the carrying out of works at these premises and that 

the expenses be recovered from the Owners in accordance with Minute No 3 of the last Meeting of 

the Committee.  

4τSurrender of Diseased Meat, etc.τThe Medical Officer of Health reported the surrender of 1 cwt 

11 lbs. Beef ; 18 lbs. Bacon ; 1 qr. 5 lbs. Kidneys ; 1 Fowl and 1 cwt. Mackerel.  

5τAnalyses of WaterτThe Medical Officer of Health submitted his report of analyses of water 

taken since the last Meeting of the Committee.  

6τSmoke Nuisance, Sunshine LaundryτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported that he had received 

a complaint of a nuisance caused by smoke from this laundry. He had ascertained that the Owners 

were experiencing great difficulty in obtaining proper fuel at the present time. RESOLVED, That no 

further action be taken at present.  



7τRat DestructionτThe Chief Sanitary Inspector reported the serious situation arising out of the 

number of rats which were coming out of the sewers in various parts of the town. RESOLVED, That 

the Borough Surveyor and the Chief Sanitary Inspector be instructed to take such steps as they may 

deem necessary to reduce these RESOLVED, also, That the Chief Sanitary Inspector be authorised to 

permit two men now employed in rat destruction to work overtime when necessary, and that the 

public be asked to co-operate in securing the destruction of the rats 

8τBetter Health MagazineτThe Medical Officer of Health reported that the annual grant of £6 

which is made towards the cost of producing this magazine was now due. RESOLVED, That this grant 

be discontinued.  

9τTreatment and Disposal of Foodstuffs Contaminated by GasτRead, letter of 5th inst. from the 

Clerk to the Charlton Kings Urban District Council stating that his Council were experiencing difficulty 

in finding a suitable person for their area to carry out the necessary treatment and disposal of 

foodstuffs contaminated by gas, and asking that this work might be undertaken by a member of the 

Corporation's staff. RESOLVED, That the Chief Sanitary Inspector be authorised to undertake this 

work subject to the Urban District Council paying to the Corporation a contribution to be arranged 

towards the cost.  
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10τCommon Lodging HousesτRESOLVED, That Mr. A. A. V. Meulbrouck and Mr. A. F. Evans be 

registered as Common Lodging House Keepers until the 31st December, 1940, in respect of 

Cumberland Villa, Grove Street and The Shamrock, High Street, respectively.  

11τHouses, Tewkesbury RoadτRead, letter from Mr. W. H. Littley stating that he was putting the 

work of demolishing the houses belonging to him in hand. The Town Clerk reported that he had not 

received any reply from Messrs. H. Packer (1928) Ltd. RESOLVED, That tenders be invited for the 

demolition of Messrs. Packer's property and that if Mr. Littley's property is not demolished before 

the 15th July, tenders be obtained for the demolition of these houses and that the Chairman be 

authorised to accept suitable tenders.  

12τSewage WorksτFilter MediaτThe Borough Surveyor reported that he had received a letter 

dated the 28th ult. from Messrs. Jee's Hartshill Granite & Brick Co, Ltd. stating that they would be 

unable to deliver the filter media to the works by road owing to petrol rationing, and that the cost of 

conveying it by rail would be 16s 4d per ton instead of 16s 1d per ton by road. He had, therefore, 

accepted a quotation from Messrs. Mark Williams & Co Ltd. to haul the material from the Railway 

Station to the works at 4s per ton. RESOLVED, That Messrs. Jee's Hartshill Granite & Brick Co. Ltd. he 

requested to bear half the additional cost involved.  

13τWater Service Pipe--The Borough Surveyor reported that the service pipe to Barn Farm House 

had been found to be burst in several places. This length had been cut and a new piece inserted but 

further leakages occurred in other parts of the service pipe. He recommended that a new pipe be 

laid at an estimated cost of £7. RESOLVED, That Mr. Rymer be asked to pay half the cost.  

ARTHUR S. F. PRUEN,  

Chairman.  



HOUSING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 13th June, 1940. PresentτAlderman Pates ; 

Councillors Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Garland, Green, Grimwade, Dr. Hayward, Moore and 

Morris (Alderman Pates in the chair).  

1τHousing ManagerτThe Housing Manager submitted her monthly report on the collection of 

rents.  

2τSelection of Tenants Sub-CommitteeτRead, report of the Meeting of this Sub-Committee held 

on the 7th inst.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ 

That the rents fixed and the rebates granted, as set out in the Rents Rebate Book, signed by the 

Chairman, be approved.  

RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be approved and adopted.  

3τRepairs SuperintendentτRead, Report of the Repairs Superintendentτ(a) RESOLVED, That the 

various Decorators and Repairs Contractors be granted an increase of 1 ¼ per cent on all work and 

that the retention money be reduced from 20 per cent to 10 per cent.  

(b) 113 St. Paul's RoadτHe estimated the cost of making good the damage by fire to this house at 

£45, in respect of which a claim had been made on the Insurance Company. 

4τOne Bedroom FlatsτThe Housing Manager pointed out that the majority of one bedroom flats 

were occupied by old-age pensioners and in view of the new Pension Act enabling them to obtain 

supplementary pensions, it was desirable that the flats should be let at a proper rent. RESOLVED, 

That the rent of the flats be fixed at 5s per week.  

5τLand at St. Mark'sτRESOLVED, ED, That the application of the tenant of 26 Wordsworth Avenue 

to rent a small piece of the adjoining field which was not being used for any purpose be granted at a 

rent of 7s 6d per annum.  

6τHiggs' CottagesτRead, letter of 12th inst. from the District Valuer enclosing his report on the 

agreed compensation to be paid to the 22 various owners of the site of these cottages. The total 

amount payable amongst all the owners was £140 5s. 10d., the Corporation to pay for the cost of 

clearing the site, to pay the Surveyor's fee of £9 16s. 0d., and the proper legal costs of the vendors. 

RESOLVED, That these terms be accepted and the purchase of the property be proceeded with and 

paid out of revenue. RESOLVED, also, That the Town Clerk be authorised to agree the Vendors' 

Solicitors' costs with Messrs. Midwinter & Co.  

J. P. PATES,  

Chairman.  
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STREET AND HIGHWAY COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 17th June, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Clara F. Winterbotham , Pates and Ward ; Councillors Addis, Fisher, Green, Grimwade, 

Morris and Roger--; (The Deputy Mayor in the chair). 

1τSalvage of Wasteτ(a) The Borough Surveyor reported that the following had been salvaged 

during the month of May (the amounts salvaged during the previous month are shown in brackets)  

Tons. Cwts.      No.           Tons. Cwts. 

Paper         ...     32      6                       (25  4 ½ ) 

Destructor Scrap            10     7                             (17       19 ¾ ) 

Other Scrap                  1      13 ¼                        (10      10  ) 

Brass                                                         ( 2 ¼ ) 

Rags                       1     ½     (  14 ¾ ) 

Bottles                                   656 

Jars                                  1172 

Sacking                   1     9                        ( 1   15 ½ )   

Bones                               12 

 

The total amount of waste salvaged during the past five months was 226 tons 19 cwt., 6850 bottles 

and jars, with a total value of £702  

(b) Baling PressτRESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be authorised to purchase a Baling Press at 

a cost of £27 0s. 0d.  

2τWages and Conditions of Serviceτ(a) Councillor Grimwade reported a further Meeting of the 

Western Joint Industrial Council and submitted the grading scale and rates of pay adopted. 

RESOLVED, That the new rates of wages under the scale be granted to all Corporation employees 

coming under the scale as from the 20th June, and that it be left to the Labour Sub-Committee to 

apply the scale to the various employees, and that they be authorised to report direct to the Council 

(b) RESOLVED, That the initial contribution of £5 be now paid to the Western District Joint Industrial 

Council.  

3τCharlton LaneτRESOLVED, That the application of the Gas Company to erect a Kiosk in Charlton 

Lane in a position to be approved by the Borough Surveyor, be granted.  

4τPrivate improvement WorksτLarput Place and Victoria StreetτRESOLVED, That the Borough 

Surveyor be instructed to defer proceeding with the above work until after the War. 

5τCoal Contracts --The Borough Surveyor reported that the various Contractors had agreed to the 

extension of their coal contracts to the 30th June, 1941, at the present contract prices plus 

authorised increases.  

6τDeputy Borough Surveyor RESOLVED, That the salary of the Deputy Borough Surveyor (Mr. W. E. 

C. Bird) at present £475, be increased to £550 per annum, rising by two annual increments of £50 to 

£650 per annum.  



7τPittville Street Improvement Schemeτ(a) The Town Clerk reported that the Ministry of Health 

had now sanctioned the loan for the purchase of Messrs. Stead & Simpson's property and the Capital 

Issues Committee of the Treasury had issued consent to the raising of the necessary loan He was 

now proceeding with the conveyance of the property and with the tenancy agreement for the letting 

of the premises, after completion of the purchase, to Messrs. Stead & Simpson Ltd. 

(b) 6 Pittville StreetτThe Chairman reported that he had granted the free temporary use of the 

ground floor of 6 Pittville Street to the Cheltenham Cricket Club for use as an office in connection 

with the appeal they were making for volunteers for agricultural work. RESOLVED, That this be 

approved.  

(c) The Town Clerk reported that the Y.M.C.A. National Council had offered to rent the Criterion 

Hotel at a rent of £104 per annum exclusive and Nos. 13 and 14 Pittville Street at a rent of £104 per 

annum exclusive, on a quarterly tenancy. RESOLVED, That this offer be accepted.  

(d) 3 and 4 Pittville StreetτThe Town Clerk reported that these premises had been let to Mr. and 

Mrs. Harris on a quarterly tenancy at £110 per annum. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(e) 5 Pittville StreetτRead, letter from the Clerk to the County Council asking if the Corporation 

would reduce the rent asked for these premises occupied by the W.V.S. for the Rural District to £40, 

or grant the use of one of the other empty shops at a rent of £30 per annum. RESOLVED, That in 

view of the offer received for No. 5 Pittville Street, the Committee are unable to let this property at 

less than £60 per annum, but that the W.V.S. be offered the use of No. 7 Albion Street at a rent of 

£40 per annum, plus rates.  

8τJunction Francis Street and Exmouth StreetτThe Borough surveyor reported that the Owner had 

now cleared this site RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to inform him that the 

Corporation are prepared to purchase the cleared site for £50.  

9τY.M.C.A.τRESOLVED, That the Committee have no objection to the Y.M.C.A. hanging a canvas 

sheet across the Promenade Gardens in front of their building for one week in connection with their 

War Fund Collection.  

10τOmnibus Stopping PlacesτRESOLVED, That the General Purposes Committee be asked to 

consider the desirability of marking queueing spaces on the footpath at Local Omnibus stopping 

places.  

J. H. TRYE, Chairman.  
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TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Thursday, 20th June, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor; 

Aldermen E. L. Ward and Clara F. Winterbotham ; Councillors Barnett, Bendall, Moore and Waite ; 

Messrs. W. S. F. Harris and the Rev. E. C. Hanson (Alderman E. L. Ward in the chair).  

1τPlans of New BuildingsτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings, namely :τ 



No. of Plan.              Name.                                Description. 

5355           G. A. M. Hall, Ltd.         Garage (Private), 46 Cakebridge Road. 

5356           Bucks & Middlesex  

Estates, Ltd.   6 lock-up garages, Orchard Avenue. 

5357           Gloucestershire County   New Technical College, 

Council    The Woodlands, The Park. 

5358           Moss, F. E.                 Conversion of house into two flats, 19 Queen's Road. 

5359           Smiths Systems, Ltd.  Extension to canteen, Tennyson Road, 

5360           Messrs. A. H. Taylor 

 & Co.    Garage, Albion Street. 

5361           Bullingham, W.       Alterations and additions, 150a Hewlett Road. 

5362           Messrs. Pye Bros.  

& J. A. Pye   Lay-out of roads, sewers, and 266 houses. 

5363           G. A. M. Hall, Ltd.         Garage (Private), 12 Cakebridge Road. 

5364           Copeland, R. V.             New wash house and lavatory, 4 Victoria Street. 

 

Decisions under Byelawsτ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos, 5355, 5359, 5360, 5361 and 5363 be approved : That Plan No. 5356 be 

approved subject to drainage passing through a 3 way interceptor and discharging into the soil 

sewer and to this being kept under constant observation and cleaned out when necessary, and to 

the roof water being discharged into the surface water sewer by a separate drain ; That Plan No 

5357 be approved subject to the surface water being discharged into the stream by a separate drain 

; That Plans Nos. 5358 and 5364 be approved subject to the sanitary work being carried out to the 

satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector ; That Plan No. 5362 be approved subject to the surface water 

sewers in Roads "X--K" and " RτG " being increased to 9 ins. in diameter, and to the roads and 

sewers being constructed to the satisfaction of the Borough Surveyor.  

Decisions under Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) Order, 1933τ 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos. 5355, 5357, 5358, 5359, 5362, 5363 and 5364 be approved ; That Plan 

No. 5356 be approved subject to the Owners entering into an Undertaking that the garages will not 

be let to any person not occupying a maisonette on the Estate without the consent of the Council ; 

That Plan No. 5360 be approved subject to the front fence being set back to the improvement line 

laid down for the widening of Albion Street in accordance with the Undertaking given on the 9th 

August, 1938 That Plan No. 5361 be approved subject to the new work harmonizing with the existing 

building and to the covered way being left unobstructed to provide a secondary means of access to 

the house.  

2τTown Planning AreaτPlansτThe Borough Surveyor submitted the following Notices and Plans of 

intended New Buildings under the Town and Country Planning (General Interim Development) 

Order, 1933 :.τ 

No. of Plan.              Name.                             Description. 

1646          Smith, F.                   Garage (Private), Greenbank, Undercliffe Terrace, Leckhampton.    



1647           Newsham, H.       Additions and alterations, Bamfurlong Lane, nr. Cheltenham.  

1648  Gardener, A. E.             Alterations, The Woodbines, Old Gloucester Road, Swindon. 

1649          S. Smith & Sons 

 (Cheltenham) Ltd.  Conversion of service block into canteens, Bishop's Cleeve.  

1650           Francis, Mrs. E.   Ltd.     Conversion of barn into bungalow, Bentham. 

 

RESOLVED, That Plans Nos, 1647, 1648 and 1649 be approved : That Plan No. 1646 be approved 

subject to the siting, materials and elevation of the garage being to the satisfaction of the 

Committee and to the garage being sunk into the ground to the level of the road ; That Plan No. 

1650 be approved subject to the water supply being to the satisfaction of the Rural District Council 

and to the Owners entering into an Undertaking that on commencement of the work they will set 

back the hedge at the entrance to the property a distance of 18 feet from the centre of the existing 

road and construct a draw in for standing vehicles to the satisfaction of the County Surveyor,  

E. L. WARD,  

Chairman.  
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TOWN IMPROVEMENT AND SPA COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Friday, 21st June, 1940. PresentτThe Mayor ; Alderman 

Ward ; Councillors Bush, Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, Grimwade, Lipson and Waite ; and Mr. D. V. 

Davies (Councillor Waite in the chair).  

1τB.E.F.---The Chairman reported that he had been approached by the Welfare Officer of troops 

who had returned from Dunkirk asking if they could have free admission to the Swimming Pool and 

Alstone Baths, and he had given permission for 30 men to go the Pool every morning. RESOLVED, 

That this be approved and allowed to continue for the next fortnight. RESOLVED, also, That during 

the next fortnight parties of the B.E.F. be also admitted free to the Alstone Baths.  

2τAlstone Bathsτ(a) The Borough Surveyor submitted application from the Union for increased 

wages and overtime rates for some of the employees at these Baths. RESOLVED, That this be 

referred for the consideration of the Labour Sub-Committee.  

(b) Y.M.C.A.τThe Borough Surveyor submitted application from the Y.M.C.A. for a reduction to be 

made in the Account of £12 16s. 10d. rendered to them for the lighting of the Baths during the past 

winter. RESOLVED, That the account be reduced to 10 guineas.  

(c) The Borough Surveyor reported the arrangements made for troops to attend at the Washing 

Baths during the past month, and that the Baths had been opened on Sunday afternoons for this 

purpose. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

(d) Read, application from the Superintendent for an increase in his salary at present £130 per 

annum, plus house, coal, and light. RESOLVED, That his salary be increased to £173 per annum, plus 

house, coal, and light.  



(e) Read, application from St. Paul's Church Lads Brigade for reduced charges for admission to these 

Baths. RESOLVED, That members of the Brigade up to and including the age of 18 be admitted at a 

charge of 3d. per head, being the same charge as made to members of the Y.M.C.A. and Blackout 

Club.  

3τEntertainments Sub-Committee--Read, reports of the Entertainments Sub-Committee of their 

Meetings held on the 4th and 18th inst.  

They recommended (inter alia) as follows :τ 

(a) That the tender of Messrs. Shirers & Lances of £15 for re-covering the arms of 200 plush chairs be 

accepted.  

(b) That the free use of the Montpellier Pavilion on the 10th June and the Pillar Room on the 12th 

June be granted for A.R.P. Public Meetings.  

(c) That the offer of the Aircraft Components Silver Band to give a Concert in aid of the Red Cross be 

accepted and that they be granted the free use of the Bandstand at Montpellier Gardens on a 

Sunday afternoon to be arranged. RESOLVED, That the proceedings of the Sub-Committee be 

approved and adopted  

4τMontpellier BathsτThe Monthly Report of the Superintendent was submitted.  

T. WILFRED WAITE,  

Chairman. 
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ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 24th June, 1940, PresentτThe Mayor ; Alderman 

Leigh James Councillors Addis, Bendall, Grimwade, Moore, Rogers and Waite (Councillor Rogers in 

the chair).  

1τScrap Metal WeekτThe Borough Electrical Engineer reported that a considerable quantity of 

scrap metal and paper had been sold.  

2τSuperannuationτRESOLVED, That the General Purposes Committee be recommended to extend 

the services of J. Pates, Mains Foreman, for a further period of 12 months to the 28th June, 1941.  

3τSub-Station Kiosk, Charlton LaneτIt was reported that the Owner of the adjoining land was 

anxious to cultivate the small piece of land round this kiosk. RESOLVED, That he be granted the 

tenancy of this land at a nominal rent of 1s a year, subject to his entering into a tenancy agreement 

to be prepared by the Town Clerk.  

4τLamp Post Corner of Gloucester Road and Millbrook StreetτThe Borough Electrical Engineer 

reported that this lamp post was knocked down some months ago and had not been replaced owing 

to the war, but that a war time fitting was desirable at this corner and he proposed to erect one of 



the small lamp posts now in stock as a temporary measure at a cost of about £2 15s. 0d. RESOLVED, 

That this be approved.  

5τLamp Post at junction of Gloucester Road and Tennyson RoadτIt was reported that the lamp 

post at this junction was damaged by a van belonging to the Sunshine Laundry and that the cost of 

replacement would be £12 15s. 0d. less an allowance of 3s 9d for the scrap iron recovered. 

RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to apply to the Owners of the van for the payment of 

the sum of £12 11s. 3d.  

6τTransfer of Hire Purchase Agreements--The Borough Electrical Engineer reported that the 

I.M.E.A. were preparing a scheme regarding the transfer of Hire Purchase Agreements in respect of a 

hirer moving from the area of on supply Undertaking to another. A register was being compiled of 

these Undertakings willing to participate on reciprocal basis in the Scheme. RESOLVED, That the 

Association be informed that this Undertaking is willing to be placed on the register.  

7τGas TestsτRead, Reports of gas tests made on the 4th, 10th, 12th, 18th and 20th inst. which 

showed the Calorific value on these dates to be 458.1, 461.8, 472.9, 473.1 and 474.8 B.Th.U. per 

cubic foot respectively and the pressure to be 8.4, 8.6, 8.5, 8.5 and 6.7 inches of water respectively.  

STANLEY ROGERS,  

Chairman. 
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WATER COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 11th June, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Margrett, Pates and Ward; Councillors Dr. Hayward, Moore and Morris (Alderman 

Margrett in the chair).  

1τBorough Engineer's ReportτThe Monthly Report of the Borough Engineer was read :τ 

                  DAILY YIELD OF SPRINGS. 

                                          For month ended               Average for corresponding period 

                                           31st May, 1940                   during the past 3 years. 

          Hewletts Springs        160,000 gallons                    159,000 gallons 

          Dowdeswell Springs   518,000                             рсуΣллл  ά 

          Leckhampton Springs     39,000                              оуΣллл  ά 

                                         717,000                             765,000 

 

                                    CONTENTS OF RESERVOIRS. 

                     Estimated Usable Quantity about ...  ...  68,794,000 gallons. 

 

2τInspectionsτThe Borough Engineer reported the work carried out by the Water Inspectors 

during the month of May  



3τAppealsτThe cases entered in the Appeals Book were considered, and the rates settled and 

adjusted.  

4τWater SupplyτThe Borough Engineer submitted report in regard to the water supply. RESOLVED, 

That advertisements be issued instructing consumers that the watering of gardens and washing of 

motor-cars, pavements and areas must be discontinued forthwith until further notice, and generally 

asking consumers to exercise the strictest economy in the consumption of water.  

5τDowdeswell ReservoirτRESOLVED, That an Electric Cooker be installed at the Dowdeswell Lodge 

subject to the Custodian paying the hire charge.  

6τDaisybank HouseτThe Borough Engineer submitted application from Mr. H. St. John Wilding for 

a water supply to this house, RESOLVED, That the Borough Surveyor be authorised to provide him 

with a temporary supply of not exceeding 200 gallons per day to a tank adjoining the Leckhampton 

Spring head where Mr. Wilding would pump it up to the house, subject to Mr. Wilding undertaking 

not to supply water to any other persons or premises from the tank.  

7τTewkesbury Water Worksτ(a) RESOLVED, That the application of the S.W. and S. Power Co., for 

permission to lay an underground cable at The Mythe, be granted.  

(b) The Borough Engineer reported that certain sections of the sand-bagging at these works had 

collapsed and he recommended that, instead of replacing the sandbags, a 14 inch brick wall should 

be provided at a cost of £210. RESOLVED, That this be approved.  

8τShooting RightsτRead, letter from Mr. F. Connor offering £5 for the shooting rights at 

Dowdeswell. RESOLVED, That the shooting rights on Castle Barn Farm and Home or Lower Farm be 

let to him for the season ending the 31st March next.  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT, Chairman.  

At a Special Meeting of this Committee held on Monday, 17th June, 1940, PresentτThe Mayor ; 

Aldermen Margrett, Pates and Trye : Councillors Dr. Hayward, Moore and Morris (Alderman 

Margrett in the chair).  

9τWages, Water Works EmployeesτThe Borough Engineer reported on the position in regard to 

the wages of the employees of the Water Works Undertaking, and particularly in regard to the shift 

workers at Tewkesbury Pumping Station. RESOLVED, That the Council agree to join the South 

Midland Joint Industrial Council for Waterworks Undertakings and that the Joint Industrial Council 

rates of wages for waterworks employees be paid as from the 1st June, RESOLVED, also, That the 

salary of the Pumping Station Superintendent be increased to £240 per annum as from the 1st June.  

CHAS. H. MARGRETT, Chairman.  
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GENERAL PURPOSES AND WATCH COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of this Committee held on Tuesday, 18th June, 1940. PresentτThe Deputy Mayor ; 

Aldermen Margrett Pruen and Ward ; Councillors Rev. de Courcy Ireland, Green, Grimwade, Smith 

and Waite (Alderman Margrett in the chair).  

1--Diseases Amongst AnimalsτSuperintendent Hopkins reported that the Borough was free from 

contagious diseases amongst animals. 

2τLeckhampton HillτThe Borough Surveyor reported that the Assistant and Relief Custodian had 

resigned. RESOLVED, That the post be not filled at present.  

3τTransfer of Skilled Labour to War IndustryτThe Committee further considered circular of the 

30th May from the Ministry of Health appealing to Local Authorities to take the initiative in 

reviewing their staffs and appealing individually to such skilled workers who could be released to 

transfer to essential war industries. The Borough Surveyor reported that six employees had already 

volunteered to be transferred. While he was finding it difficult to obtain sufficient unskilled labour, 

there were, -however, three or four skilled men who might be released. RESOLVED, That all 

employees who transfer, or have transferred to essential war industries with the consent of the 

Council, be promised reinstatement on their return, and that the Corporation agree to continue to 

pay the employers' portion of the Superannuation contributions provided the employee also pays 

his contribution so as to preserve his superannuation rights, and that Minute No. 8 passed at the 

Meeting of the Committee on the 23rd April be varied accordingly. RESOLVED, also, That the 

Borough Surveyor be instructed to approach such skilled men as he is able to release with a view to 

appealing to them to register at the Labour Exchange to transfer to essential war industries  

4τCorporation BuildingsτThe Committee considered the desirability of protecting the windows of 

the various Corporation buildings from damage by blast by covering the windows with cellophane 

paper. RESOLVED, That the Committee do not consider this is necessary in view of the fact that the 

majority of the buildings will be vacated during an air-raid.  

5τHolidays- -RESOLVED, That the regular holidays be cancelled this year, but that the Chief Officers 

be authorised to arrange, where possible, for staffs and employees to have short periods of holiday 

whenever circumstances permit.  

6τMontpellier RotundaτRead, letter of 13th inst. from the Ministry of Health that, after careful 

consideration, the Minister did not appear justified, in the present circumstances, in sanctioning the 

loan for the purchase of these premises. RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk be instructed to proceed 

with the purchase by way of advance from the Bank as previously authorised by the Finance 

Committee.  

7τBye LawsτRead, letter of 28th ult. from the Education Secretary asking the Council to make 

application to the Secretary of State for approval of the following Byelaw :τ 

" Any person other than a teacher, child, manager or other duly authorised person, being in or on 

the buildings, playgrounds or other premises of any public elementary school who, being requested 

to depart therefrom by the Head Teacher or the Teacher acting as Head Teacher of such school, 

refuses to depart therefrom and makes use of any violent abusive, profane, indecent or obscene 




