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The BLUE BIRD BALL 
Held annually at Cheltenham Town Hall in aid of the League of Pity (NSPCC) 

 
The NSPCC was founded in the 1889s, from the earlier London SPCC. In 1891 a junior branch, the League of 

Pity, was founded to allow children to learn about the NSPCC and support fund-raising initiatives. A Cheltenham 
branch of the League of Pity was established in 1929, and held an annual ball at the Town Hall from the early 1930s. At 
first the ball was called the ‘League of Pity Dance-Tea’, then in 1936 a ‘Seven-to-Seventy Dance’ was held, and in 1937 
the first ‘Blue Bird Ball’ was held. The Blue Bird Ball still takes place every December (pre-pandemic), usually held in 
Pittville Pump Room. 

I remember them when I was a child in the late 1960s – a wealthy mother would book a whole table, and 
then you had to be nice to her daughter for weeks so that you might be included in her ‘party’! I think individual 
tickets could also be bought, for the general rabble! – JW. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 7 Jan 1932 

 
 
Cheltenham Chronicle, Sat 4 Jan 1936 
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Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 22 Dec 1937 – ADVT. 

 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 27 Dec 1946 – ADVT. 

 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 31 Dec 1946 – 600 AT ANNUAL BLUE BIRD BALL 

 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Tue 30 Dec 1947 – 600 AT ANNUAL BLUE BIRD BALL 
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Gloucestershire Echo, Thur 30 Dec 1948 – BLUE BIRD BALL (800 attendance – JW) 

 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Wed 28 Dec 1949 – BLUE BIRD BALL (650 attendance – JW) 

 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, Fri 29 Dec 1950 – BLUE BIRD BALL RAISES £150 FOR N.S.P.C.C. (nearly 700 attendance – JW) 

 
 


